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➢ This platform provides a seamless and hassle-free experience for merchants. 
➢ Onboarding process: Realtime database checks for faster application processing 
➢ Live video verification to authenticate merchant information 
➢ Eliminates the field verification process which helps in instant decision-making 
➢ Instant installation of POS 

8. The Indian government has signed a loan agreement of USD 141.12 million with which international bank for the 
development of infrastructure in three industrial clusters situated in Andhra Pradesh _________Asian Development 
Bank. 
Note: 
➢ This financing is the second tranche of the 500 million multi-tranche financing facility. 
➢ Aim: To promote industrialization to increase the share of manufacturing in the state’s gross domestic product, 

build competitiveness and create jobs in the project's target areas 
9. Which bank has emerged as the top performer among public sector lenders in terms of loan and deposit growth in 

percentage terms during 2022-23 _________ Bank of Maharashtra (BoM). 
Note: 
➢ BoM has also recorded the highest growth in profitability with the bottom line growing almost 126% to Rs 

2,602 crore during the year. 
➢ In terms of percentage increase in gross advances, BoM recorded a 29.4% rise in loans at Rs 1,75,120 crore as 

of March 2023. 
➢ It was followed by Indian Overseas Bank and UCO Bank. 

10. Which bank has partnered with Manipal Global Academy of BFSI to launch its Future Banker 2.0 programme __________ 
HDFC Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To groom young graduates into banking professionals within a year 
➢ The nationwide recruitment initiative seeks to establish a talent pipeline for the bank's retail banking division. 
➢ The one-year professional diploma incorporates classroom sessions, guest lectures, role plays, and practical 

fieldwork. 
➢ It also includes eight months of paid internship. 

11. The Central govt has cleared a prompt digital reporting and communication mechanism between banks and Central 
Economic Intelligence Bureau (CEIB) to plug defaults on loans of over what amount ____________Rs 50 crore. 
Note: 
➢ CEIB will send a report digitally regarding borrowers to the PSU banks for a loan amount of Rs 50 crore or 

higher at the pre-approval stage within 15 days of request. 
➢ The new system will require banks to submit their requests to CEIB through dedicated emails in a specific 

format 
12. Which fintech organization has become the first digital payments app to successfully enable the linkage of two lakh 

RuPay credit cards to the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) __________PhonePe. 
Note: 
➢ Besides, it has also processed a total payment value (TPV) of Rs 150 crore via RuPay credit on UPI. 
➢ PhonePe offers a comprehensive suite of solutions for RuPay Credit on UPI in partnership with NPCI. 
➢ It has already enabled the acceptance of RuPay Credit Cards on UPI across 12 million merchant outlets. 

13. Which SFB has signed an agreement with International Business Machines (IBM) to design and build a digital banking 
platform __________ Equitas Small Finance Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To provide a secure experience to customers 
➢ The collaboration will boost the digital products offered by Equitas as well as its service offerings, as it evolves 

its business for a digital-first generation. 
➢ Equitas SFB aims to commence its modernization journey with a cloud-native platform architecture. 

14. The RBI has imposed a penalty of Rs 84.50 lakh on which bank for non-compliance with norms related to fraud 
classification and reporting ___________Central Bank of India. 
Note: 
➢ The RBI had conducted a statutory inspection for supervisory evaluation of the bank with reference to its 

financial position as on March 31, 2021. 
➢ The reports revealed that the bank had failed to report as fraud to RBI certain accounts within seven days of 

the decision of the JLF to declare the accounts as fraud. 
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15. RBI has approved the voluntary Scheme of Amalgamation of which bank with The Cosmos Co-operative Bank, with 
effect from May 29, 2023 _________ Maratha Sahakari Bank. 
Note: 
➢ The central bank had placed Maratha Sahakari Bank under Directions under Section 35 of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949, on August 31, 2016. 
➢ All the branches of Maratha Sahakari Bank Ltd will function as branches of The Cosmos Co-operative Bank 

Limited. 
➢ Maratha Sahakari Bank has seven branches in Mumbai. 

16. Which bank has entered into an agreement with Indian Clearing Corporation Ltd. (ICCL) as its Clearing and Settlement 
Bank ____________ Indian Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Indian Bank will now facilitate banking services to members of BSE, Mumbai for clearing and settlement 

operations. 
➢ Clearing members can now open settlement accounts with the bank for funds settlement under the equity 

derivatives segment. 
➢ The proposal to extend this facility to the members of NSE is under active consideration. 

