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Weekly Current Affairs
4th Week September 2021
Important News: State
“Aap Ke Dwar - Ayushman'' mega drive in Gujarat

•
The mega-drive launched to monitor COVID-19 cases.
•
Under this drive to enrol them for Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana - PMJAY
& Ma Card scheme of the state government.
•
More than 75 thousand RTPCR and Rapid Antigen tests are being conducted
daily to check the Covid19 cases in the state.
Source: AIR

Integrated Aroma Dairy Entrepreneurship

•

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology Dr Jitendra Singh
has proposed Integrated Aroma Dairy Entrepreneurship for Jammu & Kashmir
to augment the income of farmers.
• The same can be effectively integrated with Aroma Mission which has already been
launched in J&K by CSIR under the aegis of Union Ministry of Science & Technology.
• Recently, CSIR Floriculture Mission has been launched in 21 States and Union
Territories of India.
About Aroma Mission:
• The Aroma Mission, also popularly referred as "Lavender or Purple Revolution",
has started from J&K and transformed the lives of farmers.
Nodal Agencies: The nodal laboratory is CSIR-Central Institute of Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants, Lucknow.
Source: PIB
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Important News: India
e-shram portal
•
Over 1 crore unorganised workers have registered on e-Shram portal since its launch
on August 26, 2021.

•
Objective: To prepare a comprehensive database of unorganised workers from
different sectors like construction, fishing, gig apparel manufacturing, street vending, ,
agriculture and allied, transport sector, and domestic work among others.
•
As per the Ministry of Labour and Employment, 43% of the beneficiaries are female
and 57 % are male.
•
Bihar, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal have seen the highest number of
registrations under the initiative.
Source: AIR

All beneficiaries in country will get fortified rice: Union govt.

•
To mitigate the anaemia and micro-nutrient deficiency in the country, the Centre
would supply Fortified rice through public distribution system within 2024 to all the
beneficiaries.
•
Fortifying rice involves grinding broken rice into powder, mixing it with nutrients,
and then shaping it into rice-like kernels using an extrusion process.
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•
These fortified kernels are then mixed with normal rice in a 1:100 ratio and
distributed for consumption.
•
All the beneficiaries of cover the PDS, anganwadis and MMS in at least the 112
aspirational districts will be covered
Source: AIR

National Steering Committee

•

The Ministry of Education has formed the 12 member National Steering
Committee for the development of National Curriculum Frameworks in line
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
• The committee will be chaired by former ISRO Chairman Dr K Kasturirangan. He
was also Chairman of the Drafting Committee of NEP, 2020.
Terms of Reference of the Committee:
• As per the perspectives of the NEP 2020, the Committee will develop four National
Curriculum Frameworks- i.e., the National Curriculum Framework for School
Education, National Curriculum for Early Childhood Care and Education, National
Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education and National Curriculum Framework for
Adult Education.
• Tenure of the National Steering Committee will be three years from the date of its
notification.
Source: PIB

Important News: World
AUKUS Group

•
•

•

•

The US, UK and Australia have announced the formation of AUKUS – a new
trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific region.
It was announced in a joint address by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, his
Australian counterpart Scott Morrison and US President Joe Biden with a vision for a
safer and more secure Indo-Pacific.
Under the AUKUS alliance, the 3 nations have agreed to enhance the development of
joint capabilities and technology sharing, foster deeper integration of security and
defence-related science, technology, industrial bases and supply chains.
Under the first major initiative of AUKUS, Australia would build a fleet of nuclearpowered submarines with the help of the US and the UK, a capability aimed at
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promoting stability in the Indo-Pacific region.
Source: TOI

Important News: Economy
Reforms in Telecom Sector

•

The Union Cabinet approved a number of structural and process reforms in the Telecom
sector.
• These are expected to protect and generate employment opportunities, promote healthy
competition, protect interests of consumers, infuse liquidity, encourage investment and
reduce regulatory burden on Telecom Service Providers (TSPs).
About the Main Reforms:
• Rationalization of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR): Non-telecom revenue will be
excluded on prospective basis from the definition of AGR.
• Spectrum Tenure: In future Auctions, tenure of spectrum increased from 20 to 30
years. Surrender of spectrum will be permitted after 10 years for spectrum acquired in
the future auctions.
• FDI: To encourage investment, 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) under
automatic route permitted in Telecom Sector.
• Auction calendar fixed - Spectrum auctions to be normally held in the last quarter of
every financial year.
• Moratorium/Deferment of upto four years in annual payments of dues arising out of the
AGR judgement, with however, by protecting the Net Present Value (NPV) of the due
amounts being protected.
Source: PIB

Important News: Defense
Exercise ‘Surya Kiran’

•

15th Edition of Indo - Nepal Joint Military Training Exercise ‘Surya Kiran’
between Indian Army and Nepali Army commenced from 20 September 2021 at
Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand.
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•
•

