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Note: 
➢ Aim: To encourage customers to start investing for their health and financial security at an early age 
➢ This new-age indemnity plan offers a 'live healthy' benefit. 
➢ It gives a premium discount of up to 30% on policy renewal basis health points earned. 
➢ It is available as an individual, multi-individual, and family floater starting from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 1 crore. 
➢ Age: 18 -65 yrs 

8. Pine Labs and Thomas Cook (India) partnered with which organization to enable payments via UPI for foreign 
nationals from G20 countries _________National Payments Corporation of India. 
Note: 
➢ Pine Labs will issue the prepaid payment product under the PPI authorization from RBI. 
➢ This facility can be accessed on arrival in India at Thomas Cook’s airport counters. 
➢ When encashing foreign currency at Thomas Cook’s counter, the customer can open a Pine Labs Fave Money 

prepaid account loaded with the rupee value 
9. Which NBFC entered into a co-lending loan agreement with Karnataka Bank to meet the funding requirements of 

priority segments such as agriculture and MSME ____________Paisalo Digital Ltd. 
Note: 
➢ This agreement will enable Paisalo Digital to drive financial inclusion by providing low-cost financial solutions 

to priority sectors. 
➢ As per the RBI circular, released on November 5, 2020, banks and NBFCs can enter into tie-ups for the joint 

contribution of funding for priority sectors. 
10. Which delivery partner joined hands with Alliance Insurance Brokers to provide insurance to its national network of 

delivery partners___________Dunzo. 
Note: 
➢ With this initiative, Alliance Insurance Brokers is providing insurance protection to almost 20,000 delivery 

partners, insured on a daily basis, while they are active on the platform. 
➢ In case of an accident, the policy offers a benefit of Rs 5 lakh to cover children’s education and reimburse 

business losses and hospitalization expenses. 
11. Kotak Mahindra Bank has launched a unified portal named 'Kotak fyn' for which type of customers _________Corporate. 

Note: 
➢ Aim: To track their payments, collections, trade, and other services related to their bank accounts 
➢ The bank is also planning to introduce a new loan origination and management system that would digitize the 

process from the loan application, to sanction, to disbursal. 
➢ This system would reduce the turnaround time for corporate borrowers and make the process more 

transparent. 

Obituaries 
 

1. Kanak Rele passed away at the age of 85, was a veteran _________ Classical dancer. 
Note: 
➢ She was an exponent of Mohiniyattam 
➢ She was awarded the first Guru Gopinath National Puraskaram of the Government of Kerala. 
➢ She played a major role in popularizing Mohiniyattam and making it globally prominent. 

2. A retired TCA Ramanujam passed away at an age of 88, was a ___________ Chief Commissioner of Income Taxes. 
Note: 
➢ He serves as Chief Commissioner of Income Tax until his retirement in 1992. 
➢ He also spent a year as a member of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.  
➢ In 2002, he began his advocacy career again and served as a senior standing counsel for the Income Tax 

division. 
3. Subi Suresh, an actor and television host, passed away at an age of 41, was associated with which regional cinema 

_________ Malayalam. 
Note: 
➢ She also performed a variety of comedic roles on programs like Cinemala. 
➢ She has appeared in a number of Malayalam television programmes as well as the films Grihanathan, Thaksara 

Lahala, and Elsamma Enna Aankut. 
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➢ On February 21 (International Mother Language Day), Kerala published two of its recent judgments in 
Malayalam. 

