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Agriculture Survey Will be Done in Uttar Pradesh on the Lines 

of Karnataka 

• On January 1, 2023, Uttar Pradesh's Agriculture 

Minister Surya Pratap Shahi told that now agriculture 

survey will be done in the state on the lines of 

Karnataka. Till now, based on estimates in the state, the 

data related to the area of Rabi, Kharif and Zaid 

cultivation, production and loss due to natural calamity 

was collected. 

• Agriculture Minister Surya Pratap Shahi said that if all 

goes well, then after one year it will be clear that which 

farmer of which district has how much farming. In rabi, kharif and Zaid, in 

how much area did he sow and how much. How much was produced. All 

these will now get accurate statistics. They will also be digitized. 

• It is known that till now the agriculture and revenue department collects 

data on the agriculture and agriculture of the state based on estimates at the 

district level. 

• He said that preparations are being made for satellite mapping in the 

agricultural sector in the state. The satellite will provide accurate 

information about the size of farmers' fields, sowing of crops, production, 

etc. in every village district-wise, block-wise. Accordingly, necessary 

fertilizers, chemicals etc. will be made available to the farmers and 

advisories will be given about the selection of crops. 

• He said that till now all the details of agriculture in the state are compiled 

on the assessment of estimates. It is not clearly known in which farmer 

sowed which crop in how much area. Even during disasters like excessive 

rains, floods, frosts, fire incidents, there is a lot of difficulty in gathering 

accurate information. 

• It is worth mentioning that recently, officials of the Agriculture and 

Revenue Department of Karnataka presented the model of satellite survey 

implemented in their state in Uttar Pradesh. Other senior officials of the 

department, including the Agriculture Minister, also liked this model. It was 

approved and now preparations are being made to operate it in Uttar 

Pradesh. 



 

Rs. 200 crores Approved for Country's First Ropeway 

Transport in Varanasi 

• On January 1, 2023, Kaushal Raj Sharma, Divisional Commissioner of 

Banaras, Uttar Pradesh, said that tourists coming 

from all over the world in Banaras will now get the 

facility of ropeway for the journey from the 

crowded cantt station to Godaulia, for which a 

budget of Rs 200 crore has been approved to 

implement the country's first public transport 

ropeway on the ground. 

• Divisional Commissioner Kaushal Raj Sharma said 

that the first installment of the budget will be 

released in the first week of January to shift the line of public amenities 

passing through the roadside between Varanasi Cantt and Godaulia in the 

state. 

• After January 15, preparations are being made to shift the line of public 

facilities. The process of acquisition of identified land for the route will also 

start in the month of January itself. 

• He said that a proposal of Rs 173 crore has been sent by the administration 

for land acquisition and Rs 28 crore for shifting the line of public amenities. 

The government has also taken the initiative to release the first installment 

by approving this budget proposal. After the release of the budget, the work 

of shifting the water, electricity and other lines passing under the road 

between Cantt and Godaulia will be started. 

• The Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey has identified the 

construction of Jal Kal, Smart City, GAIL, Jal Nigam, BSNL and Power 

Department. Apart from this, 1.59 hectares of land has been identified for 

acquisition for the construction of a 3.75 km ropeway from Cantt railway 

station to Godaulia intersection, out of which 0.96 hectare is private and 0.63 

hectare is government. On the basis of compensation fixed at the circuit rate, 

Rs 72 crore will be spent on private land and Rs 101 crore on government 

land. 

• Stations and 30 towers are to be built at Cantonment, Bharat Mata Temple, 

Besant Theosophical Society Rath Yatra, Church and Godaulia intersection. 



He informed that under the ropeway project, the ropeway work will start in 

the state in March. 

 

100% Attendance of MGNREGA Workers to be Done through 

App in Uttar Pradesh 

• On January 2, 2023, Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief 

Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya said that arrangements 

are now being made to ensure 100 percent attendance 

through the National Mobile Monitoring System App for 

transparency in MNREGA works in the state. 

