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Weekly One Liners Updates 
15-21st July 2021  

 
Dear readers, 
Weekly One Liners Updates is a collection of important news and events that occurred in the third week (15-21st) of July 
2021. This file is important for, Banking, SSC, Railway & Insurance exams. 
 

 
Banking & Financial Awareness 

 

1. The Reserve Bank of India has imposed restrictions on which company for adding new domestic customers with effect 
from 22nd July 2021 _________ Mastercard. 
Note: 
➢ This means MasterCard will not be allowed to add customers, be it for debit, credit or pre-paid cards onto its 

network as the entity has failed to comply with the directions on Storage of Payment System Data. 
➢ It will not impact existing Mastercard customers 
➢ It may be recalled that RBI had issued a circular in April 2018, directing all system providers to ensure that all 

information related to payments systems operated by them are stored in India.   
2. In July 2021, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the license of which cooperative bank __________ Shivajirao 

Patil Nilangekar Urban Co-operative Bank. 
Note:  
➢ Bank ceases to carry on banking business with effect from the close of business on July 14, 2021.  
➢ RBI cancelled the license of the bank as the bank does not have adequate capital and earning prospects and does 

not comply with the provisions of section 11(1) and section 22 (3) of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 
3. BUSY, a business accounting software, partners with which bank for banking solutions ___________ ICICI Bank. 

Note:  
➢ The integration will help BUSY users gain better accessibility in managing their banking, improving their business 

efficiencies. 
➢ Under this partnership, ICICI Bank's current account holders can securely connect their bank account to BUSY 

Accounting Software.  
➢ This integration will allow BUSY users to reconcile their bank statements automatically, do accounting, fetch bank 

details, make payments, etc. 
4. The government notified a hike in the foreign direct investment (FDI) limit in pension fund management to what percent 

under the national pension system (NPS) ________ 74%. 
Note 
➢ The higher foreign investment limit in pension fund managers (PFMs) follows a Parliament nod in March to hike 

FDI limit in insurance business to 74% from 49%.The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 
(PFRDA) Act links the FDI ceiling in the sector to the same in the insurance sector. 

➢ Four out of seven PFMs managing the NPS corpus namely HDFC Pension Management, ICICI Prudential Pension 
Funds, Kotak Mahindra Pension Fund and Aditya Birla Sun Life Pension Management have significant foreign 
investments. 

5. Who is the regulator of Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) launched by the government as Bad Bank to clean up bank 
books ________ RBI. 
Note:  
➢ It was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget Speech 2021-22 
➢ RBI is the regulator of Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs) 
➢ RBI has already prescribed a regulatory framework for the functioning of ARCs and there are well-laid norms for 

transfer of stressed assets by banks and non-banking finance companies to ARCs.  
6. The duration of Stand-Up India Scheme has been extended to _____________ 2025. 

Note:  
➢ Centre has extended the duration of ‘Stand Up India Scheme’ up to the year 2025. 
➢ The scheme was launched in 2016 to facilitate loans to Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and women borrowers 

promoting entrepreneurship among them. 
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7. What is the authorized capital of the recently incorporated National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) ________ 100 
crore. 
Note: 
➢ The National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) is a legal entity now and has been registered with the 

Registrar of Companies (RoC) Mumbai.  
➢ According to data available with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), NARCL was incorporated on July 7 with 

an authorised capital of Rs 100 crore and paid-up capital of Rs 74.6 crore.  
➢ The Indian Banks Association (IBA) is likely to approach the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) this week to seek an ARC 

(asset reconstruction company) licence 
  

8. Which company has Acquires 40.95% Stake in Just Dial for Rs 3,497 Crore _______ Reliance Retail Ventures. 
Note:  
➢ RRVL will make an open offer to acquire additional up to 2.17 crore equity shares of Just Dial, representing 26 per 

cent stake, in accordance with Sebi Takeover Regulations, a regulatory filing said. 
➢ VSS Mani will continue as Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of Just Dial through the next phase of 

growth, it added. 
9. Which bank has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with NABARD to boost ongoing developmental initiatives 

linked to priority sector lending in Maharashtra _______Bank of Maharshtra. 
Note:  
➢ Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with National Bank for Agriculture 

& Rural Development (NABARD) to boost ongoing developmental initiatives linked to priority sector lending in 
Maharashtra. 

➢ The MoU envisages joint initiatives for the benefit of farmers, farmer producer organisations, joint liability groups, 
self help groups, rural artisans, weavers, agri-preneurs, agri start-ups, micro, small and medium enterprises in the 
State 

10. Which company has acquired the RiskIQ, a San Francisco-based provider of cybersecurity services, including malware and 
spyware monitoring and mobile app security _______ Microsoft. 
Note:  
➢ RiskIQ’s services and solutions will join Microsoft’s suite of cloud-native security products, including Microsoft 365 

Defender, Microsoft Azure Defender, and Microsoft Azure Sentinel.  
➢ While Microsoft hasn’t valued the deal, Bloomberg reported that the company is said to be paying more than $500 

million for RiskIQ.  
11. Which firm has acquired artificial intelligence (AI)-based risk analysis platform TERA Finlabs, marking its third acquisition 

since inception ________ Razorpay. 
Note:  
➢ Bengaluru-based TERA Finlabs provides risk management software, along with customized credit offerings to make 

lending more affordable for consumers and profitable for lenders. 
12. Which country is the world’s largest consumer of gold ________China. 