➢ The judgments in Malayalam were uploaded on the court's website just below the English version. 
➢ The Kerala High Court made use of SUVAS (Supreme Court Vidhik Anuwad Software ) tool to translate the 

judgments. 
4. The Namami Gange Executive Committee, headed by NMCG Director General G. Asok Kumar, has approved how many 

projects, worth over 1,200 crore rupees for Pollution abatement in Ganga Basin and Ghat Development 
_____________Nine. 
Note: 
➢ Out of these projects, seven pertain to the abatement of pollution in the Ganga Basin and two to ghat 

development. 
➢ The decision was taken during the 47th meeting of the Executive Committee of the National Mission for Clean 

Ganga (NMCG). 
5. Which country has been selected as the New Delhi World Book Fair, that was started at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi 

from 25th February and continue till 5th March 2023 ______________France. 
Note: 
➢ The Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan will inaugurate the fair. 
➢ The 2023 theme of the fair is Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
➢ The G20 theme has been integrated with the book fair, and exhibitions of books from G20 member countries 

will be organized during the fair. 
6. The Union Cabinet chaired by PM Narendra Modi has approved the extension of the term of the 22nd Law Commission 

of India from 20th February 2023 to ______________31st August 2024. 
Note: 
➢ The 22nd law panel was constituted for three years on 21st February 2020. 
➢ Law Commission of India: 
➢ It is a non-statutory body and is constituted by the Government of India from time to time. 
➢ It was originally constituted in 1955. 

7. Which organization has topped the ranking of Independent Power Producers and Energy Traders Globally in the S&P 
Global Commodity Insights Top 250 Global Energy Company Rankings 2022 _____________ NTPC Limited. 
Note: 
➢ These rankings are based on four key metrics: Asset worth, Revenues, Profits, and Return on Investment (ROI). 
➢ Presently, NTPC contributes 24% of the total electricity produced in India. 
➢ NTPC is targeting non-fossil fuel-based capacity to make up nearly 50% of the company’s portfolio by 2032. 

8. India has slipped to which position in the International Intellectual Property Rights Index 2023 out of 55 countries for 
2022 __________42nd. 
Note: 
➢ India was ranked 40th in the index in 2021. 
➢ It was launched by the US Chamber of Commerce's Global Innovation Policy Centre and is monitored by the 

Indian government. 
➢ It evaluates the protection of IP rights in 55 of the world's leading economies, together representing 

approximately 90% of global GDP. 
9. World’s longest river cruise ‘MV Ganga Vilas’ will culminate its journey on 28th February in which city of India 

______________Dibrugarh. 
Note: 
➢ It will cover a distance of 3,200 km in over 50 days before reaching Dibrugarh on the 28th of February via 

Patna Sahib, Bodh Gaya, Vikramshila, Dhaka, the Suderbans and the Kaziranga national park. 
➢ It is built with a unique design and a futuristic vision, three decks and 18 suites on board with a capacity of 36 

tourists. 
10. Who has launched the 'neutral citations' to ensure a uniform pattern of citing the decisions of the Supreme Court 

_______________ CJI D Y Chandrachud. 
Note: 
➢ Earlier, the apex court had taken various steps to implement a uniform, reliable, and secure methodology for 

identifying and citing decisions in the apex court. 
➢ Other initiative: Electronic Supreme Court Reports (e-SCR) project, which is aimed to provide free access to 

about 34,000 judgments to lawyers, law students, and the common public. 
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11. Chairman of EAC-PM has released the Foundational Literacy and Numeracy report. Who is he ____________Dr. Bibek 
Debroy. 
Note: 
➢ Prepared by: Institute for Competitiveness 
➢ Punjab has emerged as the top-performing state on education and health-related indicators. 
➢ Delhi, Goa, Maharashtra, J&K, Kerala, Rajasthan, Sikkim, TN, and Puducherry were ranked as high-performing 

states and UTs. 
➢ Meghalaya, D&N Haveli, Nagaland, Telangana, UP, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, and Ladakh were among 

underperformed. 
12. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Shivamogga airport in which state of India on 27 February 2023 __________ 

Karnataka. 
Note: 
➢ The airport has been built on 663 acres of land with an investment of ₹449.22 crore. 
➢ Apart from this, the prime minister has also inaugurated several other development projects in the poll-bound 

state. 
➢ The Passenger Terminal Building of the airport can handle 300 passengers per hour. 
➢ The foundation was laid in June 2020 by former CM B S Yediyurappa. 

