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Note: 
➢ It would replace the existing system of notifying rates fortnightly. 
➢ Aim: To capture daily exchange rate fluctuations and help importers and exporters to precisely calculate customs 

duties based on daily exchange rate 
➢ Currently, CBIC manually notifies exchange rates of 22 currencies every fortnight based on rates obtained from 

SBI. 
8. ADB will provide a loan of USD 230 million to which country to help the rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts in the 

northeastern part of the country affected by devastating floods in May–June 2022 ____________Bangladesh. 
Note: 
➢ The agreement between ADB and the government of Bangladesh was signed in Dhaka. 
➢ The assistance under the Flood Reconstruction Emergency Assistance Project will help in the reconstruction, 

improvement of resilience, and economic recovery. 
9. Which bank has become the country's first commercial bank to connect with the Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) and 

deliver bill payment services via video banking __________________AU Small Finance Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To increase digital accessibility and economic capabilities, which will lead to greater financial inclusion 
➢ Customers can use this platform to pay their bills without having to go to a branch, which is especially useful for 

senior persons and others with mobility challenges. 
10. RBI has approved the AU Small Finance Bank and which bank to deal in foreign exchange _______________Equitas Bank. 

Note: 
➢ AU SFB informed that RBI has granted the Licence to act as Authorized Dealer Category-I (AD-I) under section 10 

of FEMA, 1999 to deal in foreign exchange. 
➢ The permission is subject to compliance with applicable regulations. 
➢ Equitas Small Finance Bank has also received Authorized Dealer Category-I (AD-I) License from RBI. 
➢ AU Small Finance Bank CEO: Sanjay Agarwal 

11. Which bank has introduced SIB SEAFARER and SIB PULSE, two flexible saving accounts, for NRI customers ______ South 
Indian Bank. 
Note: 
➢ SEAFARER: Flexibility to maintain a minimum balance of Rs.10,000/- in linked accounts. No minimum balance is 

required for the maintenance of the NRI Term Deposit of Rs.2 lakh and above 
➢ PULSE: Flexibility to maintain a minimum balance of Rs.10,000/- in linked accounts. NR Term Deposit above Rs.2 

Lakh or RD with minimum monthly installment above Rs.20,000/- 
12. Which bank has signed with an agri fintech start-up, KiVi as Banking Correspondent _______________Federal Bank. 

Note: 
➢ Aim: To scale and expand its agri-lending portfolio in Tamil Nadu. 
➢ Federal Bank launched the instant KCC platform in September 2022 and claimed to be the first of its kind in 

agriculture lending, it offers farmers convenience and turnaround time. 
➢ Aim: At providing small loans to small and marginal farmers, and to facilitate efficient credit flow to underserved 

rural populations 
13. Which general insurance provider has introduced three add-on covers for its vehicle insurance policies - Smart Save, 

Roadside assistance, and Return-to-invoice________________ Royal Sundaram General Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Note: 
➢ Smart Save: This is for private cars, comes at a zero cost and will help the customer to get an upfront discount in 

OD insurance premium, for repairing their vehicles at Royal Sundaram’s identified repair shops. 
➢ Roadside Assistance: It is for two-wheeler policies and will cover 11 emergency services. 

 
Obituaries 

 
1. An actor and comedian Allu Ramesh passed away due to cardiac arrest in Visakhapatnam, was associated with which 

regional cinema _________ Telugu. 
Note: 
➢ Allu Ramesh started off his career as an actor by doing theatre performances. 
➢ He made his debut in Tollywood with Tarun’s Chirujallu and starred in almost 50 films. 
➢ Allu Ramesh acted in movies like Napoleon, Tholubommalata, Madhura Wines, and Ravana Desam. 

 
Important Days 
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Note: 
➢ The US has emerged as India's biggest trading partner in 2022-23. 
➢ During 2022-23, India's two-way commerce with China declined by about 1.5% to USD 113.83 billion. 
➢ In 2022-23, the UAE (USD 76.16 billion) was the third largest trading partner, followed by Saudi Arabia. 

6. According to the government data, India's annual Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-based inflation has declined to a 29-
month low of how much percent in March 2023 _________1.34%. 
Note: 
➢ This is the 10th straight month of decline in WPI-based inflation. 
➢ The WPI inflation data was 3.85% in February, 4.73% in January 2023, and 14.63% in March 2022. 
➢ While the food index inflation eased to 2.32% in March 2023 from 2.76% in February 2023. 