17. SEBI has formed an Intermediary Advisory Committee to advise the market regulator on changes in the legal 
framework, is headed by whom __________ S Ravindran. 
Note: 
➢ The committee will also advise SEBI on increasing transparency in the functioning of market intermediaries 

like stock exchanges, clearing corporations, etc. 
➢ Other members: Ashish Chauhan (CEO of NSE) and Sundararaman Ramamurthy (CEO of BSE), representatives 

from the broking community, legal, and FI 
18. Which bank has emerged as the best bank as far as the management of bad loans is concerned with its net non-

performing assets (NPAs) ___________Bank of Maharashtra (BoM). 
Note: 
➢ The NPA fell as low as 0.25% during the financial year ended March 2023. 
➢ This is the lowest ratio among all banks having total business above Rs 3 lakh crore and not just public sector 

banks (PSBs). 
➢ While HDFC Bank's net NPA fell to 0.27% followed by Kotak Mahindra Bank placed third spot with 0.37% of net 

advances. 
19. According to PwC report 'The Indian Payments Handbook - 2022-27, UPI transactions are likely to reach 1 billion per 

day by which year, accounting for 90% of the retail digital payments _________________2026-27. 
Note: 
➢ UPI is driving the digital payments revolution, accounting for about 75% of the total transaction volume in the 

retail segment during 2022-23 
➢ The Indian digital payments market also saw steady growth at a CAGR of 50% (volume) and is expected to 

reach 411 billion transactions in FY 2026-27 
20. According to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade data, the Foreign direct investment (FDI) 

into India has declined by what percent to $46 billion in 2022-23 __________22%. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: Lower inflows in computer hardware and software, and the automobile industry 
➢ The FDI inflows stood at $58.77 billion during 2021-22. 
➢ Top Investors (April-March 2022-23): Singapore ($17.2 billion), Mauritius, US, and UAE 
➢ State-wise, Maharashtra received the highest inflows of $14.8 billion. 

21. Which international organization has launched its 2023-27 country partnership strategy for India __________Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To identify accelerating structural transformation and job creation, promoting climate-resilient growth, 

and deepening social and economic inclusiveness as key focus areas 
➢ ADB highlighted that India has quickly rebounded from the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, with economic 

growth projected at 6.4% in FY24 
➢ India ranks among the fastest-growing major global economies. 

 
Obituaries 
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1. Sarath Babu, who passed away at 71 from Multi-Organ failure, was veteran _______________ Actor. 
Note: 
➢ He has primarily worked in Tamil and Telugu films and was known for his roles in 'Annamalai' and 'Muthu'. 
➢ He has appeared in more than 200 films, including Kannada, Malayalam, and Hindi films. 
➢ He started his career in 1973 through a Telugu film and later became popular through the Tamil film 'Nizhal 

Nijamagiradhu', directed by K Balachander. 
➢ He was honored with eight state Nandi Awards. 

2. Tina Turner, who passed away, was a ________ Singer.  
Note: 
➢ She started her career with Ike Turner's Kings of Rhythm in 1957. 
➢ Under the name Little Ann, she appeared on her first record, "Boxtop", in 1958. 
➢ She received 12 Grammy Awards, including eight competitive awards, three Grammy Hall of Fame awards, and 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 
➢ She was the first black artist and woman on the cover of Rolling Stone. 

3. Govindaray H Nayak, who passed away, was a ____________Writer. 
Note: 
➢ He won the Kendra Sahitya Academy Award for his work ‘Uttarardha’ in 2014. 
➢ He was also awarded the Karnataka Sahitya Academy Award for ‘Nirapeksha’ and V M Inamdhar Memorial 

Award for ‘Nijadani’. 
➢ He had also been the recipient of the prestigious Pampa Award. 
➢ His works include Samakaalina and Anivaarya 

4. Balu alias Suresh Dhanorkar passed away, was a ________Politician. 
Note: 
➢ Dhanorkar was born in Yavatmal district on June 4, 1975. 
➢ In 2014, he was elected as an MLA of Shiv Sena, winning the Warora-Bhadrawati Assembly seat. 
➢ He resigned from the Shiv Sena in 2019 and was elected as a Congress MP from Chandrapur Vani Arni Lok 

Sabha constituency. 
➢ His wife Pratibha Dhanorkar is also a Congress MLA from the Varora constituency. 

 
Important Days 

 
1. The world observed the International Day for Biological Diversity on which date to increase understanding and 

encourage the preservation of the Earth’s diverse ecosystems ____________ May 22. 
Note: 
➢ 2023 theme: From Agreement to Action: Build Back Biodiversity 
➢ The origins of the International Day for Biological Diversity can be traced back to the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and Development, commonly referred to as the Earth Summit, which took place in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 

2. The non-profit organization, American Tortoise Rescue (ATR) celebrates World Turtle Day on which date every year 
_______________ May 23. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: To raise public awareness regarding the need to protect turtles, tortoises, and their rapidly 

diminishing habitats 
➢ 2023 theme: I love Turtles 
➢ The theme highlights the critical need to conserve these species and their future in the face of dwindling 

habitats. 
➢ According to ATR, around 61% of turtles worldwide are threatened or already extinct. 

