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12. World Diabetes Day is observed around the globe on 
November 14th 
Note: Aim: To raises awareness and provides education 
concerning a disease that affects over 400 million adults 
internationally. The theme for 2023 is 'Access to diabetes 
care' Diabetes is a metabolic disease that causes high 
blood sugar levels. It is also a leading cause of blindness, 
heart disease, and kidney disease. Besides causing severe 
medical issues, the condition also causes millions of 
premature deaths each year. 

13. Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked the celebration of 
‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ at Birsa College, Khunti, 
Jharkhand, on  15th November. 
Note: Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas, also known as Tribal Pride 
Day, is celebrated to honor the birth anniversary of the 
revered tribal freedom fighter, Birsa Munda. 

14. World Philosophy Day 2023 being Celebrates on 16th 
November. 
Note: World Philosophy Day, observed annually on the 
third Thursday of November, stands as a testament to 
the enduring significance of philosophy in the 
development of human thought, cultural enrichment, and 
individual growth. This year World Philosophy Day 
observed on 16th November. 

15. National Press Day, observed every year in India on 16th 
November. 
Note: National Press Day serves as a crucial occasion to 
reflect on the role of the press in a democratic society 
and to appreciate the efforts of journalists in upholding 
journalistic values.Theme “Media in the Era of Artificial 
Intelligence,”. 

16. International Day for Tolerance 2023 Observed every 
year on 16th November. 
Note: It serves as a global platform to champion 
tolerance, respect, and understanding among people of 
diverse backgrounds and cultures.In 2023, the theme is 
“Tolerance: A Path to Peace and Reconciliation,” 
emphasizing the pivotal role of tolerance in building 
peaceful and inclusive societies. 

17. The World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness Week is 
taking place from  November 18 to 24, 2023. 
Note: The theme 'Preventing Antimicrobial Resistance 
Together.' 

18. International Students' Day 2023, observed worldwide 
on 17th November. 
Note: It is a special occasion that acknowledges the 
resilience and contributions of students globally. 

19. National Epilepsy Day 2023 celebrates every year to 
raise awareness about epilepsy and its impact on 
individuals, families, and society November 17 
Note:Epilepsy is a condition where unexpected and 
distressing seizures occur, impacting a person’s control 
over their movements, sounds, and sensations. 

20. World Prematurity Day is annually observed for 
premature infants  -- 17th November. 
Note:Premature birth is a significant global health 
concern, often leading to infant deaths and various 

health complications.The theme for this year is 'Small 
actions, big impact: Immediate skin-to-skin care for 
every baby everywhere.' 

21. The United Nations has designated as the “World Day for 
the Prevention of and Healing from Child Sexual 
Exploitation, Abuse, and Violence -- 18th November. 
Note: This day serves as a global initiative to address the 
pervasive issue of child sexual exploitation, abuse, and 
violence that affects countless young individuals 
worldwide. 

22. The day marks the International Men's Day 2023 --19th 
November. 
Note:This day serves as a global platform to recognize 
and celebrate the positive contributions of men to 
society. Theme: Zero Male Suicide 

23. Women's Entrepreneurship Day is observed annually on 
19th November. 
Note: This day serves as a platform to acknowledge the 
significant contributions of women in the business 
world, foster gender-inclusive entrepreneurship, and 
inspire the next generation of female leaders. 

24. World Television Day, observed globally on 21st 
November 
Note: Television was invented by John Logie Baird in 
1924, and in India.It was introduced on September 15, 
1959, with the help of UNESCO. 

25. World Television Day is globally observed to highlight 
the importance of the visual medium -- 21st November. 
Note: The theme for this year's edition is 'Accessibility'. 
On this day in 1996, the United Nations held the First 
World Television Forum and decided to observe 21st 
November every year as World Television Day. 

26. Guru Tegh Bahadur Singh whose martyrdom day is 
commemorated on 24th November. 
Note: He became the 9th Guru of the Sikhs in 
1665.Gurudwara Sheesh Ganj Sahib is located in Chandni 
Chowk, Delhi. 

27. International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women is celebrated every year on 25th November. 
Note: This year's theme, "UNITE! Invest to prevent 
violence against women and girls", emphasises the need 
to fund prevention strategies proactively to stop gender-
based violence. 

28. India celebrates National Milk Day to commemorate the 
efforts of Dr Verghese Kurien. 
Note: Dr. Kurien was the father of the White Revolution 
in India and introduced ‘Operation Flood,’ under which 
dairy production was industrialized to improve milk 
production in the country. The theme for National Milk 
Day is flexible and is a part of the broader concept of 
stressing the general importance of consuming milk. 

29. Constitution Day is celebrated every year in India -- 26th 
November. 
Note: The constitution of India was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly on 26th November 1949, and it 
came into effect on 26th January 1950. 
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9. U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak appointed former 
Minister David Cameron as Foreign Secretary.  
Note: He replaced Braverman as the interior minister. 
He was given the mandate to change and modernise the 
Conservative Party and was elected its leader in 
December 2005, following the party’s weak electoral 
performance. Cameron became Prime Minister, making 
him the youngest UK PM in 198 years at the age of 43. 