7. How many projects worth ₹638 crore (approx) were approved in the 48th meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) __________ Eight projects. 
Note: 
➢ Chaired by: Director General, G Asok Kumar 
➢ In an initiative to clean River Hindon, four projects worth Rs 407.39 crore were approved for pollution abatement 

in the Shamli district. 
➢ As part of preparations for the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj in 2025, one project for the development of seven ghats 

was approved. 
8. Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh Tomar launched which portal to deal with the challenges of seed production, quality 

seed identification, and seed certification ________ SATHI Portal. 
Note: 
➢ SATHI refers to Seed Traceability, Authentication, and Holistic Inventory. 
➢ It has been developed on the theme of Uttam Beej - Samriddh Kisan. 
➢ The minister highlighted that the government is constantly trying to overcome the challenges and difficulties faced 

by farmers. 
9. Which organization is working towards the development of around 10,000 km of Optic Fibre Cables (OFC) infrastructure 

across the country by FY2024-25 __________NHAI. 
Note: 
➢ The network of Digital Highways will be implemented by the National Highways Logistics Management Limited 

(NHLML), a fully owned SPV of NHAI. 
➢ Under the pilot routes for the Digital Highway development, around 1,367 km on Delhi - Mumbai Expressway and 

512 km on Hyderabad - Bangalore Corridor have been identified. 
10. ACC is an apex-level biannual event, is scheduled from 17 to 21 April 2023. What is the fullform of ACC ________ Army 

Commanders’ Conference. 
Note: 
➢ It is an institutional platform for conceptual-level deliberations, culminating in making important policy decisions 

for the Indian Army. 
➢ For the first time, it is being conducted in Hybrid format exploiting available technology for secure 

communication. 
➢ Army Commanders will meet virtually on the first day and then travel to Delhi for balance physical meetings. 

11. IFGE- CBG Producers Forum will organize a two-day Global Conference on Compressed Biogas in which city from 17 April 
2023 __________New Delhi. 
Note: 
➢ Theme: Towards Progressive Policy Framework for a Robust CBG Foundation and Growth. 
➢ Aim: To apprise the industry regarding the initiatives taken for the development of the compressed biogas 

industry and to identify the areas where policy modifications are required 
➢ Union Minister for Petroleum, Hardeep Singh Puri will also attend the event. 

12. A three-day Meeting of Agricultural Chief Scientists (MACS) under India's G20 presidency has been started on April 17, 
2023, in which city ___________Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ They will discuss sustainable agriculture and food systems for healthy people and the planet, Agriculture research 

and development, including food security and nutrition, public-private partnership etc. 
➢ The 'Millets And Other Ancient GRains International ReSearcH Initiative (MAHARISHI)' is also proposed. 

13. Which organization has co-organized a Digital Health Summit 2023 with the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
on April 16, 2023 __________Confederate of Indian Industry. 
Note: 
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➢ The state govt also issued an order notifying Bhavanapadu Port as Mulapeta Port with the same limits. 
4. Which state has become the first state to adopt a water budget in a bid to come up with a solution to water scarcity in 

certain regions __________ Kerala. 
Note: 
➢ The first phase would cover 94-gram panchayats and 15-block panchayats. 
➢ CM Pinarayi Vijayan released Public Water Budget. 
➢ The third phase of the Ini Njan Ozhukatte (Let me flow now) project for the rehabilitation of irrigation networks in 

the Western Ghats was also launched. 
➢ The idea of a water budget was first mooted by the state in 2019. 

5. The first-ever census of which bird was conducted by the Odisha forest officials in the Bhitarkanika wildlife sanctuary 
______________Mangrove Pitta Bird. 
Note: 
➢ In the first census, 179 mangrove pitta birds were sighted. 
➢ The habitats of these beautiful birds are confined to mangrove forest areas in Odisha’s Bhitarkanika and 

Sundarban in West Bengal. 
➢ Mangrove pitta is a colorful bird that has a black head with a brown crown. 
➢ It feeds on crustaceans, mollusks, and insects. 

6. Which state government has signed an MoU with the Arunachal Pradesh government to resolve the long pending border 
dispute between both states ____________ Assam. 
Note: 
➢ The MoU was signed in presence of Union Home Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi on April 20. 
➢ The Assam cabinet has approved the recommendations of 12 Regional Committees formed by the state 

government to resolve the decades-long border dispute issues with Arunachal Pradesh. 
➢ Assam shares an 804 km long boundary with Arunachal Pradesh. 

7. Manohar Lal Khattar has launched three online services to digitally empower people, is a CM of which state ________ 
Haryana. 
Note: 
➢ These online services are Pro-active Divyang Pension Service, ‘Tau se Poochho’ WhatsApp chatbot, and online 

booking of government rest houses. 
➢ The Pro-active Divyang Pension Service for the physically challenged is committed to delivering all services for 

them at their doorsteps. 
➢ The Haryana Parivar Pehchan Authority has created a WhatsApp Chatbot Tau Se Poochho. 

