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Weekly Current Affairs
2nd Week September 2021
Important News: State
Maharashtra set to build a “science city” in Pune named after “Rajiv
Gandhi”

•

Government of Maharashtra has decided to set up a world class science city at PimpriChinchwad near Pune to develop a scientific outlook in the students and prepare them for
future students.
• To give the name 'Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Innovation City', a science center will
be developed on an area of one acre in an eight-acre complex in the PCMC area.
• The Center has provided Rs 191 crore for the construction of Science City in the PCMC area.
Source: Indian Express

Caretaker government of the Taliban in Afghanistan

•
•
•
•

•

The Taliban have announced a caretaker government after taking control of Afghanistan.
Mulla Hassan Akhund will be the caretaker Prime Minister.
Taliban leader Hibatullah Akhundzadeh will hold the top post in the government.
A Taliban spokesman in Kabul said all government appointments had been made to
caretaker positions and that the heads of various other departments would be announced
soon.
Taliban leader Abdul Ghani Baradar will be the Deputy Prime Minister in this government.

Source: AIR
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India’s first Agriculture Export Facilitation Centre set up at PUNE
•

The Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce Industries and Agriculture and NABARD
(National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development) recently launched the first
Agricultural Export Facilitation Centre.

•
•
•
•

The Centre will aid in boosting the agriultural and food exports of the state of Maharashtra.
The centre will act as a one-stop shop to export agricultural food productions.
The centre is open to anyone who is involved in agricultural exports.
It will provide guidance in areas such as Minimum residue level, orchard management,
branding and marketing, country-wise protocols, special export treatments and government
export schemes.
Source: Lokmat

Cyclone Tauktae: Maharashtra govt approves a relief fund of Rs 252 Cr

•

The state government will give Rs 4 lakh to the kin of those who got killed during the
cyclone Tauktae in accordance with NDRF norms and Rs 1 lakh from the state exchequer.
• Financial aid of Rs 1,50,000 will be provided for houses completely damaged during the
cyclone while Rs 50,000 for houses with 50 per cent damage, Rs 25,000 for houses with 25
per cent, and Rs 15,000 for houses with 15 per cent damage.
• Any slum damaged during the cyclone and which is eligible for rehabilitation will get Rs
15,000.
• Compensation of Rs 50,000 per hectare for crop loss, Rs 250 per damaged coconut tree,
and Rs 50 per areca nut (supari) tree (maximum up to 2 hectares) will be given.
• Families that suffered the loss of clothes and utensils will be given Rs 5,000 each.
• Fishing boats damaged during the cyclone will be given Rs 25,000 each and partially
damaged boats will get Rs 10,000.
• Damaged fishing nets will receive Rs 5,000 for repairs.
Source: Lokmat
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“Mee Annapurna program” launched for farmers in Maharashtra
•

Mee Annapurna, an inclusive program has been launched for the welfare of farmers and
Bhoomiputras in Maharashtra. The initiative was announced by Integrated Risk Insurance,
an IRDA Licensed insurance intermediary.
• Mee Annapurna will integrate three critical aspects of livelihood and comprehensive
engagement. Elaborating on the scheme, Dr JH Rusat from Integrated Risk Insurance
stated that the 'Mee Annapurna' program involves three commandments - Expertise,
Engagement and Entitlement.
• The program is a part of the organisation’s commitment as a Corporate Social
Responsibility towards the welfare of the farmers and agriculture community in
Maharashtra.
Source: Sakal

“Bharat Ratna” to be set up in Pimpri Chinchwad “Rajiv Gandhi Science
Discovery City”

•

It has been decided to set up Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Discovery City in Pimpri
Chinchwad Municipal Corporation area.
• 88 acres of land is available in Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation area for
inculcating scientific attitude in the students and shaping future scientists.
• On the remaining 7 acres, the world-class Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Discovery City
based on various concepts in science will be set up in the next five years.
• Under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme total expenditure of Rs. 191 crore is sanctioned.
Source: Lokmat

Important News: India
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National Awards on Teacher’s Day

•

On Teachers' Day, 44 teachers from different parts of the country were honored by
President Ramnath Kovind with the National Award 2021 for special contribution in the
field of education. They include Khurshid Qutbuddin Sheikh from Gadchiroli district and
Umesh Khose from Osmanabad district.
• Speaking on the occasion, the President appealed to the teachers to consider the abilities,
intelligence, mentality, social background and environment of each child. The President
hoped that the education system would inculcate constitutional values and basic duties of
citizens in children.
Source: AIR News