10. Amit S Telang  appointed as Indian envoy to the 
Caribbean Community. 
Note:The Ministry of External Affairs has announced that 
Amit S Telang has been concurrently accredited as the 
Indian Ambassador to the Caribbean Community and 
High Commissioner to the Federation of St Kitts and 
Nevis and Antigua and Barbuda.Joint Secretary in the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Anil Kumar Rai has been 
appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  

11. US President Joe Biden appointed Shakuntala Bhaya to 
the Administrative Conference of US. 
Note: Joe Biden has appointed Indian American 
Shakuntla L Bhaya to serve in a key role.Bhaya was 
appointed as a member of the Council of the 
Administrative Conference of the United States. It is 
among the several new appointments announced by 
Biden. 

12. Argentina elected right-wing libertarian Javier Milei as 
its new  President. 
Note: Milei is pledging economic shock therapy. His 
plans include shutting the central bank, ditching the 
peso, and slashing spending, potentially painful reforms 
that resonated with voters angry at the economic 
malaise.Milei has been particularly popular among the 
young, who have grown up seeing their country lurch 
from one crisis to another. 

13. Luc Frieden has officially been sworn in as Luxembourg 
prime minister. 
Note: Frieden’s CSV party won 21 seats and Bettel’s DP 
took 14 seats in the Chamber of Deputies (out of 60 MPs) 
during the national elections in October. 

14. Comptroller and Auditor General of India Girish 
Chandra Murmu has been elected vice-chair of the UN 
Panel of External Auditors. 
Note: This recognition underscores India’s commitment 
to the highest standards of external audit and its active 
participation in shaping the global audit 
landscape.Murmu participated in the sixty-third session 
of the Panel of External Auditors, held at the UN 
headquarters in New York from 20-21 November 2023. 

15. Bandhan Bank's board appointed the Managing Director 
& Chief Executive Officer (MD&CEO) Chandra Shekhar 
Ghosh for a period of three years.  
Note: Ghosh has more than three decades of experience 
in microfinance, banking, and development.On October 
18, Bandhan Bank reported a net profit of Rs 721.20 
crore in the July–September quarter of the current 
financial year, up 244 percent YoY, from Rs 209.3 crore 
in the corresponding period last year 

16. Mahindra Group's CEO Anish Shah has been appointed 
as the President-elect of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 
Note: Shah will succeed Subhrakant Panda, who is the 
Managing Director of Indian Metals & Ferro Alloys Ltd. 
He is also the Managing Director of M&M, the parent 
company of the Mahindra Group.The Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry is a non-
governmental trade association and advocacy group 
based in India. 

17. Fino Payments Bank has appointment Rajat Kumar Jain 
as Part-time Chairman of the Bank. 
Note: Fino started operations in 2017, receiving an RBI 
license two years earlier.The appointment comes at a 
time when the payments bank is charting out its digital 
growth plans and targets for the next phase, Fino 2.0. 

18. Sri LankanTourism Minister Harin Fernando was also 
sworn in as the Minister of Youth Affairs. 
Note: He replaced sacked Minister Roshan 
Ranasinghe.Meanwhile, Pavithra Wanniarachchi was 
sworn in as the Minister of Irrigation. 

19. HDFC Bank appoints former NABARD chairman as 
director Harsh Kumar Bhanwala as Chairman. 
Note: Board also approved the appointment of V 
Srinivasa Rangan, chief financial officer of erstwhile 
Housing Development Finance Corporation Ltd, as 
executive director for three years with effect from 
November 23, 2023.Currently, Non-Executive Chairman 
of MCX, Bhanwala also serves as the Director on the 
boards of IIM Rohtak and Bayer Crop Science Ltd. 

20. Christopher Luxon has been sworn in as New Zealand’s 
prime minister. 
Note: The swearing-in ceremony was presided over by 
Governor-General Cindy Kiro. Luxon leads a conservative 
coalition after his National Party struck a deal on Friday 
with two smaller parties following a general election last 
month. Under the coalition agreement, Luxon has 
promised to deliver tax cuts and less government 
bureaucracy, including a 6.5% cut to the public service. 

 
 

                                                                                   Important News – International 
 

1. UM of Education Dharmendra and UAE signed an MoU to 
strengthen existing educational cooperation between the 
two countries.  

Note: Aim: To facilitate student and faculty mobility, 
joint research programmes, and educational exhibitions 
in areas of mutual interest held in both countries. UAE 
being a global economic hotspot and India being a global 
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31. Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended the ‘Mirabai 
Janmotsav’ celebrations in Mathura. 
Note: During the festival, PM Modi will participate in 
cultural programmes and release a stamp and a coin in 
honour of Mirabai. The event would mark year-long 
programmes that are being planned in the memory of 
Mirabai. 

32. Directorate General of Civil Aviation imposed a 
penalty of ten lakh Rupees on Air India for non-
compliance of regulations. 
Note: DGCA carried out inspections at Delhi, Kochi and 
Bangalore Airports of Scheduled Domestic Operators in 
the months of May and September this year. 

33. Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurated the Global Professional 
Accountants Convention at Mahatma Mandir in 
Gandhinagar. 
Note: More than 4000 delegates from over 25 countries 
will take part in the three-day event and discuss various 
aspects to shape the future of the accountancy profession 
at the global level.Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Piyush Goyal and ICAI President, Aniket Sunil Talati will 
also be present at the inaugural session. 

34. Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the 8th Edition of the 
India Water Impact Summit (IWIS) in New Delhi. 
Note: The theme of IWIS 2023 is 'Development vis-à-vis 
Land, Water and Rivers,'.The summit, organized by the 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Center 
for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies 
(cGanga). 

35. Central Council for Research in Ayurveda Sciences 
(CCRAS) launched the Ayurveda Gyan Naipunya 
Initiative (AGNI) for physicians practising in the field of 
Ayurveda in New Delhi.  
Note: The initiative aims to promote research for 
mainstreaming pragmatic Ayurveda practices through 
scientific validation and evidence-based appraisal. The 
initiative also aims to undertake research for 
mainstreaming pragmatic practices through scientific 
validation and evidence-based appraisal. 

36. Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and 
Dairy Shri Parshottam Rupala presented the National 
Gopal Ratna Awards on November 26, 2023. 
Note: The National Gopal Ratna Award is one of the 
highest national honours in the livestock and dairy 
industries.It is given to recognise and promote all those 
engaged in this field, such as farmers growing indigenous 
animals, AI technicians, and dairy cooperative 
societies/milk producer companies/dairy farmers 
producers organisations. 

37. The Narendra Modi government has decided to rename 
the Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wellness Centres as 
Ayushman Arogya Mandir’. 

Note: Union Health Ministry asking all states and Union 
Territories to implement the rebranding exercise by the 
end of 2023.The Centre has also coined the tagline 
‘Arogyam Paramam Dhanam’, a Sanskrit phrase that 
translates to ‘health is the ultimate wealth’. While 
‘Arogyam’ means health, ‘Paramam’ means ultimate and 
‘Dhanam’ means wealth. 

38. President Droupadi Murmu  unveiled a statue of Dr BR 
Ambedkar on the Supreme Court premises during an 
event to mark Constitution Day.  
Note: Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud and Union 
Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal were present on the 
occasion. The statue of BR Ambedkar, in a lawyer's gown, 
stands 7-feet-tall and is placed on a 3-feet base stand.  
The statue is seen holding a copy of the Constitution. 

39. Asia’s largest open-air annual trade fair Bali Jatra 
inaugurated in Cuttack. 
Note: Asia’s largest open-air annual trade fair, the Bali 
Jatra, commemorating the glorious ancient maritime 
legacy of Odisha, was inaugurated on the banks of the 
Mahanadi River in Cuttack. This year the festival started 
on the occasion of Kartika Purnima and will continue till 
December 4 next month. 

40. Smriti Irani launches National Outreach Programme on 
Anganwadi Protocol for Divyang Children. 
Note: The Protocol embraces a Social Model for 
Divyangjan Inclusive Nutrition Care. It includes 
screening for early disability signs, inclusion in 
community events, and referral support through ASHA 
and ANM teams. The aim of this protocol is to ensure 
overall improvement in children's wellbeing through 
early intervention, specialized support and services for 
infants and young children with disability, and educating 
and supporting families and communities to improve 
divyang children's participation. 

41. Nitin Gadkari Inaugurates ‘Classic Imperial’ Luxury 
Cruise in Kerala. 
Note: This event was a significant milestone in the 
efforts to promote cruise tourism in the region. The 
Union Minister commended the commissioning of the 
vessel, emphasizing the display of professional 
excellence and entrepreneurial skills. 

42. Govt extends Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 
for another five years. 
Note: The Government has extended the Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana (PMGKAY) for another five 
years from 1st of January 2024.Under the scheme, five kg 
of free food grains are being provided per month to over 
81 crores poor in the country and Antyodaya households 
get 35 kg of free food grains per month. 

 
 

                                                                Important News – State 
 



 

15 | P a g e  
 

 

1. Kerala’s Kozhikode was officially designated as a 
Unesco City of Literature.  
Note: This recognition makes Kozhikode the first city in 
India to receive this title. Unesco formally conveyed the 
honour to the Kozhikode Corporation as the city joined 
the ranks of 55 newly selected creative cities. Kozhikode 
Corporation Mayor Beena Philip expressed her 
enthusiasm for achievement, emphasizing that the "City 
of Literature" title is a remarkable acknowledgement of 
the city's. 

2. According to Knight Frank’s Prime Global Cities Index 
2023 Mumbai recorded the fourth highest year-on-year 
growth in prime residential prices among global cities.  
Note: The 6.5 percent increase in prime residential 
prices has moved the city up by 18 places from 22nd 
rank in September 2022. New Delhi and Bengaluru too 
recorded an upward movement in their index rankings. 
NCR moved from 36th rank a year ago to 10th in 
September 2023 with a growth of 4.1 per cent YoY. 

3. The Ministry of Ayush will participate as the partner in 
the World Food India event to be held on 3rd to 5th 
November 2023. 
Note: Ayush start-ups from across the country will 
showcase newly developed Ayush Aahar products. It will 
showcase more than 30 newly developed Ayush 
products. The session will discuss the importance of the 
Ayush diet, the health benefits of the Ayush diet and the 
efforts to make Ayurveda a part of the daily lives of 
common people across the globe.  

4. Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the three-day 
‘India Manufacturing Show’ in Bengaluru 
Note: The central theme of the event is ‘Make in India, 
Make for the World’. The Raksha Mantri described the 
small-scale industries as the backbone of India’s 
economy that contribute immensely to the development 
of the nation. “Small industries are the motor of the 
Indian economy. The faster the motor runs, the quicker 
the vehicle of the economy moves. 

