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Weekly One Liner Updates 

1 -7th January 2019 
 
Dear readers, 
Weekly One Liner Updates is a collection of important news and events that occurred in the first week (1–7th) of January 
2019. This file is important for, SSC & Railways exams. 
 
 

 

Important News – India 
 

1. Who has launched Samwad with Students as part of its outreach programme in Bengaluru ______Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO). 
Note:  

➢ 40 students and 10 teachers from select schools interacted with ISRO Chairman Dr. K Sivan about the Indian Space 
Programme and their benefits to the common man. 

➢ During the three-hour stay at ISRO Head office, the students and teachers also interacted with scientists and 
engineers. 

➢ The Indian Space agency will engage youngsters across the country in activities concerning space science under 
this programme.  

2. The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) loan subsidy for middle-income group has been extended till _____31st March 
2020.  
Note:  

➢ Around one lakh beneficiaries have taken benefit of the scheme so far.  
➢ Under PMAY, 68.7 lakh houses have been sanctioned, 37 lakh houses have been grounded and 13.5 lakh have 

been completed and handed over.  
➢ More than 6 thousand 9 hundred crore rupees interest subsidy on housing loans have been disbursed to over 

3.14 lakh beneficiaries of Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme CLSS under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban). 
3. The union Minister conferred National Awards to 97 Anganwadi workers for their exceptional achievements for the year 

2017-18 in New Delhi___ Maneka Gandhi. 
Note:  

➢ The award is given to motivate the Anganwadi workers and recognize their exemplary services in the field of child 
development and related areas under the Integrated Child Development Services Scheme. 

➢ From this year, the cash prize of the national level has been increased from 25,000 rupees to 50,000 rupees. 
➢ State level award comprises of a cash prize of 10,000 rupees.  

4. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Indian Science Congress-2019 (106th edition) in____ Jalandhar. 
Note:  

➢ The theme of this five-day mega event is ‘Future India: Science and Technology’. 
➢ The Prime Minister addressed about 30,000 delegates, including Nobel laureates, eminent scientists, 

policymakers, young researchers and school children, from across the country and abroad.  
➢ Eminent personalities from DRDO, ISRO, AIIMS, UGC, AICTE and many elite universities of the country, USA, UK, 

and other countries are participating. 
➢ Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) is a premier scientific organization of India with headquarters at 

Kolkata, West Bengal.  
5. The Information and Broadcasting Secretary Amit Khare has inaugurated the ten-days Indian Panorama Film Festival in 

_____New Delhi.  
Note:  

➢ A total of 26 Feature Films and 21 Non-Feature Films will be screened during the festival. 
➢ The film festival is being organized by the Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
➢ All the films selected under the Indian Panorama section in the 49th International Film Festival of India will be 

screened during the Festival.  
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6. The Union HRD Ministry has constituted a task force under the Chairmanship of Psychiatrist, Dr Jitendra Nagpal to look 
the issues of suicides of the students in_____ Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNV). 
Note:  

➢ According to the report, around 49 students of the residential Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas committed suicide 
between 2013 and 2017. 

7. The Union HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar has inaugurated the nine-day World Book fair (27th) in ____ New Delhi. 
Note:  

➢ This year’s theme is ‘Books for Readers with Special Needs’ and Sharjah is the ‘guest of honours’ country. 
➢ More than 600 publishers will display books at more than 1350 stalls at the fair. 
➢ The World Book Fair is organized every year by the National Book Trust and India Trade Promotion 
➢ Organization (ITPO).  

8. The Union Government allocates Rs 10,900 crores for development of 40 satellite launch vehicles in next ____4 years. 
Note:  

➢ Chandrayan Mission will be launched within three months.  
➢ It will land in one part of the Moon which is still unexplored.  
➢ The human space flight Gaganyaan is planned to be launched by 2022 (the 75th anniversary of Independence). 

