
Social Issues Current 
Affairs Part 2



Topics under discussion

1. Hunger

2. State of Education Report

3. Child labour

4. Sex workers’ rights

5. Forest Rights’ Act
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India has slipped to 101st position in the
Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 of 116
countries, from its 2020 position of 94th.



Global Hunger Index
Annual Report: Jointly published by Concern Worldwide and

Welthungerhilfe. It was first produced in 2006. It is published every

October. The 2021 edition marks the 16th edition of the GHI.

Calculation: It is calculated on the basis of four indicators:

Undernourishment, Child Wasting, Child Stunting & Child

Mortality.

Scoring: GHI determines hunger on a 100-point scale where 0 is

the best possible score (no hunger) and 100 is the worst. Each

country’s GHI score is classified by severity, from low to extremely

alarming.

Data Collection: Undernourishment data are provided by

the FAO and child mortality data are sourced from the UN Inter-

agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UN IGME). Child

wasting and stunting data are drawn from the joint database

of UNICEF, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World

Bank, among others.



Global Scenario
Based on current GHI projections, the world as a whole - and
47 countries in particular - will fail to achieve a low level of
hunger by 2030.

Food security is under assault on multiple fronts: Worsening
conflict, weather extremes associated with global climate
change, and the economic and health challenges
associated with the Covid-19 pandemic are all driving
hunger. After decades of decline, the global prevalence of
undernourishment - a component of the Global Hunger Index
- is increasing.

Inequality - between regions, countries, districts, and communities
- is pervasive and, left unchecked, will keep the world from
achieving the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) mandate to
“leave no one behind”. Africa, South of the Sahara and South
Asia are the world regions where hunger levels are
highest. Hunger in both regions is considered serious.





Indian scenario
• Since 2000, India has made substantial progress, but there are still

areas of concern, particularly regarding child nutrition.

India’s GHI score has decreased from a 2000 GHI score of 38.8

points - considered alarming - to a 2021 GHI score of 27.5 -

considered serious.

• The proportion of undernourished in the population and

the under-five child mortality rate are now at relatively low

levels.

• While child stunting has seen a significant decrease - from 54.2%

in 1998-1999 to 34.7% in 2016-2018 - it is still considered very high.

• At 17.3%, India has the highest child wasting rate of all

countries covered in the GHI. This rate is slightly higher than it

was in 1998-1999, when it was 17.1%.

• According to the Index, only 15 countries fare worse than India.

India was also behind most of the neighbouring countries.

Pakistan was placed at 92, Nepal and Bangladesh at 76 and Sri

Lanka at 65.





View taken by Government of India

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development has criticised

the report claiming that the methodology used by FAO

is unscientific. According to the Government, the Global

Hunger Index Report 2021 and FAO report on ‘The State of

Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021’ have

completely ignored the following facts:

• The scientific measurement of undernourishment

would require measurement of weight and Height, whereas

the methodology involved here is based on a Gallup poll,

based on a pure telephonic estimate of the population. The

report completely disregards Government’s massive effort to

ensure food security of the entire population during the

Covid period such as Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna

Yojna (PMGKAY) and Atmanirbhar Bharat Scheme (ANBS).



Government’s initiatives
• Eat Right India Movement: Organised by FSSAI for citizens

to nudge them towards eating right.

• POSHAN Abhiyan: Launched by the Ministry of Women and

Child Development in 2018, it targets to reduce stunting,

undernutrition, anemia (among young children, women

and adolescent girls).

• Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

• Food Fortification: Addition of key vitamins and minerals

such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods

such as rice, milk and salt to improve their nutritional

content.

• National Food Security Act, 2013

• Mission Indradhanush

• Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme.



Practice Question

Despite a series of initiatives by the

Government of India, the issue of hunger

still remains an unresolved issues in India,

as highlighted by the Global Hunger

Index. Identify the reasons behind these

gaps.
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) has recently released

its 2021 State of the Education Report (SOER) for

India: “No Teachers, No Class”.