Initiatives in Education field

•

•

•

•

•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Shiksha Parva and also address it
through the television system. They are going to launch many big initiatives in the field
of education.
These include the Indian Sign Language Dictionary, which includes hearing aids, sound
and code-mixed sign language videos, visual speaking books and the Universal Design of
Learning for CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education School Quality Assurance
and Structure Assessment).
He will also launch a teacher training program called Nifun Bharat and Vidyanjali Portal
to promote social responsibility through volunteers, donors and companies in the
education sector.
Quality and Sustainable Schools - School Education in India is the theme of 'Shikshak
Mahotsav 2021'. It will promote innovation and ensure continuity of education at all
levels as well as maintain quality, inclusiveness, and sustainability in schools.
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and Union Minister of State for
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Education will also be present during the event.
Source: AIR News

Representation of India in WHO SEARO

•

Dr. Bharti Praveen Pawar, Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare,
represented India at the World Health Organization's Southeast Asia Regional Office.
• He represented India at the Ministerial Roundtable Conference of the 74th Session of the
World Health Organization's Southeast Asia Regional Committee.
Source: PIB

Deity is owner of land attached to temple: SC
•
•

•
•

According to supreme court bench comprising of Justices Hemant Gupta and A S Bopanna,
Deity is the owner of land attached to a temple.
According to the bench, a priest cannot be treated as Bhumiswami (owner of land).

The priest holds the land just for the management of property of the temple.
SC bench noted that, ownership column only requires the name of the deity alone because
deity as a juristic person is the owner of the land.
• Occupation of the land is also by the deity which is carried out by servant or managers in
behalf of the deity. Thus, name of the manager or priest is not required to be mentioned in
the column of occupier.
Source: TOI
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Important News: World
6th East Economic Forum 2021
•
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently addressed the 20th session of the 6th Eastern
Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok, Russia.
Theme: Opportunities for the Far East in a world of transformation

Key points
• Appreciating President Putin's foresight for the development of the Russian Far East, the
Prime Minister reiterated India's commitment in this regard as part of Russia's "Act East
Policy" to be a reliable partner.
• He underlined the natural complementarity of India and Russia in the development of the
Russian Far East.
• He emphasized the importance of financial and business investment on both sides in the
context of a 'special and privileged strategic partnership'.
About Eastern Economic Forum (EEF)
• The EEF was founded in 2015 by Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation.
• The Forum Business Program includes a number of business interactions with leading
partner countries in the Asia-Pacific region and with ASEAN.
Source: PIB

Karbi Anglong Agreement

•

A tripartite agreement ‘Karbi Anglong Agreement’ among five insurgent groups
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of Assam, the Centre and the State government was signed to end years of violence
in the Karbi Anglong region.
• It was signed in the presence of Union Home Minister, Amit Shah.
• The Karbi Agreement is another milestone in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
“Insurgency free prosperous North East”.
Highlights of the Karbi-Anglong Agreement:
• With this historic agreement, over 1000 armed cadres have abjured violence and joined
the mainstream of society.
• A Special Development Package of Rs. 1000 crores over five years will be given by the
Union Government and Assam Government to undertake specific projects for the
development of Karbi areas.
Other Recent Peace Agreements of the Northeast:
• NLFT Tripura Agreement, 2019
• Bodo Peace Accord
Source: PIB

Important News: Economy
Strategic Partnership to Provide Home Loans

•

•

The Ministry of Communications, India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) under the Postal
Department, and the country's leading housing finance company LIC Housing Finance
Limited (LICHFL) have announced a strategic partnership to provide home loan products
to 4.5 crore customers of India Post Payments Bank.
Through India Post Payments Bank's strong and extensive network of 650 branches and
more than 136,000 banking access points, LIC Housing Finance's home loan products will
be available to customers across India.
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Sri Lanka declares Economic Emergency to contain Inflation