• In line with the instructions given by Deputy Chief 

Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya, the Rfural 

Development Department is making arrangements to 

ensure 100 percent attendance through the National 

Mobile Monitoring System App (NMMS) to bring transparency in MGNREGA 

works. 

• From this year, 100 percent attendance of MGNREGA workers will be 

available through this app. For this, Rural Development Commissioner GS 

Priyadarshi has given instructions to all district magistrates and district 

program coordinators. 

• Referring to the guidelines of the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Government of India, the Commissioner has written that the presence of 

workers should be ensured through the app and it should be reviewed at the 

development block level every week. 

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Campaign 

(MGNREGA) is an employment guarantee scheme implemented in India, 

which was enacted by the Legislative Assembly on September 7, 2005 in the 

state. 

• It aims to provide a legal guarantee of the right of rural households to work 

and enhance their livelihood by providing at least 100 days of unskilled 

manual labour to every rural household. The program is implemented by the 

Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India and is implemented in 

partnership with the State Governments and local Governments. 

 



Self sustainable model will be made for Gaushalas 

• On January 4, 2023, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath reviewed 

the presentation regarding the large cow shelter in Lucknow and told that 

there is a need to build an economy for running cow 

shelters, for which a self-sustainable model will be 

created. 

• Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said that cow 

shelters should be constructed on PPP mode and at 

the same time they should be connected with 

natural farming, cow dung paint, CNG and CBG. This 

will make cow shelters financially strong and will be 

able to bear the expenses incurred on the 

maintenance and rearing of cows themselves. 

• It is worth mentioning that a presentation was made before the Chief 

Minister regarding the construction of shelters with a capacity to hold two 

to three thousand bovines in the state. The Chief Minister said that MoU’s 

should be made with interested NGOs for running cow shelters and provide 

them with necessary arrangements. 

• Yogi Adityanath said that the state government is constantly making efforts 

for animal promotion, conservation with a sense of service. Many schemes 

are being run by the government to encourage all the cattle farmers 

including cattle and the eligible people should be ensured to get the benefit. 

• He said that destitute cow shelters, participation schemes and one cow 

scheme for malnourished families run by the state government are very 

effective in cow protection. These three schemes should be taken forward by 

running a campaign in the entire state. 

• He said that under the participation scheme, farmers rearing destitute 

cows are being given Rs 900 per month per cow. They should be paid to the 

farmers after land verification. 

• Breed improvement scheme should be expedited to increase milk 

production and control of destitute cattle. Under this scheme, cattle breeds 

can be improved by getting artificial insemination done in government 

veterinary hospitals. This will not only increase milk production but will also 

create a new breed of cattle. 

 



First Plant to Make Coal from Waste in Banaras 

• On January 4, 2023, Ajay Ram, executive engineer of Banaras Municipal 

Corporation of Uttar Pradesh, said that Banaras, famous for religion and 

culture, will now give the country a plant to make 

coal from waste. The first plant to make coal from 

waste is under construction at Ramna in Banaras. 

• Engineer Ajay Ram said that after the start of the 

plant at Ramna in Banaras, 200 tonnes of coal will be 

produced from 600 tonnes of waste per day. This 

will be the first plant in the country to make coal 

from waste, which is being constructed by NTPC. 

Coal will be made from waste in the plant. Its 

successful test was done in October 2022. 

• NTPC is conducting technical testing of one unit of the plant as per the 

prescribed standards. The first unit of the plant will be commissioned by the 

end of June. After production, coal will be sold to the concerned companies 

in the surrounding districts. 

• Varanasi generates 600 tonnes of garbage per day on normal days and 800 

tonnes on special occasions. It is transported by large trucks to garbage 

disposal plants outside the city. 

• He said that if this project is successful on a three-year trial, then the plant 

will be set up in other states as well. The plant is being built keeping in mind 

the next 25 years. The plant will have a capacity to process more than 800 

tonnes of waste. The plant is targeted to be commissioned by December 

2023. 