13. PM Narendra Modi has released which installment of financial benefits worth Rs 16,800 crore to over eight crore 
eligible farmers under the flagship PM-KISAN scheme_______________13th. 
Note: 
➢ PM-KISAN refers to Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi . 
➢ Under this scheme, eligible farmers are provided with a financial benefit of Rs 6,000 per year in three equal 

installments of Rs 2,000 each every four months. 
➢ The fund is directly transferred to the bank accounts of the beneficiaries. 

14. The government is planning to set up how many ‘Clean Plant Centres’ to boost the domestic production of the selected 
crops _____________10. 
Note: 
➢ These centres were already established in developed countries such as the US, Netherlands, and Israel. 
➢ They will be set up under the ‘Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Program’. 
➢ It was announced by FM Nirmala Sitharaman in the Union Budget 2023-24. 
➢ These centres will be established for fruit crops with a budget of Rs 2,200 crore in the next seven years till 

2030. 
15. Indian Oil Corporation Chairman, Shrikant Madhav Vaidya has revealed that the company is planning to set up green 

hydrogen plants at all its refineries by which year _____________2047. 
Note: 
➢ It is part of a Rs 2-lakh crore green transition plan to achieve net-zero emissions. 
➢ It is also planning to set up a 7,000 tonnes p.a. green hydrogen-producing facility. 
➢ IOC is restructuring its business with a greater emphasis on petrochemicals to hedge volatility in the fuel 

business. 
16. Union Cabinet has approved the signing Air Services Agreement between India and which country _______Guyana. 

Note: 
➢ This agreement will come into force after the exchange of diplomatic notes between parties. 
➢ Aim: To enable a framework for the provision of air services between the two countries 
➢ Indians have a sizeable presence in Guyana and are the largest ethnic group comprising about 40% of the 

population. 
➢ It will provide an enabling environment for enhanced and seamless connectivity. 

17. Which department has signed Letter of Intent (LoI) with Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems (Fraunhofer 
ISE) for a long-term collaboration focusing on hydrogen technologies _____________Department of Science and 
Technology (DST). 
Note 
➢ It will trigger development of higher Technology Readiness Level (TRL) for hydrogen energy clusters being set 

up by DST and identify existing technologies and potential interventions from Fraunhofer in green hydrogen, 
integrate them with indigenous technologies. 

18. Which edition of the UIC World Security Congress has been started commenced in Jaipur, India on 21st February 2023 
__________18th. 
Note: 
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Note: 
➢ Aim: To promote coastal tourism in the state 
➢ The state government has received permission from the Government of India for the relaxation of Coastal 

Regulation Zone rules. 
➢ The government also proposed to build a corridor of ancient temples like Madhukeshwara (Banavasi) and 

Dattatreya (Ganagapura) and promote Yatra tourism. 
5. Which state government has signed a Memorandum of Association (MoA) of over Rs 5,000 crore with Tata 

Technologies to upgrade 150 ITIs in the state ____________Uttar Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ Aim: To help the youth upgrade their skills and make them fit for the modern-day industry 
➢ This MoA will also help in the skill development of the youth of the state and will be helpful in taking forward 

the programs of Tata Technologies. 
➢ The trained youth will be able to get jobs in prestigious institutions of Tata and abroad. 

6. Which state government has approved the Mukhyamantri Ladli Behna Yojana to empower women at every level 
_________Madhya Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ Under this scheme, Rs 1000 (month) will be deposited in the account of women, irrespective of their class or 

caste, whose age is above 23 years. 
➢ The Yojana will be launched on March 5, 2023. 
➢ The applications are very simple, the team will visit to fill out the application in their village itself. 