•

The President of Sri Lanka Gotabaya Rajapaksa had declared an economic
emergency due to rapidly depleting forex reserves, depreciating currency, and
rising food prices in the country.
• The emergency was declared under the Public Security Ordinance to prevent the
hoarding of essential items, including sugar and rice.
Reasons for Sri Lankan Economic Crisis
• Sri Lanka during the COVID-19 pandemic suffered a severe setback in its tourism
industry which contributes to over 10 percent of the country’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and brings in foreign exchange.
• Due to the depletion in the forex reserves, the country had to increase the amount of
money to purchase the foreign exchange to import goods. This increase has led to the
depreciation of the Sri Lankan rupee by approximately 8 percent so far in 2021.
Measures Taken Under Economic Emergency Crisis
• The government has appointed a former Army General as Commissioner of
essential services who is authorized to seize food stocks held by traders and retailers
and regulate their prices.
Source: The Hindu

HDFC-NSIC pact to provide Credit Support to MSMEs

•

•

HDFC Bank has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with National Small
Industries Corporation (NSIC) to offer and strengthen credit support to MSMEs across
India.
Partnership with NSIC will help in boosting the MSME Sector growth which is the backbone
of India in terms of economic development as well as job creation.
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•

Under this MOU, HDFC Bank will provide MSMEs a set of specially tailored schemes in
order to enhance their competitiveness.
• HDFC Bank branches will also extend support to MSME projects in the areas they are
located and other important industrial sectors in India.
Source: TOI

Announcements of Central Autonomous Corporations

•

The Union Government has decided to grant the employees of the Central Government and
Central Autonomous Corporations.
• The dearness allowance of these employees has been increased by 25 per cent i.e., from 164 per
cent of the basic salary to 189 per cent.
• Revised DA for these employees is applicable from 1st July.
Source: Nav-Bharat Times

Important News: Defense
Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) 2021
•
•

The 28th edition of the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) was held
from 02 to 04 September 2021.
Due to the ongoing epidemic-related difficulties, this year’s Symbex was planned without
any physical interaction in the form of a ‘sea only’ exercise organized by the Republic of
Singapore Navy (RSN) on the south coast of the South China Sea.

Key points
• The Indian Navy was represented by guided missile destroyer INS Ranvijay with a
helicopter from the ship, an ASW Corvette INS Kiltan and a guided missile Corvette INS
Kora and a P8I long range maritime patrol aircraft.
About Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX)
•

Simbex is an annual bilateral naval exercise organized by the Indian Navy and the Republic
of Singapore Navy (RSN).
• This exercise has been held annually since 1994.
• The two navies are represented in each other's marine information fusion centers and have
recently signed an agreement on mutual submarine rescue support and coordination.
Source: PIB
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Decision of the Armed Forces to include women in the NDA

•
•

Armed Forces had decided to include women in the National Defense Academy (NDA).
The decision to give women permanent commissions in the Defense forces through the
NDA has been taken at the highest levels in the armed forces, as well as in the government.
• Eligible and aspiring women candidates are denied access to prestigious National Defense
Academy on the basis of gender only and this violates their fundamental right to equality.
Source: Times of India

Indian Air Force to get new cargo planes

•
•

Indian Air Force to get the cargo aircraft.
The Cabinet Safety Committee recommended to procure a total of 56 C-295 cargo aircraft
with a carrying capacity of 4 to 10 tonnes.
• The HS 748 Avro cargo aircraft currently in the Indian Air Force will be replaced by the C295 cargo aircraft.
• The cargo planes will be used to transport essential supplies for paratroopers and the
military.
• Airbus' Airbus Defense and Space and Tata's Tata Advance Systems Limited will jointly
manufacture C-295 cargo aircraft in India.
About the C Airbus
• C-295 cargo aircraft have been operating in the air forces of 15 countries since 2001.
• These cargo planes have the capacity to carry a weight of up to 10 tons and up to 2000
kilometers in one go.
• The inclusion of these state-of-the-art cargo aircraft in the world will add value to the
strength of the Indian Air Force.
Source: Times of India
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Science and Technology
Integrated Vaccine Testing

•
•
•

The US firm NovaVax announced on September 8, 2021, that it has begun early testing to
evaluate the safety and immunity of the combined seasonal influenza and Covid-19
vaccines.
The test will be performed on 640 healthy adults aged 50-70 years and in Australia.
All test participants will be those who have previously been infected with the coronavirus or
have been vaccinated with the official Covid-19 vaccine at least eight weeks before the study.