5. Jharkhand approved a Rs 1,485-crore electrification 
scheme and free training for 15 rookie pilots in the 
proposed pilot training academy in Dumka.  
Note: A new scheme, Mukhya Mantri Ujjwal Jharkhand 
Yojana, has been approved by the cabinet and Rs 
1,485.39 crore has been allocated for it. Under the 
scheme, un-electrified rural hamlets and households and 
leftover urban areas will be covered.The government has 
also decided to provide free training to 15 trainee pilots. 

 
6. The crest of the Indian Navy's latest warship will be 

unveiled by Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel at 
'Surat' 
Note: This is the first warship to be named after a city of 
Gujarat and this is also the first time the unveiling of the 
crest of a warship is being undertaken in the very city 
after which it has been named. Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh had launched this indigenously constructed ship, 

which is a guided missile destroyer, in March last year at 
Mumbai. 

7. The First Australia India Education and Skill Council 
(AIESC) meeting is being held at IIT Gandhinagar. 
Note: AIESC is a bi-national body established in 2011 to 
guide the strategic direction of the education and 
research partnerships between the two countries. Aim: 
To provide a platform for academic and skill experts to 
discuss a wide range of mutually agreed priorities, with 
the ultimate aim of shaping the future of education and 
skilling in both our nations.  

8. Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur has 
reportedly developed a potential solution to address the 
problem of air pollution in Delhi and its neighbouring 
regions. 
Note: They propose the use of "artificial rains" through 
cloud seeding to help clear pollutants and dust from the 
air. The premier institute has been working on creating 
the necessary conditions for artificial rains for over five 
years and conducted successful trials in July. 

9. Bharat Botanics announced the opening of its wood-
pressed cold oil processing facility in Gujarat.  
Note: This 16,000 square feet automated facility is one of 
its kind, promoting 100% hygiene and transparency. At 
Bharat Botanics facility, seeds are crushed using 
traditional "Wooden Ghani's" with the cold-pressed 
technique, resulting in natural, chemical-free edible oils 
rich in healthy nutrients, natural flavor, and a 
scintillating aroma 

10. Mundra Port the flagship of APSEZ, has set another 
record by handling 16.1 MMT of cargo in October, the 
highest-ever volume by any port in India.  
Note: It is the largest port in the country with 102 MMT 
of cargo handled on year to date (YTD) basis, a good 9% 
Y-o-Y growth. The port crossed the 100 MMT mark in 
210 days, surpassing the record of 231 days last year. 
Mundra witnessed double-digit growth on a Y-o-Y basis 
for containers (+10%) and liquids and gas (+14%).  

11. Finance Minister  Nirmala Sitharaman launched 12 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Seva Kendras in Gujarat.  
Note: The Union Finance Minister also gave away prizes 
to six customers with a cheque award of Rs 10 lakh to 
those who participated in the Mera Bill Mera Adhikaar 
scheme. The winners uploaded their valid GST bills to 
the app after making a purchase. Aim: To help to 
increase the ease of doing business in the country.  

12. Uttar Pradesh government achieves sixth Guinness 
World Record by lighting 22.23 lakh diyas at 51 ghats of 
Ayodhya on Deepotsav on 11 November 2023. 
Note: The event featured a Shobha Yatra with 18 
tableaux at Ram Katha Park showcasing India’s folk 
culture. Chief Minister Adityanath inaugurated a 3D 
holographic show, projection mapping, and laser show 
based on Ramayana 

13. Kozhikode in Kerala and Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh 
have made it to the prestigious creative cities list of 
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UNESCO for contributions in the fields of literature and 
music respectively. 
Note: On World Cities Day, 55 cities join the UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network (UCCN). New cities were 
acknowledged for their strong commitment to 
harnessing culture and creativity as part of their 
development strategies, and displaying innovative 
practices in human-centred urban planning 

14. As part of this, IBM launched the Innovation Lab, in 
collaboration with AWS, at the IBM Client Experience 
Center in Bengaluru. 
Note: IT major IBM and Amazon Web Services 
announced an expansion of their services to facilitate 
mutual clients operations and derive value from 
generative artificial intelligence (AI). Objective: To 
showcase the full potential of the joint value proposition 
that IBM and AWS offer to our clients from across the 
world.  

15. Uttarakhand is reportedly set to become the first state 
in the country to implement the Uniform Civil Code 
Note: The UCC is a proposal to formulate and implement 
personal laws that will apply uniformly to all citizens 
regardless of their religion, gender, or sexual orientation. 
Aim: To strengthen the social fabric, promote gender 
equality, and help fight economic, social, and religious 
inequalities. The code comes under Article 44 of the 
Constitution. 

16. Meghalaya has launched the ‘Food Security’ Campaign, 
which focuses on sensitizing the public about the 
National Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013 and strives to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goal 2 – ‘Zero Hunger.  
Note: Objective: To create general awareness about food 
security being a right of the citizen and calls upon the 
public at ground zero community level to work together 
towards ‘Zero Hunger’ to meet the needs of the public at 
the bottom of the poverty pyramid. 

17. Assam Govt. has officially given the nod to the merger of 
the Board of Secondary Education and the Assam Higher 
Secondary Education Council. 
Note: The state is now set to establish a singular entity 
overseeing the realms of both Class 10 and Class 12 
education boards in Assam.To develop, regulate, and 
supervise the standards and quality of School Education” 
in the region. Objective: To streamline and enhance the 
overall efficiency of the education system in the state. 