9. The food businesses need to comply with new packaging regulations that bar use of recycled plastics and newspapers to 
wrap food articles by ______1st July 2019. 
Note:  

➢ The new packaging regulations would raise the bar of food safety in India to the next level. 
➢ The new regulations prohibit packaging material made of recycled plastics including carry bags for packaging, 

storing, carrying or dispensing articles of food. 
10. The North Central Railway (NCR) has launched a mobile application to help people navigate through Prayagraj city during 

Kumbh Mela ______Rail Kumbh Seva Mobile App. 
Note:  

➢ It will also provide information regarding all the 'Mela special' trains that will be run during the period.  
➢ Through this app, the users will not only get to know their current location but will also be able to reach to all 

railway stations, the mela zone, major hotels, bus stations and other facilities within Prayagraj. 
11. Prime Minister of Norway has arrived in New Delhi on a three-day state visit to India_____Erna Solberg. 

Note:  
➢ The Norwegian Prime Minister will participate in the Indo-Norwegian Business Conference. 
➢ The visit of Prime Minister of Norway will provide an opportunity to review the progress in bilateral cooperation 

between the two countries. 
➢ India and Norway enjoy close and multifaceted ties and economic and technical cooperation are important facets 

of the bilateral relation. 
12. The Union government will soon make it mandatory for linking Aadhaar with _____driving license. 

Note:  
➢ At present, the guilty person who causes an accident flees the scene and gets a duplicate license which helps him 

go scot-free. 
➢ Digital profile of India -- Aadhaar cards (123 crore), mobile phones (121 crore), smart phones (44.6 crore), 

internet users (around 56 crore), there has been 51% growth in e-commerce.  
➢ Digital payment transactions in the country have increased manifold to over 2,070 crore rupees in 2017-18. 

13. The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has launched nationwide cleanliness survey 
____Swachh Survekshan 2019. 
Note:  

➢ The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has launched the ‘Swachh Survekshan 2019’, 
the fourth edition of the annual nationwide cleanliness survey of urban India in New Delhi.  

➢ It is a part of the ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’, the Swachh Survekshan 2019 aims to evaluate the achievements in the 
cleanliness level in urban areas of the country.  

➢ It will encourage large-scale citizen participation, ensure sustainability of initiatives taken towards garbage free 
and open defecation free cities, and will provide credible outcomes. 

14. The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has launched a portal to fully digitize and automate the entire process of land 
acquisition ______Bhoomi Rashi. 
Note: 
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➢ With the operation of this Portal, the land acquisition process has been expedited significantly, become error-free 
and more transparent and the notifications at every stage are being processed on real time basis. 

15. The Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Irani has inaugurated the Women’s Science Congress at ___Jalandhar. 
Note:  

➢ Women’s Science Congress is a part of the 106th Indian Science Congress.  
➢ The objective of the Women’s Science Congress is to showcase the work of women scientists. Many leading women 

scientists and distinguished women from other disciplines are participating in talks and discussions in the 
Congress. 

 

States News 
 

1. The union Govt. has approved the additional assistance to Tamil Nadu from National Disaster Response Fund __Rs 1,146 
cr. 
Note:  

➢ The approval was given by a High-Level Committee chaired by Home Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi. 
➢ Cyclone 'Gaja' had crossed the Tamil Nadu coast early on 16th November 2018. 
➢ It had claimed 46 lives and left a trail of destruction in over 10 districts, including Nagapttinam, Thiruvarur, 

Puthukottai and Thanjavur. 
2.  The Union Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has launched the Ujjwala Sanitary Napkin initiative in 

_____Bhubaneswar (Odisha). 
Note:  

➢ The Central scheme will be a counter to the Odisha government’s Khushi scheme, in which sanitary napkins are 
provided free of cost to female students of government and government-aided schools in the state. 

➢ In the first phase, around 100 local manufacturing units will be set up by oil marketing companies at Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) across 93 blocks in all 30 districts of Odisha.  