 

Important News – World 
 

1. Which country’s government signed an agreement with the International Solar Alliance (ISA) to increase the use of 
solar energy in the country __________Bangladesh. 
Note: 
➢ The agreement was signed between the ISA Director General Ajay Mathur and the Bangladesh Power Division 

Secretary Md. Habibur Rahman. 
➢ The agreement is to be implemented by December 2026. 
➢ The government aims to generate 40% of its total energy through renewable sources by 2041 and to produce 

4000 MW of solar power by 2030. 
2. Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has suspended its membership in which country after violated the organization's 

principles ____________ Russia. 
Note: 
➢ FATF Core Principle: To promote security, safety, and the integrity of the global financial system 
➢ FATF is an inter-governmental organization set up to combat money laundering and terrorism financing by 

setting global standards and checking if countries respect them. 
➢ The FATF also added South Africa and Nigeria to its grey list. 

3. Italy PM will be on a two-day visit to India on 2nd March 2023 with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani and a high-powered business delegation. Who is the PM of Italy ____________Giorgia Meloni. 
Note: 
➢ The Italian Prime Minister will be the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker at the 8th Raisina Dialogue, 2023. 
➢ Indian PM Narendra Modi and his Italian counterpart will hold discussions on bilateral, regional, and global 

issues. 
➢ Both countries are celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations. 

 

Honour & Awards 
 

1. Noted classical singer, Pt Prem Kumar Mallick has been selected for the prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 
for which year ___________2019. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: Contributions in the field of music (Hindustani Vocal). 
➢ He is a professor in the department of music and performing arts at Allahabad University. 
➢ He will receive this award along with other artists from across the country for the award for years 2019, 2020, 

and 2021. 
➢ President Droupadi Murmu will present the award on February 23. 
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2. Who has won the prestigious National Geographic ‘Pictures of The Year’ award with his photograph titled “Dance of 
the Eagles” ___________________Karthik Subramaniam. 
Note: 
➢ The award-winning photograph captured a bald eagle intimidating its peers to claim a prime log while salmon 

hunting in the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve in Alaska. 
➢ He titled the picture 'Dance of the Eagles' as a homage to the fictional dragon war in George R.R. Martin’s novel 

‘A Dance with Dragons’. 
3. In a first for the Indian Navy, Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral R Harikumar awarded an ‘on the spot’ Unit Citation to 

which INS in Kochi _________________INS Nireekshak. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: For deep sea diving and undertaking salvage operations under the most challenging circumstances 
➢ He also awarded commendations to the crew involved in the salvage operation. 
➢ INS Nireekshak: 

o It is a Dive Support and Submarine Rescue Vessel of the Indian Navy. 
o It was built in 1985 by Mazgaon Shipbuilders. 

4. Who has been honored with the Sansad Ratna Lifetime Achievement Award 2023 ____________T K Rangarajan. 
Note: 
➢ Thirteen MPs were nominated for the Sansad Ratna Awards 2023. 
➢ The 13th edition of the award ceremony will be held on March 25 in New Delhi. 
➢ Sansad Ratna Awards: 

o It was instituted in 2010 and inspired by the teachings of former President APJ Abdul Kalam. 
o It recognizes and felicitates the top-performing MPs based on their work in the apex legislative body 

5. Who was honored with the EY Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2022 _____________Sajjan Jindal. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: For his exceptional entrepreneurial journey in scaling the global conglomerate with a presence in steel, 

cement, infrastructure, energy, and paints 
➢ He will now represent India at the EY World Entrepreneur of the Year Award (WEOY) at Monte Carlo in June 

2023. 
➢ While K P Singh, Chairman Emeritus, DLF Group, was honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

6. Which state/UT Tourism has been chosen by India Today Tourism Survey for best adventure tourism award in 
recognition of its efforts in promoting 'Gulmarg' as an adventure destination of international order ___________ Jammu 
& Kashmir. 
Note: 
➢ India Today award comes just within a month of South Asian Travel Trade Expo(SATTE) in which the J&K 

Tourism Department was awarded for its efforts in post COVID-19 recovery of the tourism sector. 
7. Which Indian movie has won four awards at Hollywood Critics Association Film Awards 2023 _____________RRR. 