18. Solar-Powered ‘Ramayana’ Vessels to Navigate Saryu 
River in Ayodhya. 
Note: Two solar-powered mini-cruise ships is launched 
on the Saryu River in Ayodhya before the inauguration of 
the Ram Temple in Jan 2023.The service will be provided 
by Alaknanda Cruise, a company based in Varanasi. To 
offer a unique experience to those who wish to explore 
the river and its surroundings in a sustainable and eco-
friendly manner. 

19. Bihar Governor approves Bill raising reservation from 
50% to 65%. 

Note: Bihar Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 
approved the State Government’s ‘Bihar Reservation 
Amendment Bill’ which was passed unanimously by the 
State Legislature.It was approved by the State Cabinet 
raises the reservation quota for Backward, Extremely 
Backward Classes, Sc and St from 50% to 65%. With 10% 
already reserved for Economically Weaker Sections the 
quota limit in Bihar has now been pushed to 75% well 
past the 50% ceiling set by the Supreme Court. 

20. The Northeast Bay of Bengal is currently under the 
influence of a cyclonic storm named Midhili. 
Note: Government authorities in several northeastern 
states have issued alerts following substantial rainfall, 
and the impact of the storm has been felt across various 
areas, affecting not only daily life but also cultural events. 

21. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee announced former BCCI 
president and Indian cricket team captain Sourav 
Ganguly as the new brand ambassador of West Bengal. 
Note: Ganguly would be replacing actor Shah Rukh 
Khan.He is a very popular figure and comes from the 
young generation. I want to inform him as the Bengal 
brand ambassador. Ganguly was present at BGBS’ 
inaugural session at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre 
in the city. 

22. Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma launched 
Meghalaya Water Smart Kid Campaign. 
Note: This initiative is being run under Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM). It aims to educate children about the vital 
importance of water conservation.In an important step 
to generate a sense of responsibility and awareness 
among the young generation regarding water 
conservation. 

23. Nagaland gears up for the 10-day Hornbill festival 
starting December 1. 
Note: The event is held from December 1-10 every year 
at the Naga Heritage Village at Kisama, around 12 km 
from state capital Kohima.This year, Germany, the United 
States and Colombia are the official partner countries of 
the event.Seven tribes from eastern Nagaland will 
participate in the festival after a gap of two years. 

24. The Maharashtra government has decided to name a 
street in Andheri West in honour of actor-director on his 
first death anniversary on November 26 --  Vikram 
Chandrakant Gokhale. 
Note: The street is adjacent to the new headquarters of 
Cine & Television Artistes’ Association (CINTAA) and 
CAWT. Gokhale, who passed away last year aged 77, was 
a past President of CINTAA (2017-2022). 

25. Union Minister Anurag Thakur launched the First-ever 
Khelo India Para Games 2023 logo and mascot Ujjwala 
in New Delhi. 
Note: ‘Ujjwala’- a sparrow, was unveiled as the official 
mascot of Khelo India – Para Games 2023.The little 
sparrow is a symbol of the pride of Delhi and its 
uniqueness portrays determination and empathy. 
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conferred upon Egyptian activist Alaa Abdel-Fattah. He 
also received another accolade, reflecting on the irony of 
being awarded for "disturbing the peace. He pondered 
which side of "the fence" this placed him on. 

10. JSW Infrastructure Bags Award to Develop Greenfield 
Port in Karnataka for Rs 4,119 Crore. 
Note: JSW Infrastructure has received a letter of award 
to develop an all-weather, deep-water, greenfield port at 

Keni Port in Karnataka on a public private partnership 
basis for Rs 4,119 crore. Keni Port is envisaged for 
handling all types of cargoes on the west coast to serve 

the industries in the area covering Bellary, Hosapete, 
Hubballi, Kalaburagi, and South Maharashtra. 

11. Pedro Sanchez re-elected as Spanish Prime Minister. 
Note: In Spain, Socialist leader Pedro Sánchez has 
clinched the vote in parliament to lead the country for 
another term as prime minister. He won an absolute 
majority in the investiture vote, securing the support of 
179 members of Spain’s 350 Member Parliament. 

12. Sheynis Palacios won the Miss Universe crown at the 
72nd edition of the fashion pageant. 
Note: The show took place in San Salvador, El Salvador 
at Jose Adolfo Pineda Arena on November 19.Sheynis 
was also crowned as Miss Nicaragua 2023 earlier this 
year and has a strong social media presence. For the 
finale of Miss Universe 2023, Sheynin was seen wearing 
a stunning embellished body-hugging gown.  

13. Deepti Babuta has become the first woman to bag the 
Dhahan Prize. 
Note: This is for the first time in its 10-year history that 
the top prize has gone to a woman.Alongside her, two 
other finalists -- Lahore-based Jameel Ahmad Paul and 
Mohali’s Balijit were awarded $10,000 CAD each. 

14. Tamil writer’s novel ‘Fire Bird’, translated into English 
by Janani Kannan, won the 2023 JCB Prize for Literature  
in New Delhi -- Perumal Murugan. 
Note: The book was published by Penguin Random 
House India. “In ‘Fire Bird’, Murugan takes a universal 
story of lives that are tied to land and tells it with 
astonishing particularity. Janani Kannan’s translation 
carries into English the rhythms not only of Tamil but of 
an entire way of being in the world.” 