3. Commonwealth Day is celebrated every year on March 13, across the world, while India and some other countries 
observe it on which date ___________May 24. 
Note: 
➢ 2023 theme: Forging a Sustainable and Peaceful Common Future 
➢ Aim: To unite 2.5 billion Commonwealth citizens in celebration of their shared values and principles and 

pursue a common future, centered on sustainability and peace 
➢ It serves as an opportunity to raise awareness of the accomplishments of 54 Commonwealth countries in 

various areas 
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5. Which bank has appointed Srikrishnan Harihara Sarma as the new managing director and chief executive officer of the 
bank for three years ____________Karnataka Bank. 
Note: 
➢ The appointment is subject to the approval of shareholders at the ensuing AGM or within a period of 3 months 

from the date of assuming charge whichever is earlier. 
➢ His expertise and leadership would drive the bank toward continued growth and success. 
➢ He has worked at HDFC Bank Limited, Yes Bank, and Jio Payments Bank. 

6. The Central government has notified the appointment of whom as the Chief Justice (CJ) of Himachal Pradesh HC 
______________Justice MS Ramachandra Rao. 
Note: 
➢ He has succeeded CJ Amjad Sayed, who retired in January 2023. 
➢ In addition, Justice SV Gangapurwala was appointed as the CJ of Madras HC. 
➢ Presently, Justice S Vaidyanathan has been serving as the Acting CJ of Madras High Court. 
➢ Justice Ramesh Dhanuka has been appointed as the Chief Justice of Bombay HC with a tenure of four days. 

7. The National Council of Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has elected whom as the president of CII for 2023-24 
______________ R Dinesh. 
Note: 
➢ He is an executive vice-chairman of TVS Supply Chain Solutions. 
➢ He has replaced Sanjiv Bajaj, the chairman and managing director, Bajaj Finserv Limited. 
➢ Sanjiv Puri (chairman and managing director of ITC Ltd) has taken over as president-designate of CII for the 

year 2023-24. 
➢ Rajiv Memani has taken over as vice-president of CII for the year 2023-24. 

8. Which Indian personality has been named as a member of the international advisory committee that will provide 
guidance and counsel to the presidency of the 28th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP28), UAE ___________ 
Mukesh Ambani. 
Note: 
➢ He is among 31 international experts named on the panel. 
➢ The panel will inspire collaborative and transformative action across adaptation, mitigation, damage, food, and 

nature-based solutions. 
9. Who has won the presidential election in Turkiye, extending his rule to a third decade ____________ Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan. 
Note: 
➢ He defeated opposition leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu in a runoff vote. 
➢ Out of 99.43% of the votes, Erdogan got 52.14% of the votes and Kilicdaroglu received 47.86%. 
➢ The vote seals Erdogan’s place in history as he extends his 20-year rule for a further five years. 
➢ Türkiye capital: Ankara and Currency: Turkish lira 

10. Who has been re-elected as the External Auditor of the World Health Organisation (WHO) for a four-year term (2024-
2027) ___________________ CAG Girish Chandra Murmu. 
Note: 
➢ The CAG is already holdsing this position in the WHO for a four-year term (2019-2023). 
➢ In the election held at the 76th World Health Assembly in Geneva, the CAG was re-elected with a majority of 

114 out of 156 votes. 
➢ Earlier, the CAG was selected as an External Auditor of the ILO. 

11. The Maharashtra govt has named whom as 'Smile Ambassador' under the state medical education & drug 
department’s 'Swachh Mukh Abhiyan ____________Sachin Tendulkar. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To spread awareness about oral health and hygiene 
➢ Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis signed an MoU with Sachin Tendulkar. 
➢ Deputy CM has informed that he has offered his association free of cost, and for the entire duration the 

government wishes to run the program. 
12. The Central Government has notified the appointment of whom as Acting Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court 

_______________Justice Nitin Jamdar. 
Note: 
➢ He has succeeded Chief Justice RD Dhanuka, who demitted office on May 30. 
➢ He is from Solapur and is the third generation to pursue law. 
➢ He practiced at the Bombay High Court in diverse fields, primarily in administrative and constitutional law. 
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➢ He represented various public bodies and was also Senior Standing Counsel for the Union of India. 
 

Important News – India 
 

1. Who has formally inaugurated the Centre of Excellence on Sustainable Land Management (CoE-SLM) at ICFRE, 
Dehradun _______________Union Minister of Environment, Bhupendra Yadav. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To promote South-South Cooperation and address land degradation issues through sustainable land 

management practices 
➢ The CoE-SLM is poised to make a lasting impact in addressing land degradation issues, by leveraging 

sustainable land management practices, and achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN). 
2. Union Minister of Ports, Sarbananda Sonowal has informed that the government will provide financial support of what 

percent for the promotion of Green Shipping __________30%. 
Note: 
➢ In addition, Green Hydrogen hubs will be developed at the Deendayal Port (Kandla) and Chidambaranar Port 

(Tuticorin). 
➢ Under the Green Tug Transition program, two tugs each will be procured for the Jawaharlal Nehru, VO 

Chidambaranar, Paradip, and Deendayal ports. 
➢ A portal will be designed for cruise bookings. 

3. Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd launched GRSE Accelerated Innovation Nurturing Scheme 
(GAINS) 2023 in which Indian city __________Kolkata. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To identify and encourage the development of innovative solutions toward technological advances in 

shipbuilding by Startups 
➢ Focus: AI, Renewable/Green Energy, Energy Efficiency, and Efficiency Enhancement 
➢ It was launched by G Surya Prakash, Assistant Manager (Finance) of GRSE. 
➢ GRSE was established as a Category 1 Mini Ratna Company. 

4. The Heavy Industries Ministry notified that the government would reduce the subsidy provided under the FAME-II 
scheme applicable to electric two-wheelers registered on or after which date ________________June 1, 2023. 
Note: 
➢ The subsidy for electric two-wheelers would be reduced to ₹10,000 per kilowatt hour (kWh). 
➢ The cap on incentives for electric two-wheelers will be 15% of the ex-factory price of vehicles from 40% 

(present). 
➢ FAME India Scheme is a part of the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 

5. The Union Minister for Rural Development, Giriraj Singh has launched which campaign Campaign on promote Digital 
Transactions in 50000 Gram Panchayats' in Lucknow _______________‘SAMARTH'. 
Note: 
➢ Implemented by: Ministry of Rural Development 
➢ Aim: To promote Digital Transactions in rural areas, focusing on women 
➢ Minister has lauded the SHG’s NPA, which was reduced from 9.58 % in 2013 to below 2%, and urged banks to 

recognize and outstanding credit performance of SHG Didis and facilitate loans. 
6. The Central Board of Direct Taxes has raised the tax exemption on leave encashment on the retirement of non-

government salaried employees from ₹3 lakh to what amount, effective from 1 April 2023 ____________₹25 lakh. 
Note: 
➢ It was announced in the union budget 2023. 
➢ It applies to the period of earned leave in the credit of the employee at the time of retirement whether on 

superannuation or otherwise. 
➢ In the case of government employees, the entire leave encashment amount received is tax-exempt. 

7. India will unveil its new __________ petaflop supercomputer for weather forecasting institutes by the end of 2023 
________18. 
Note: 
➢ The new supercomputer will be bought at a cost of Rs 900 crore. 
➢ NCMRWF will be allocated eight petaflop supercomputing power with the remaining 10 petaflops going to IITM 
➢ The NCMRWF houses 'Mihir', a 2.8 petaflop supercomputer 

8. PM Modi inaugurated the new New Delhi Parliament House on which date _____________May 28, 2023. 
Note: 
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➢ He has also installed the Sengol with Nandi in the Lok Sabha chamber. 
➢ Constructed by: Tata Projects Ltd 
➢ Three main gates: Gyan Dwar, Shakti Dwar, and Karma Dwar 
➢ The new building can comfortably seat 888 members in the Lok Sabha chamber and 300 in the Rajya Sabha 

chamber 
➢ The new Lok Sabha chamber has a peacock theme and Rajya Sabha's theme is based on National Flower, Lotus 

9. Norodom Sihamoni has arrived in New Delhi on a three-day visit to India, is a king of which country _________Cambodia 
Note: 
➢ The King will have bilateral meetings with President Droupadi Murmu and PM Modi. 
➢ He will also pay floral tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at Raj Ghat. 
➢ The visit marks the culmination of the celebrations of the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations between 

India and Cambodia. 
➢ This visit by the King of Cambodia is taking place after almost six decades. 

10. Ministry of Education and which country’s Department of State launched the India-US Working Group on Education 
and Skill Development ___________United States of America. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To enhance cooperation and collaboration between the two countries in the field of education and skill 

development 
➢ The working group exchanged perspectives on skill development and vocational education, certification and 

recognition, partnerships between US and Indian higher educational institutions, and engaging with the private 
sector. 

11. Which Indian personality was accorded a Ceremonial Guard of Honour at the Admiralty House in Sydney, Australia 
______________PM Modi. 
Note: 
➢ During his visit, India and Australia signed agreements in the field of migration and mobility partnership and 

on the Green Hydrogen task force. 
➢ The MoUs were exchanged after a bilateral meeting between PM Narendra Modi and his Australian counterpart 

Anthony Albanese. 
12. Molbio Diagnostics and _____________ have collaborated to design, develop and commercialize point-of-care diagnostic 

devices, SickleCert ____________ ShsanMukha Innovations. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To diagnose hemoglobin-related diseases. 
➢ ShanMukha Innovations is an IISc spin-off that specializes in creating mobile diagnostic solutions. 
➢ SickleCert is a first-of-its-kind indigenous point-of-care confirmatory test in the country for quantitative 

detection and differentiation of sickle cell disease/trait. 
13. Which country has decided to allow India's Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) Limited to develop a second hydropower 

project in the country ___________Nepal. 
Note: 
➢ Presently, SJVN is developing a 900-MW Arun -III hydroelectric project, a run-of-river located on the Arun River 

in Eastern Nepal. 
➢ The draft project development agreement was approved by Nepal PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda and is to 

be signed with India's state-owned SJVN to develop the 669 MW Lower Arun Hydropower project in eastern 
Nepal. 

