
Best Pens to Write 
UPSC Mains Exam 

You should use that pen to write answers in the UPSC Mains exam which allows you to write 
faster without straining your hand and gives you a good grip. In the UPSC Mains exam, you can 
use any pen, i.e. ball pen or gel pen of either black or blue in colour. But to write for a longer 
period of time, you must always use ballpoint pen. You can try answer writing with 5-6 pens and 
then select the one that suits you the best. Once you have chosen the pen as per your comfort, 
you must ensure that you practice UPSC answer writing with the same pen to give you fruitful 
results. 

The main characteristic of the best pen for UPSC Mains answer writing includes the pen that 
helps you to write continuously for 3 Hours. Here are some tips for the aspirant to choose the 
best pen for UPSC Mains. Writing with a good and comfortable pen tends to bring out clarity in 
expressing the answers in a transparent manner. 

How to Choose Best Pen for UPSC Mains Exam? 
Candidates who qualify UPSC IAS Prelims exam are chosen to write the Mains exam. However, 
you must ensure that you have chosen the best pen for UPSC Mains exam. A ballpoint pen is 
always preferable to use than a gel pen. The reason is that ball pens allow you to write for a 
longer period of time without causing much strain as compared to gel pens. Thus, here are 
some useful tips that you should consider when choosing a best pen to write UPSC Mains. 

• The pen chosen by you should be lightweight so that you can hold it with a light grip. It
should not be heavy as the heavy ones tend to cause fatigue thereby reducing your
usual writing speed.

• Write with those pens that have rubber grips over them and not plastic grips for the
UPSC Mains exam. Rubber grip pens have a good grip and provide more friction.

• Choose soft-tipped pens over sharp-tipped ones. Sharp-tipped pens tend to cause
impressions on your page.

• Aspirants may prefer to use gel pens over ballpoint pens for UPSC Mains exam,
however, one should always use ball pens as using gel pens for a longer period of time
may be troublesome and you may run out of time in completing your paper.

• Lastly, once you have chosen the pen for UPSC Mains exam, you should maintain the
habit of using the same brand pen to practice answer writing. In this way, you get
accustomed to that pen.



Is Handwriting Important for UPSC Mains? 
Good handwriting will never fetch you extra marks in the UPSC Mains exam. However, your 
handwriting must be legible and net so that the examiner does not face difficulty while reading 
your Mains answers. Furthermore, UPSC has notified that if a candidate’s handwriting is not 
legible easily, then UPSC is liable to deduct marks. You must make use of a good ballpoint pen 
for UPSC Mains exam and get used to it. Here are some points that validate if your handwriting 
is important for the UPSC Mains exam. The best pen for UPSC mains will enable the 
candidates in writing effectively without fatigue. 

• If a aspirants’ handwriting is not easily decipherable, there is a possibility of deduction of 
marks will be made on this account from the total marks otherwise ensuing to the 
candidate. 

• UPSC answers must be written in a manner that does not make the examiner strain his 
eyes. Legible handwriting makes it easier for the examiner to read your answers. 

• Your handwriting does not have to be fancy or beautiful, however, it must be readable 
and clear. It should be neat and clear for the examiner to read.  

• Clear handwriting in UPSC Mains proves that your thoughts and knowledge of writing an 
answer to a question are clear. It gives an impression of a person who is calm and clear 
with his thoughts. Haphazard writing will lead to the impression that the candidate is a 
hurried and confused writer. 

• Thus, in order to develop your answer writing skills for UPSC Mains, you must practice 
answer writing with a good pen. 

Which is the Best Pen To Write UPSC Mains? 
To help you clear your confusion on which is the best pen for UPSC Mains exam, we have listed 
some of the best pens here. You can try them out and select the one that is suitable for you in 
answer writing. UPSC toppers also first try out some pens in answer writing and then keep on 
using them for figuring out the best pen to write UPSC mains. 

• Uniball eye rollerball pen 
• Cello techno tip pen 
• Cello Pinpoint Pen 
• Flair Writo Meter Pen 
• Reynolds 045 Fine Carbure Blue Ballpen 
• Pilot V 7 Hi-tech Pen with the cartridge system 

 

 

 



Tips to Overcome Muscle and Hand Fatigue in UPSC Mains 
Exam 
UPSC Mains is a three-hour duration exam where you have to write answers for a prolonged 
time. One of the major issues that most candidates face is hand fatigue. In order to overcome it, 
you should take regular UPSC mock tests so that you get used to writing for a long period of 
time. You must choose the best pen for UPSC answer writing. Here are some tips to overcome 
hand fatigue in the IAS Mains exam: 

• Use rubber grip pens as it provides excellent friction and enhances speed. 
• Use lightweight and sleek pens as it is easier to hold 

• Hold a pen at the right point 

• Use only soft-tipped pens 
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