
Colonialism 
Colonialism is the practice where one country takes political control of another country with the 
aim of occupying it with settlers for the purpose of getting an advantage from its economy and 
resources.  

• Colonialism is often got confused with imperialism because both practices involve the
economic and political control of a dominant country over a weak territory.

• In history, there have been many instances where powerful countries have expanded
their territory through Colonialism.

• By World War I in 1914, the European powers had colonized countries on every
continent.

• However, the modern world doesn’t allow the practice of Colonialism. Still, there is
evidence that it remains in today’s world as well.

Types of Colonialism 
There are four different types of Colonialism as per the historians, and we have discussed all of 
them in brief below. 

• Settler Colonialism- this Colonialism means that immigration will take place on a
significant scale, with economic, political and religious being the main motivators. Here
the local population will be replaced. Some examples of settler Colonialism include
erstwhile colonies of America, Australia,  Canada and the United States.

• Internal Colonialism- it means the exploitation of one racial or ethnic group by another
in the same nation. It is an idea of uneven or even structural power between different
areas of a state.

• Surrogate Colonialism- it involves a settlement project that is supported by a colonial
power. Here most of the settlers don’t come from the same ethnic group as the ruling
power.

• Exploitation Colonialism- this Colonialism involves the exploitation of natural
resources that would be beneficial for the mother country financially.

History of Colonialism 
The origin of Colonialism can be traced back to when the pre-colonial African empires came into 
existence. Due to this, the Egyptians, Romans, Greeks & Phoenicians were encouraged to build 
their own colonies. 

• The military colonies were created by the Vietnamese between the 11th-18th centuries.
• Modern Colonialism started with the age of exploration during the 15th century.
• People were driven by the idea of building new colonies across oceans. For example,

Spain and Portugal came to know about South & Central America through their sea
travel.



• By the 19th century, Britain and France took over many countries to exploit their 
resources by their colonial powers for their own gain. 

• In fact, World War II is believed to be caused by Colonialism. 
• However, after the end of World War II, decolonization progressed. 

 

Impact of Colonialism  
Colonialism had a lot of negative effects on people and society. Many places were exploited, 
and diseases started spreading. There were problems of settlement and enslavement again and 
again.  
 

However, there were some positive impacts of Colonialism as well. For example spread of 
languages, cultural institutions, literature and technological advancement. It gave rise to many 
empires, and it influenced the economic systems of many places. Colonialism gave rise to a 
hybrid population with mixed ethnic and cultural values. 

Causes of Colonialism 
The causes of Colonialism include 

• The Discovery of new areas and trade routes 
• Economic Growth- many countries like Spain, England, and France established 

colonies to gain financial benefits. 
• European Rivalry- there was a race for acquiring new colonies among various counties 

due to various benefits. 

• Spread Christianity- it is also one of the causes of Colonialism. The catholic church 
started a major effort to spread Christianity in the new world. 

• Mercantilism- the economic development of the mother country was most crucial, and 
the colonies were governed in such as way that it would be beneficial for the mother 
country. 
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