14. Which edition of Arab League Summit has been concluded in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia with the adoption of the Jeddah 
Declaration ____________32nd. 
Note: 
➢ This declaration focuses on fostering Arab unity and addressing various regional challenges. 
➢ The unanimous decision to readmit Syria to the Arab League 
➢ The declaration emphasizes the need for increased pan-Arab efforts to assist Syria in resolving its ongoing 

crisis 
➢ It also proclaims the Arab League's commitment to the Arab Peace Initiative 

15. Which edition of meeting of the NITI Aayog Governing Council was concluded in New Delhi, presided over by PM Modi 
as the Chairman of NITI Aayog ________________ Eighth. 
Note: 
➢ Theme: Viksit Bharat @2047: Role of Team India 
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➢ The MoU was signed in the presence of Rohan Khaunte (Minister for Tourism, Goa) and Pushkar Singh Dhami 
(CM of Uttarakhand). 

➢ Aim: To promote bilateral cooperation in the travel and tourism sector 
➢ The signing of this MoU is also aligned with the ‘Dekho Apna Desh’ initiative launched by PM Narendra Modi. 

7. Who has flagged off Assam's first Vande Bharat Express train through video conferencing on May 29, 2023 
________________ PM Modi. 
Note: 
➢ This new service will cover the distance of 411 km between Guwahati and New Jalpaiguri in 5 hours and 30 

minutes. 
➢ The train will stop at Kamakhya, New Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar, New Alipurduar, and New Coochbehar and 

culminate at NJP 
➢ This will be the third Vande Bharat for West Bengal, after Howrah-NJP Vande Bharat Express and Howrah-Puri 

Vande Bharat Express 
8. Which state government has launched ‘Artificial Intelligence for Youth’ initiatives _______ Odisha. 

Note: 
➢ He has also launched ‘Odisha for AI’. 
➢ Odisha for AI: A free 4-hour course on AI by Intel on its app/site 
➢ In the first phase, the initiative will be implemented in Bhubaneswar, Puri, and Cuttack. 
➢ AI for youth: It is for students (below 18) of 2000 5T schools of phase 1 and Odisha Adarsh Vidyalayas 
➢ Aim: To create an ecosystem fostering research, innovation, and application across sectors 

9. Which state government has launched a 'Mo Ghara’ (My House) scheme _______ Odisha. 
Note: 
➢ Aim:  to provide credit-linked financial assistance to beneficiaries who face a fund crunch to complete or 

upgrade their houses 
➢ The scheme will cover all such families who were left out in the existing housing schemes. 
➢ Under the Scheme, a beneficiary can avail housing loan up to Rs 3 Lakh which can be repaid in 10 years 

excluding a one-year moratorium period in easy installments. 
 

Important News– World 
 

1. During the visit to Japan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the bust of Mahatma Gandhi in which country on 20 
May 2023 ________________Hiroshima, Japan. 
Note: 
➢ The Mahatma Gandhi bust has been gifted by the Government of India to the city of Hiroshima as a symbol of 

friendship and goodwill between India and Japan. 
➢ The 42 inches tall bronze bust has been sculpted by Padma Bhushan awardee Ram Vanji Sutar. 
➢ The bust site, adjacent to the Motoyasu River, is close to the iconic A-Bomb Dome. 

2. Who has made history as the first Arab woman astronaut to travel to the International Space Station (ISS) as part of 
the private Ax-2 mission _______________ Saudi Arabia’s Rayyanah Barnawi. 
Note: 
➢ She is a breast cancer researcher and was joined on the mission by fellow Saudi Ali Al-Qarni, a fighter pilot. 
➢ The Axiom Mission 2 (Ax-2) crew took off aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from the Kennedy Space Center at 

Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
➢ The team also includes Peggy Whitson and John Shoffner. 

3. Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with his Papua New Guinea counterpart James Marape released the Tamil classic 
'Thirukkural' in which language _____________ Tok Pisin. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To bring Indian thought and culture closer to the people of this southwestern Pacific nation. 
➢ Tok Pisin is the official language of Papua New Guinea. 
➢ Thirukkural is a collection of couplets on ethics, political and economic matters, and love, is written by Poet 

Thiruvalluvar. 
4. Which Indian organization has expanded its partnership with Google Cloud to launch its Generative AI _________Tata 

Consultancy Services (TCS). 
Note: 
➢ It leverages Google Cloud’s generative AI services. 
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➢ It is designed and deployed for custom-tailored business solutions that help clients harness the power of this 
new technology to accelerate their growth. 

