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Proportional Representation 

There are three types of Proportional Representation systems or PR electoral systems that are as 
follows: 

• Single Transferable Vote (STV)
• Party-list PR
• Mixed-member proportional representation (MMP)

We have discussed the forms of proportional representation below in detail. 

Proportional Representation By Single Transferable Vote 

Single Transferable Vote (STV) is also known as the Hare system after one of its English 
developers named, Thomas Hare. The single transferable vote allows a voter to rank his/her 
candidate in order of preference, i.e., by providing backup references and casting only one vote. As 
the candidates qualify a specific electoral quota, they are elected, and their surplus votes are 

apportioned to the remaining candidates until all the open seats are filled. 

STV enables voters to choose the most preferred candidate of the party and vote for independent 
candidates. 

List System of Proportional Representation 

Party List PR is a type of Proportional representation where the political parties define the 
candidate list, and voters vote for a list. The list can be closed or open. The open list allows voters to 
indicate individual candidate preferences and vote for independent candidates. The voting districts in 
Party List PR can be small or large or even an entire country. 

Multiple candidates are elected through their position on an electoral list in the List system of 
Proportional Representation. For example, in an election, if the assembly has 500 seats to be filled, 

then every voter would vote for the list created by their favorite party. Under party list PR, every party 
obtains a number of seats that is proportional to the share of the popular vote. 

Mixed Member Proportional Representation (MMP) 

Mixed member proportional representation (MMP) is also known as the Additional Member 
System (AMS). MMP is a two-tier mixed electoral system that combines local non-proportional 
plurality/majoritarian elections with compensatory regional or national party list PR elections. Voters 
have two votes, one for their single-member district and the other for the party list. 

Practice of Proportional Representation in India 

Proportional Representation is practiced on a limited scale in India. For instance, for the election of 
members of Rajya Sabha, President, Vice President, proportional representation system is 
practiced. In all these examples of proportional representation, the candidate is elected through the 
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