
Difference Between Ethics and 

Ethos 

Ethics draws a line is drawn between right and incorrect behavior and 
Ethos, on the other hand, promotes cohesiveness and is perfect for any 
organization, society, culture, country, or community. Let us check the 
difference between ethics and ethos mentioned in the table below. 

Ethics VS Ethos 

Difference Between Ethics and Ethos 

Ethics Ethos 

Ethics is part of a philosophical 
branch that distinguishes between 
right and wrong. 

Ethos refers to a set of values 
and attributes associated with a 
group. 

Instances of ethical behavior are 
straightforwardness, respectability, 
faithfulness, reasonableness, etc. 

Ethos predominantly alludes to 
the perspectives, convictions, and 
values that give an individual or 
community character. 

The three major areas of study 
within ethics are Meta-Ethics, 
Normative Ethics, and Applied 
Ethics. 

The three categories of ethos are 
Phronesis, Arete, and Eunoia. 

Ethics is applicable universally 
regardless of geographical 
limitations. 

Ethos depends on culture as well 
as region. 

Some words synonymous with the 
word Ethics are Principle, Dignity, 
Integrity, Morality, and Ideals. 

Some words synonymous with 
the word Ethos are Ideology, 
Perspective, Spirit, Outlook, and 
Culture. 

Ethics and Ethos 

The key difference between ethics and ethos is that "ethics" functions by 
identifying the right or incorrect conduct or wrongdoing acceptable for 



every individual. In contrast to "ethos," which determines a culture or 
cultural behavior peculiar to a certain area. The following are some 
examples of ethics: Honesty, commitment, dependability, kindness, etc. 
In contrast to its counterpart, "Ethos," this term can refer to ethnic 
clothing or any regionally specific cultural practice. 

What is Ethics? 

The term 'ethics' derives from the Greek word ethikos, meaning "relating 
to one's character," which in turn derives from the Greek word ethos, 
which signifies 'propensity,' 'custom' or 'character.' Ethics refers to the 
arrangement of moral standards or an arrangement of virtues for a 
specific culture or foundation. 

Ethics discusses significant ideas about human behaviors, such as what 
is good or bad or the meaning of righteousness, justice, and crime. It 
constitutes three major study areas: meta-ethics, normative ethics, and 
applied ethics. 

Meta-ethics revolves around theories and references to morality, 
whereas normative ethics is connected with essentially determining 
profound quality's worth. On the other hand, applied ethics is concerned 
with what an individual is committed to doing. 

What is Ethos? 

Ethos derives from the Greek word ethos, which means 'propensity,' 
'custom' or 'character.' It alludes to the convictions and values that 
differentiate an individual, society, or establishment from others. 

Ethos, otherwise regarded as an enticement for ethics, is a technique for 
persuading a group of individuals by relying on the power or legitimacy 
of the persuader, who could be a notable or experienced master in the 
field or even a notable celebrity. 

For example: "As a fashion stylist, I would highly recommend you 
choose an outfit with monochromatic colours. If you dress in a solitary 
tone, you can keep away from the pressure of matching tints. 
Additionally, this will give the vibe that you have put a lot of effort into 
your outfit." The ethos here is the influence strategy. 

The three types of Ethos are given below. 

• Phronesis (the wisdom or intelligence you have as a writer) 
• Arete (the general moral virtue or charity of your argument) 



• Eunoia (the goodwill you establish with the audience). 

Similarity Between Ethics and Ethos 

The similarity between ethics and ethos are mentioned below. 
• Both ethics and ethos are connected to an individual's self-beliefs. 
• Both terms are members of the exact same linguistic family. 
• Ethos and ethics are both words that have Greek roots. A person's 

proper use of ethics decides. 
• Both of these phrases originated in the thoughts of someone with 

good intentions. 
• Both ethics and ethos aid a person in making moral decisions. 
• Each person aspires to both ethos and ethics. 
• Both the ethos and ethical traits make society a better place to live. 

 