➢ It is powered by Google Cloud’s Generative AI tools – Vertex AI, Generative AI Application Builder and Model 
Garden, and TCS’ own solutions. 

5. The Roads and Transport Authority of Dubai has set a target to achieve zero-emissions public transportation by which 
year __________2050. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To contribute to climate change mitigation and minimize its carbon footprint across three critical areas 

(public transportation, buildings and facilities, and waste management) 
➢ This move aligns with the UAE COP28 preparations and UAE Net Zero by 2050 Strategic Initiative 
➢ It outlined ten key initiatives, each assigned to various agencies and sectors 

6. According to the Financial Times Ranking 2023, which Indian business school has been placed among the top 4 
schools in India ____________ IIM Kozhikode. 
Note:  
➢ It has been ranked among the top 75 schools worldwide for its Open Enrolment Executive Education 

Programme. 
➢ IIM Kozhikode has been ranked 72 among the top 75 providers of open-enrolment executive programs globally. 
➢ While IIM Ahmedabad ranked 45, IIM Bangalore at 47, and Indian School of Business at 65. 
➢ Topped by: Iese Business School, Spain, followed by HEC Paris. 

7. Which company is the only Indian company to feature in the Top 50 innovative companies 2023 list, released by 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG) _____________ Tata Group. 
Note: 
➢ Tata Group ranked 20 among the Top 50 innovative companies. 
➢ Top 10: Apple, Tesla, Amazon, Alphabet, Microsoft, Moderna, Samsung, Huawei, BYD, and Siemens 
➢ BCG's list parameters: Superior performance, higher resilience to shocks and disruptions, and the ability to 

exploit innovation faster for value-creating growth, among other things 
8. According to the annual “State and Trends of Carbon Pricing” report, revenues from carbon taxes and Emissions 

Trading Systems (ETS) have reached a record high, about $95 billion. This report was published by which organization 
___________ World Bank. 
Note: 
➢ This is despite the challenging context for governments facing high inflation, fiscal pressures, and energy crises. 
➢ Several countries are using a price on carbon emissions to help meet their climate goals in the form of a tax and 

Emissions Trading System (ETS). 
9. A new greenhouse gas monitoring initiative to support urgent action to reduce heat-trapping gases which are fuelling 

temperature increase, is approved at which congress ________ World Meteorological Congress. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To fill critical information gaps and provide an integrated, operational framework 
➢ The framework will bring all space-based and surface-based observing systems, as well as modeling and data 

assimilation capabilities, under one roof. 
➢ It was supported by the WMO’s 193 Members. 

 
Honor & Awards 

 
1. PM Modi has been conferred with the highest honors by Fiji and which country ___________Papua New Guinea. 

Note: 
➢ He was conferred with the "The Companion of the Order of Fiji" by his Fijian PM, Sitiveni Rabuka for his global 

leadership. 
➢ While Papua New Guinea conferred its highest civilian order, Grand Companion of the Order of Logohu for 

championing the cause of unity of Pacific Island countries. 
➢ PM Modi is on a visit to Papua New Guinea to attend the third India-Pacific Islands Cooperation Summit. 

2. Who has received the Best Actor Award at the Osaka Tamil International Film Festival held in Japan ___________ 
Thalapathy Vijay. 
Note: 
➢ He was awarded for his performance in 'Master' (directed by Lokesh Kanagaraj), released in 2021 
➢ While Kangana Ranaut has bagged the Best Actress Award for her performance in Thalaivii. 
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➢ Other winners: Best Tamil Film: Sarpatta Parambarai; Best Director: Pa. Ranjith (Sarpatta Parambarai); Best 
Supporting Actor: K. Manikandan; Best Supporting Actress: Lijomol Jose 

3. Who has bagged the 2023 International Booker Prize for their book 'Time Shelter' _______ Georgi Gospodinov. 
Note: 
➢ Translated by: Angela Rodel 
➢ It is the first book originally written in Bulgarian to be nominated for the award. 
➢ The prize has recognized fiction translated into English and published in the United Kingdom or Ireland in the 

year leading up to the award. 
➢ Prize money: 50,000 pounds (about $62,000) shared equally between the author and translator 

4. How many Indians have been honored posthumously with the Dag Hammarskjold Medal ____________ Three. 
Note: 
➢ India's Permanent Representative at UN Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj has received the medal in honor of three 

Indian peacekeepers who lost their lives in the line of duty in 2022 
➢ BSF Head Constables Shishupal Singh and Sanwala Ram Vishnoi have served with the Organisation Stabilisation 

Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
➢ While Shaber Taher Ali served in a civilian capacity with UNAMI 

