
Difference between Axis 
and Central Powers 

The table below shows the fundamental difference between axis powers and allied powers. 
Understand the difference based on the population, GDP, type of rulers and their names, etc. 

Serial 
number 

Axis Powers Central Powers 

1. The Axis power was formed 
during World War II (1939-1945). 

The Central power was formed during 
World War I (1914-1918). The power 
could not survive its defeat. 

2. The Axis powers comprised 
Imperialist Japan, Fascist Italy, 
and Nazi Germany. 

The Central powers saw the 
participation of Imperialists in Germany, 
Bulgaria, the Ottoman Empire, and the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
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3. The main faces/leaders behind 
the Axis powers were Germany's 
Adolf Hitler, Italy's Benito 
Mussolini, and the Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito. However, 
Japan's military powers rested in 
the hands of General Tojo Hideki. 

The main leaders in the Central power 
were the German Emperor Wilhelm, the 
Austro-Hungarian Ottoman Empire's 
Sultan Mehmed V, King Franz-Joseph, 
and the Bulgarian Tsar Ferdinand V. 

4. The Axis powers wanted 
immense territorial expansion, 
which came at the expense of 
their immediate neighbors. They 
further wanted to safeguard their 
territories from the expansion of 
communism. 

Although the Central powers were 
vested in preserving the hegemony of 
their lands, they wanted an expansion 
of their powers and interests that went 
against other European powers such as 
France and Great Britain. 

5. In 1941, the Axis powers had a 
time of war GDP of $911 billion 
during the WWII peak. 

In 1914, the Central powers had a time 
of war GDP of $383.9 billion. 
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6. The number of inhabitants of the 
Axis powers during the beginning 
of World War II in 1938 was 258.9 
million. 

The number of residents of Central 
powers at the commencement of World 
War I in 1914 was 156.1 million. 

7. The Axis powers overpowered a 
considerable part of central and 
western Europe. Alongside, 
numerous countries and regions 
of southeast Asia were also ruled 
by the Axis powers towards the 
beginning of World War II. 

Although the major initiative of the first 
World War was vested in the hands of 
the Central powers, they did not make 
any particular gain from the war. In fact, 
with the entrance of the United States 
into World War I in 1918, their 
successes were reversed. 

8. The Allies defeated the Axis 
powers. Italy surrendered in 1943, 
Germany in 1945, and Japan in 
1945 after the Hiroshima-
Nagasaki bomb massacre. 

The Central powers called off World 
War I after signing a treaty in 1918. 
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9.  The Axis Powers were largely 
dictatorships except for Imperial 
Japan, ruled by Emperor Hirohito. 

The Central Powers were all 
monarchies with an imperialist agenda 
in mind. 

 
The above were some of the major Difference Between Axis and Central Powers. 
 
Central Powers in World War 1 
The allied nations called the' Central Powers' association of Austria-Hungary, Germany, later 
Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire.  

• Central Power term is obtained from the geographical belonging of Austria-Hungary and 
Germany. 

• The two countries were the earliest members of the wartime alliance.  
• In 1914, the Empire of Ottoman bound the hands of the Central Powers. 
• Bulgaria entered the association in October 1915 and became the section's final 

member. 
• The polities in the coalition and the monarchs felt the danger of attacks from the eastern 

side by Russia.  
• So, uniting was assumed to be a safe activity by the ruling authorities as they thought an 

invasion from both sides upon the two countries wouldn't be achievable for Russia. 
• The topography of these nations, along with their position, gives them the title of the 

central powers, which is a powerful strategic upside over the Allied Nations. 
• Transferring the weapons, armies, and basic entities from one location to another 

became more manageable for the Germans and Austro-Hungarians.  
 
Axis Powers in World War 2 
As several nations had grouped themselves into a wartime alliance during World War I, several 
countries joined coalitions in World War II.  

• The Axis and Allied Powers were the two dominant factions during World War II.  
• After the Tripartite agreement got approved in 1940, the Axis powers officially got their 

name.  
• Roughly during this time, the legislative powers in the Axis nations and the individuals 

recognized them as the Axis officially.  
• The word Axis was operated before the battle got publicized in 1936 because Italy and 

Germany had bound hands in an unofficial friendship deal. 
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