State of Education Report for India
• It is an annual flagship report of UNESCO New

Delhi. So far, two editions have been released in

the past and this is the third edition of the State of

Education Report.

• The UNESCO analysed two data sets for the

preparation of the report. These are the Unified

District Information System for Education

(UDISE+) 2018-19 round and the Periodic Labour

Force Survey 2018-19.



Findings of the report
• Lack of teachers: The data suggests that the teaching cadre is

generally young, with over 65% of teachers aged less than 44

years. But, in about 15 years, 27% of the current workforce will

need to be replaced. The workforce has a deficit of over 1

million teachers (at current student strength). Apart from that,

almost, 69% of teachers in India are working without job

contracts in private schools.

• Poor student-teacher ratio: The overall number of teachers

(around 9.5 million) looks perfect to maintain a good pupil-

teacher ratio. But there is a segmental disparity. For instance,

the pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) at senior secondary schools is 47:1

as against 26:1 of the overall school system.

• Prevalence of single-teacher institutions: At the national level,

7% of schools are single-teacher schools, the percentage is far

higher in several states. Around 10% to 15% of schools in several

states were single-teacher institutions.





Findings of the report
• Prevalence of under-qualified teachers: 7.7% of teachers in pre-

primary, 4.6% at the primary level and 3.3% upper-primary are under-

qualified.

• Women make half of the teacher workforce: Half of India’s 9.43 million

school teachers are women. In some states and union territories (UTs)

over 70% of teachers are women. These include Chandigarh (82%),

Delhi (74%), Kerala (78%), Punjab (75%) and Tamil Nadu (75%).

• Low retention rates: Overall retention is 74.6% for elementary education

and 59.6% for secondary education in 2019-20.

• Low access to the Internet: Access to the internet in schools is 19% all

over India – only 14% in rural areas compared to 42% in urban areas.

• Technological challenges: The use of technology in education has

exposed a range of issues – lack of devices and Internet bandwidth for

a significant proportion of students, lack of preparedness of teachers in

the use of technology, and lack of resources in Indian languages.





Practice Question

India faces major roadblocks in
providing quality education to its
youth. In this context, shed light on
the significance of the new
education policy.
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What is child labour?
As per ILO, Child labour is defined as work that deprives

children of their childhood, their potential and their dignity,

and that is harmful to their physical and mental development.

It refers to work that is mentally, physically, socially

or morally dangerous and harmful to children. Or the work

schedule that interferes with their ability to attend regular

school or work that affects in any manner their ability to

focus during school or experience healthy childhood.

What is not Child labour? Children or adolescents who

participate in work that does not affect their health and

personal development or interfere with their schooling is not

child labour. Such work includes activities such as helping their

parents at home, assisting family or earning pocket money

outside school hours and on holidays.



Key Findings of the Child Labour: 
Global estimates 2020 report
• Overall gist: The report warns that progress to end child labour

has stalled for the first time in 20 years.

• The number of children in child labour has risen to 160 million

worldwide – an increase of 8.4 million children in the last four

years.

• Covid-19 Impact: Globally, 9 million additional children are at risk

of being pushed into child labour by the end of 2022.

• Age Group: Nearly 28% of children aged 5 to 11 years and 35%

of children aged 12 to 14 years in child labour are out of school.

• Gender: Child labor is more prevalent among boys than girls at

every age. But the gap narrows when household chores

performed for at least 21 hours per week are taken into account.

• Rural vs Urban: The prevalence of child labor in rural areas (14%)

is close to three times higher than in urban areas (5%).



Recommendations of the report
• Adequate social protection for all, including

universal child benefits.

• Increased spending on quality education and

getting all children back into school – including

children who were out of school before COVID-19.

• Promotion of decent work for adults, so families

don’t have to resort to children helping to generate

family income.

