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iCET: India -US initiative to break down barriers to closer technology and defence 
cooperation  

Why in news: The United States and India concluded the 
US-India iCET meeting and also  decided to launch a new 
Innovation Bridge.  

1. With the launch of the India -US initiative on Critical and 
Emerging Technology (iCET) by National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and his American counterpart Jake Sullivan, experts believe the 
step will certainly br eak down barriers and foster ties in technology and bolster 
defence cooperation.  

2. It reflects India US convention of strategic, commercial & scientific approaches in 
field of technology.  

3. The initiative will work to connect the defense startups in India and USA. 

4.  The initiative will pave way for the emerging technologies, co -production and will 
further strengthen India -US relations.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ THE HINDU)  

 

Global Report On Neglected Tropical Diseases 2023: WHO  

Why in news: Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a diverse group of diseases that 
are mainly prevalent in tropical areas.  
They are caused by various pathogens, including viruses, 
bacteria, parasites, fungi, and toxins.  

1. ÿțǸ ğoÃẏɾ éǸɳɐɶʌ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸɾ Ǎ ǪɐɅɾɐȺȡǱǍʌǸǱṞ ʔɳ-to -date 
assessment of progres s towards control, elimination and 
eradication of 20 diseases and disease groups (NTDs) 
globally, regionally and nationally.  

2. Key highlights:  
¶ Burden of NTDs continues to be unequally borne by a small number of 

countries: 16 countries bear 80% of this burden . 
¶ Over the past decade, the number of people requiring interventions against 

NTDs decreased by 25%.  
¶ As of December 2022, 47 countries had eliminated at least one NTD.  

3. Threats  
¶ Slower than expected progress in high burden countries,  
¶ Uneven progress across ce rtain diseases,  
¶ Persistent underlying risk factors (poverty, climate change) and  
¶ Rapid population growth.  
(SOURCE Ṿ LIVEMINT)  
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Tourism minister launches Visit India Year 2023 initiative.  

Why in news : Each foreign delegate of G20 will be a 
brand ambassador of India's culture, heritage and 
tourist destinations.  

1. The campaign will showcase the Indian Tourism 
potential to the foreign delegates who will attend 
the G -20 meeting. In 2023, India is hosting t he G -
20 summit. The G -20 countries contribute to 85% 
ɐȒ ʌțǸ ʭɐɶȺǱẏɾ gEæṣ ÿțǸɶǸȒɐɶǸṞ ʌǍɶȓǸʌȡɅȓ ʌțǸɃ ʭȡȺȺ țǸȺɳ uɅǱȡǍ ǩɐɐɾʌ ȡʌɾ ɶǸʬǸɅʔǸ ȒɶɐɃ 
tourism.  

2. During the campaign, the tourism ministry will showcase the major travel 
destinations in the country.  

3. It is expected that Indian tourism will grow to 512 billion USD by 2028. To revive the 
tourism industry and increase inbound travel, the tourism ministry launched the 
Visit India Year 2023 campaign.  

4.  As a part of the initiative, the Ministry will also work at imp roving both the 
infrastructure and other framework conditions impacting the growth of tourism 
within the year.  

5. EʔɶʌțǸɶṞ ʌțǸ ẎuɅǪɶǸǱȡǩȺǸ uɅǱȡǍẏ ǩɶǍɅǱ ʭȡȺȺ ǪɐɅʌȡɅʔǸ ʌɐ ǩǸ ȺǸʬǸɶǍȓǸǱṞ ǸɃǩǸȺȺȡɾțǸǱ ǍɅǱ 
polished to match the renewed expectation of travellers arou nd the world.  

6. ÿțǸ ẎĞȡɾȡʌ uɅǱȡǍ ĥǸǍɶ ᶰᶮᶰᶱẏ Ⱥɐȓɐ ȡɾ Ǎ ɾȡȓɅǍʌʔɶǸ ɾʌʳȺǸ ʌɐ ɾǸɅǱ ɐɳǸɅ ȡɅʬȡʌǍʌȡɐɅ ʌɐ ʌțǸ 
world to come and experience the Incredible India. The logo represents a 
ẌɃȡǪɶɐǪɐɾɃ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ǪɐʔɅʌȺǸɾɾ ɾʌɐɶȡǸɾ uɅǱȡǍ țɐȺǱɾẍ ṽ from heritage to gastronomy 
to ou r art and our rich wildlife. The Visit India Year 2023 Logo design is inspired by 
our belief system of Atithi Devo Bhava.  

(SOURCE ṾNEWS ON AIR)  

 

UK to be country partner at BioAsia 2023  

Why in news : Over the course of three days, prominent industry leaders, 
distinguished scientists, researchers and entrepreneurs 
ʭȡȺȺ ǪɐɃǸ ʌɐȓǸʌțǸɶ ʌɐ ǱȡɾǪʔɾɾ ẎțʔɃǍɅȡʽǸǱẏ țǸǍȺʌțǪǍɶǸṣ  

1. For the 20th edition of the largest event in the 
biotechnological industry of Asia, global business firm 
BioAsia picked the United Kingdom (UK) as its country 
partner.  

2. With the theme of - Ẏ!ǱʬǍɅǪȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ Ã¸Mṝ ñțǍɳȡɅȓ ʌțǸ 
ɅǸʲʌ ȓǸɅǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ țʔɃǍɅȡʽǸǱ țǸǍȺʌțǪǍɶǸẏṞ =ȡɐ!ɾȡǍ ᶰᶮᶰᶱ ȡɾ ǍȺȺ ɾǸʌ ʌɐ ǩǸ țǸȺǱ ȒɶɐɃ 
February 24 to 26 in Hyderabad.  
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a.  ẎÃẏ in ONE stands for One Health. It aims to integrate different ecosystems with 
the aim of safeguarding the future  

b. Ẏ¸ẏ ȡɅ Ã¸M ɾʌǍɅǱɾ Ȓɐɶ ¸Ǹʲʌ gǸɅǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ oǸǍȺʌțṣ ĆɅǱǸɶ ʌțȡɾṞ ʌțǸ ȒɐɶʔɃ ʭȡȺȺ ǍȡɃ ʌɐ 
use disruptive technologies in the biotech field. The disruptive  technologies are 
Artificial Intelligence, Block Chain, and data science  

c. ẎMẏ ȡɅ Ã¸M ɾʌǍɅǱɾ Ȓɐɶ Mɵʔȡʌʳṝ oǸɶǸṞ ʌțǸ ǍȡɃ ȡɾ ʌɐ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸ ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳ țǸǍȺʌț ǪǍɶǸ Ȓɐɶ 
all  

3. It is a forum that connects biotech industry stakeholders.  
4.  The forum is an opportunistic platfor m for biotech leaders to learn about the latest 

technological advancements in the field. Different biotech companies participate 
in the forum and exhibit their research and innovations in the field. Experts and 
researchers attend the forum and present thei r research findings.  

