
Surat Split 
The moderates dominated the Indian National Congress from 1885 to 1905. They used several 
mediums, like delegations, memoranda, pamphlets, leaflets, meetings, prayers, petitions, etc., 
to portray their demands to the British Indian government.  

• The Indian National Congress successfully expanded the legislative council by
compelling the government to develop the Indian Council Act of 1892.

• However, the Act created dissatisfaction among Indians. In 1907, the Indian National
Congress held a meeting in Nagpur.

• At that point, the extremists the view that the name of the leaders should not be
disclosed. With the same policy as the existing extremists, new extremists came
together who supported the ideology of Rash Bihari Ghosh.

• With the fear that Bal Gangadhar would win the favor, the meeting was moved to Bal
Gokhale from Nagpur to Surat, but Surat was Tilak's home province.

• So he was unable to preside over the meeting. Following this incident, the extremists
became outrageous when Tilak was restricted from speaking at the meeting.

• As a result of this anger, the meeting was canceled by the Indian National Congress.
However, both these groups unitedly patched these differences for a short period. Later,
the INC has permanently divided into two groups in 1907.

Causes of Surat Split 1907 
According to Curzon, Congress was shaking and was on the verge of its fall in the early 20th 
century. But he wished for a peaceful demise, and Surat split came out as a reality to his dream. 
The important points regarding the Surat Split are as follows- 

• The Surat Split resulted in a bounce to the INC as the division of the Indian National
Congress into the moderates and extremists acted as an opportunity for the British
government.

• Moderates did not favour Swaraj and were disinclined to pass its motion. At the same
time, Extremists follow the Swadeshi and Swaraj's notion of the Arya Samaj.

• During the formation of the INC, most of the leaders of Congress opposed Swaraj's
notion. Later, in the early 20th century, Swaraj became the primary demand of prominent
leaders like G.K. Gokhale and DadaBhai Naoroji.

Effects of Surat Split of Congress 
Swaraj was introduced in the INC by Gokhale, the President of the Indian National Congress, at 
the INC's Banaras Session in 1905. Later, Dadabhai Naoroji used the word Swaraj in 1906 at 
the Calcutta Session.  
In1907, the Extremists placed two significant objectives in the Surat Session, and these were: 

• It demanded Swaraj's resolution.
• Presidency of Lala Lajpat Rai in the INC.



However, the Moderates did not accept these objectives. They supported Rash Behari Ghosh 
and demanded his presidency. As a result of the difference in opinion, the elections (for the first 
time) were held for the Presidentship of the Indian National Congress. Unfortunately, the 
Moderates were successful in expelling the extremists from the INC and got complete control of 
the Congress's affairs, and Rash Behari Gosh was selected as the President of the Surat 
Session. 
 

Aftermath of Surat Split of Congress 
The British government used its Divide and Rule policy to split the Congress. This proved to be 
an opportunity for the British government as moderates were under their control. In addition to 
this, the grant of a separate electorate to the Muslim community during the Congress fall proved 
as an advantage for the British over the Indian National Congress. 
 

Reservations on Surat Split 
During the Surat Split of Congress, certain reservations were made because of the following 
reasons- 

• At first, a separate organisation was not formed by the Extremists. They weren't much 
different from the Moderates in their activities. However, when the Extremists were 
separated from them, the British took it as an opportunity to settle the Extremists as a 
different party. 

• British imprisoned Tilak for six years for the offence of preaching nationalism. Along with 
this, Bipin Chandra Pal became a moderate, and Lala Lajpat Rai was drummed out from 
Punjab. 

• The extremists and the moderates joined hands again and reunited in 1916 as Congress 
during the Lucknow Session. There was no division, but extremists still did not 
participate in the activities of Congress. 

 