15. Ishwak Singh won the Best Actor award at the Stars 
Asian International Film Festival (SAIFF) for his 
performance in the film 'Berlin’. 
Note:The film “Berlin” has not only gained acclaim for 
Ishwak Singh’s outstanding portrayal but has also 
enjoyed successful screenings at several film festivals. 

16. The Saffron of the mountainous has been given the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical 
Indications Registry -- Kishtwar district . 
Note: The spice is grown in some parts of the Kishtwar 
region of Jammu, along with parts of Kashmir. The 
legendary most expensive harvest of saffron, popularly 
known as Kumkum, is also a key cash crop in Jammu's 
isolated mountainous district of Kishtwar.  

17. NHPC. has won the prestigious ‘The Economic Times HR 
World Exceptional Employee Experience Award in the 
‘Large Scale Enterprise’ category. 
Note: The award was presented at a ceremony organized 
by ET HR World in Bengaluru.The award has been 
presented to NHPC in recognition of its wide range of 
employee centric human resource initiatives which are 
not limited to employees only but also extended to their 
families. 

18. Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways of India, 
inaugurated the 8th Edition of the India Water Impact 
Summit (IWIS) in New Delhi. 
Note: The summit, organized by the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga (NMCG) and the Center for Ganga River 
Basin Management and Studies (Ganga), spans three 
days from November 22 to 24, 2023.The theme of IWIS 
2023 is 'Development vis-à-vis Land, Water and Rivers,'. 

19. Union minister Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the city’s 
second floating compressed natural gas (CNG) mobile 
refueling unit (MRU) station at Ravidas Ghat, Varanasi. 
Note: Earlier, Namo Ghat had a floating station for filling 
CNG in oats. CNG boats not only reduce pollution but also 
lead to savings as it is more efficient.The decision to set-
up this floating CNG station is a testament to our belief in 
the transformative power of clean energy. 

20. Irish writer Paul Lynch has won the prestigious Booker 
Prize for fiction for his fifth novel, "Prophet Song.". 
Note: The dystopian novel is about a woman's struggle 
to protect her family as Ireland collapses into 
totalitarianism in the near future. A civil war in Ireland 
then forces families to flee the country.Paul Lynch, 46, 
spent four years writing the book and was brought to the 
thought by the long years of the civil war in Syria and the 
"West's indifference. 

21. Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended the World 
Climate Action Summit (WCAS) in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 
Note: Mr. Modi will be present from November 30 to 
December 1 as part of WCAS proceedings.Summit is a 
‘high-level’ segment of the 28th UN Climate Change 
Conference, being held under the presidency of UAE. 

22. Hollywood star Michael Douglas received the Satyajit 
Ray Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence in 
Cinema at the 54th IFFI in Goa. 
Note: The 10-day film gala concluded with Germany's 
“Endless Borders " winning the coveted Golden Peacock 
Award for the best film.Deepak Kumar Mishra-directed 
show "Panchayat" season two bagged the best OTT 
series award, which was introduced for the first time. 

23. Odisha pavilion has bagged a gold medal in the 42nd 
IITF in New Delhi. 
Note:The pavilion, with 24 stalls including handloom 
outlets and government departments, promoted the rich 
cultural heritage, handicrafts and handloom of Odisha.As 
many as 28 states and 8 Union Territories participated 
along with corporations from India and outside countries 
including Afghanistan, Vietnam, Tunisia, Kyrgyzstan, 
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changer in our quest to improve para-sports in our 
country and in identifying and aiding talented specially 
abled athletes. 

24. Indian cueist Pankaj Advani win the IBSF World 
Billiards Championship title 2023. 
Note: Trailing 26-180 in the first hour, Advani rallied to 
defeat the 2018 world champion Kothari 1000–416 in a 
rematch of last year's title clash in Kuala Lumpur. 

25. The International Cricket Council (ICC) has implemented 
a ban on cricketers from participating in international 
women’s cricket at the highest level -- Transgender. 
Note: This decision has raised discussions around 
inclusivity, athlete rights and the impact of the ban on 
transgender individuals. The move is said to be in 
alignment with the International Olympic Committee’s 
(IOC) guidelines, considering cricket’s inclusion in the 
2008 Olympics. 

26. Max Verstappen won the Las Vegas Grand Prix 2023. 
Note: Max Verstappen emerged on top at the end of an 
action-packed Las Vegas Grand Prix, beating Ferrari rival 
Charles Leclerc and Red Bull teammate Sergio Perez. 

27. Former West Indies batter Marlon Samuels was handed 
a six-year ban from all forms of cricket by the ICC. 
Note: Samuels, who had an illustrious international 
cricket career playing 71 Tests, 207 ODIs, and 67 T20Is, 
faced charges related to his participation in the Abu 
Dhabi T10 league in 2019. The Emirates Cricket Board’s 
anti-corruption code was violated on four counts, leading 
to charges by the ICC in September 2021. 

28. Pakistan all-rounder Imad Wasim has retired from 
international cricket with immediate effect. 
Note: Imad Wasim has played 55 ODIs and 66 T20Is for 
Pakistan, and was part of the men's Champions Trophy-
winning side in 2017. 