5. Hyderabad is the Cybercity of India. The Genome Valley, the first world -class 
Biotech cluster in India was established in the cyber city.  

(SOURCE Ṿ HINDUSTAN TIMES)  

 

ĥǍʳǍ ÿɾɐ ʌɐ ǩǸǪɐɃǸ ¬ǍǱǍȶțẏɾ Ȓȡɶɾʌ ǩȡɐǱȡʬǸɶɾȡʌʳ țǸɶȡʌǍȓǸ ɾȡʌǸ 

Why in news : Lake Yaya Tso is known as a bird's paradise for its beautiful lake located 
at an altitude of 4,820 metres in Ladakh.  

1. Yaya Tso, known as birds' paradise for its beautiful 
lake located at an altitude of 4,820 metres, has been 
ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ Ǎɾ ¬ǍǱǍȶțẏɾ Ȓȡrst biodiversity heritage site 
(BHS) under the Biological Diversity Act.  

2. Yaya Tso is a nesting habitat for a large number of 
birds and animals, such as the bar -headed goose, 
black -necked crane and brahminy duck, adding it also has the distinction of being 
one of the highest breeding sites of the black -necked crane in India.  

3. The Biodiversity Management Committee, the panchayat of Chumathang village, 
along with the SECURE Himalaya Project resolved the issue and declared Yaya Tso 
Lake a biodiversity heritage s ite.  

Secure Himalaya project (2017)?  

4.  uʌ ȡɾ ȒʔɅǱǸǱ ǩʳ ʌțǸ gȺɐǩǍȺ MɅʬȡɶɐɅɃǸɅʌ fǍǪȡȺȡʌʳṣ uʌ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌɾ ʌțǸ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌẏɾ 
efforts for the conservation of snow leopard and its habitat by developing and 
implementing a landscape -based approach for Himalayan ecosystems.  
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Biodiversity Heritage Sites  

5. These are well defined, unique, ecologically fragile ecosystems with high diversity 
of wild and domesticated species, presence of rare and threatened speices and 
keystone species and have significant culture, ethic al or aesthetic values.  

6. Under section 37(1) of Biological Diversity Act 2022, the state government in 
consultation with local bodies notifies areas of biodiversity importance as BHS.  

7. First site was Nallur Tamarind Ggrove in Bbengaluru (2007). There are tot al 35 BHS 
in India.  

(SOURCE Ṿ PIB)  

 

uɅǱȡǍɅ !ɶɃʳ ɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǸɾ ȡɅʌǸȓɶǍʌǸǱ ǸʲǸɶǪȡɾǸ ẎÿɶȡɾțǍȶɶȡ æɶǍțǍɶẏ ȡɅ ¸ɐɶʌț =ǸɅȓǍȺ 

Why in news : The exercise, which included all of the Army's services, the Indian Air 
Force, and CAPFs, was designed to test the Security 
Forces' ability to fight using the most modern tools and 
weapons in a networked, integrated environment  

1. In order to coordinate an integrated battle, the Indian 
Armed Forces and Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) conducted a joint training exercise called 
"Exercise Trishakri Prahar" in North Bengal from 21 to 31 January, 2023.  

2. Swift mobilisation and deployment drills were practised th roughout North Bengal 
as part of the exercise. All organisations, including the Civil Administration, Civil 
Defense Organizations, Police, and CAPFs, coordinated their efforts to ensure 
effective movement and rapid mobilisation.  

3. The Integrated Fire Power E xercise demonstrated the ability of the Indian Armed 
Forces to apply resources from the Indian Air Force, Airborne Special Forces, and 
Security Forces in a coordinated manner in a networked environment.  

4.  As part of the "Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan," newly i ntroduced weapons and 
equipment made in India participated in the exercise as well.  

(SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  

 

Djokovic wins Australian Open title to reach 22nd career Grand Slam  

Why in news:  Novak Djokovic decimated higher -ranked Stefanos Tsitsipas in straight 
sets to win his 10th Australian Open crown at the Rod Laver 
Arena.  

1. Serbia's Novak Djokovic, who defeated Greece's Stefanos 
Tsitsipas 6 -3 7-6(4) 7 -6(5) in the Australian Open final to t ie 
the men's record of 22 Grand Slam titles.  
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2. !ʔɾʌɶǍȺȡǍɅ ÃɳǸɅṞ ɐɅǸ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ʭɐɶȺǱẏɾ ɃǍȲɐɶ tennis  championships (the first of the 
four annual Grand Slam events), held at the National Tennis Centre at  Melbourne 
Park in  Melbourne,  Australia.  

3. The 2023 Australian Open was a Grand Slam level tennis tournament held 
at  Melbourne Park, from 16 Ṿ29 January 2023. It was the 111th edition of the 
Australian Open, the 55th in the Open Era, and the first major of the year.   There i s 
a total prize pot of  AUD $76.5 million (around £43.3m)  for the Australian Open 2023.  

(SOURCE Ṿ TIMES OF INDIA)  

 

Former PM Manmohan Singh conferred Lifetime Achievement Honour in UK  

Why in news : The India -UK Achievers Honours by NISAU UK, in partnership  with the 
=ɶȡʌȡɾț >ɐʔɅǪȡȺ ȡɅ uɅǱȡǍ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ Ć©ẏɾ EǸɳǍɶʌɃǸɅʌ Ȓɐɶ 
International Trade (DIT), celebrate the achievements of 
Indian students who studied at British universities.  

1. The Former prime minister Dr Manmohan Singh was 
recently conferred a Lifetime Achi evement Honour by 
the India -UK Achievers Honours in London for his 
contribution to economic and political life.  

2. ÿɐ ɃǍɶȶ ᶵᶳ ʳǸǍɶɾ ɐȒ uɅǱȡǍẏɾ ȡɅǱǸɳǸɅǱǸɅǪǸṞ ʌțǸ Ȓȡɶɾʌ-ever India UK Achievers 
Honours covered 75 high achievers and some key Outstanding Achievers  who 
bolster the India -UK diaspora living bridge.  

3. British Indian peer Lord Karan Bilimoria received the Living Legend Honour at the 
awards ceremony on January 25.  

4.  Among the Outstanding Achievers honoured included Bollywood actor Parineeti 
Chopra, Aam Aadmi  Party (AAP) spokesperson Raghav Chadha, Serum Institute of 
uɅǱȡǍ >MÃ !ǱǍɶ æɐɐɅǍʭǍȺȺǍ ǍɅǱ uɅǱȡǍɅ ʭɐɃǸɅẏɾ ȒɐɐʌǩǍȺȺ ʌǸǍɃ ȓɐǍȺȶǸǸɳǸɶ !Ǳȡʌȡ 
Chauhan.  

