




 
 
 

3 
 

➢ It also includes all deposit-taking Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs), including Housing Finance 
Companies. 

7. Which bank has introduced an EMI facility for UPI payments made by scanning a QR code ________ICICI Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Those customers are eligible for the PayLater facility can avail of the EMI facility using the Bank’s ‘buy now, pay 

later’ option. 
➢ Customers can pay amounts above Rs 10,000 in easy installments for 3, 6, and 9 months. 
➢ The ICICI Bank's PayLater facility was introduced in 2018 to enable customers to buy small ticket items in a 

completely paperless manner. 
8. JICA (Japanese lender) and which bank will provide a USD 125 million funding line to India's IndusInd Bank __________ 

Citibank. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: For co-finance funding for on-lending to the agricultural sector in the country. 
➢ The funding includes a JPY 13 billion (approx USD 97.45 million) loan from the Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) and another USD 30 million from Citi to IndusInd Bank. 
➢ In the past, Citi has committed USD 1 trillion to sustainable finance by 2030. 

9. According to the World Economic Outlook of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), what would be India's economic 
growth for the current fiscal (2023-24) _______5.9%. 
Note: 
➢ Yet India will continue to be the fastest-growing economy in the world. 
➢ It has also lowered the forecast for 2024-25 to 6.3% from the 6.8% it had predicted in January 2023. 
➢ IMF growth forecast is lower than projections by the RBI, which predicted a 6.4% in the current fiscal. 

10. Which indices has launched the country's first-ever Real Estate Investment Trusts and Infrastructure Investment 
Trusts index -Nifty REITs and InvITs Index _______ NSE Indices Ltd. 
Note:  
➢ Aim: To track the performance of REITs and InvITs that are publicly listed and traded on the NSE 
➢ A Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) or an Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) is an investment vehicle 

that owns revenue-generating real estate or infrastructure assets. 
11. The RBI has proposed to prohibit the capitalization of penal charges and additional interest levied by banks on 

customers for which type of defaulters __________Loan defaults. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To streamline divergent practices followed by lenders 
➢ As per the draft circular on 'Fair Lending Practice - Penal Charges in Loan Accounts', the quantum of penal 

charges should be proportional to the defaults/non-compliance of material terms and conditions of loan 
contracts up to a threshold. 

12. Which bank has signed a "Master Inter Bank Credit Agreement" with the Export-Import Bank of Korea for a USD 300 
million line of credit _______HDFC Bank. 
Note: 
➢ The pact was signed by the two entities at GIFT City in Gujarat's capital Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 
➢ It will help bank to raise foreign currency funds which it would extend to Korea-related businesses. 
➢ It can be utilized towards funding requirements of consumers for the purchase of cars manufactured by Korean 

companies. 
13. RBI has authorized the which bank to collect direct and indirect taxes on behalf of the Central Board of Direct Taxes 

(CBDT) and the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) ________ Karnataka Bank. 
Note: 
➢ The RBI authorized on the recommendation from the Controller General of Accounts (CGA). 
➢ Customers are enjoying seamless online payments for custom duty by selecting Karnataka Bank in the Indian 

Customs Electronic Gateway 'ICEGATE' portal of CBIC. 
14. Which bank and NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd (NBBL) have launched cross-border inward bill payment services for Indians 

based in Oman ________ Canara Bank. 
Note: 
➢ NRIs can now leverage the robust platform offered by the Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) to make bill 

payments on behalf of their families through the Musandam Exchange. 
➢ With this, Canara Bank becomes the first public sector bank in India to offer inbound cross-border bill 

payments through BBPS. 
15. Which bank has become the first Indian company to have over 50 lakh shareholders _______ Canara Bank. 
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Note: 
➢ The bank had 50.6 lakh shareholders as of March 31, 2023, all of whom were public shareholders. 
➢ While Tata Power was a far second with 38.5 lakh shareholders, followed by Reliance Industries with 33.6 lakh 

shareholders, according to the December 2022 shareholding disclosures. 
➢ Since then, the total number of shares held has also more than doubled from 1,255 crores to 2,875 crores. 

