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Pressure Groups 

The term "Pressure Group" was first used in the United States of America. A 
pressure group is a collection of people who actively promote and defend 
common interests among themselves. 

• It is expected that by putting enormous pressure on the government,
these Pressure Groups will effect change in society and public policy.

• They are also called vested groups or interest groups.
• The Pressure Groups should not be confused with any political party or

group as they do not contest any election. Still, they have certain
programs or issues for which they perform certain activities for their
fulfilment.

• The common methods used by these Pressure Groups to influence the
policy-making and implementation by the government are
correspondence, publicity, propaganda petitioning, debating, and
lobbying.

Characteristics of Pressure Groups 

Pressure Groups are recognized to work for the common interest by dealing 
with the political system. 

• The Pressure Groups finance the political parties as well as maintain
connections with the bureaucrats.

• They also engage in traditional social practices to gain publicity and
influence, like targeting caste-related issues and engaging in religion­
based politics to highlight their interests.

• Pressure Groups should not always be viewed negatively because they
raise legitimate issues, such as a lack of resources.

• If any social or economic condition changes immediately or after a
certain period of time, these Pressure Groups take some time to adjust
to them, causing disruption in their existing order.

Types of Pressure Groups in India 
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