It will continue till 03 October 2021.
During this exercise, an Infantry Battalion from Indian Army and an equivalent strength
from Nepali Army would be sharing their experiences gained during the conduct of
various counter-insurgency operations over a prolonged period in their respective
countries.
• Also, there would be a series of Expert Academic Discussions on various subjects such as
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief, High Altitude Warfare, Jungle Warfare
etc.
• The exercise is part of an initiative to develop inter-operability and sharing expertise
between the two nations.
• Note: Last edition of Exercise Surya Kiran was conducted in Nepal in 2019.
Source: PIB

Environment
Sea Cucumber
•
The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) team at Mandapam, Tamilnadu seized two tonnes
of sea cucumber on 19th Sep 2021.
•
Quantity: 200 gunny bags of sea cucumber weighing 2000 kg
•
Sea cucumbers are in high demand in China and Southeast Asia.

About the species
•
Sea Cucumbers are marine animal with a leathery skin
•
Sea cucumbers are part of a larger animal group called echinoderms, which also
contains starfish and sea urchins.
•
Sea cucumber is a banned marine species
•
Sea cucumber in India is treated as an endangered species listed under schedule I of
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972.
•
It is primarily smuggled from Tamil Nadu to Sri Lanka in fishing vessels from
Ramanathapuram and Tuticorin districts.
Source: PIB, AIR

Biosphere Reserve
•

UNESCO designated Mura-Drava-Danube (MDD) as the world’s first ‘5-country
biosphere reserve’.

www.byjusexamprep.com

About Mura-Drava-Danube (MDD):
• The biosphere reserve covers 700 kilometres of the Mura, Drava and Danube rivers and
stretches across Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary and Serbia.
• The total area of the reserve — a million hectares — in the so-called ‘Amazon of Europe’,
makes it the largest riverine protected area on the continent.
• The new reserve “represents an important contribution to the European Green Deal and
contributes to the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy in the Mura-DravaDanube region.”
Biosphere Reserve:
• Biosphere reserves are sites established by countries and recognized under UNESCO's
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Program to promote sustainable development.
• There are 727 biosphere reserves in 131 countries, including 22 transboundary sites.
Biosphere Reserves in India:
• Presently, there are 18 Biosphere Reserves in India.
• Twelve of the eighteen biosphere reserves are a part of the World Network of Biosphere
Reserves, based on the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme list.
Source: DTE

Blue Flag Certification

•

The Kovalam beach in Tamil Nadu and Eden beach in Puducherry have been
awarded the prestigious Blue Flag certification, an international eco-level tag.
• India now has 10 Blue Flag beaches.
• Foundation for Environment Education (FEE) in Denmark which accords the
globally recognized eco-label - Blue Flag certification, has also given re-certification for 8
nominated beaches Shivrajpur-Gujarat, Kappad-Kerala, Ghoghla-Diu,
Kasarkod and Padubidri-Karnataka, Rushikonda- Andhra Pradesh, GoldenOdisha and Radhanagar- Andaman and Nicobar, which were awarded the Blue
Flag certificate in 2020.
About Blue Flag Certification:
• It is a globally recognized eco-label accorded on the basis of 33 stringent criteria in four
major heads which are environmental
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education and information, bathing water quality, environmental management and
conservation and safety and services in the beaches.
Source: PIB

Schemes

Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana (RKVY)

•

The Ministry of Railways launched Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana under the aegis of
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).
About Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana (RKVY):
• The aim is to impart training skills to the youth in various trades to bring qualitative
improvement.
• The training will be provided to 50000 candidates over a period of three years.
• The training will be provided in 4 trades viz. Electrician, Machinist, Welder and Fitter.
• The scheme is being launched for 1000 participants initially and will be over and above
the training provided to apprentices under the Apprentice Act 1961.
About Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY):
• It is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) implemented by National Skill Development Corporation.
• The 1st version of PMKVY was launched in 2015.
• PMKVY 2.0 was launched for 2016-20.
• PMKVY 3.0 was launched in 2021.
Source: PIB

Awards and Honours

Swami Brahmanand Award 2021

•

Anand Kumar, Mathematician was conferred with the Swami Brahmanand
Award 2021 for his contribution in the
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field of education through his 'Super 30' initiative.
About Swami Brahmanand Award:
• The award is given every year to people who have done special work in the education
sector or for the welfare of the cow.
• It has been instituted in the name of Swami Brahmananda, a freedom fighter, former
MP and a saint known for his sacrifices and his contribution in the field of education.
• Note: Friederike Irina Bruening, a German national, received the first Swami
Brahmanand Award for cow protection in 2019.
Source:TOI

Important Days
International Day of Peace

•
•

Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September.
The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering better for an
equitable and sustainable world”.
Background:
• The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations General
Assembly.
• Two decades later, in 2001, the General Assembly unanimously voted to designate the
Day as a period of non-violence and cease-fire.
Source: un.org

