
Difference Between Ethics And 
Morality 

What Is Ethics? 
The set of doctrines weighs human action on the basis of the principles of 
moral philosophy. Ethics is prominent in the professional sphere and 
organizations. The ethics in two different workspaces can share striking and 
remarkable differences. Ethics are not related or associated to any religious 
connotations. Ethics is further segregated into three segments Metaethics, 
Normative Ethics, and Applied Ethics. It is prevalent and consistent that 
advocates the human to take the right decisions. 

Definition Of Morality 
The literal meaning of morality is derived from the word "Mos" meaning 
custom. The concept of morality is associated with the perception of an 
individual, it is not regulated by the norms of the society and the defined 
regulations. It influences individuals to take the right decisions. It has a strong 
association with religious connotations. 

Difference Between Ethics And Morality 
Although ethics and morality are often confused with one another, there are 
certain points highlighting the difference between ethics and morality. The 
prime difference between morality and ethics is, ethics are regulated by 
professional guidelines while morality is associated with the perception of the 
individual. Here's a brief overview of the major ways in which ethics and 
morality differ. The tabular data will help the reader to formulate answers for 
numerous competitive examinations. 



Difference Between Morality And Ethics 
SL. 
No. Ethics Morality 

1 
Aristotle coined the word "ethics," which had its 
origin from the Greek word "Ethos," which means 
character. 

The word morality has been derived from the Latin 
word "Mos," which means custom. 

2 
Professional guidelines and legal rules govern ethics. 
The adherence to ethics is determined within a 
specific time frame and space. 

Morality transcends societal norms and regulations. 
The idea of morality is way more personal though 
defined by society at large. 

3 A prism of communities, industries, and professions 
defines the parameters of ethics. 

Morality is judged and seen from an individual's 
perspective. 

4 
The parameters of ethics are not the same 
everywhere. It differs in different industries and 
professions. 

Only a transformation in the beliefs of an individual 
may change one's morality. 

5 Ethics are obliged since society has decided it to be a 
specific and righteous course of action. 

Morality is developed when a person decides a certain 
thing as the right course of action or decision. 

6 

An ethical person may or may not have a definite set 
of moral principles. In fact, there are chances of an 
individual not exercising any moral values yet being 
ethical at his workplace. 

Sometimes there may emerge a situation when ethics 
are violated since the morality of an individual debars 
him from doing a certain thing or obliging to a certain 
code of conduct. 

7 

Ethics are independent of any religious connotations. 
It is usually associated with various professional 
fields, such as business, law, and medicine among 
others. 

Morality often has strong religious 
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