Combined vaccine test
• Clinical trials will be conducted with NovaVax's recombinant protein-based Covid-19
vaccine NVX-CoV2373 and NanoFlu ™ vaccine candidate and Saponin-based Matrix-M
auxiliary in the same formulation (COVID-NanoFlu Combination Vaccine).
• The NovaVax Covid-19 vaccine, NVX-CoV2373 and Nanoflu have previously shown strong
results as independent vaccines in Phase 3 clinical trials.
• Combined vaccine trials are expected to begin by the end of 2021.
Source: ANI News

Schemes
INSPIRE Awards - MANAK

•
•

The 8th National Level Exhibition and Project Competition (NLEPC) for the
INSPIRE Awards – MANAK (Million Minds Augmenting National
Aspiration and Knowledge), has commenced.
It is showcasing the innovative ideas from 581 students representing various States and
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UTs of the country.
About The INSPIRE Awards - MANAK scheme
• The INSPIRE Awards - MANAK scheme is aligned with the ‘Start-up India’.
• It aims to motivate students in the age group of 10-15 years and studying in classes 6 to
10 to become future innovators and critical thinkers.
About INSPIRE scheme:
• Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) was approved
by the Government of India for implementation through the Department of
Science & Technology to promote science and attract talents for pursuing career in
research.
• It was launched by the Prime Minister on 31st December 2008.
Source: PIB

Awards and Honours
Dilip Mazgaonkar was given the Lifetime Achievement Award while
Pratibha Ranade was given the Sahitya Seva Gratitude Award
•

•

•

Dilip Majgaonkar, Head of Rajhans Prakashan, was honored with the Lifetime Achievement
Award for his work in the field of literature based on Rajhans Prakashan. The award had
already been announced to them but the award was not distributed due to the background
of COVID-19.
On the occasion of World Book Day on 23rd April, the Publishers' Association presents the
prestigious * Lifetime Achievement Award * and * Literary Service Gratitude Award * for
special publishers. This time, of course, the award had to be postponed.
Writer Pratibha Ranade has also been selected for the Sahitya Seva Gratitude Award.

Source: Loksatta

Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 Winners
• Recently, the 63rd Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 was announced.
Key Points
List of Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 Awardees:
• Dr. Firdausi Qadri, Bangladesh (Affordable Vaccine Champion)
• Roberto Ballon, Philippines (Fisherman, Community Environmentalist)
• Steven Muncy, Southeast Asia (Humanitarian, Peace Builder)
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•
•

Muhammad Amjad Saqib, Pakistan (Poverty Alleviation Visionary)
Watchdoc, Indonesia (Media Truth Crusaders)

About Ramon Magsaysay Award:
• It was established in April 1957 and is regarded as the Asian version of the Nobel Prize.
• The award is named after Ramon Magsaysay, the third president of the Republic of the
Philippines after World War II.
• The Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation gives the prize to Asian individuals achieving
excellence in their respective fields.
• The Award is presented in a formal ceremony in Manila, Philippines on August 31 st each
year.
Source: The Hindu

Sports
Tokyo Paralympics 2020: India ranks 24th with a record 19 medals
•
•
•

India completed its campaign at the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 with 19 medals, including five
gold, eight silver and six bronze.
This is the best number of medals for India in the Paralympic Games.
Out of 162 nations, India is ranked 24th in the overall medal tally.
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Indian flag carriers
• Javelin thrower Chand was the flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the Tokyo
Paralympics.
• At the closing ceremony, shooter Avni Lekhra was the flag bearer of India.
India in Paralympics 2020
• India sent the largest contingent of 54 para-athletes to the Tokyo Paralympics to participate
in as many as 9 sports events.
• Earlier, India had won a total of 12 Paralympic medals till Rio in 2016 after first appearing
in the Paralympics in 1968.
• Paralympic 2020 Indian theme song "Kar De Kamal Tu". The composer and singer of the
song is Sanjeev Singh, a Divyang cricketer from Lucknow.

Source: ANI News

At the Tokyo Paralympics, Indian athletes won 19 medals

•
•

The Tokyo Paralympics came to an end. In the closing ceremony, shooter Avni Lekhra was
honored as the flag bearer.
At the Paralympics this year, about 4,500 athletes from 163 countries competed in 540
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•
•

events in 22 sports.
The next competition will be held in Paris.
India has won a total of 19 medals, including five gold, eight silver and six bronze.

