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CAT 2023 : Detailed Syllabus & Exam Pattern

CAT Syllabus and exam pattern provide an insight into the various sections and questions that
would be asked for the CAT exam. The CAT exam pattern has undergone many changes over
the years. There is no prescribed CAT syllabus but based on past years’ trends the CAT syllabus
has been curated by our experts. The Syllabus of CAT 2023 comprises of three sections:

1. Verbal Ability & Reading Comprehension

2. Data Interpretation & Logical Reasoning

3. Quantitative Ability

CAT exam or the Common Admission Test is a National-Level entrance test for admissions into
the IIMs and several other prestigious B-Schools across India. CAT exam is conducted every year
by the [IMs on a rotational basis. CAT 2022 was conducted by IIM Bangalore on 27th November
2022. Below is the detailed overview and the section-wise syllabus and exam pattern of the CAT
exam.

CAT Exam Pattern- Overview The candidates aspiring to take the CAT 2023 exam must know
the CAT exam pattern so that they can prepare well. Given below is an overview of the CAT exam
pattern based on past year’s trend:

Particulars CAT 2023 CAT 2022 | CAT 2021 | CAT 2020 CAT
(Expected) 2019
Exam Duration 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 3 hour
Sectional Duration 40 minutes 40 minutes | 40 minutes | 40 minutes 60
every section every every each minutes
section section section each
section
Number of Questions 24-26 24 24 26 34
in VARC
Number of Questions 22-26 22 22 26 34
in QA
Number of Questions 20-24 20 20 24 32
in DILR
Total 66-76 66 66 76 100

Marking Scheme is given below:
o +3 marks for every correct answer
e -1 marks for every incorrect answer
e 0 marks for not attempted questions
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* CAT 2023 Exam Pattern is tentative and is based on past year’s exam pattern.
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