3. Entire state of the country has declared ‘disturbed area’ under AFSPA ___ Nagaland. 
Note:  

➢ AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”.  
➢ The whole of state of Nagaland is in such a disturbed and dangerous condition that the use of armed forces in aid 

of civilian power is necessary. 
➢ Armed Forces (Special Powers) Acts (AFSPA), are Acts of the Parliament of India that grant special powers to the 

Indian Armed Forces in which each act terms "disturbed areas". 
4. The West Bengal Govt. has announced two Initiatives for farmers ____ Krishi Krishak Bondhu. 

Note:  
➢ The first of the two initiatives will provide Rs 2 lakh to the family of a deceased farmer. 
➢ Under the second initiative, farmers would get Rs 2,500 twice a year for growing a single crop on one acre of land. 

5. Airport in Port Blair has been declared as an authorized Immigration Check post for entry into/exit from India with valid 
travel documents for all classes of passengers___ Veer Savarkar International. 
Note:  

➢ For this purpose, the Superintendent of Police (CID), Andaman and Nicobar Police has been appointed as the ‘Civil 
Authority’ for the purpose of the immigration check post. 

➢ Efforts are being made for the early operation of international flights from the Airport and extending facilities of e-
visa and visa on arrival. 

6. Arunachal Pradesh’s district has achieved 100% electrification under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana- 
Saubhagya Scheme ____ East Siang District. 
Note:  

➢ Pasighat Electrical division has electrified 2,662 households which were earlier left out till the end of December 
last year.  

➢ The power department has electrified 1,483 villages under Deen Dayal Upadhyaya-Gram Jyoti Yojana in the state 
so far. 

7. Odisha agriculture minister has resigned, after strong protests over his dismissive remarks on the acquittal of those 
accused in a controversial rape case of 2011___ Pradeep Maharathy. 
Note:  

➢ It was alleged that the accused in the case had been sheltered by Maharathy.   
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➢ On December 24, 2018, the court of additional district judge in Bhubaneswar had acquitted the two persons 
arrested in the case. 

8. Who has imposed a fine of 100 crore rupees on Meghalaya government for its failure to curb illegal coal mining in the 
state___ National Green Tribunal (NGT). 
Note:  

➢ The amount of the fine must be deposited with the Central Pollution Control Board within two months. 
➢ The action comes after a high-level committee submitted an adverse report to a bench headed by NGT chairperson 

AK Goel. 
9. On 1st January 2019, around 30 lakh Kerala women stood shoulder to shoulder to form ____Vanitha Mathil(women’s 

wall). 
Note:   

➢ The wall stretched from Kasaragod in the north to Thiruvananthapuram in the south for about 620 Kms. 
➢ The event was organized by the Government of Kerala with the support of several political, religious and social 

groups.  
➢ The event was also a counterdemonstration against the agitations preventing women of menstruating age from 

entering the Sabarimala shrine in violation of the Supreme Court’s ruling. 
10. The state Government has planned temporary cow sheds (gaushalas) in all villages, panchayats, municipalities, nagar 

panchayats and municipal corporations_____ Uttar Pradesh Government. 
Note:  

➢ The Uttar Pradesh cabinet approved a plan to set up and run temporary 'gauvansh ashray asthals' under the urban 
and rural civic bodies in order to take proper care of stray cattle. 

11. Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of revival of North Koel (Mandal Dam) project at _____Palamu 
(Jharkhand). 
Note:  

➢ The Mandal Dam project will help around one lakh 11 thousand hectares of agricultural land in Jharkhand and 
Bihar to get irrigation facilities and 24 MW of electricity will also be produced. 

 

Important News – World 
 

1. Who officially quit the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) with the close of 2018 
___ The United States (US) & Israel. 
Note:  

➢ UNESCO also works to improve education for girls, promote understanding of the Holocaust's horrors, and to 
defend media freedom. 

2. Who will cease to be a member of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries___ Qatar. 
Note:  

➢ The country had sent an official notification to the OPEC expressing its wish to pull out and to focus on its liquefied 
natural gas production in December. 