16. Agri-tech company Fasal signed a partnership agreement with which bank to provide farmers with easy access to 
capital __________State Bank of India (SBI). 
Note: 
➢ The partnership will help to solve the cash-flow constraints during key cycles in farming by providing quick, 

easy, and collateral-free loans at very competitive rates. 
➢ These ties will help to fulfill Fasal’s larger objective of solving the many challenges across the entire 

horticulture value chain. 
17. According to the United Nations, India's economic growth is projected to decelerate at what percent in 2023 

_______6%. 
Note: 
➢ The UNCTAD in its latest Trade and Development Report Update released, expects global growth in 2023 to 

drop to 2.1%, compared to the 2.2% projected in September 2022. 
➢ UNCTAD expects the South-Asian region to expand at a still fast pace of 5.1 percent in 2023. 
➢ Recently, IMF lowered India's economic growth projection for the current fiscal to 5.9%. 

 
Obituaries 

 
1. Jalabala Vaidya passes away at 86 in New Delhi, was a legendary _________ Theatre actor. 

Note: 
➢ She was the daughter of Indian author and freedom fighter Suresh Vaidya and English classical singer Madge 

Franckeiss. 
➢ She was awarded the Delhi government's Varisht Samman, Sangeet Natak Akademi's Tagore Award, Delhi 

Natya Sangh Award, the Andhra Pradesh Natya Akademi Honor, and Honorary Citizenship of the City of 
Baltimore, USA. 

2. Naresh Gupta passed away at 72 after a prolonged illness, was former Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of which Indian 
State _______ Tamil Nadu. 
Note: 
➢ He was a native of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 
➢ He was the CEO during the DMK regime between 1998 and 2000. Subsequently, late chief minister J Jayalalithaa 

appointed him as home secretary. 
➢ He was again posted as the CEO between 2005 and 2010 and held the post during the 2006 assembly election 

and 2009 general elections. 
3. Keshub Mahindra passed away at 99 in Mumbai, was a chairman of which company _________ Mahindra & Mahindra. 

Note: 
➢ He served as chairman of the conglomerate from 1963 to 2012. 
➢ He joined the Board of the company in 1948 and was elected chairman in 1963. 
➢ He was awarded Chevalier de l'Ordre National de la Legion d'honneur by the French Government in 1987. 
➢ He re-entered the Forbes list of India’s Richest Billionaires for 2023 with a net worth of $1.2 billion. 

4. Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury passed away at 81 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, was a Veteran ________Public Health Activist. 
Note: 
➢ He was a vascular surgeon and a pioneer in public health. 
➢ He won the Ramon Magsaysay Award in the Community Leadership category in 1985 and the Right Livelihood 

Prize in 1992 for his outstanding work in the public health sector. 
➢ In 1971, he left his medical studies in the UK to join the liberation war of Bangladesh. 

5. Uttara Baokar passed away at 79 in Pune, Maharashtra, was veteran _______ Television actress. 
Note: 
➢ In 1984, she won India's National Academy for Acting, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award. 
➢ She also appeared in Marathi films like Doghi (1995) with Sadashiv Amrapurkar and Renuka Daftardar, 

Uttarayan (2005), Shevri (2006), and Restaurant (2006), with Sonali Kulkarni. 
➢ She has played various roles in different plays such as Padmavati in Mukyhamantri and Mena in Mena Gurjari. 
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4. Home Minister Amit Shah has launched the ‘Vibrant Villages Programme’ in Kibithoo, a border village in the Anjaw 
district of which state _________Arunachal Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ He has also inaugurated nine Micro Hydel Projects of the AP government constructed under the “Golden Jubilee 

Border Illumination Programme” in Kibithoo. 
➢ These electricity projects will empower people living in border villages. 
➢ In the first phase, 662 villages have been identified for priority coverage. 

5. Who has inaugurated the scientific convention on the occasion of World Homoeopathy Day on April 10, 2023, in New 
Delhi _________Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar. 
Note: 
➢ The Convention has been organised by the Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy under the Ministry of 

AYUSH. 
➢ This year, the theme is "One Health, One Family." 
➢ It aims to promote homoeopathic treatment among the people through the neighbourhood family physicians. 

6. India’s first post office will be constructed using 3D printing technology in which Indian state ________Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. 
Note: 
➢ The project at Cambridge Layout in Ulsoor is being implemented by Larsen & Toubro, which has experience in 

constructing 3D-printed buildings. 
➢ The 1,100 sqft building is expected to cost 30-40% less than conventional buildings because of technological 

intervention. 
➢ The post office is being built at a cost of Rs 23 lakh. 

7. According to the State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI) report 2021-22, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Rajasthan, 
and Telangana are selected in which category in the SEEI 2021-22 _________ Front-runners 
Note 
➢ Achiever category (score between 50-60): Assam, Haryana, Maharashtra, and Punjab 
➢ Based on their efforts and achievements, states have been classified into four categories: Front runner, 

Achiever, Contender, and Aspirant. 
➢ This report was released by Power Minister R. K. Singh in New Delhi. 

8. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has granted the national party status to which party ________ Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP). 
Note: 
➢ AAP was recognized as a state party in the NCT of Delhi. 
➢ While ECI has withdrawn the national party status of the Trinamool Congress (TMC) and Communist Party of 

India (CPI). 
➢ Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) has received recognition as a state party in Nagaland. 
➢ Tipra Motha Party got recognition as a state party in Tripura. 

9. Union Minister of Law, Kiren Rijiju has released the first edition of which language version of the Constitution of India 
at the University of Jammu _______ Dogri. 
Note: 
➢ During the event, he informed that the government is digitizing about 65,000 words of the legal glossary to 

frame a core vocabulary for the understanding of all citizens. 
➢ About Dogri Language: 

o It is one of the 22 official languages of India. 
o It is widely spoken in the Jammu region of J&K, India. 

10. PM Narendra Modi has flagged off the first Vande Bharat Express train of which state on April 12, 2023 ________ 
Rajasthan. 
Note: 
➢ It is the world’s first semi-high-speed passenger train on high-rise overhead electric (OHE) territory. 
➢ It will make its inaugural journey between Jaipur and Delhi Cantt railway stations. 
➢ It will operate between Ajmer and Delhi Cantt, with stops at Jaipur, Alwar, and Gurgaon. 
➢ It will complete the Ajmer-Delhi Cantt journey in 5 hours and 15 minutes. 

11. What is the name of new campaign, launched by the WhatsApp to highlight the several safety features that are pre-
built on the messaging app ________Stay Safe with WhatsApp. 
Note: 
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➢ It will run for three months with a focus on several safety-centric features like ‘Block and Report,’ ‘Two-Step 
Verification,’ and ‘Privacy and group settings.’ 

➢ The campaign highlights why it is important to add two-step verification to WhatsApp, which requires a 6-digit 
pin and an OTP to authenticate a user. 

12. According to the data, released by the Ministry of Statistics, the index of industrial production (IIP) has expanded as 
the manufacturing sector's output increased by what percent in February 2023 ________5.3%. 
Note: 
➢ While the mining output increased by 4.6 % and Power generation raised to 8.2%. 
➢ In January 2023, the IIP growth was revised to 5.5% from 5.2 percent. 
➢ The industrial output of the country in February 2023 rose 5.6 percent, on a year-on-year basis. 

13. Union Minister of Fisheries has launched the Animal Pandemic Preparedness Initiative (APPI) on April 14, 2023. Who 
is he ________ Parshottam Rupala. 
Note: 
➢ He will also launch the World Bank-funded Animal Health System Support for One Health (AHSSOH) project. 
➢ Aim: To create an ecosystem for a better animal health management system using the One Health approach 
➢ It will be implemented over a five-year as a Central sector scheme with a financial provision of Rs. 1228.70 Cr. 

14. Uttarakhand CM, Pushkar Singh Dhami has launched a program named A-HELP. What is the full form of A-HELP 
_______Accredited Agent for Health and Extension of Livestock Production. 
Note: 
➢ Women have been chosen to strengthen livestock-related activities in remote rural areas, keeping in mind their 

important role under the A-HELP scheme, envisioned by Govt. of India. 
➢ Trained A-HELPs will help to prevent the various infectious diseases of animals, and artificial insemination 

under Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 
15. National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has signed an agreement with how many Universities to inspire youth 

towards water conservation and river rejuvenation ______49. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To bring the student community to the forefront of the mass movement for creating a sustainable 

ecosystem of rivers. 
➢ This also ensures the cleanliness and purity of River Ganga with the rejuvenation of rivers being the prime 

objective of the Namami Gange Mission. 
➢ Jal Shakti Minister: Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 

16. Which museum and State Museum, Lucknow signed an MoU to work together toward environmental conservation and 
education among the masses ________ National Museum of Natural History (NMNH). 
Note: 
➢ The multi-dimensional efforts will be made in organizing programs for school and college students to create 

awareness about nature. 
➢ NMNH was established to portray and promote awareness of the country's Natural Heritage. 
➢ It is an institution devoted to environmental education. 