(SOURCE Ṿ HINDUSTAN TIMES)  

 

IIRF releases MBA Ranking 2023, IIM Ahmedabad, Bengaluru in top 3,  

Why in news : Indian Institutional Ranking Framework has released the MBA Ranking 
for the year 2023.IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Bengaluru and IIM 
Kolkata have attained the top three position respec tively 
while IIM Lucknow has jumped one place and secured 4th 
rank.  

  

https://byjusexamprep.com/
http://www.byjusexamprep.com/
http://www.byjusexamprep.com/
https://t.me/ByjusExamPrepStatePCS
http://bit.ly/34XFIgD


Daily Current Affairs 

 

 WWW.BYJUSEXAMPREP.COM 

7. The ranking was based on seven criteria:  
¶ Research,  
¶ TeachingLearning Resource Pedagogy,  
¶ Industry Income and Integration,  
¶ Placement Performance, Future Orientation,  
¶ External Percept ion and International Outlook, &  
¶ Placement Strategies and Support.  

8.  According to the latest Indian Institutional Ranking Framework (IIRF) ranking 
(2023), the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad (Gujarat), is the top 
government college in India f or pursuing the Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) course. IIM Bengaluru (Karnataka) and IIM Kolkata (West Bengal) are ranked 
second and third, respectively, after IIM Ahmedabad.  

9. IIRF is prepared and published by Education Post, a monthly magazine on higher 
ǸǱʔǪǍʌȡɐɅ ɾȡɅǪǸ ᶰᶮᶯᶰṞ ǍɅǱ ȡɾ uɅǱȡǍẏɾ Ƀɐɾʌ ǍʔʌțǸɅʌȡǪ ɅɐɅẃȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ɶǍɅȶȡɅȓ 
framework.  

10. Top 3 private B -schools are - 
¶ Xavier Labour Relations Institute (XLRI), Jamshedpur, Jharkhand  
¶ Management Development Institute (MDI), Gurugram, Haryana  
¶ Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, Pune, Maharashtra  

  (SOURCE ṾNEWS ON AIR)  

 

Current insight on the mechanisms of Cobra venom cytotoxins can help anti -
venom therapy  

Why in news: Scientists have traced the mechanisms of the toxic action of cobra 
venom, paving a path towards developing strategies for 
application of antivenom or small molecule inhibitors, 
which can help mitigate the local toxic effects of cobra 
venom retained at the bite site.  

1. Cobras (genus Naja) are widely distributed over Asia 
and Africa, and cobra bites are responsible for large 
mortality and morbidity on these continents, 
including the Indian sub -continent.  

2. Proteomic studies from several other laboratories have d emonstrated that cobra 
venoms are predominated by the non -enzymatic three -finger toxin family, 
constituting about 60 -75% of the total venom.  

3. Usually, venoms from African spitting cobras have a higher proportion of CTXs 
than the Asiatic cobra ones, indicati ng geographical variation in snake venom 
composition.  
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4.  A recent study published in the journal Toxins led by Prof. Mukherjee, Director of 
the Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST), Guwahati, 
has comprehensively discussed the mechanis ms of action of cobra venom CTXs 
and highlighted their significance in cobra venom -induced pathophysiology and 
toxicity.  

5. The research mentions that commercial antivenoms lack sufficient antibodies to 
neutralize these cobra venom toxins.  

6. They suggested that  developing strategies for topical application of antivenom 
(small antibodies, e.g., VHH or nanobodies) or small molecule inhibitors may be a 
more effective alternative to mitigate the local toxic effects of cobra venom CTXs 
retained at the bite site.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ PIB)  

 

Campaign to empower underprivileged girls launched by UP govt  

Why in news: Yogi Adityanath -led Uttar Pradesh 
government has launched a campaign titled Samagra  
Shiksha Abhiyan to make daughters of the underprivileged 
classes capable and self -reliant.  

1. ÿțǸ ǪǍɃɳǍȡȓɅṞ ẎñǍɃǍȓɶǍ ñțȡȶɾțǍ !ǩțȡʳǍɅẏ ʭȡȺȺ ʭɐɶȶ ȡɅ 
association with an NGO, under the Aarohini Initiative 
Training Program for the safety and security of girls in  all 746 Kasturba Gandhi 
Residential Girls Schools in the state. The Campaign will be implemented in three 
phases.  

2. The campaign aims at enabling daughters of the underprivileged sections to raise 
their voice for their rights along with creating an understa nding of the happenings 
in their lives among them  

3. Gender sensitisation is the primary goal of the Aarohini programme, which will be 
executed in three phases  

4.  In the first phase, teachers will be trained, which will start on 1st February 2023.  
5. Along with the  teachers, the institution will also groom the girls through debates 

and other activities.  
6. With the help of this, girls will be able to face challenges like child marriage, 

domestic violence, not being able to complete education or any kind of problem 
in a  planned manner and raise their voices for their rights. Apart from this, the 
ǍɅɅʔǍȺ ẎEǍʔȓțʌǸɶɾ >ǍɃɳǍȡȓɅẏ ʭȡȺȺ ǍȺɾɐ ǩǸ ɶʔɅ ȡɅ ʌțǸɾǸ ɾǪțɐɐȺɾ ʭțǸɶǸ Ǎ ɾɳǸǪȡȒȡǪ 
issue is raised by involving children, the community and the teachers  

(SOURCE Ṿ THE HINDU)  
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First -of -its -kind KG to PG campus in Telangana inaugurated  

Why in news: In Telangana, the first KG to PG campus has been inaugurated under 
Mana Ooru -Mana Badi initiative at Gambhiraopet  
Mandal of Rajanna Sircilla district.  

1. Under the KG to PG free educat ion initiative, apart 
from government schools, KGBVs, Model School, 
government Junior College, government Degree 
College and Post Graduate College are being set up in 
one campus.  

2. The State government was also taking up the Mana Ooru - Mana Badi programme 
to  improve infrastructure in government schools with an expenditure of Rs 7, 300 
crore.  

3. Mana Ooru -Mana Badi means, Our Village -Our School initiative will be 
implemented in three years to benefit 19.84 lakh children of over 26 lakh schools.  

4.  The Minister annou nced on the occasion that the KG to PG campus at 
Gambhiraopet will be named after Telangana ideologue, academician and social 
activist Prof Jayashankar.  
(SOURCE Ṿ LIVEMINT)  
 

Madhya Pradesh CM launches Ladli Behen Yojana  

Why in news : All women of the state  who are not an income tax assesse will receive 
the benefits arising from the newly launched scheme.  

1. The CM Shivraj Singh Chauhan has launched Ladli 
Behen Yojana to help poor and vulnerable women of 
the state become empowered.  