5. Who has bagged the Best Actor award at the International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA) 2023 held in Abu Dhabi 
_______________ Hrithik Roshan. 
Note: 
➢ He was awarded for his performance in Vikram Vedha. 
➢ While Alia Bhatt also won the Best Actor (Female) award for Gangubai Kathiawadi. 
➢ Best Film: Drishyam 2 
➢ Best Director: R Madhavan (Rocketry: The Nambi Effect) 
➢ Supporting Role: Best Actor (Female): Mouni Roy (Brahmastra: Part One - Shiva); Best Actor(Male): Anil 

Kapoor (Jugg Jugg Jeeyo) 
6. Governor of Goa, P S Sreedharan Pillai has presented the 57th Jnanpith Award, the country's highest literary honor, to 

whom ________________Goan writer Damodar Mauzo. 
Note: 
➢ 25 books have been published in Konkani and one in English. 
➢ Many of his books have also been translated into different languages. 
➢ In 1983, he has conferred the Sahitya Akademi Award for his novel 'Karmelin'. 
➢ He is the second Goan to receive the Jnanpith Award, after Ravindra Kelekar, who received the award in 2008. 

7. Name the drama, which was conferred with the Palme d’Or, the highest prize at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival 
_____________'Anatomy of a Fall' (directed by Justine Triet). 
Note: 
➢ She is the third woman director to win Cannes' top honour. 
➢ Other awardees: Honorary Palme d’Or: Michael Douglas; Best Actress: Merve Dizdar (for About Dry Grasses); 

Best Actor: Kōji Yakusho (For Perfect Days); Best Director: Tran Anh Hung (For The Pot-Au-Feu); Short Film 
Palme d’Or: 27 (directed by Flóra Anna Buda) 

8. The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) has conferred the award in the 'Smart Mobility' 
category to which state transport ___________Brihanmumbai Electric Supply & Transport Undertaking (BEST). 
Note: 
➢ Reason: Pioneering efforts in adopting green and sustainable practices 
➢ The BEST has been working on its transformation for 2 years, such as 10,000 Electric Buses, Digital Tickets on 

NCMC and BEST Chalo App, First And Last Mile Services, and Mobility-As-A-Service (MaaS). 
9. Which Indian organization has conferred the prestigious "GreenTech Safety Award 2023" under Safety Excellence 

Category at the 21st Annual Greentech awards function _____________RINL. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: For its outstanding contribution to improving workplace safety in 2022-23 
➢ The 21st Annual Greentech Awards was organized by the Greentech Foundation to recognize the organizations 

that are taking responsibility for defining a commercial future by adding value through excellence in fire, safety, 
and security management. 

Sports News 
1. Who has clinched his maiden Italian Open 2023 title, after beating Holger Rune ____________ Daniil Medvedev (from 

Russia). 
Note: 
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➢ It is Medvedev's fifth title of 2023 and victory lifts him above Novak Djokovic to second in the world rankings. 
➢ Other winners: Women's Single Title: Elena Andreyevna Rybakina (Kazakhstani) after defeating Anhelina 

Kalinina; Men's Double: Hugo Nys and Jan Zieliński; Women's Double: Storm Sanders and Elise  
2. Which Indian athlete clinched a bronze medal at the Golden Grand Prix 2023 athletics meet in the women's long jump 

in Japan ______________Shaili Singh. 
Note: 
➢ She has attempted a jump of 6.65 meter, which provided her third place on the podium. 
➢ Germany’s Maryse Luzolo won the gold medal with an effort of 6.79 meter while Australia’s Brooke Buschkuehl 

bagged the silver medal with a 6.77 meter leap. 
➢ During the Indian Grand Prix 4 athletics meet in Bengaluru, she has registered a jump of 6.76 meter. 

3. As per the latest rankings released by World Athletics, who has become the new world number one in the men’s 
javelin throw with 1455 points ______________Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra. 
Note: 
➢ Anderson Peters from Grenadian ranked second, followed by Jakub Vadlejch, and Julian Weber. 
➢ Neeraj Chopra also became the first Indian to win a gold medal in a track and field event at the Tokyo Olympics. 
➢ In 2023, he won the Diamond League in Doha with a world-leading effort of 88.67m. 

4. Which sports brand would become the new kit sponsor of the Indian national cricket team _____________Adidas. 
Note: 
➢ In 2020, the BCCI signed a three-year deal with the Mobile Premier League’s sports merchandise brand MPL 

Sports to replace American sportswear manufacturer Nike. 
➢ Clothing brand Killer Jeans became an interim sponsor after that deal ended prematurely and their contract 

will expire on May 31, 2023. 
5. Who has successfully defended his title in the men’s long jump event at the 13th International Jumping Meeting 2023 

in Kallithea, Greece __________ Murali Sreeshankar. 
Note: 
➢ He registered his season-best jump of 8.18m to beat his compatriot. 
➢ This was Murali Sreeshankar’s third competition of the year and also the third gold medal. 
➢ While Jeswin Aldrin has claimed silver with an effort of 7.85m. 
➢ Jalen Rucker of Australia won bronze for a 7.80m effort in the 12-man field. 