 

PM flags off the world's longest river cruise - MV Ganga Vilas 

in Varanasi 

• On January 13, 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the world's 

longest river cruise – MV Ganga Vilas – and inaugurated the Tent City in 

Varanasi via video conference. 



• On the occasion, the Prime Minister also inaugurated and laid the 

foundation stone of several other inland waterway 

projects worth over Rs 1,000 crore. 

• The Prime Minister said that the longest river 

cruise from Kashi to Dibrugarh will put north 

India's tourist destinations on the world tourism 

map. 

• The Prime Minister also said that other projects 

worth Rs 1,000 crore being dedicated in Varanasi, 

West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam will 

boost tourism and employment prospects in eastern India. 

• Highlighting the experience of river cruise, the Prime Minister said that 

there is something special for everyone in it. Destinations like Kashi, Bodh 

Gaya, Vikramshila, Patna Sahib and Majuli will be covered for those 

interested in spirituality. 

• Tourists looking for a multinational cruise experience will have the 

opportunity to pass through Dhaka in Bangladesh and for those who want to 

see the natural diversity of India, it will pass through the Sundarbans and the 

forests of Assam. 

• The Prime Minister said that this cruise will pass through 25 different river 

streams, so this cruise has special significance for those who have a keen 

interest in understanding India's river systems. 

• MV Ganga Vilas will start its journey from Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh and 

travel about 3,200 km in 51 days to reach Dibrugarh in Assam via 

Bangladesh, crossing 27 river systems in India and Bangladesh. 

• MV Ganga Vilas has three decks with all luxury amenities, 18 suites with a 

capacity of 36 tourists. In the first trip, 32 tourists from Switzerland are 

going for the entire journey. 

• The MV Ganga Vilas Cruise has been designed to showcase the country's 

best performance to the world. The 51-day cruise tour is planned for world 

heritage sites, national parks, river ghats and major cities like Patna in Bihar, 

Sahib Ganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, Dhaka in Bangladesh and 

Guwahati in Assam. 



• The visit will give a great experience to the tourists and an opportunity to 

get involved in the art, culture, history and spirituality of India and 

Bangladesh. 

• In line with the Prime Minister's endeavor to promote river cruise tourism, 

the launch of this service will enable it to reap the benefits of river cruises' 

vast untapped potential and usher in a new era of river cruise tourism for 

India. 

• Tent City in Varanasi is envisaged on the banks of river Ganga to tap the 

tourism potential of the area. The project has been developed in front of the 

ghats of the city which will facilitate accommodation in Varanasi especially 

since the inauguration of Kashi Vishwanath Dham and cater to the growing 

number of tourists. 

• It has been developed by Varanasi Development Authority in the model of 

Public Private Partnership. Tourists will reach the Tent City by boats from 

various ghats nearby. The tent city will continue from October to June every 

year and will be removed for three months due to rise in the water level of 

the river during the rainy season. 

• On the occasion, the Prime Minister inaugurated the Haldia Multi-Modal 

Terminal in West Bengal. Developed under the Waterway Development 

Project, the Haldia Multi Model Terminal has a cargo handling capacity of 

about 3 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) and the berth is designed 

to handle vessels up to about 3000 deadweight tonnes (DWT). 

• The Prime Minister also inaugurated four floating community jetties at 

Saidpur, Chochakpur, Zamania in Ghazipur district of Uttar Pradesh and 

Kanspur in Ballia district. Apart from this, the Prime Minister laid the 

foundation stone of five community ghats at Digha, Nakta Diyara, Barh, 

Panapur in Patna district and Hasanpur in Samastipur district of Bihar. 

• More than 60 community ghats are being constructed along river Ganga in 

the states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal to boost 

economic activities and improve the livelihood of local communities in the 

region. Community jetties will play an important role in improving the 

livelihood of the people by providing simple logistic solutions for small 

farmers, fish units, unorganized agro-productive units, horticulturists, 

floriculture and artisans focusing on economic activities in the hinterland of 

river Ganga. 