➢ The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization of 14 
nations, founded in 1960 in Baghdad by the first five members (Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela), 
and headquartered since 1965 in Vienna, Austria.  

3. Who sworn in as Brazil's 42nd President _____ Jair Bolsonaro. 
Note: 

➢ Bolsonaro was a former Army captain and admirer of the country's 1964-1985 military dictatorship, vowed to 
adhere to democratic norms. 

➢ The president leads the executive branch of the federal government and is the commander-in-chief of the Brazilian 
Armed Forces. 

4. Turkmenistan has launched its first messaging app ______BizBarde.  
Note:  

➢ BizBarde app will allow the exchange of messages, files, photos and videos. 
➢ Earlier, the ex-Soviet republic has blocked Western services including Twitter, Facebook, Whatsapp, and Viber, 

along with popular Russian networks Odnoklassniki and VKontakte. 
5. The countries abolished the long-standing facility of visa on arrival for Afghan nationals ___Pakistan. 

Note:  
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➢ The Immigration Wing of the Federal Investigation Agency cited increased security risks from the western border 
as a reason for the move.  

➢ Earlier, Afghan nationals were granted a 30-day visa on arrival at the entry points but now they will be required to 
apply for a visa from Pakistani missions in Afghanistan. 

➢ The move to restrict Afghans came as Pakistan has already decided to issue 'on-arrival' visas to citizens of 24 other 
countries to increase tourism and investments. 

6. Five nations (Belgium, Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia and South Africa) assumed the charge as the Non-
Permanent Members of the _______United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 
Note:  

➢ These five countries will hold a two-year term in the Council with effect from 1st January 2019.  
➢ This will be the Dominican Republic’s first time on the Security Council.  
➢ They will fill the seats vacated by Bolivia, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands and Sweden on December 31, 

2018, after serving two-year term on the 15-member Security Council. 
7. Who landing a vehicle on the far side of the moon for the first time in history ___China. 

Note:  
➢ The mission is one in a series that underscore the country’s ambitions to join and even lead the space race. 

 

Honor & Awards 
 

1. The union Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu honored outstanding young entrepreneurs with National Entrepreneurship 
Awards in _____New Delhi.  
Note:  

➢ The awards aim to recognize and honor outstanding young first-generation entrepreneurs and those who have 
contributed immensely in building the entrepreneurship ecosystem.  

➢ A total of 43 awards were given this year.  
2. The Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has given Textiles Awards to Seventeen persons for their outstanding contribution 

in different fields of textiles sector in ____New Delhi. 
Note:  

➢ Mr. Naidu also stressed on improving the quality of products to become competitive in international markets and 
called upon the textiles industry to create brand for Indian textiles products.  

➢ Earlier in the day, the national conclave was inaugurated by the Union Textiles Minister, Smriti Zubin Irani. 
3. Who won the Golden Globe 2019 for best motion picture drama___ Bohemian Rhapsody. 

Note:  
➢ Bohemian Rhapsody is a 2018 biographical film about the British rock band Queen. 
➢ Green Book won the most awards for the ceremony with three, including Best Motion Picture – Musical or 

Comedy.  
➢ Jeff Bridges was honored with the Cecil B. DeMille Award for career achievement. 
➢ The 76th Golden Globe Awards honored the best in film and American television of 2018, as chosen by the 

Hollywood Foreign Press Association. 

 

Banking & Financial Awareness 

 

1. Who has launched Survey on Retail Payment Habits of Individuals (SRPHi) _____Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Note:  

➢ The Survey will capture payment habits of individuals in cities of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru and 

Guwahati. 

➢ Sigma Research & Consulting Pvt Ltd has been engaged by RBI to conduct the fieldwork of the survey. 

➢ The findings of the survey will provide insights into awareness and usage habits of digital payment products. 

2. The Union government has notified reduction in Goods and Services Tax (GST) rates on _____23 goods. 

Note:  
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➢ The GST Council had decided to cut tax rates on these goods and services and exempted music books, preserved 

vegetables and savings bank accounts under the Jan Dhan Yojana from the Tax. 