6. PM Modi will inaugurate which edition of Khelo India University Games 2022 via video conferencing on May 25, 2023 
__________Third. 
Note: 
➢ The event will be attended by Union Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur and UP CM Yogi Adityanath. 
➢ The events related to the university games have already started on May 23 in the Gautam Budh Nagar district. 
➢ Event locations: Varanasi, Gorakhpur, Lucknow, and Gautam Buddha Nagar 
➢ Mascot: Jitu, which represents Swamp Deer (Barasingha) - the state animal of UP 

7. Who has won the Superbet Rapid and Blitz Poland 2023, held at the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw, 
Poland ___________GM Magnus Carlsen. 
Note: 
➢ He finished with a score of 24/36 and won the cash prize of $40,000. 
➢ Jan-Krzyzstof Duda (Polish), who placed second ended with 23/36. 
➢ While the USA’s Wesley So and France’s Maxime Vachier-Lagrave finished in a tie for third. 
➢ The 2023 Grand Chess Tour continues with the SuperUnited Rapid & Blitz in Zagreb Croatia. 

8. Who has clinched his maiden BWF World Tour title 2023, held at the Malaysia Masters Super 500 badminton 
tournament ______________ H.S. Prannoy. 
Note: 
➢ In finals, he beat Weng Hong Yang of China 21-19, 13-21, 21-18. 
➢ He had previously clinched the title at the 2017 US Open. 
➢ Women's singles: Akane Yamaguchi 
➢ Men's Double: Kang Min-hyuk and Seo Seung-jae 
➢ Women's doubles:  Baek Ha-na and Lee So-hee 
➢ Mixed doubles: Dechapol Puavaranukroh and Sapsiree Taerattanachai 

9. Which team has defeated defending champions Gujarat Titans by 5 wickets to win its 5th IPL title ________ Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK). 
Note: 
➢ The final match of IPL 2023 was held at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad, Gujarat on May 29, 2023. 
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➢ The announcement was made during the 61st edition of the International Supercomputing Conference (ISC 
2023) held in Germany. 

➢ Airawat PSAI, stands as India’s largest and fastest AI supercomputing system, with a remarkable speed of 
13,170 teraflops (Rpeak) 

➢ Other Indian supercomputers: PARAM Siddhi-AI (131), Pratyush (169), and Mihir (316) 
3. ISRO has successfully launched a second generation NVS-01, by using a GSLV rocket with a cryogenic upper stage. 

What is the type of this satellite __________Navigation Satellite. 
Note: 
➢ NVS-01 would augment the India's regional navigation system, providing accurate and real-time navigation 
➢ The GSLV-F12/NVS-01 mission was launched from the 2nd launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, 

Sriharikota 
➢ The signals will be more secure, civilian frequency band has been introduced 
➢ This was one of five such satellites. 

4. India’s defense production has increased by more than 12% from last fiscal year and crossed _______ threshold for the 
first time ____________ 1 trillion rupees. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: India is reducing its reliance on imports from countries such as Russia 
➢ The value of India’s local defence production jumped to 1.07 trillion rupees, as on March 31, 2023, and was 

expected to rise further once data from some private defence companies came in. 
5. Which submarine has been returned to Mumbai (India) after undergoing a major refit at Naval Dockyard in Russia, 

after sailing for 97 days _______________ INS Sindhuratna. 
Note: 
➢ The ship returned passage through the Norwegian Sea, English Channel, and the Mediterranean Sea. 
➢ It had gone for an upgrade in Severodvinsk after a major accident in February 2014. 
➢ INS Sindhuratna is a Russian Type 877EKM diesel-electric submarine. 
➢ It is popularly called a NATO-defined Kilo-class sub. 

6. Indian Navy and Royal Saudi Naval Force (RSNF) concluded the sea phase of the second edition of bilateral exercise 'Al 
Mohed Al Hindi 23', which was held in which location ___________Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia. 
Note: 
➢ Indian Navy participated with the INS Tarkash, INS Subhadra, and Dornier Maritime Patrol aircraft (MPA). 
➢ The RSNF was represented by HMS Badr and Abdul Aziz, MH 60R helo, and UAV. 
➢ The exercise culminated with debrief at sea followed by a traditional steam past. 

7. The Joint Bangladesh-US Naval drill Exercise ‘Tiger Shark 40’ has started at BNS Nirvik in which location 
_________Chattogram. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To increase the strategic capabilities of both countries and to acquire mutual technical and procedural 

knowledge 
➢ It is being undertaken to improve the existing good relations between the armed forces of the two countries. 
➢ Bangladesh Army and Navy and US Special Forces participated in this training exercise held under the 

management of Commodore Swords Command. 
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