• An end to harmful gender norms and discrimination

that influence child labor.

• Investment in child protection systems, agricultural

development, rural public services, infrastructure

and livelihoods.



Child labour in India
• As per Census 2011, the total child

population in India in the age group 5-14
years is 259.6 million.

• Among them, over 10 million (4% of total
child population) are working either as
‘main worker’ or ‘marginal worker’.

• The Census data indicates the
decreased incidence of child labour in
India by 2.6 million between 2001 and
2011.

• Moreover, there is a greater decline in
rural than in urban areas. This is because
an increase in rural-to-urban migration is
driving demand for child workers in
urban areas.



PENCIL portal
• PENCIL Portal stands for Platform for Effective Enforcement

for No Child Labour.

• Purpose: It is an electronic platform that aims at achieving

the target of a child labour free society. For this aim, it

coordinates actions of the Centre, State, District,

Governments, civil society, and the public.

• Nodal Ministry: The portal is administered by the Ministry of

Labour & Employment.

• Components: PENCIL Portal has five components- Child

Tracking System, Complaint Corner, State Government,

National Child Labour Project, and Convergence.

• Significance: The portal has been launched for the effective

implementation of the Child Labour Act and the National

Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme. NCLP aims to eliminate

all forms of child labour and rehabilitate them through

education in Special Training Centres.



Practice Question

Pandemic has made the child labour

problem even worse in India, as indicated

by various reports. In this context, discuss

the problem of child labour the

government’s efforts to curtail the same.



#4



• Recently, in a significant order, Supreme Court has

recognised sex work as a “profession” and observed

that its practitioners are entitled to dignity and equal

protection under law.

• The court invoked its special powers under Article

142 of the Constitution. Article 142 provides

discretionary power to the Supreme Court as it

states that the Supreme Court in the exercise of its

jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such

order as is necessary for doing complete justice in

any cause or matter pending before it.

• In 2020, the National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) recognised sex workers as informal workers.



Highlights of the SC judgment
• Criminal Law: Sex workers are entitled to equal protection of the law and criminal

law must apply equally in all cases, on the basis of ‘age’ and ‘consent’. The police

must refrain from interfering or taking any criminal action. Article 21 declares

that no person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to

procedure established by law. Sex workers should not be “arrested or penalised or

harassed or victimised” whenever there is a raid on any brothel, “since voluntary

sex work is not illegal and only running the brothel is unlawful”.

• Right of Child of a Sex Worker: A child of a sex worker should not be separated

from the mother merely on the ground that she is in the sex trade. In case the sex

worker claims that he/she is her son/daughter, tests can be done to determine if

the claim is correct and if so, the minor should not be forcibly separated.

• Medical Care: Sex workers who are victims of sexual assault should be provided

every facility including immediate medico-legal care.

• Role of Media: Media should take “utmost care not to reveal the identities of sex

workers, during arrest, raid and rescue operations, whether as victims or accused

and not to publish or telecast any photos that would result in disclosure of such

identities.



Related provisions

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act: The legislation

governing sex work in India is the Immoral Traffic

(Prevention) Act. The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in

Women and Children Act was enacted in 1956.

Subsequent amendments were made to the law and

the name of the Act was changed to Immoral Traffic

(Prevention) Act. The legislation penalises acts such as

keeping a brothel, soliciting in a public place, living off

the earnings of sex work and living with or habitually

being in the company of a sex worker.



Justice Verma Commission (2012-13): The Justice

Verma Commission had also acknowledged that

there is a distinction between women who are

trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation and

adult, consenting women who are in sex work of their

own volition.

Budhadev Karmaskar Vs State of West Bengal (2011)

Case: The Supreme Court, in Budhadev Karmaskar v.

State of West Bengal (2011), opined that sex workers

have a right to dignity.



Challenges faced by Sex workers
• Discrimination and Stigmatisation: The rights of sex

workers are non-existent, and those doing such work

face discrimination due to their criminalised status.