• The Prime Minister also inaugurated the Maritime Skill Development 

Centre for the North East in Guwahati. It will help in carving the rich talent 

pool in the North Eastern Region and provide better employment 

opportunities in the fast growing logistics industry. 

• The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone for a ship repair facility 

and an elevated road at Pandu Terminal in Guwahati. The ship repair facility 

at Pandu Terminal will save precious time. 

 

Work Started On Making SCR in Uttar Pradesh 

• On January 17, 2023, Nitin Ramesh Gokarn, Principal Secretary, Housing 

Department of Uttar Pradesh, informed that work has 

started on creating a State Capital Region (SCR) on the 

lines of NCR in the state. 

• Principal Secretary housing Nitin Ramesh Gokarn 

said that a development authority will be formed in 

Barabanki for the formation of the State Capital Region 

(SCR). Barabanki is part of the SCR. 

• He said that on the instructions of Chief Minister Yogi 

Adityanath, the SCR is being made on the lines of the National Capital Region. 

Lucknow, Unnao, Rae Bareli, Barabanki, Kanpur Nagar and Kanpur Dehat 

districts will be part of it. 

• After receiving the proposal, it will be presented before the Chief Minister. 

• It is noteworthy that Barabanki district is adjacent to the capital. Therefore, 

illegal colonies are increasingly settling in its surrounding areas. Builders 

are bringing residential and commercial schemes by taking land here at 

exorbitant prices. Due to the absence of a development authority in 

Barabanki, neither the map of these colonies is being passed nor is it being 

stopped. 

 

PM inaugurates second phase of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh 

2022-23 in Basti district 

• On January 18, 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 

second phase of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23 held in Basti district of 

Uttar Pradesh via video conferencing. 



• During this Khel Mahakumbh, various competitions are organized in both 

indoor and outdoor games like Wrestling, Kabaddi, 

Kho-Kho, Basketball, Football, Hockey, Volleyball, 

Handball, Chess, Carrom, Badminton, Table Tennis 

etc. Apart from these, competitions like Essay 

Writing, Painting, Rangoli making are also organized. 

• The first phase of the Khel Mahakumbh was held 

from December 10 to 16, 2022 and the second phase 

of the Khel Mahakumbh is scheduled from January 18 

to 28, 2023. 

• This MP Sports Mahakumbh is being organized by Basti district MP Harish 

Dwivedi since 2021 . Khel Mahakumbh is a unique initiative that provides an 

opportunity and platform to the youth of the district and surrounding areas 

to showcase their sporting talent and motivate them to take up sports as a 

career option. It also seeks to instill discipline, teamwork, healthy 

competition, confidence and a sense of nationalism in the youth of the region. 

• The Prime Minister appreciated the vastness of the Khel Mahakumbh and 

hoped that through such events, India's traditional expertise in sports will 

get a new dimension. Around 200 MPs have already organized such khel 

Mahakumbh in their respective constituencies. 

• The Prime Minister said that the athletes who perform through these 

games are being selected for further training under the Sports Authority of 

India. Around 40,000 athletes are participating in the Khel Mahakumbh as 

compared to last year. 

• The Prime Minister informed that financial assistance of Rs 50,000 per 

month is also being provided to 2500 athletes through Khelo India. About 

500 Olympic potential athletes are being prepared under the Target Olympic 

Podium Scheme (TOPS). Keeping in mind the need for international training, 

some players have received assistance ranging from Rs 2.5 crore to Rs 7 

crore. 

• More than one thousand Khelo India District Centers are being set up 

across the country, out of which more than 750 centers have been 

completed. Geo-tagging of all sports grounds across the country is also being 

done so that players do not have any problem in taking training. 



• He informed that the government has created a sports university in 

Manipur for the youth of the Northeast and another sports university is also 

being constructed in Meerut, (Uttar Pradesh). 