Note: 
➢ The movie has received awards in Best Action Film, Best International Feature, Best Original Song (Naatu 

Naatu), and Best Stunts categories. 
➢ The RRR has also been nominated for the Oscars 2023 in Best Original Song (Naatu Naatu). 
➢ The song 'Naatu Naatu' has already bagged the prestigious awards Best Original Song award at the 80th Golden 

Globe Awards. 
8. Which Computer scientist has been awarded the 2023 Marconi Prize ____________Hari Balakrishnan. 

Note: 
➢ He is a professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. 
➢ The Marconi Prize is a top honor for computer scientists and is awarded by the U.S.-based Marconi Foundation. 
➢ It is given to those who have made a significant contribution to increasing digital inclusivity through advanced 

information and communications technology. 
9. Who won FIFA's best men's player of the year for 2022 after winning his maiden World Cup title with Argentina in 

December 2022 in Qatar ______________ Lionel Messi. 
Note: 
➢ While Alexia Putellas (Spain) was awarded the best women's player for a second straight year. 
➢ Other awardees: 

o Best fans award: Argentina 
o Fairplay award:  Luka Lochoshvili (Georgia) 
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o Best men's coach: Lionel Scaloni (Argentina) 
o Best women's coach: Sarina Wiegman 
o Best goal (Puskas award): Marcin Oleksy 

 

Sports News 
 

1. Which Indian shooter clinched his first World Cup individual gold in the men’s 10m air rifle event at the ISSF World 

Cup in Cairo, Egypt ________________Rudrankksh Patil. 

Note: 

➢ He defeated Maximilian Ulbrich of Germany, who was settled for silver. 
➢ While Miran Maricic of Croatia won the bronze medal. 
➢ In women’s 10m air rifle, Tilottama Sen (14) won the second bronze for India. 
➢ Seonaid Mcintosh (Great Britain) won gold and Nina Christen (Switzerland) settled for silver. 

2. Which organization has bagged the title rights for the Women's Premier League (WPL) 2023 ____________TATA Group. 

Note: 
➢ The first match of WPL 2023 will begin between Gujarat Giants and Mumbai Indians on March 4 at the DY Patil 

Stadium. 
➢ In its first season, the WPL will stage a total of 20 league matches and two Playoff games that will be played. 
➢ Five teams: Delhi Capitals, Gujarat Giants, Mumbai Indians, Royal Challengers Bangalore & UP Warriorz  

3. Which Indian shooter has secured the gold medal in the men's individual 50m rifle 3 positions competition at the ISSF 

World Cup in Cairo, Egypt ______________ Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar. 

Note: 
➢ In the event, he defeated Alexander Schmirl from Austria by 16-6. 
➢ With this gold, India topped the medal tally with four gold and Hungary at second. 
➢ 10m air rifle mixed team: Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil and R Narmada Nithin 
➢ 10m air pistol mixed team: Varun Tomar and Rhythm Sangwan 
➢ Men's 10m air rifle: Rudrankksh Patil 

4. Which women’s cricket team has defeated South Africa by 9 runs to lift the ICC T20 World Cup Trophy 2023 at 

Newlands, Cricket Ground in Cape Town, South Africa ____________Australia. 

Note: 
➢ Australian women's cricket team has won this title for the sixth time. 
➢ They have completed a ‘three-peat’ under the captaincy of Meg Lanning, winning in 2018, 2020, and 2023. 
➢ Player of the series: Australia Ashleigh Gardner 
➢ Most runs: South Africa Laura Wolvaardt (230) 

5. Which football team defeated Newcastle to win the Carabao Cup title in 2023 after six years ____________Manchester 

United. 