3. RBI offers relief to MSMEs; allows restructuring of debt up to _____Rs 25 crore. 

Note:  

➢ The decision will help the micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) which are facing cash crunch in the wake 

of demonetization and GST implementation.  

➢ The aggregate exposure, including non-fund-based facilities of banks and NBFCs, to a borrower should not exceed 

25 crore rupees as on January 1, 2019. 

➢ The restructuring will be implemented by 31st of March 2020.  

4. The small finance bank has got RBI (Reserve Bank of India) approval to operate as a scheduled bank___ ESAF. 

Note:  

➢ This makes ESAF small finance bank (SFB) the fifth scheduled bank from Kerala. 

➢ ESAF microfinance institution, started in 1992, was one among the ten applicants to receive approval from RBI to 

start banking operations in 2016. 

5. The Union cabinet has approved the merger of Vijaya Bank & Dena Bank with _____Bank of Baroda.  

Note:  

➢ The merger will be effective from April 2019. 

➢ After merger, Bank of Baroda will become the third biggest public sector bank, behind State Bank of India and 

HDFC Bank (in terms of assets). 

➢ The boards of public lenders Bank of Baroda and Dena Bank has approved swap ratio for the proposed merger of 

the two PSU banks.  

6. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up an expert committee to suggest long-term solutions for the economic and 

financial sustainability of the MSME sector _____ U K Sinha committee. 

Note:  

➢ The eight-member committee will also examine the factors affecting the timely and adequate availability of finance 

to the sector, the RBI said in a statement.  

➢ The expert committee will submit its report by the end of June 2019.  

➢ The panel will review the current institutional framework in place to support the MSME sector and study the 

impact of the recent economic reforms on the sector and "identify the structural problems affecting its growth".  

7. SBI Life Insurance came together with the bank and signed a bancassurance pact to sell the policies of the insurer___ 

Allahabad Bank. 

Note:  

➢ This will empower the consumer to address their complete financial needs under one roof. 

➢ The agreement was signed in the presence of Allahabad Bank Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO) Mallikarjuna Rao and Sanjeev Nautiyal (SBI Life MD & CEO). 

8. According to the provisional figures of Direct Tax collections 2018, The gross collections are at _____Rs. 8.74 lakh crore. 

Note:  

➢ Refunds amounting to Rs.1.30 lakh crore have been issued during April to December 2018, (17.0% higher) than 

refunds issued during the same period in the preceding year.  

➢ Net collections (after adjusting for refunds) have increased by 13.6% to Rs. 7.43 lakh crore during April - 

December 2018. 

➢ The net Direct Tax collections represent 64.7% of the total Budget Estimates of Direct Taxes for F.Y. 2018-19 (Rs. 

11.50 lakh crore).  

➢ A direct tax is a tax imposed upon a person or property as distinct from a tax imposed upon a transaction, which is 

described as an indirect tax.  

9. Who has decided to launch Panda Bonds to raise loans from Chinese capital markets___ Pakistan Government. 

Note:  
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➢ The interest rates and the size of the bonds would be decided at a later stage. 

➢ Panda bonds are Chinese renminbi-denominated bonds from a non-Chinese issuer, sold in the People’s Republic of 

China.  

10. The Ministry of Textiles, Government of India had launched a_____ Yarn Bank Scheme. 

Note:  

➢ Under the scheme, an interest-free corpus fund up to Rs.2.00 crore would be provided to the Special Purpose 

Vehicle (SPV)/Consortium formed by power loom waivers. 

➢ PowerTex India is a comprehensive scheme for power loom sector development. 

 

Important Dates 
 

1. The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) day celebrated every year on ______1st January.  

Note:  

➢ The DRDO was established in 1958 with just 10 laboratories to enhance the research work in defence sector.  

➢ According to DRDO Chairman Dr G Satheesh Reddy, the country is self-reliant in areas of missiles, radars, sonars 

and torpedoes and many other systems. 