29. Shubman Gil has been appointed captain of Gujarat 
Titans. 
Note: He takes over from Hardik Pandya, who was 
traded to Mumbai Indians.The 2024 season of the IPL 
will be Gill's first leadership assignment in senior cricket. 
Gujarat Titans is a professional franchise cricket team 
based in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. 

30. Former Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) captain Gautam 
Gambhir has been named as the mentor of the franchise 
for the upcoming IPL season.  
Note: Gambhir had a successful stint with KKR from 
2011-17, leading the team to title victories in 2012 and 
2014. He will work with KKR’s head coach Chandrakant 
Pandit. 

31. Veteran cueist Vidya Pillai clinched the IBSF 6-Red 
Snooker World Championship title in Doha, Qatar. 
Note: Vidya dominated her opponents throughout the 
championship, with a standout victory of 4-1 against 
compatriot Anupama Ramachandran in the title clash. 

32. Namibia qualified for the men’s T20 World Cup 2024. 
Note: According to ICC, Courtesy 10 points and a net run 
rate of +2.643 that assured them a top-two finish on the 
Africa region qualifiers points table. The T20 World Cup 
will be played in the West Indies and the USA from 4 
June to 30 June 2024 

33. Uganda qualifies for ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024. 
Note: Uganda becoming only the fifth African nation to 
feature in the history of the competition.This will be 
Uganda’s first-ever appearance in an ICC World Cup 
event. With five wins from their six games, Uganda has 
ensured a top-two finish in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
Africa Region Qualifier and booked it's tickets for the 
T20 World Cup 2024 in the West Indies and USA. 

 
Book and Author  

 
1. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu released a book on the snakes 

found in Himachal Pradesh. 
Note: The book, titled ‘Snakes of Himachal Pradesh’, was 
compiled and edited by the principals of the State 
Institute of Health and Family Welfare, Omesh Kumar 
Bharti and DD Bisht. The book contains photographs of 
snakes at different locations in Himachal Pradesh, which 
have been documented and identified by a team of 
researchers led by Anita Malhotra. 

2. Prasoon Joshi launced Dr. Hema Joshi’s Book ‘Do Palkon 
Ki Chhavn Main’. 
Note: Hema Joshi is a former professor of English 
literature at Allahabad University. Her book is reportedly 
based on the fictional account of her own life and also 
narrates her love for two Indian cities — Almora, where 
she was born and Prayagraj. 

3. A book, Thread by Thread, on the life of Shambhu Kumar 
or 'the' S Kumar has been released by Kapil Dev.  
Note: Kapil Dev has been a brand ambassador for 
S.Kumars for their tv and print campaigns in the 80s and 
2000s. The book has been written by noted journalist 
and author Sathya Saran and published by Penguin 
Random House. 

4. Pranab Mukherjee's daughter pens his biography  --
'Pranab, My Father: A Daughter Remembers'. 
Note: The book, titled 'Pranab, My Father: A Daughter 
Remembers', is being brought out by Rupa 
Publications.The book is also a mirror to the father-
daughter relationship between Pranab Mukherjee and 
Sharmishtha. 

 
Science and Defence 
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1. India and Singapore decided to further boost interaction 
between their armed forces as well as cooperation in 
military technologies and industries.  

Note: The two countries have also inked an 
implementing agreement on submarine rescue support 

between their navies. India is fortunate to have a defence 
partner like Singapore.The interaction will benefit both 
countries on many bilateral issues that are being 
pursued to further strengthen our special relationship. 

2. The Number 4 Squadron (Oorials) of the Indian Air Force 

(IAF) based at Air Force Station Uttarlai (Barmer) is 
converting from the MiG-21 to the Su-30 MKI. 

Note: The MiG-21 was the first supersonic fighter in 
service of the IAF and was inducted in 1963. The 
conversion of this squadron to Su-30 MKI implies that 
the IAF now operates only two squadrons of the MiG-21. 
The IAF remains committed to phasing out the MiG-21 
aircraft by the year 2025. 

3. In a significant development, India has given the Letter of 

Request to the French government for the procurement 
of 26 Rafale Marine fighter aircraft  
Note: As per the proposal, the Indian Navy will get 22 
single-seated Rafale Marine aircraft along with four 
trainer aircraft. The aircraft carriers INS Vikramaditya 

and Vikrant have been operating the MiG-29s and need 
the Rafales for operations on both carriers. 

4. The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation 

Centre has approved Aligarh Muslim University's 
proposal for the development of the varsity’s first 

satellite, to be named after its founder Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan.   
Note: The SS AMU SAT is a nano satellite project which 
began in November 2021 under AMU Robo Club.It is a 3U 
CubeSat with multiple objectives, including the study of 

economic growth in India's poorest districts using 
satellite imagery. 

 
5. Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, 

Sarbananda Sonowal will launch the domestic sailing of 
the first International Cruise Liner ‘COSTA SERENA’ in 
India at Mumbai 
Note: Costa Cruises is expected to carry approximately 
45,000 passengers in its next 2 months voyages. Such 

cruise initiatives are part of ‘Dekho Apna Desh’, launched 
on Prime Minister's appeal to the middle class to prefer 
domestic tourism over international. 

6. The 33rd edition of annual International Maritime 
Boundary Line meeting between the representatives of 

Navies and Coast Guards of India and Sri Lanka was held 
at the Maritime Boundary Line off Point Calimere at Palk 
Bay.  