8. Which state government has launched a project 'One Panchayat, One Playground' project to revive the sports culture in 
the State by opening quality playgrounds in every panchayat ___________ Kerala. 
Note: 
➢ It was inaugurated by Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan at Kallikkad. 
➢ For the first phase of the project, the state government has prepared a list of 113 panchayats. 
➢ Each playground would cost around Rs 1 crore, half will be paid by the Sports department and the rest would be 

raised from other sources 
Important News – World 

 
1. Japan, India, and which country have announced a common platform for talks among bilateral creditors to coordinate the 

restructuring of Sri Lanka's debt ___________ France. 
Note: 
➢ This move is expected to serve as a model for solving the debt woes. 
➢ Sir Lanka has secured a 2.9 billion dollar programme from IMF to tackle its huge debt burden. 
➢ But, the middle-income economy could not apply for relief under the G-20’s common framework for debt 

treatment, which targets only low-income countries. 
2. Which country has become the world's foremost narco-state, as its economic survival now depends heavily on the 

production and export of Captagon ___________ Syria. 
Note: 
➢ Captagon is a banned illicit drug recognized by the UNODC (2021) and is a synthetic stimulant that combines 

amphetamine and caffeine. 
➢ According to the Collins Dictionary, "narco-state" refers to a nation where a significant portion of the economy is 

reliant on the illicit trade of narcotic drugs. 
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3. A World Trade Organisation (WTO) panel has ruled that India has violated global trading rules in a dispute against the 
European Union, Japan, and which country __________ Taiwan. 
Note: 
➢ The case pertains to import duties for a wide range of products. 
➢ In 2019, the EU, Japan, and Taiwan challenged the import duties on certain IT products. 
➢ The EU had challenged India’s introduction of import duties between 7.5% and 20% for products such as mobile 

phones, mobile phone components, and accessories. 
4. Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations, Ruchira Kamboj has handed over the cheque of ___________ to the 

UN Women - United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women __________ USD 500,000 (Rs 
4.09 crore). 
Note: 
➢ The cheque was received by Sima Sami Bahous, Under Secretary General and Executive Director of UN Women. 
➢ The Indian government is committed to the goals of gender equality, the empowerment of women, and gender 

mainstreaming. 
 

Honor & Awards 
 

1. Who has received the AIMA's Business Leader of the Decade Award 2023 ____________ Chairman of Aditya Birla Group, 
Kumar Mangalam Birla. 
Note: 
➢ Union Minister of Civil Aviation and Steel, Jyotiraditya M Scindia has presented the 13th AIMA Managing India 

Awards. 
➢ AIMA JRD Tata Corporate Leadership: TV Narendran, CEO and MD of Tata Steel 
➢ Transformational Business Leader: Sanjiv Bajaj, MD of Bajaj Finserv 
➢ Outstanding Institution Builder: Venu Srinivasan, Chairman Emeritus, TVS Motor 

2. Union HM Amit Shah has presented the Maharashtra Bhushan Award for 2022 to which person at Raigarh, Maharashtra 
_________________ Dr. Appasaheb Dharmadhikari. 
Note: 
➢ He has played a significant role in organizing several tree plantation drives, blood donation drives, free medical 

clinics, and job fairs. 
➢ Award: A shawl, citation and memento, and a cheque of Rs 25 lakh 
➢ He was also awarded the Padma Shri in 2017. 
➢ His father Dr. Narayan Vishnu Dharmadhikari was also awarded the Maharashtra Bhushan in 2008.  

3. Which organization has been accorded the status of Miniratna Category-I Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) ________ 
Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI). 
Note: 
➢ SECI was incorporated in the year 2011 and is the primary implementing agency of the ministry for renewable 

energy schemes/ projects towards fulfillment of India's international commitments. 
➢ As of date, SECI has awarded RE project capacities of over 56 GW. 
➢ Managing Director, SECI:  Suman Sharma 

4. Who has been crowned the 59th edition of the beauty pageant, Femina Miss India World 2023 ___________ Nandini Gupta. 
Note: 
➢ Meanwhile, Shreya Poonja from Delhi and Thounaojam Strela Luwang from Manipur were announced as the first 

runner-up and second runner-up, respectively. 
➢ She hails from Kota, Rajasthan, and holds a Business Management degree. 
➢ Femina Miss India 2023 was held at Indoor Stadium, Khuman Lampak, Imphal, Manipur. 

5. Which state has bagged the national award for the best implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) in the country __________ Karnataka. 
Note: 
➢ The state has recorded a 47.74% increase in the enrolment of farmers under the scheme, between the Kharif 

season 2021 and 2022. 
➢ While the area covered under the scheme increased by 41.80%. 
➢ The common service centers have also seen an enrolment of 4.66 lakh non-loanee farmers over the last six years. 

6. Who has been selected for the Malcolm Adiseshiah Award 2023 ________Utsa Patnaik. 
Note: 
➢ It is granted for outstanding contributions to Development Studies. 
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➢ It will focus on the global aspect of lunar exploration and identify communication, and encourage the youth to 
focus on the benefits of every lunar mission. 
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