➢ The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with 

the military's research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India.  

2. The World Braille Day is observed across the world every year on ____4th January. 

Note:  

➢ Braille was the inventor of Braille script or Braille code, used by people who are visually impaired. 

➢ Braille users can read computer screens and other electronic supports thanks to refreshable braille displays. 

➢ People can write braille with the original slate and stylus or type it on a braille writer, such as a portable braille 

notetaker (or computer) that prints with a braille embosser. 

 

Obituaries 
 

1. Veteran actor-writer passed away in Canada due to prolonged illness__ Kader Khan. 

Note:  

➢ Mr. Khan made his acting debut in 1973 with Rajesh Khanna's "Daag" and has featured in over 300 films. 

➢ He wrote dialogues for over 250 movies.  

➢ His films with Desai include "Dharam Veer", "Ganga Jamuna Saraswati", "Coolie", "Desh Premee", "Suhaag", 

"Parvarish" and "Amar Akbar Anthony" and films with Mehra include "Jwalamukhi", "Sharaabi", "Lawaaris", 

"Muqaddar Ka Sikandar".  

2. Sachin Tendulkar's childhood coach cricket coach passed away due to age-related ailments in Mumbai_____Ramakant 

Achrekar. 

Note:  

➢ Besides Tendulkar, he also coached some prominent players in Vinod Kambli, Pravin Amre, Sameer Dighe and 

Balwinder Singh Sandhu.  

➢ He was bestowed with country's fourth highest civilian award Padma Shri (in 2010) and Dronacharya Award (for 

Outstanding Coaches in Sports and Games) in 1990.  

3. Veteran Kannada actor passed away at a private hospital in Bengaluru____ C H Lokanath. 

Note:  

➢ Lokanath was in the Kannada film industry for nearly six decades and was affectionately addressed as ‘Uncle 

Lokanath’ by his fans. 
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➢ His famous movies are Bhootayyana Maga Ayyu, Minchina Ota, Nagarahaavu, Nodi Swami Navidru Heege, Katha 

Sangama and Kittu Puttu. 

4. Renowned Bengali writer passes away due to age-related ailments_____ Dibyendu Palit. 

Note:  

➢ Palit was conferred the Sahitya Akademi for his novel ‘Anubhab’ in 1998.  

➢ He was awarded the ‘Bankim Purashkar’ for ‘Dheu’ (in 1990) and ‘Ananda Purashkar’ (in 1984) for ‘Sahojoddha’.  

 

New Appointments 
 

1. Who sworn in as the first Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court___ Justice T B N Radhakrishnan. 

Note:  

➢ Telangana and Andhra Pradesh Governor E.S.L. Narasimhan administered oath of office to him.  

➢ As per the notification, 12 judges in over 360 districts have been allotted to the new Telangana state. 

➢ Andhra Pradesh High Court got over 500 district and civil judges as the two high courts began functioning as 

separate entities today onwards. 

2. The Union government has appointed interim chairman of Life Insurance Corporation's (LIC) ____ Hemant Bhargava. 

Note:  

➢ He replaced V K Sharma who retired on 31st Dec 2018. 

➢ Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) is an Indian state-owned insurance group and investment company 

headquartered in Mumbai.  

➢ LIC's slogan ‘Yogakshemam Vahaamyaham’ is in Sanskrit which loosely translates into English as "Your welfare is 

our responsibility" 

3. General Manager of South-Central Railway (SCR) has been appointed as the Chairman of Railway Board___ Vinod K. 

Yadav. 

Note:  

➢ Mr. Yadav succeeds Ashwani Lohani (retired on 31st Jan 2018) 

➢ The Railway Board is the apex body of the Indian Railways. 

➢ It reports to the Parliament of India through the Ministry of Railways headed by the Railway Minister of India. 

4. Who has been appointed as the Director General of Ordnance Factories (DGOF) and chairman of the Ordnance Factory 

Board (OFB) ___ Saurabh Kumar. 