2. The budget for the scheme is  fixed at Rs. 60000 crores 
and the scheme will be valid for next 5 years.  

3. Under the scheme, women of middle income class will 
receive Rs 1000 per month. Therefore, in 5 years a single beneficiary woman would 
receive a sum of Rs. 60000.  

4.  The government aims to give benefits to 1crore women who will receive the 
monthly payments direct in their account. Approximately 65% women of the state 
will be covered under the scheme.  

5. The scheme will give preference to rural household women.  

(SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  
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World Wetland Day 2023  

Why in news:  The proposal for the convention on wetlands was first made on 
February 2, 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar.  

1. World Wetland Day is celebrated annually on 
February 2 with the aim to create awareness of the 
vital role wetlands play for people and the planet.  

2. ÿțǸ ʌțǸɃǸ Ȓɐɶ ʌțȡɾ ʳǸǍɶṧɾ ğɐɶȺǱ ğǸʌȺǍɅǱɾ EǍʳ ȡɾ ṧuʌẏɾ 
Time for Wetlands Restoration,' which focuses on 
the urgent need to prioritize wetland restoration.  

3. Wetlands are the parts of the earth where the soil is covere d with water. They 
support both terrestrial and aquatic species.  

4.  There are five major types of wetlands. They are marine, estuarine, lacustrine, 
riverine, and palustrine. It is essential to conserve wetlands as they are among the 
most productive environmen ts. 
(SOURCE Ṿ TIMES OF INDIA)  
 

United Nations recognized World Interfaith Harmony Week  

Why in news : Recognized by the United Nations (UN), the series of activities under 
ʌțǸ ẌğɐɶȺǱ uɅʌǸɶȒǍȡʌț oǍɶɃɐɅʳ ğǸǸȶ ᶰᶮᶰᶱẍ ʭǸɶǸ ȶȡǪȶǸǱ 
off at Ramgarhia Girls College,  Ludhiana.  

1. ẌÿțǸ ğɐɶȺǱ uɅʌǸɶȒǍȡʌț oǍɶɃɐɅʳ ğǸǸȶẍ ʭǍɾ Ȓȡɶɾʌ 
proposed at the UN General Assembly on September 
23, 2010 by H.M. King Abdullah II of Jordan.  

2. World Interfaith Harmony Week is an annual event 
observed during the first week of February, after the UN General Assembly 
designation in 2010.  

3. The General Assembly pointed out that mutual understanding and interreligious 
dialogue constitute important dim ensions of a culture of peace and established 
World Interfaith Harmony Week as a way to promote harmony between all people 
regardless of their faith.  

4.  During the launch of series of activities that will be held in city in coming days, 
scholars from differen t faiths including Mohammad Usmaan Ludhianvi (Shahi 
Imaam Punjab), Sikh scholar Sarabjit Singh Renuka, Christian scholar Fr. Varghese 
Kachappilly, Hindu scholar Prof. Vinay Sophat and Bhikku Pragya Bodhi Thero 
(Monk Incharge Takhatshila Mahabudh of Bihar) explained the meaning and 
significance of religious inclusion and pluralism for nurturing a healthy society.  

(SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  
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Equatorial Guinea appoints Manuela Roka Botey as first female PM  

Why in news: The country of around 1.5 million people has had 
only two presidents since independence from Spain in 1968.  

1. Equatorial Guinea has appointed Manuela Roka Botey as 
prime minister.  

2. She became the first woman in the country to hold the 
position.  

3. President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, who ha s ruled 
the country since 1979.  

4.  The Capital of Equatorial Guinea is Malabo.  
5. Equatorial Guinea is a Central African country comprising the Rio Muni mainland 

and 5 volcanic offshore islands.  

(SOURCE Ṿ THE HINDU)  

 

India to be theme country at 2025 Madrid International Book Fair  

Why in news: India will be invited as the focal country at the Madrid International 
Book Fair in 2025, as reported by the Ambassador of Spain 
to the country Jose Maria Ridao.  

1. Spain is the theme country at the 46th Internati onal 
Kolkata Book Fair being held currently in Kolkata.  

2. The  Madrid International Book Fair  is an annual event 
held in the  Buen Retiro Park in Madrid.  

3. As part of the cultural exchange between the two 
countries, Spain has donated books to five universities i n 
Bengal, where the Spanish language is taught.  

4.  The Madrid International Book Fair began in 1933. It ceased for a few years because 
of the Spanish Civil War.   

5. Although it features mainly books from Spanish -speaking countries, the event 
promotes the literat ure of a guest country, which may speak another language.  

6. In 2018 the guest country was Romania; in 2019 it was the Dominican Republic. The 
event scheduled for 2020 and 2021 were suspended because of the COVID -19 
pandemic in Spain  
(SOURCE Ṿ LIVEMINT)  
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Finance Minister pitches for 100% switch to mechanised sewer cleaning in all 
cities and towns  

Why in news : According to the National Commission for Safai Karamcharis, 1,054 
people have died till December 31, 2022 due to hazardous 
cleaning of sewer and septic tanks.  

1. Th Budget for the newly named NAMASTE (National 
Action Plan for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosyste m) 
scheme.  

2. All cities and towns will be enabled for 100 per cent 
mechanical desludging of septic tanks and sewers to 
transition from manhole to machine -hole mode. The 
enhanced focus will be provided for scientific management of dry and wet waste.  

3. To preve nt deaths due to manual scavenging, the government is moving entirely 
to the mechanical desludging of sewers.  

4.  The highest number of such deaths have been reported from Tamil Nadu, where 
231 persons have died during sewer cleaning.  

5. Manual scavenging is comp ȺǸʌǸȺʳ ɳɶɐțȡǩȡʌǸǱ ʔɅǱǸɶ ʌțǸ ẎæɶɐțȡǩȡʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ 
ǸɃɳȺɐʳɃǸɅʌ Ǎɾ ɃǍɅʔǍȺ ɾǪǍʬǸɅȓǸɶɾ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸȡɶ ɶǸțǍǩȡȺȡʌǍʌȡɐɅ !Ǫʌ ᶰᶮᶯᶱẍṣ 

(SOURCE ṾNEWS ON AIR)  

 

é=uẏɾ EȡȓȡʌǍȺ æǍʳɃǸɅʌ uɅǱǸʲ 

Why in news : The 2023 DPI in India is 377.46. In 2022, it was 
349.30 and in 2021 it was 304. 06. With this, RBI concluded 
that Digital Payments in the country increased by 24.13%.  

1. The RBI -DPI comprises 5 broad parameters that enable 
measurement of deepening and penetration of digital 
payments in the country over different time periods.  

2. 5 Paramete rs: 
a. Payment Enablers (weight 25%),  
b. Payment Infrastructure Ṿ Demand -side factors (10%),  
c. Payment Infrastructure Ṿ Supply -side factors (15%),  
d. Payment Performance (45%) and  
e. Consumer Centricity (5%).  