 

Uttar Pradesh government will give Uttar Pradesh Gaurav 

Samman of Rs 11 lakh 

• On January 22, 2023, Uttar Pradesh Government Secretary Raghunath 

Prasad Verma said that on the lines of the Yash Bharti 

Award of the Samajwadi Party government of the state, 

now the state government will also award 'Uttar 

Pradesh Gaurav Samman' to the personalities who 

have brought glory to the state in the country and 

abroad. 

• Administrative and financial approval of Rs. 50 lakh 

was issued for this new honor scheme on behalf of 

Raghunath Prasad Verma, Deputy Secretary of The 

Uttar Pradesh Government. 

• Under this scheme, four personalities will be honored with an amount of 

Rs. 11 lakh each respectively. 

• Significantly, the Uttar Pradesh government had stopped the Yash Bharti 

award two years ago. Under the Yash Bharti Award, Rs. 11 lakh was given to 

such personalities, who have brought glory to the state in the country and 

abroad. Instead, the Ministry of Culture has now started the Uttar Pradesh 

Gaurav Samman. 

• He said that at the launch ceremony of Uttar Pradesh Day on January 24, 

the Chief Minister can honor four personalities while launching this new 

award scheme. 

• According to the government order issued for the Uttar Pradesh Gaurav 

Samman Yojana, such eminent dignitaries of Uttar Pradesh have been 

associated with various disciplines and fields such as art and culture, 

agriculture, entrepreneurship, skill development, science and technology, 

literature, education, sports, social service, etc. He established new 

dimensions of excellence through individual efforts in environment, women 

empowerment, rural development etc. Apart from this, those who have 



achieved pride at the national and international level through these new 

excellent dimensions will be honored with Uttar Pradesh Gaurav Samman. 

• The nominee for this honour must be a native of Uttar Pradesh. Such 

national and internationally renowned dignitaries of various disciplines, 

fields of work, who have achieved the best achievement on the basis of their 

talent and long spiritual practice, who have made Uttar Pradesh proud in the 

country and abroad. 

• Any other national or state award or honor recipients of any previous 

national or state award or honor from the State Government or the Central 

Government shall not be placed within the eligibility limits of this honor 

scheme. 

• Under the scheme, nominations will be received from the DM on the format 

prescribed by the Director of Culture every year. Apart from this, 

nominations related to other fields and disciplines can also be obtained 

through the concerned Departmental Secretary/Principal Secretary and 

from recognized music, dance, drama, film and media educational and 

performance institutions and other sources. Each department can propose 

the name by constituting a selection committee at its own level. 

 

10th Century Idols Found in Kalinjar Fort 

• On January 23, 2023, Arvind Chhirauliya, director of Uttar Pradesh Social 

Organization Kalinjar Research Institute, said that ancient idols of 

Shivalinga, Ganesh, Lord Vishnu, Mother Lakshmi and 

many gods and goddesses have been found from the 

wall of Koti Tirtha Sarovar of historic Kalinjar Fort in 

Banda district of the state. 

• Arvind Chhirauliya said that there are many small 

and big lakes and ponds in Kalinjar Fort. One of them 

is Koti Tirtha Sarovar, where sculptures and artifacts 

made of stones have been found, which date back to 

the ninth and tenth centuries. 

• He said that there are carvings of gods and goddesses on some stones. It 

also has idols of Lord Vishnu, Ganesh, Lakshmi ji, Parvati ji with a happy 

posture. Except for The Shivalinga, most of the idols are fragmented. 



• Vivek Shukla, a social worker who knows the history of Kalinjar Fort, said 

that in 1986, a road was being built to go to Fort. Even then, during the 

excavation, the idols came out in a similar way. He was preserved by the 

Archeological Department and kept in The Raja Aman Singh Palace. 

• Sources associated with the fort say that then statues and cannon shells 

ranging from 282 KF number 305 were found. They were taken under the 

protection of the Archaeological Department. Apart from this, in 1960, the 

Archaeological Survey of India took Kalinjar Fort under its protection. 