17. According to the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), CM Jagan Mohan Reddy has the highest assets totaling Rs 
510 crore, is a CM of which Indian state ________ Andhra Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ Followed by Arunanchal Pradesh’s Pema Khandu (over Rs 163 crore) and Odisha’s Naveen Pattnaik (over Rs 63 

crore). 
➢ While West Bengal CM Mamta Banerjee has the lowest total assets of about Rs 15 lakh. 
➢ Out of the 30 CMs analyzed, 29 are crorepatis with the average assets being Rs 33.96 crore for every CM. 

18. India's first semi-high-speed regional rail services have been named ______ by the National Capital Region Transport 
Corporation (NCRTC) _________'RAPIDX'. 
Note: 
➢ The trains will run on the Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) corridors, being implemented to connect key 

urban nodes across NCR. 
➢ It is a joint venture company of the Union government and Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh. 
➢ The NCRTC will commission the entire Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor by 2025. 

19. Which organization and the Ministry of Agriculture signed to promote innovation in the agricultural sector among 
school students across India _______ AIM, NITI Aayog,. 
Note: 
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➢ The committee will look into various aspects including infrastructure, health, and medical facilities, and the 
qualification of staff. 

➢ The committee will also provide recommendations to the government for improvement. 
 

Important News – World 
 

1. India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ruchira Kamboj has handed over the contribution of what 
amount to the UN Trust Fund in support of the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) ______USD 2 
million. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: New Delhi’s commitment to peace and stability in Somalia and the Horn of Africa 
➢ Earlier, India had contributed USD 4 million to African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). 
➢ ATMIS was established on 1 April 2022. 

2. Emine Dzhaparova is on a four-day visit to India from April 9, 2023, she is the first Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of which country _________Ukraine. 
Note: 
➢ During the visit, she will hold talks with Sanjay Verma, Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs. 
➢ Both sides are expected to discuss bilateral relations. 
➢ They will also exchange views on the current situation in Ukraine and global issues of mutual interest. 
➢ Both shares warm and friendly relations and multifaceted cooperation. 

3. Bangladesh, Japan, and India will hold a meeting in which Indian state on 11-12 April, 2023, for connectivity initiatives 
to harness the commercial potential of the region ______ Tripura. 
Note: 
➢ The event will be organized by Asian Confluence, a think tank based out of North East India, in collaboration 

with India's foreign ministry. 
➢ It will be attended by deputy foreign ministers of Bangladesh and India along with the chief minister of Tripura 

and the Japanese envoy to India 
4. EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar will be on official visits to Uganda and which country from 11-15 April 2023 ________ 

Mozambique. 
Note: 
➢ In the first leg, he will visit Uganda and is expected to hold delegation-level talks with his counterpart Foreign 

Minister of Uganda General Jeje Odongo. 
➢ He will also inaugurate the transit campus of the National Forensic Science University in Jinja. 
➢ Later, he will visit Mozambique and co-chair the 5th Joint Commission Meeting with Foreign Minister Ms. 

Veronica Macamo. 
5. Who has launched the 'Tulsi Ghat Restoration Project' of Varanasi in Kampala (Uganda) ________ EAM S Jaishankar. 

Note: 
➢ He has appreciated the initiatives of Overseas Friends of BJP-Uganda's initiative to contribute to further 

beautifying the oldest living city in the world. 
➢ He has also discussed cooperation in trade and investment, infrastructure, energy, defense, health, digital and 

agricultural domains. 
6. The Anti-trust regulator of which country has fined Alphabet Inc.’s Google 42.1 billion won ($32 million) for blocking 

its rival from releasing video games ________South Korea. 
Note: 
➢ Korea’s Fair Trade Commission informed that Google is using its clout in the mobile app market to squeeze out 

a rival. 
➢ The Korean regulator has ordered Google LLC, Google Korea, and Google Asia Pacific to cease offering support 

to mobile game companies in exchange for promises of exclusivity. 
7. Which Indian actor has secured the top position in Time Magazine's poll for its annual TIME100 list _______ Actor Shah 

Rukh Khan. 
Note: 
➢ For the second spot, the readers picked the Iranian women protesting for more freedom in the country's 

Islamic regime. 
➢ The healthcare workers of the US made it to third place. 
➢ Prince Harry and Meghan Markle took the fourth spot, with each of them getting 1.9% of the votes. 
➢ Lionel Messi secured the fifth spot. 
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Note: 
➢ The IAF Contingent is joining the exercise with four Rafale, two C-17, two ll-78 aircraft, and 165 air warriors. 
➢ It would be the first overseas exercise for the IAF's Rafale aircraft. 
➢ Other participants: France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, United Kingdom, Spain, and the United States 

of America. 
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