3. It has been constructed with March 2018 as the base period, i.e. DPI score for March 
2018 is set at 100.  

4.  uʌ ʭȡȺȺ ǩǸ ɳʔǩȺȡɾțǸǱ ɐɅ é=uẏɾ ʭǸǩɾȡʌǸ ɐɅ Ǎ ɾǸɃȡ-annual basis from March 2021 
onwards with a lag of 4 months.  

5. The reason for increased digital payments activities has been Ṿ rise in UPI 
payments by 1.3%, the Fintech Adoption Rate in India has increased to 87% and the 
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transactions made through the National Payments Corporation of India increased 
by 2.6%. 

  (SOURCE Ṿ HINDUSTAN TIMES)  

 

About 20,000 tonnes of Red Sanders were smuggled from India between 2016 and 
2020: Report  

Why in news:  Heartwood of Red Sanders is in demand in the domestic and 
international markets for making furniture, handicrafts 
and musical instruments.  

1. The Convention on Interna tional Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
recorded 28 incidents of confiscation and seizure of 
more than 19,049 tonnes of Red Sanders logs.  

2. Red Sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus), also called 
Red Sandalwood, is a species found in the  southern 
tropical dry deciduous forest of Andhra Pradesh (AP). The tree reaches an average 
height of 10 to 15 metres.  

3. ÿțǸ ɾɳǸǪȡǸɾ ȡɾ ȺȡɾʌǸǱ Ǎɾ ẎMɅǱǍɅȓǸɶǸǱẏ ȡɅ ʌțǸ uɅʌǸɶɅǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ ĆɅȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ >ɐɅɾǸɶʬǍʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ 
Nature and falls in Appendix II of CITES. In India, it has been enlisted under 
Schedule IV of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

4.  The red dye obtained from the wood is used as a colouring agent in the textiles, 
medicine and food industries.  

5. China remains the largest importer with more than 13,618 tonnes o f the products, 
followed by Hong Kong at 5,215 tonnes and Singapore at 216 tonnes.  
(SOURCE Ṿ TIMES OF INDIA)  

 

OPERATION SADBHAVANA IN LADAKH  

Why in news ṝ ! ʌɐʌǍȺ ɐȒ éɾ ᶶṣᶶᶰ ǪɶɐɶǸ ɐȒ ẎÃɳǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ ñ!E=o!Ğ!¸!ẏ ȒʔɅǱɾ țǍʬǸ ǩǸǸɅ 
allotted for the Union Territory of Ladakh during the 
current financial year 2022 -23. The funds are being utilised 
for various activities like Human Resource/Skill 
Development, Sports, He althcare, National Integration, 
Infrastructure Development, Ecology, Environment and 
Education.  
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1. !ɾ ɳǍɶʌ ɐȒ ẎÃɳǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ ñ!E=o!Ğ!¸!ẏṞ uɅǱȡǍɅ !ɶɃʳ ȡɾ ʔɅǱǸɶʌǍȶȡɅȓ ɃʔȺʌȡɳȺǸ ʭǸȺȒǍɶǸ 
activities such as running of Army Goodwill Schools, Infrastructure Development  
Projects and Education Tours etc. for the children living in remote areas of Union 
Territory (UT) of Ladakh.  

2. To improve the standard of education and to provide them with quality education, 
Indian Army is presently running seven (07) Army Goodwill School s (AGS) under 
ẎÃɳǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ ñ!E=o!Ğ!¸!ẏ ȡɅ ¬ǍǱǍȶț éǸȓȡɐɅṣ  

3. More than 2,200 Students are currently studying in these schools.  
4.  Women in remote areas of Ladakh are being empowered through various training 
ɳɶɐȓɶǍɃɃǸɾ ɐɶȓǍɅȡɾǸǱ ǍɅǱ ȒʔɅǱǸǱ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ẎÃɳǸɶǍʌȡɐɅ ñ!E=o!Ğ!¸!ẏ ȡɅ 
Vocational Training Centres, Women Empowerment Centres and Computer 
Centres at various locations in Ladakh.  

 (SOURCE Ṿ PIB)  

 

Government of Goa Launches Vision for All School Eye Health  

Why in news : The programme is an extension of the current Vis ion for All Goa eye 
health program. The Vision for All Goa eye health program 
commenced in February 2021 and its monthly camps have 
screened 50,000 citizens as well as provided free spectacles 
to 16,000 people in need.  

1. The government of Goa has launched th e Vision for All 
School Eye Health program in partnership with OneSight 
EssilorLuxottica Foundation and Prasad Netralaya.  

2. The Vision for All School Eye Health will focus on training 
2000 teachers on basic visual acuity tests for the children in their resp ective 
schools, followed by detailed refraction by qualified professionals from Prasad 
Netralaya.  

3. OneSight EssilorLuxottica Foundation has committed to providing 25,000 free 
spectacles to children identified with refractive error.  

4.  The Government of Goa is   also organizing a training program for schoolteachers 
to identify eye health problems among children and refer them for further 
treatment.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  
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¶ǍțǍɶǍɾțʌɶǍ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ ǱǸǪȺǍɶǸɾ Ẏ¦Ǎȡ ¦Ǎȡ ¶ǍțǍɶǍɾțʌɶǍ ¶ǍȲțǍẏ Ǎɾ ñʌǍʌǸ ɾɐɅȓ 

Why in news : Composed by Marathi poet Raja Badhe, the song will be adopted on 
February 19, i.e. on the birth anniversary of Maratha 
warrior -king Chhatrapati Shivaji.  

1. The Maharashtra government announced the Jai Jai 
Mahar ashtra Majha as the state song, which is usually 
performed at school cultural events on May 1, second 
only to the national anthem.  

2. On February 19, the anniversary of the birth of Maratha 
monarch Chhatrapati Shivaji, the song will assume its official role.  

3. At the moment, 12 other states ṽAndhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Odisha, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu, 
and Uttarakhand ṽhave an official state song.  

4.  Raja Badhe, a poet who worked for All India Radio from 195 6 to 1962, composed the 
song, which Shrinivas Khale set to music. It was performed by well -known folk 
singer Shahir Sable in front of Yashwantrao Chavan during a ceremony for the 
creation of the state on May 1, 1960, at Shivaji Park in Dadar.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  

 

ñǍʔǱȡ !ɶǍǩȡǍ ʌɐ țɐɾʌ ȒɐɐʌǩǍȺȺẏɾ ᶰᶮᶰᶵ !ɾȡǍɅ >ʔɳ 

Why in news: The Kingdom was the only bid presented at the Congress in Manama 
after India's withdrawal in December 2022.   