Note: 

➢ Newcastle is a Saudi Arabia-backed club. 
➢ The Carabao cup is also known as the EFL cup, a major football trophy played in England. 
➢ The competition was open to all clubs participating in the Premier League and the English Football League. 
➢ Liverpool is the most successful club in the competition and has won more than nine championships. 

6. Which Indian Greco-Roman wrestler won a bronze medal in the men’s 72 kg division of the  Ibrahim Moustafa ranking 

series in Alexandria, Egypt ___________ Ankit Gulia. 

Note: 

➢ He lost to Otar Abuladze (Georgia) and got the better of Nurzhigit Keneshbek Uulu (Kyrgyzstan) in the 
repechage round. 

➢ The Indian grappler won the medal after Iranian 67kg Olympic champion Mohammadreza Abdolhamid Geraei 
withdrew from the bronze medal match due to an injury. 

7. Which state women's hockey team won the 13th Hockey India Senior Women National Championship 2023 held in 

Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh _____________Madhya Pradesh. 

Note: 
➢ MP defeated Hockey Maharashtra by 5-1 in the final. 
➢ MP's Pratibha Arya was adjudged the best defender of the championship. 
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➢ It is a multilateral Air exercise in which Air Forces from Finland, Sweden, South Africa, the USA, and Singapore 
would also participate. 

➢ In 2023, IAF is participating in the exercise with five Mirage 2000 fighters, two C-17 Globemaster, and an IL-78 
mid-air refueller aircraft. 

6. The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Ex-Desert Flag VIII, organized at the Al Dahfra airbase of the which 
country ________________United Arab Emirates. 
Note: 
➢ The exercise will be scheduled from 27th February to 17th March 2023. 
➢ The IAF has participated with five Light Combat Aircraft, LCA Tejas, and two C-17 Globemaster III aircraft. 
➢ The Air Forces from UAE, France, Kuwait, Australia, the UK, Bahrain, Morocco, Spain, South Korea, and the USA 

would join this multilateral air exercise. 
7. Tata Memorial Hospital (TMH) and which Auckland University signed an MoU to engage in long-term cooperation in 

cancer care ______________Waipapa Taumata Rau. 
Note: 
➢ TMH is the most renowned cancer care hospital and research center in India. 
➢ Initial projects envisaged for the partnership include a digital platform: 
➢ For clinical trials to track study-related activities for patients, investigators, and regulators 
➢ To make outpatient clinics more efficient 
➢ To enhance prescription medicine safety 

8. Which National University's researchers are trying to reveal the fifth layer of the Earth ____________ Australia. 
Note: 
➢ Seismic waves generated by earthquakes have revealed new insights about the deepest parts of Earth’s inner 

core. 
➢ The team believes that presented evidence of a distinct layer inside Earth known as the innermost inner core 
➢ This layer is a solid ‘metallic ball’ that sits within the center of the inner core 
➢ So far, scientists believed that there are only four layers on the Earth 

9. The Atacama Large Millimetre/submillimetre Array (ALMA) is set to get software and hardware upgrades. This is a 
____________ Radio telescope. 
Note: 
➢ Reason: To collect more data and produce sharper images than ever before 
➢ ALMA is a radio telescope comprising 66 antennas located in the Atacama Desert of northern Chile. 
➢ The upgradation would take around five years to finish. 
➢ It is operated under a partnership between the US, and 16 countries in Europe, Canada, Japan, South Korea, 

Taiwan, and Chile. 
10. Which platform has introduced a new research tool LLaMA that will soon aid in building AI-based chatbots 

__________Meta. 
Note: 
➢ The company has publicly released its Large Language Model Meta AI (LLaMA). 
➢ LLaMA is a state-of-the-art foundational language model. 
➢ It is developed to assist researchers in their work in the subfield of AI. 
➢ This would be Meta’s third LLM after Glactica and Blender Bot 3 that were shut down immediately after 

incorrect results. 
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