Note: Aim: To discuss maritime security in the Palk Bay 
and Gulf of Mannar region, safety of fishermen, measures 
to curtail trafficking of contraband, among other issues. 

 
7. The induction of the Heron Mark-2 drones along with the 

planned induction of the Hermes-900 drones is set to 
boost the surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities of 

the Indian Army.  
Note: Aim: To boost the reconnaissance and surveillance 
capability of the Indian Army also their teaming with 
combat helicopters, which will India is also expected to 
receive 31 General Atomics MQ-9B Sky Guardian drones 

for the Army and IAF. 
8. Border forces of India and Nepal have expressed their 

commitment to strengthen bilateral security efforts by 
focussing on curbing trans-border crimes, smuggling of 
arms and ammunition, and combating human trafficking.  

Note: Aim: To facilitate the movement of citizens from 
both nations, particularly during festive seasons.  The 

decision was taken in the seventh annual Coordination 
Meeting between Sashastra Seema Bal of India and 

Armed Police Force of Nepal in New Delhi. 
9. The fourth edition of bilateral exercise between Indian 

Navy and Bangladesh Navy, BONGOSAGAR-23, and the 
fifth edition of Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) by the two 
navies were conducted in the Northern Bay of Bengal.  
Note: Indian Navy Ships Kuthar, Kiltan and Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft (MPA) Dornier took part in the 
exercise.Bangladesh Navy Ships Abu Bakr, Abu Ubaidah 

and MPA also took part in the exercise. 
10. In a strategic move as part of the Indian Navy’s mission-

based deployment to West Africa and the Atlantic, INS 
Sumedha ship conducted a port call at Walvis Bay, 
Namibia, from November 10-13, 2023. 
Note: Aim: To bolster maritime security, foster warm 
relations with Namibia, and demonstrate solidarity with 

its allies. Objective: To facilitate professional 
interactions, cross-deck visits, and social engagements 

with the Namibian Navy 
11. India's indigenously developed aircraft Tejas stole the 

spotlight at the Dubai Airshow, showcasing its 
exceptional performance capabilities. 
Note: It is a single-seat, single-jet engine, multi-role light 

fighter, that wowed spectators with precision during a 
series of thrilling aerobatic maneuvers. The Dubai 
Airshow provided a platform for Indian defense 
manufacturers to showcase the Tejas as a cost-effective 
and reliable option for countries seeking advanced 
fighter aircraft. 

12. SpaceX launches its 29th cargo mission to the  
International Space Station 
Note: SpaceX’s next robotic cargo mission to the 

International Space Station CRS-29 has been take off. The 
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mission is set to launch on a Falcon 9 from Launch 
Complex 39A at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida 
.The CRS-29 mission carries crucial scientific 

experiments and technology demonstrations, including 
optical communications equipment and instruments for 

measuring atmospheric waves  
13. The ninth edition of India and srilanka Joint Military 

exercise “Exercise MITRA SHAKTI-2023” held in Pune. 
Note: The exercise is being conducted from 16th to 29th 
November 2023. Jointly rehearse conduct of Sub 

Conventional operations under Chapter VII of United 
Nations Charter. The Scope of the exercise includes 

synergising joint responses during counter-terrorist 
operations 

14. Indian Navy Launches 4th Anti-Submarine Warfare Craft, 
named ‘Amini’. 
Note: 'Amini', the fourth in a series of eight Anti-
Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW-SWC) 
projects built for the Indian Navy, was launched at 

Kattupalli in Tamil Nadu. The ship has been named 
'Amini' to signify the strategic maritime importance 
accorded to the island of Amini at Lakshadweep, located 
about 400 km west of Kochi. 

15. The 14th edition of the Indo-US Joint Special Forces 

exercise, "VAJRA PRAHAR 2023," kicked off at the Joint 
Training Node in Meghalaya. 
Note: "VAJRA PRAHAR" has grown into a vital platform 

for the exchange of ideas and best practices between the 
Special Forces of both nations. It serves as a mechanism 

to enhance interoperability and strengthen defence 
cooperation between the armies of India and the United 
States of America. 

16. The 17th edition of joint military exercise 'Surya Kiran' 
between India and Nepal started in Uttarakhand. 

Note: The annual exercise, which is conducted 
alternately in the two countries, will conclude on 
December 7, 2023."Exercise Surya Kiran signifies the 
strong bonds of friendship, trust, and common cultural 
linkages that exist between India and Nepal. 

17. India and Sri Lanka joint military exercise (Mitrashkti -
2023) culminated at Southern Command foreign training 

node at  Aundh,Pune. 
Note:The exercise has taught valuable lessons to the 
troops of the participating armies on conducting joint 
operations in support of peace.The conduct of this 
military exercise is also an important step to uphold the 
values of peace, prosperity, international brotherhood, 
and trust which is in line with security and growth for all 

in the Region. 
18. Joint Military Exercise ‘Austrahind’ is being organized in  

Australia. 
Note: The exercise is being conducted in Western 
Australia’s Perth from November 22 to December 6.The 

aim of the exercise is to foster collaborative partnership 
and share best practices between the two nations.The 
Indian Army contingent comprises 60 personnel from a 

battalion of the Gorkha Rifles. 
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