1. The Asian Football Confederation (AFC),  announced 
that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) won the 
hosting of the 2027 Asian Nations Cup, for the first time 
in its history, since its inception in 1956.  

2. Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa  is officially 
President of the Asian Football Confederati ɐɅẏɾ ɾȡɅǪǸ 
last four years.  

3. Qatar will host the next edition of the Asian Football Cup, from June 26 to July 16, 
2023. 

4.  The AFC Asian Cup is the primary association football competition contested by 
the senior men's national teams of the members of the Asia n Football 
Confederation (AFC), determining the continental champion of Asia.  

5. It is the second oldest continental football championship in the world after Copa 
América. The winning team becomes the champion of Asia and until 2015 
qualified for the FIFA Co nfederations Cup.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ THE HINDU)  
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World food prices decline for 10th month running in January : FAO  

Why in news: The Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO) price index, which 
tracks the most globally traded food commodities, 
averaged 131.2 points last month against 132.2 for 
December.  

1. World food prices fell in January for a 10th 
consecutive month, and are now down some 18% 
from a record high hit last March following Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine.  

2. The Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO)  price index, which tracks the most 
globally traded food commodities, averaged 131.2 points last month against 132.2 
for December. It was the lowest reading since September 2021.  

3. The index was introduced in 1996 as a public good to help in monitoring 
devel opments in the global agricultural commodity markets.  

4.  The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) is a measure of the monthly change in 
international prices of a basket of food commodities.  

5. It measures changes for a basket of cereals, oilseeds, dairy products, meat a nd 
sugar.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ LIVEMINT)  

 

EǸɳǍɶʌɃǸɅʌ ɐȒ fȡɾțǸɶȡǸɾ ȺǍʔɅǪțǸɾ ẎñǍȓǍɶ æǍɶȡȶɶǍɃǍẏ ɳɶɐȓɶǍɃ ɐɅ ɐǪǪǍɾȡɐɅ ɐȒ ᶵᶳʌț 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav  

Why in news ṝ ẎñǍȓǍɶ æǍɶȡȶɶǍɃǍẏ ǍȡɃɾ ʌɐ ɶǸɾɐȺʬǸ ʌțǸ ȡɾɾʔǸɾ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ȒȡɾțǸɶɾ ǍɅǱ ɐʌțǸɶ 
stakeholders and to facilitate their economic upliftment.  

1. ÿțǸ ɃǍȡɅ ɐǩȲǸǪʌȡʬǸɾ ɐȒ ẎñǍȓǍɶ æǍɶȡȶɶǍɃǍẏ ǍɶǸ  
(i) to facilitate interaction with fishermen, coastal 

communities and stakeholders so as to 
disseminate information of various fisheries 
related schemes and programs being 
implemented by the Government;  

(ii)  demonstrating solidarity with all fisher folk, fish farmers and concerned 
stakeholder as a spirit of Aatmanirbhar Bharat;  

(iii)  to promote re sponsible fisheries with focus on sustainable balance between 
the utilization of marine fisheries resources for food security of nation and 
livelihoods of coastal fisher communities and  

(iv) protection of marine ecosystems. The mission augmented the manufactur ing 
of Covaxin, and created necessary infrastructure for smooth development of 
future vaccines, so that our country is pandemic ready  
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2. ÿțǸ ȡɅʌǸɶǍǪʌȡɐɅ ɳɶɐȓɶǍɃɾ ǩǸȡɅȓ ɐɶȓǍɅȡʽǸǱ ǱʔɶȡɅȓ ʌțǸ ẎñǍȓǍɶ æǍɶȡȶɶǍɃǍẏ ǍȡɃɾ ʌɐ 
resolve the issues of the fishers and other stakeholders and to facilitate their 
economic upliftment  through various fisheries schemes and programs being 
implemented by the Government of India  

3. Sagar Parikrama program is being organized through a pre -decided sea route 
covering coastal states/UTs.  

4.  Under Sagar Parikrama, an evolutionary journey is envisaged in the sea across the 
coastal belt demonstrating solidarity with all fisherfolk, fish farmers and concerned 
ɾʌǍȶǸțɐȺǱǸɶẏɾ Ǎɾ Ǎ ɾɳȡɶȡʌ ɐȒ !ǍʌɃǍɅȡɶǩțǍɶ =țǍɶǍʌṣ 

  (SOURCE ṾNEWS ON AIR)  

 

Digital India Mobile Van  

Why in news : The van will provide insight into Digital India initiatives such as Aarogya 
Setu, India Stack Global, e -Rupi, PMJDY, Aadhar, Digi 
locker, e -way bill, UMANG, e -aushadhi, Co -WIN, etc.  

1. The Digital India Mobile Van was launched by the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.  

2. The main objective of the mobile van is to spread 
awareness of Digital India initiatives and also to spread 
the word about the G20 Digital Economy Working  
Group.  

3. ¬ʔǪȶɅɐʭ ʭǍɾ ʌțǸ Ȓȡɶɾʌ ǱǸɾʌȡɅǍʌȡɐɅ ɐȒ ʌțǸ ɃɐǩȡȺǸ ʬǍɅ ʭțǸɶǸ ʌțǸ gᶰᶮ EMğgẏɾ Ȓȡɶɾʌ 
meet is held.  

4.  To give impetus to the uptake of digital services in the country and raise awareness 
about various initiatives under the Digital India Programme, the mobi le van will 
offer citizens a unique opportunity to experience the power of technology first -
hand.  

5. During its journey, the mobile van initiative will also teach people about using 
technologies and digital products.  

 (SOURCE Ṿ HINDUSTAN TIMES)  

 

New uɅǱȡǍ !ɾɾʔɶǍɅǪǸ ȺǍʔɅǪțǸɾ ẎɳǍʳ Ǎɾ ʳɐʔ ǱɶȡʬǸẏ ɳɐȺȡǪʳ 
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Why in news : The comprehensive motor insurance 
policy that charges premium is based on the usage of 
vehicle. The policy has two components - third -party 
cover and own -damage cover.  

1. uɅǱȡǍẏɾ ȺǍɶȓǸɾʌ ɅɐɅ-lif e insurance firm informed 
that the clients could avail of a discount on the 
renewal albeit at a lower applicable range.  

2. The policy comes with various benefits. For instance, the customer can save 
money through discounts on renewal premiums, provided the ve hicle runs 
within the specified kilometers.  

FACTS 

3. The New India Assurance Co. Ltd is a central public sector undertaking under the 
ownership of the Ministry of Finance, Government of India. It is based in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.  