Note:  

➢ Ordnance Factories Board (OFB) consisting of the Indian Ordnance Factories is an industrial organization, 

functioning under the Department of Defence Production of Ministry of Defence, Government of India.  

➢ OFB comprises 41-Ordnance Factories, 9- Training Institutes, 3-Regional Marketing Centres and 4- Regional 

Controllerates of Safety, which are spread across the country. 

5. Indian-American takes oath as the Fort Bend County Judge in Texas ___ K P George. 

Note:  

➢ Indian-American KP George (53-years) has been sworn in as the Fort Bend County Judge, becoming the first 

person from the community to hold the office of one of America's most diverse counties.  

➢ The Fort Bend County in Texas has a sizeable population of Indian-Americans. 

6. The chief of staff of the US Department of Defence has announced his resignation from the post ____Kevin Sweeney. 

Note:  

➢ Defense Secretary Chief of Staff Kevin Sweeney served in this role since January 2017. 

➢ The move comes a month after the Defence Secretary James Mattis announced his departure in December 2018. 

➢ In general, a chief of staff provides a buffer between a chief executive and that executive's direct-reporting team. 

7. Who took oath as Prime Minister of Bangladesh for the third consecutive term _____Sheikh Hasina. 

Note:  
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➢ President Mohammad Abdul Hamid has administered the oath of office to the Ministers at Bangabhaban. 

➢ Recently, Awami League and its allies secured 288 seats out of elections held for 299-member Parliament. 

8. President Ram Nath Kovind has nominated Justice AK Sikri as Executive Chairman of _____National Legal Services 

Authority (NALSA). 

Note:  

➢ He will be replacing Justice Madan B Lokur. 

➢ The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 

1987 to provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society. 

 

Sports News 
 

1. Who has won their first ever series on Australian soil beating the home team 2-1 ___India. 
Note:  

➢ Now, Virat Kohli has become the first Indian as well as the first Asian captain to win a Test series in Australia. 
➢ Cheteshwar Pujara was declared man of the match as well as man-of-the-series. 

2. India's women's cricketer named ICC women's cricketer of the year by ICC ____ Smriti Mandhana. 
Note:  

➢ India's Smriti Mandhana (22-years) was crowned women's cricketer of the year by the sport's world governing 
body ICC.  

➢ Australia's wicketkeeper-batter Alyssa Healy was voted T20 player of the year. 
➢ England's teenage spinner Sophie Ecclestone was named emerging player of the year. 
➢ Mandhana is only the second Indian woman to win an International Cricket Council award after fast bowler Jhulan 

Goswami who was named the women's player of the year in 2007. 
3. International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced T20 Women's team of the year includes three Indians ___ Smriti 

Mandhana, Harmanpreet Kaur and Poonam Yadav. 
4.  Lady head constable Himachal Pradesh Police won a Gold medal in the Senior National Women's Judo Championship at 

Visakhapatnam___ Rani. 
Note:  

➢ She claimed top honours in the 78 kg category.  
➢ Rani was also declared the best Judoka at the Championship. 

5. The 80th National Table Tennis Championship began at Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium in ____Cuttack (Odisha). 
Note:  

➢ As many as 35 teams, including 550 players from different parts of the country are participating in the mega 
championship. 

➢ Odisha State Table Tennis Association (OSTTA) is hosting the championships after a gap of 18 years.  
6. World's 1st female amputee to scale Antarctica's highest peak ____ Arunima Sinha. 

Note:  
➢ Arunima Sinha has become the World's 1st woman amputee to climb Mount Vinson, the highest peak in Antarctica. 
➢ She has already done six peaks: Everest in Asia, Kilimanjaro in Africa, Elbrus (Europe), Kosciuszko (Australia), 

Aconcagua (Argentina) and Carstensz Pyramid (Puncak Jaya) in Indonesia. 
➢ She was a national level volleyball player who was pushed from a running train by some robbers in 2011 while she 

was resisting them.  
➢ As a result, one of her legs had to be amputated below the knee. 
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