Source: AIR

Noida DM Suhas LY becomes 1st IAS officer to win Paralympic medal

•

Noida District Magistrate Suhas LY became the 1st IAS officer to win a medal in Badminton
at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics Games.
• The 38-year-old Suhas LY made history by winning a silver medal in the men’s singles SL4
category on September 5, 2021.
• Yahtiraj came second to the top seed and world champion Lucas Mazur of France. Suhas
has an impairment in one of his ankles.
• Suhas came second in the finals against Lucas Mazur 21-15, 17-21, 15-21. Suhas who is
currently ranked World No. 3 in the SL4 category won the first set before losing to Mazur in
the next two sets in a 62-minutes summit clash. In total, the Indian Paralympic Badminton
player Suhas played three matches including the semifinals on September 4, 2021, before
the final match at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics Games.
Source: Lokmat

Formula 4 races in India

•
•

•

The International Automobile Federation has permitted to hold the Divisional Indian
Championships and Formula-4 Indian Championships in the country.
in February 2022, Divisional Championships will be held in
- New Delhi
- Chennai
- Coimbatore
- Hyderabad
For the first time in the history of the world, the top licensing points of the International
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Automobile Federation will be earned for these world championships.
• Note: Only F3 vehicles that certified by the International Automobile Federation can
participate in the races.
Source: Times of India

Reports and Indexes
THE World University Rankings 2022

•

The Times Higher Education (THE) released World University Rankings
2022.
Global Ranking:
• The University of Oxford, UK tops the ranking for the sixth consecutive year.
• Colleges from the United States continue to dominate the top 20 ranks, with California
Institute of Technology, Harvard University and Stanford University taking
the second, third and the fourth spot respectively.
India’s Ranking:
• Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru is the country’s top performing
institute, but is ranked in the 301-350 bracket.
• It is followed by IIT Ropar and JSS Academy of Higher Education and Research. Both
are in the 351-400 bracket.
• Overall, India is home to 35 of the world’s top 1,000 universities.
Source: Indian Express

New Appointments
Nine judges sworn in the Supreme Court
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•
•
•
•
•

Nine newly appointed judges of the Supreme Court were sworn in 7th Sep 2021.
The number of judges in this court is 33.
For the first time in the history of the country, nine judges were sworn in at the same time.
Chief Justice N. V. Raman administered the oath of office to him.
Nine judges were sworn in at the Supreme Court. Abhay Srinivasa Oak, Justice. Vikram
Nath, Justice. Jitendra Kumar, Justice. Maheshwari, Justice. Hima Kohli and Justice. BV
Nagaratna.
• C. T. Ravi Kumar, Justice. M. M. Sundaresh, Justice. Bella M. Trivedi, Justice. P. S.
Narasimha was also sworn in.
Source: Mumbai Times

Miscellaneous
Nutrition Awareness Campaign

•

•
•

•

•

Under "Poshan Mah", a series of "Poshan Jagarukata Abhiyan" (Poshan Jagruti Abhiyan)
programs are being organized in different parts of Mumbai in different sections of the
society.
The programs are being organized jointly by the Union Ministry of Women and Child
Development and the Union Ministry of Minorities.
Nutrition Awareness Program Anjuman-e-Islam Girls School, and Mahatma Gandhi Seva
Mandir Hall-Bandra West; Our Lady of Good Counsel High School- Shiva; And Dadar
Official Institution - Dadar.
Christian, Buddhist, Muslim, Parsi, Jain and Sikh minorities as well as women from poor
and backward areas will attend the event along with their families. They will be informed
about the benefits of nutrition and nutrition kits will also be distributed.
Earlier, Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani visited the
Integrated Child Development Services
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Center at Dharavi and held discussions with ICDS beneficiaries and NGOs. They will also
visit the homes of the beneficiaries under the scheme.

Source: AIR News

Delhi government launches ‘Business Blasters’ Program
•
•
•
•
•

Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi, Manish Sisodia launched the ‘Business Blasters’ program
on September 7, 2021.
This program was launched with the aim of developing young entrepreneurs at school-level
by providing students some seed money in order to start a business.
It will be implemented across all the Delhi government schools under the
“Entrepreneurship Mindset Curriculum (EMC)”.
Under the program, class 11 and 12 students will be provided seed money of Rs 2,000 to
start their business.
The program was started at the School of Excellence Khichripur under a pilot project. 9
groups of 41 students were formed in this and they were provided the seed money of Rs
1,000. They made huge profits in it.

Source: TOI
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