4.  It is the largest nationalized general insurance company in India based on gros s 
premium collection inclusive of foreign operations. It was founded by Sir Dorabji 
Tata in 1919 and was nationalized in 1973.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ NEWS ON AIR)  

 

PM Modi becomes most popular world leader, leaves Biden, Sunak behind: Survey  

Why in news : PM ¶ɐǱȡẏɾ ɶǍʌȡɅȓɾ ʭǸɶǸ ʌțǸ țȡȓțǸɾʌ ȡɅ ᶰᶮᶰᶮ ǍȺɾɐṣ oǸ ɶǸǪǸȡʬǸǱ ᶶᶲụṣ uɅ 
2021, his ratings declined to 63% while India was fighting 
against COVID.  

1. The political intelligence company Morning Consult 
released a list of world leaders trending on the basis 
of their a pproval ratings among 22 nations that it 
surveyed.  

2. According to the data shared on the organisation's 
website, 78% of people approve of PM Modi while 18% disapprove of him. PM Modi's 
approval rating has increased in recent days, standing at 79% in the thir d week of 
January.  

3. US President Joe B In the second position was the Mexican President with 69% of 
approval and the Swiss president was in the third position.iden received 40% in the 
rating and was in the seventh position.  

4.  Canadian PM Justin Trudeau receiv ed 40%. Though his rating was the same as that 
of the American president, he was in the ninth position.  

5. Morning Consult is a US -based tracker.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  
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World Cancer Day 2023  

Why in news:  World Cancer Day aims to save millions of lives each year through 
education, raising awareness and pressing governments 
and individuals worldwide to take action.  

1. World Cancer Day is observed worldwide on February 4. 
The aim is to inform and encourage peop le on its 
prevention, early detection, and treatment.  

2. Ẍ>ȺɐɾǸ ÿțǸ >ǍɶǸ gǍɳẍ țǍɾ ǩǸǸɅ ʌțǸ ʌțǸɃǸ Ȓɐɶ ğɐɶȺǱ 
Cancer Day for the past three years (2022, 2023, and 2024).  

3. Cancer is a disease that occurs when a group of normal cells are seen changing in 
the body, which leads to uncontrolled, abnormal growth forming a lump called a 
tumour.  

4.  The first Cancer Day was celebrated in Geneva, Switzerland in the year 1933, an 
initiat ive taken by the World Health Organisation.  

 (SOURCE Ṿ TIMES OF INDIA)  

 

International Day of Human Fraternity 2023  

Why in news : The International Day of Human Fraternity was established by the 
United Nations General Assembly on December 21, 2020, 
with re solution 75/200 as a way to promote greater cultural 
and religious tolerance.   

1. It underscores the importance of humanity coming 
together as a united community in times that are 
increasingly characterised by ethno -nationalistic, 
political, and economic pol arisation.  

2. The International Day of Human Fraternity was instituted to celebrate the historic 
ǱɐǪʔɃǸɅʌ ʌȡʌȺǸǱ ẌoʔɃǍɅ fɶǍʌǸɶɅȡʌʳ Ȓɐɶ ğɐɶȺǱ æǸǍǪǸ ǍɅǱ ¬ȡʬȡɅȓ ÿɐȓǸʌțǸɶṦṞ ǩǸȡɅȓ 
signed by the Grand Imam of Al -Azhar, Ahmad Al -Tayyeb, and Pope Francis on 
February  4, 2019.  

3. The document promotes the values of love, mutual respect, and cooperation 
between people of different religions and cultures and aims to create a world 
where everyone can live in peace and dignity.  

4.  The day is significant as it highlights the im portance of promoting interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue and cooperation as a way to build a more peaceful and 
harmonious world.  
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  (SOURCE Ṿ NEWS18) 
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Trilateral framework: India, France, UAE unveil cooperation plan  

Why in news: The The  plan was finalised during a phone conversation among 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, and his France and 
UAE counterparts, Catherine Colonna and Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, respectively.   

1. India, France and the UAE on Saturday announced an 
ambitious road map for cooperation in defence, 
energy and technology under a trilateral framework.  

2. The three foreign ministers met on September 19 last year for the first time in a 
trilateral format on the margins of the UN General Assembly in New York.  

3. The three sides agreed that the trilateral initiative will serve as a forum to 
promote the design and execution of cooperation projects in the fields of energy, 
with a focus on solar and nuclear energy, as well as in the fight against climate 
change and the protection of biodiversity, particularly in the Indian Ocean region.  

4.  The three countries also agreed to expand their cooperation through initiatives 
such as the Mangrove Alliance for Climate led by the UAE and the Indo -Pacific 
Parks Partnership led by Indi a and France.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ THE HINDU)  

 

Grammy Awards 2023  

Why in news: The 65th Annual Grammy Awards ceremony was held on February 5, 
2023 in Los Angeles.  

1. The 65th Grammy Awards was  presented in Los Angeles 
on 5th February 2023. With nine total nominations, 
Beyoncé is in first place, followed by Kendrick Lamar 
with eight, Adele with seven, and Brandi Carlile with six 
awards.  

2. Bengaluru -based composer Ricky Kej won a Grammy for Best Im mersive Audio 
Album for his most recent album Divine Tides with rock -legend Stewart Copeland 
(The Police), making him the only Indian to win three Grammy awards.  

3. The Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles played host to the 65th Annual Grammy 
Awards ceremony.   

4.  Song Of The Year winner (A Songwriter(s) Award) goes to Bonnie Raitt for Just Like 
That. She beat Taylor Swift in the category.  

5. Trevor Noah hosts the ceremony. Harry Styles, Mary J. Blige, Kendrick Lamar, ABBA 
and Lizzo are all among the nominees in for albu m of the year.  

 (SOURCE Ṿ LIVEMINT)  

China threatens repercussions after US downs suspected spy balloon  
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Why in news : Unlike satellites that watch from higher 
altitudes, spy balloons can watch from lower altitudes.  

1. The US military spotted a Chinese spy balloon near 
Alaska by the end of January 2023.  

2. The balloon was flying at an altitude of 60,000 feet 
and posed no thr eat to the US public. The balloon 
stopped in Montana.  

3.  The stop is significant as the Malmstrom Air Force of the US military is here. It holds 
one of the three nuclear silos.  

4.  Following this, the US military shot the balloon with its F -22 fighter jets.  
5. Spʳ ǩǍȺȺɐɐɅɾ ʭǸɶǸ ʔɾǸǱ ǱʔɶȡɅȓ ʭɐɶȺǱ ʭǍɶ uuṣ ÿțǸʳ ȓǍʬǸ Ǎ ǩȡɶǱẏɾ ǸʳǸ ʬȡǸʭ ɐȒ ʌțǸ 

battlefield. It was first used during the French wars in 18th century. Also, the views 
of spy balloons are more clear and longer. Satellites, on the other hand, pass on 
quickly an d cannot provide the visual for a longer time.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  

 

G20 Cyber Security Exercise and Drill  

Why in news : International participants from over 12 countries and domestic 
participants from Finance, Education, Telecom, Ports & 
Shipping, Energy, IT/ITeS sectors participates in the Drill.  