September 23, International Day of Sign Languages

•

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has proclaimed 23 September as
the International Day of Sign Languages (IDSL) in order to raise awareness of the
importance of sign language.
• The 2021 theme, declared by the World Federation of the Deaf, is “We Sign For
Human Rights”.
Background:
• The proposal for the Day came from the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), a
federation of 135 national associations of deaf people.
• The International Day of Sign Languages was first celebrated in 2018 as part of the
International Week of the Deaf.
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• The International Week of the Deaf was first celebrated in September 1958.
Source: un.org

Sports
Indian Paralympic contingent to work in few areas outside sports

•
The move is aimed to motivate people and help bring changes to mark the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav
•
India had sent the highest ever contingent of 54 Divyang sports persons across nine
disciplines in the recently concluded Tokyo Paralympics.
•
The Indian Paralympians created history by winning 19 medals.
Source: AIR

National Open Athletics

Harmilan Kaur sets national record in 1500m on the second day of the 60th National
Open Athletics Championships .
•
The championship organised in Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Hanamkonda in
Telangana.
•
Naresh Kumar (Andhra Pradesh) and Tarandeep Kaur (Delhi) honoured as the fastest
male and female athlete of the meet by winning the 100 metres dash.
Source: AIR
•

India’s 70th Chess Grandmaster

• R Raja Rithvik from Telangana has become India’s 70th Chess Grandmaster
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(GM), achieving his third and final norm at a recent event in Hungary.
• Rithvik, who earned his first GM norm in 2019, achieved his second and third norms in
less than a month.
• Viswanathan Anand became the 1st GM from India in 1988.
• Pune’s Harshit Raja became India’s 69th GM in August 2021.
Source: The Hindu

Reports and Indexes
‘Ease of Doing Business’ report

•
•

The World Bank Group has decided to discontinue the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ report.
The World Bank has now said that a new approach will be worked out to assess
countries' business and investment climates.
• In August 2020, World Bank paused the publication of the Doing Business report
following a number of irregularities were reported regarding changes to the data.
• The international financial institution later confirmed that the changes were
inconsistent with the Doing Business methodology.
About Ease of Doing Business Report:
• The Ease of Doing Business Report was introduced in 2003 to provide an assessment of
objective measures of business regulations and their enforcement across 190 economies.
India’s Performance:
• In 2014, India was at 142nd position on the Ease of Doing Business Index and made
significant improvements after the government launched an ambitious program of
regulatory reforms.
• India moved to 63rd position on World Bank's Ease of Doing Business Ranking 2020.
Source: The Hindu

New Chief of Air Staff

•
•

New Appointments

Government has decided to appoint Air Marshal V R Chaudhari, presently Vice
Chief of Air Staff, as the next Chief of the Air Staff after the retirement of Air Chief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria on 30th September, 2021.
V R Chaudhari was commissioned into the Fighter stream of Indian Air Force on
29th December 1982 and has held various Command, Staff and Instructional
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Appointments at various levels including the present one as Vice Chief of Air Staff.
Chaudhari is a recipient of the Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and
the Vayu Sena Medals.
Source: Indian Express
•

Miscellaneous
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

•
Department of Commerce to observe ‘Vanijya Saptah’ from 20-26 September, 2021,
marking the 75 years of progressive India and its glorious history
•
The Ministry of Commerce & Industry is organizing special events and programmes
throughout next week as part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations.
•
This includes mega events in 100 districts, organized by the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade along with Export and Market Development Assistance and
state governments.
•
Five National Seminars and Exhibitions will be organized by the Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade in five regions of the country, - North, South, East, West
and North-East.
Source: PIB, AIR

The largest veterinary center

•
The largest veterinary center in India is being set up in Pune, Maharashtra.
•
The Forest Department will set up an Infection Treatment Center at Bawadhan to
provide timely treatment to injured animals.
•
The center, to be set up on an area of 22 acres, will provide shelter to disabled
animals.
•
The injured animals currently live in a three-acre area of Rajiv Gandhi Snake Park in
Katraj.
•
Due to the increase in the number of animals, it has been decided to start an infection
treatment center at Bawadhan.
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•

Source: AIR

Paithani saree
•
•
•
•

Yeola in Nashik district has got the geographical exhibition status of Paithani here.
Therefore, this paithani saree has got a place on the postage stamp.
The envelope was recently unveiled by Postal Superintendent.
Recently, grapes and onions have also been given a place on postage stamps.

Source: AIR News

Multi-member ward method

•

The decision to implement multi-member ward system instead of one-member ward
system in Municipal Corporations and Municipal Councils was taken at the state cabinet
meeting.
• It was decided to amend the law to ensure reservation of backward class citizens in civic
bodies.
• The existing one-member ward system will remain in the Mumbai Municipal
Corporation. Given Mumbai's huge population and the number of voters in the wards, it
is not possible to create a multi-member system.
• It was decided at the meeting that a sugar museum would be set up to showcase the
development of the sugar industry in Maharashtra.
Source: AIR News