• It is known that Kalinjar is a very ancient fort, where the rule has been from 

the Gupta period to the Bundels. Here in the past also such statues have been 

found during construction work. 

• It is known that Theertha Sarovar is the most beautiful and mythological 

site of Kalinjar Fort. The entire fort is under the Archaeological Department 

of India. It is being rebuilt by saving statues and artifacts from the wall of the 

lake. There are statues and artifacts of gods and goddesses on the ancient 

walls around the lake. 

• Arvind Chhirauliya, associated with Kalinjar history, said that the sixth 

ruler to rule India was known as Aurangzeb Alamgir. He ruled between the 

15thand 16th centuries, calling it the idol Bhanjak. He used to break the idols 

of Hindu religion. 

• Between 1812 and 1947, during the British rule, the work of destroying 

memories related to Hinduism was also done. The Court Tirtha Sarovar is 

quite ancient, but the walls around it were built by the British. Then these 

idols were also buried behind the wall, so that Sanatan Dharma and 

Hinduism could not be awakened. 

• Pandit Shankar Pratap Mishra, Rajpurohit of Kalinjar Fort Neelkanth 

temple, said that water of all the pilgrims has been found in Koti Tirtha 

Sarovar. In such a situation, by offering water to Lord Neelkanth sitting here 

with the water of this lake, one gets the virtue of donating one thousand 

cows. Especially on Kartik Purnima, Jalabhishek is considered more fruitful. 

 

Padma Vibhushan to Mulayam Singh Yadav while even other 

Personalities of the State were Selected for Padma Shri 



• On January 25, 2023, the President announced the country's highest 

civilian awards 'Padma Awards' for the year 2023 on the eve of Republic Day. 

Of these, Mulayam Singh Yadav from Uttar Pradesh has been selected for the 

Padma Vibhushan, while seven other personalities 

from the state have been selected for the Padma 

Shri award. 

• The President has approved the conferment of 

106 Padma Awards including three dual cases (in a 

dual case, the award is counted as one) for the year 

2023. 

• The list includes 6 Padma Vibhushan, 9 Padma 

Bhushan and 91 Padma Shri awardees. The list of 

awardees includes 19 women and 2 persons from 

the category of Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and 7 posthumous awardees. 

• Samajwadi Party founder and former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 

Mulayam Singh Yadav has been posthumously selected for the Padma 

Vibhushan award for exceptional and distinguished service in civil affairs. 

• The seven personalities from Uttar Pradesh selected for the Padma Shri 

award are Radha Charan Gupta, Dilshad Hussain, Arvind Kumar, Manoranjan 

Sahu, Ritwik Sanyal, Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari and Uma Shankar Pandey. 

• Radha Charan Gupta and Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari have been selected for 

Padma Shri award for distinguished service in the field of literature and 

education, Dilshad Hussain and Ritwik Sanyal in the field of art, Arvind 

Kumar in the field of science and engineering, Manoranjan Sahu in the field 

of medicine and Uma Shankar Pandey for distinguished service in the field 

of social work. 

• Significantly, Padma awards are among the highest civilian awards of the 

country. The Padma awards are given in three categories- Padma Vibhushan, 

Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. The awards are announced on Republic 

Day every year. 

• The awards, social work public affairs science and engineering are given in 

the fields of various disciplines trade and industry, medicine, literature and 

education, sports, civil service etc/activities such as art. 



• 'Padma Vibhushan' is awarded for exceptional and distinguished service, 

'Padma Bhushan' for distinguished service of high order and 'Padma Shri' for 

distinguished service in any field. 

• These awards are presented by the President of India in ceremonial 

ceremonies which are usually held at Rashtrapati Bhavan around 

March/April every year. 

 

Uttar Pradesh Became the State with Maximum Electricity 

Connections in the Country 

• On 27 January 2023, Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation Chairman M. Devraj 

said that with the issuance of 1.47 crore new 

electricity connections in just eight years, Uttar 

Pradesh has become the state with the highest 

electricity consumers in the country. Uttar 

Pradesh is followed by Maharashtra at number 

two and Tamil Nadu at number three. 