1. The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT -
In) conducted this Cyber Security Exercise and drill in 
hybrid mode (Physical and Virtual) where international 
participants from more than 12 co untries joined through 
online mode while domestic participants from diverse sectors such as Finance, 
Education, Telecom, Ports & Shipping, Energy, IT/ITeS and others attended in -
person as well as in virtual mode.  

2. The event further progressed with conductin g of Strategic Table Top Exercise (TTX) 
and Operational Drill using CERT -In Exercise Platform.  

3. The first Table Top Exercise catered to Board & Top Management on the theme 
ẌñʳɅǸɶȓʳ ʌɐ ǪɐʔɅʌǸɶ gȺɐǩǍȺ >ʳǩǸɶ >ɶȡɾȡɾẍ ȒɐǪʔɾǸǱ ɐɅ >ɶȡɾȡɾ ¶ǍɅǍȓǸɃǸɅʌ Ἁ >ɶȡɾȡɾ 
Commun ication.  

4.  The second Table Top Exercise, an Operational Drill was designed for CISO and 
Mid -ɃǍɅǍȓǸɃǸɅʌ ɐɅ ʌțǸ ʌțǸɃǸ Ẍ=ʔȡȺǱȡɅȓ >ɐȺȺǸǪʌȡʬǸ >ʳǩǸɶ éǸɾȡȺȡǸɅǪǸẍṣ ÿțǸ 
scenario for the exercise, which included cyber extortion, data breach, supply chain 
attacks and disruptions was derived from real life cyber incidents, in which 
domestic level (limited impact) incidents escalated to global cyber security crisis.  
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5. Exercise was successful in meeting its objectives and provided insights on 
enhancing and improving Crisis Management, Crisis Communication, Incident 
Response and global coordination & cooperation.  

  (SOURCE ṾNEWS ON AIR)  

 

PM inaugurates India Energy Week 2023 in Bengaluru  

Why in news :  The event will bring together leaders from the traditional and non -
traditional energy industry, governments, and academia to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities that a 
responsible energy transition presents.  

1. India Energy Week is being organised fr om the 6th to 
the 8th of February and aims to showcase India's rising 
prowess as an energy transition powerhouse.  

2. It will see the presence of more than 30 Ministers from across the world. Over 
30,000 delegates, 1,000 exhibitors and 500 speakers will gathe r to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities of India's energy future.  

3. ÿțǸ æɶȡɃǸ ¶ȡɅȡɾʌǸɶ ȺǍʔɅǪțǸǱ ʌțǸ ʔɅȡȒɐɶɃɾ ʔɅǱǸɶ ʌțǸ ẎĆɅǩɐʌʌȺǸǱẏ ȡɅȡʌȡǍʌȡʬǸ ɐȒ uɅǱȡǍɅ 
Oil. These uniforms are made of recycled PET bottles.  

4.  He also dedicated the twin -cooktop model of ʌțǸ uɅǱȡǍɅÃȡȺẏɾ uɅǱɐɐɶ ñɐȺǍɶ >ɐɐȶȡɅȓ 
System and flagged off its commercial roll -out.  

 (SOURCE Ṿ HINDUSTAN TIMES)  

 

Green hydrogen hubs to be set up in Kochi and Thiruvananthapuram  

Why in news ṝ ! ɾǪțǸɃǸ ɐȒ Ễᶰᶮᶮ ǪɶɐɶǸ țǍɾ ǩǸǸɅ ǍɅɅɐʔɅǪǸǱ Ȓɐɶ ʬȡǍǩȡȺȡʌʳ ȓǍɳ 
ȒʔɅǱȡɅȓṩȓɶǍɅʌṩǸɵʔȡʌʳ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ ʌɐ ɾǸʌ ʔɳ ʌțǸ ȓɶǸǸɅ țʳǱɶɐȓǸɅ țʔǩɾṣ !Ʌ ǍɃɐʔɅʌ ɐȒ Ễᶰᶮ 
crore is earmarked additionally for the purpose in the Kerala 
Budget.  

1. Kerala Finance Minister announced that his  government 
ȡɾ ʌɐ ǸɾʌǍǩȺȡɾț ẌgɶǸǸɅ oʳǱɶɐȓǸɅ oʔǩɾẍṣ ÿțǸ ɳɶɐȲǸǪʌ ȡɾ ʌɐ 
be implemented along with the private partner India 
Hydrogen Alliance.  

2. This is the first time such a project is initiated in India. It has already begun in other 
countries. International hydrogen hubs set up in different parts of the world are 
ɶǸȒǸɶɶǸǱ ʌɐ Ǎɾ ẌoʳǱɶɐȓǸɅ ĞǍȺȺǸʳ æɶɐȲǸǪʌɾẍṣ 

3. The plan is to build green hydrogen plants that can produce 60 tonnes of hydrogen 
per day.  

4.  The plant will be established with a 150 MW Electrolyser and stor age infrastructure.  
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5. Hydrogen Valley is a basically geographical area where the companies working on 
hydrogen production come together to build hydrogen plants. It has all the 
facilities for hydrogen production, storage, distribution, etc  

 (SOURCE Ṿ PIB)  

 

Bihar: MV Ganga Vihar Floating Restaurant  

Why in news : The Tourists can now cruise down the Ganga in this floating restaurant 
operated by the Bihar State Tourism Development 
Corporation (BSTDC).  

1. The Bihar State Tourism Development Corporation 
recen tly built MV Ganga Vihar, a floating restaurant at 
the NI Ghat. The restaurant is on the Ganges.  

2. The State Government of Bihar has been taking 
initiatives to increase tourism in the state. There are 
beautiful and historic heritage sites in the state with h uge tourism potential. This 
includes the Rajgir, Sasaram, and Bodh Gaya.  

3. Iconic Jumbo of Hong Kong is the biggest floating restaurant in the world. It is the 
south China sea.  

4.  The first floating restaurant of India was built in Sirhind of Punjab.  It was built in a 
small canal near a village.  

  (SOURCE Ṿ INDIAN EXPRESS)  

 

International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation 2023  

Why in news:  International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation is 
celebrated on 6 February to spread awareness and 
educate people about the problems females faced due 
to genital mutilation.  

1. This day spread awareness about Female Genital 
Mutilation (FG M) which is a violation of the human 
rights of girls and women.  

2. Female genital mutilation is also sometimes known as circumcision in which the 
external female genitalia are removed partially or completely or another injury to 
the female genital organs for  non -medical reasons. Mainly, it is done between 
infancy and the age of 15. Adult women may also undergo the procedure.  

3. FGM is performed mainly in Africa, particularly in North -Eastern, Eastern and 
Western Africa. It also takes place in the Middle East, in  South -East Asia and among 
immigrants in Europe.  
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