• Abuse and Exploitation: Most times, sex workers are

exposed to a slew of abuses that range from physical to

mental attacks. They would face harassment from

clients, their own family members, the community, and

even from people who are supposed to uphold the law.



Way ahead

It is time to recognise sex work as work and assign

morality to their work. Adult men, women and

transgender persons in sex work have the right to

earn through providing sexual services, live with

dignity, and remain free from violence, exploitation,

stigma and discrimination.

Parliament must also take a re-look at the existing

legislation and do away with the ‘victim-rescue-

rehabilitation’ narrative. During these times of crisis

especially, this is all the more important.



Practice Question

Despite various judgments, sex workers are

still to get their rights in India. What are the

lacunas responsible for it?
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Forest Rights Act
• FRA enacted in 2006 recognises the rights of forest-dwelling

tribal communities and other traditional forest dwellers to

forest resources on which these communities were

dependent for a variety of needs, including livelihood,

habitation and other sociocultural needs.

• It recognizes and vest the forest rights and occupation in

Forest land in Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes

(FDST) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD) who have

been residing in such forests for generations.

• It strengthens the conservation regime of the forests while

ensuring livelihood and food security of the FDST and OTFD.

• The Gram Sabha is the authority to initiate the process

for determining the nature and extent of Individual Forest

Rights (IFR) or Community Forest Rights (CFR) or both that may

be given to FDST and OTFD.



Rights under the Act
• Title rights: It gives FDST and OTFD the right to ownership to

land farmed by tribals or forest dwellers subject to a

maximum of 4 hectares. Ownership is only for land that is

actually being cultivated by the concerned family and no

new lands will be granted.

• Use rights: The rights of the dwellers extend to

extracting Minor Forest Produce, grazing areas etc.

• Relief and development rights: To rehabilitate in case of

illegal eviction or forced displacement and to basic

amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection.

• Forest management rights: It includes the right to protect,

regenerate or conserve or manage any community forest

resource which they have been traditionally protecting

and conserving for sustainable use.



Significance
• Constitutional Provision Expansion: It expands the

mandate of the Fifth and the Sixth Schedules of the

Constitution that protect the claims of indigenous

communities over tracts of land or forests they inhabit.

• Security Concerns: The alienation of tribes was one of

the factors behind the Naxal Movement, which affected

states like Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand.

• Forest Governance: It has the potential to democratise

forest governance by recognising community forest

resource rights. It will ensure that people get to manage

their forest on their own, which will regulate exploitation

of forest resources by officials, improve forest

governance and better management of tribal rights.



Challenges
• Administrative Apathy: As tribals are not a big vote bank in most

states, governments find it convenient to subvert FRA or not bother about it at

all in favour of monetary gains. The forest bureaucracy has misinterpreted the

FRA as an instrument to regularise encroachment instead of a welfare

measure for tribals. Corporates fear they may lose the cheap access to

valuable natural resources.

• Dilution of Act: Certain sections of environmentalists raise the concern that FRA

bends more in the favour of individual rights, giving lesser scope for community

rights.

• Institutional Roadblock: Rough maps of community and individual claims are

prepared by Gram Sabha which at times often lack technical knowhow and

suffers from educational incapacity.

• Misuse of FRA: The FRA has been misused and communities have rushed to file

claims. Politicians across party lines have interpreted FRA as a land distribution

exercise and have fixed targets for districts.



Way ahead

It is important that the governments at Central

and State levels are strengthened with human

and financial resources to help implement FRA

on a mission mode.

Besides leveraging modern technology to

map and monitor the implementation of FRA,

the forest bureaucracy must also be reformed

to serve as service providers to gram sabhas.



Practice Question 
Despite its outcome, the Forest Rights

Act had the correct intentions. In this

context, shed light on the major

provisions of the Forest Rights Act, 2006.



Thank you!