• The number of domestic consumers in Uttar 

Pradesh is 2.74 crore, about 2.40 crore in 

Maharashtra and about 2.20 crore in Tamil Nadu. 

The total number of consumers in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu is said to be 

around three crores, which is 23 to 25 lakhs less than Uttar Pradesh. 

• Power Corporation Chairman M. Devraj said that in the last eight years, 

more than 1.8 crore families of the state have come out of Dhibri and Lantern 

era. A record of new electricity connections has also been made in the state 

during this period. 

• It is known that till the year 2014, there were a total of about 1.42 crore 

consumers, electricity reached the homes of the year 2014 and November 

2022 in the state, while between 1.8 crore new consumers in the state. Along 

with electricity, fans, coolers, Acs's refrigerators, TVs and other electronic 

devices also reached these families. 

• M. Devraj said that the improvement in the living conditions of the people 

of the state can also be understood that in the year 2014 the maximum 

demand of electricity was recorded at 12327 MW, which reached 26589 MW 

in 2022. If the electricity connections more than doubled, the consumption 

also increased at the same pace. 



• The state government has started a campaign to provide electricity 

connection to every household, as a result of which one crore 47 lakh 90 

thousand new connections have been given since 2017. A major role in this 

was played by giving connections under the 'Saubhagya Yojana'. 

• The Chairman of Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation said that between 2017 

and 2021, 62.18 lakh connections were given in the state under the 

'Saubhagya Yojana'. Government of India Ministry of Energy had also 

awarded Uttar Pradesh for giving more connections in this scheme. 

• He said that the power system is being further improved under the 

'Revamped Scheme' in the state. Work has been started on many schemes 

ranging from power generation to distribution. In the coming days, every 

consumer of the state will get uninterrupted electricity. 

 

Gorakhpur's 'Paniyala' Got GI Tag 

• According to the information received from the media on January 29, 2023, 

Paniyala is also included in the 21 agricultural 

products which have been allowed for GI tag by the 

High-Power Committee of the Government of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

• With the permission of GI tag, the taste of Paniyala 

produced in Lachhipur and nearby villages of 

Gorakhpur will now reach the country and the 

world. The dying Paniyala trees will be preserved, 

Paniyala gardens will be prepared, and people will 

enjoy the sour-sweet taste of its fruit. 

• It is known that Paniyala is like Jamun in shape and color and its taste is 

sour-sweet. 

• According to the e-magazine of Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, it 

cannot be said clearly from where this tree is. There is a possibility that it is 

a fruit found only in Uttar Pradesh. Paniyala's actual produce may have been 

somewhere, but it had many gardens between Lachhipur and Nakaha 

railway station, located in the northern part of Gorakhpur metropolis. 

Earlier the identity of Lachhipur was Paniyala. Paniyala and guava fruits 

were the source of income for the people of this village for a long time. 



• It is noteworthy that Paniyala 60 to is sold from 90 rupees per kg. 

Sometimes it is sold up to Rs 100-150 per kg. One tree earns Rs 4000. 

• Between 2011 and 2018, several research conducted in the Botany 

Department of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University revealed 

that Paniyala is a mine of virtues. According to research, its leaves, bark, 

roots, and fruits have immunity against bacteria. Paniyala is beneficial in 

diseases related to stomach. It has also been used in the treatment of pain in 

teeth and gums, bleeding from them, phlegm, pneumonia, and sore throat 

etc. It is also preserved and kept for a long time. 

• It is known that his research student Niharika Pandey Dwivedi had also 

completed her research on Paniyala under the direction of Prof. VN Pandey, 

teacher of Botany Department of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur 

University. Niharika's research came out in the year 2015, which was highly 

appreciated by the experts. Many beneficial elements were found in Paniyala 

in terms of health. 