Note:  
➢ India is the world’s second largest consumer of gold after China. 
➢ Swiss gold accounted for almost half of India’s imports of the yellow metal, at $16.3 billion, in 2020-21.  
➢ India imported gold worth $34.6 billion last fiscal against $28.2 billion in the previous year despite the raging 

Covid-19 pandemic. 
13. The Asian Development Bank has downgraded India’s economic growth forecast for the current financial year to __________ 

10 per cent. 
Note:  
➢ The projection for FY2022 (ending in March 2023), by which time much of India’s population is expected to be 

vaccinated, is upgraded from 7 per cent to 7.5 per cent as economic activity normalises. 
14. Banking and financial services major Goldman Sachs has opened a new facility in which city of India _________ Hyderabad. 

Note:  
➢ The new office is expected to have about 800 people by year-end and grow to over 2,500 people by 2023.  
➢ The new office will host functions across engineering, finance, human capital management, and support for 

consumer banking, and specialise in digital banking, artificial intelligence and machine learning areas. 
➢  
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Obituaries 
 

1. Renowned personality Mamnoon Hussain passed away recently, he was former President of which country ________ 
Pakistan. 
Note: 
➢ He was born in 1940 in Agra, British India and migrated to Pakistan during the 1947 partition. 
➢ Mamnoon Hussain served as the 12th President of Pakistan from 2013 to 2018. 
➢ In 1999, he was appointed as the governor of Sindh by then-President Rafiq Tarar, later he was removed from the 

post when the Government of then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was overthrown by then Pakistan Army Chief 

General Pervez Musharraf in a military coup d’état. 
2. Tennis Player and Grand Slam winner Shirley Fry Irvin belons to which country who was inducted in the International 

Tennis Hall of fame in 1970 has passed away recently ________ USA. 
Note:  
➢ She is one of the 10 women to win singles titles at all four major championships (championships of Australia, 

France, Britain (Wimbledon), and the United States). 
➢ Shirley Fry Irvin won her first Grand Slam title(singles) at the 1951 French Open against her doubles partner Doris 

Hart. 
➢ She was ranked among the world’s top ten in 1946 and 1948 and from 1950 to 1956. 

3. Renowned personality Gautam Benegal passed away recently he was a veteran __________ Filmmaker. 
Note:  
➢ At 16, Gautam illustrated for children’s magazine Sandesh. He made films for the Films Division of India and his 

movies have also been nominated for film festivals in Teheran, Belarus, Hiroshima, and Cairo among other places.  
➢ He had received the National award (Rajatkamal) Best animation Film for 2010: The Prince and the Crown of Stone. 

 
 

 
Important Days 

 
1. What is the theme of the ‘World Youth Skills Day (WYSD) 2021 _________ Reimagining Youth Skills Post-Pandemic. 

Note: 
➢ World Youth Skills Day (WYSD) is observed on July 15 every year in order to recognize the strategic importance of 

equipping young people with skills for employment, decent work and entrepreneurship, and to highlight the crucial 
role of skilled youth in addressing current and future global challenges. 

➢ United Nations General Assembly declared 15 July as World Youth Skills Day in November 2014. 
 

2. World Day for International Justice, also referred to as Day of International Criminal Justice or International Justice Day is 
marked every year on which date _________17th July. 
Note:  
➢ The theme for the celebration of this year’s World Day of International Justice is “A Call for Social Justice in the 

Digital Economy.” 
 

3. Nelson Mandela International Day is observed every year on which date in honour of Nelson Mandela’s birthday 
__________18th July. 
Note:  
➢ The day was officially declared by United Nations in November 2009 and the day was held for first time on 18 July 

2010. 
➢ Theme 2021: One Hand Can Feed Another 
➢ UN General Assembly introduced Nelson Mandela Prize in 2014, which is given once every five year on 18th July to 

recognize the achievements of those who dedicated their lives to the service of humanity. 
4. When International Chess Day marked every year __________20th July. 

Note:  
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➢ The day celebrate one of the most ancient and most popular games in history that promotes fairness, equality, 
mutual respect and understanding among nations. 

➢ It was first observed in 1966, as proposed by UNESCO. 
5. The Science Exploration Day (Moon Day) is observed every year on __________ 20th July. 

Note:  
➢ In 1969, on this day Neil Armstrong and Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin became the first humans to land on the Moon’s 

surface. 
➢ The duo spent 21.5 hours on the surface of the moon out of which they spent 2.5 hours outside of their capsules. 
➢ Neil Armstrong was the first man to set foot on the moon’s surface. 
➢ The day was first observed in 1984 by then US President, Ronald Reagan. 

  
New Appointments 

 
1. Who has been appointed as the Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha after the resignation of Thawar Chand Gahlot 

_____________ Piyush Goyal. 
Note 
➢ He succeeded Thaawarchand Gehlot, who has taken charge as the Governor of Karnataka 
➢ He is a two-time Rajya Sabha Member and is currently the deputy leader of the NDA  
➢ He is serving as the Union Minister of Textiles, Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister of Consumer 

Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 
2. Who has become 1st Indian to be selected as gymnastics competition judge of the Olympic Games _______ Deepak Kabra. 

Note:  
➢ He will be seen officiating the men's artistic gymnasts at the Tokyo Games, which gets underway on July 23. 
➢ Commonwealth Games 2020 in India was his first international assignment and Kabra went on to become the first 

Indian judge to officiate in the 2014 Asian Games and Youth Olympics. 
 

3. Bandaru Dattatreya has been sworn in as the 18th governor of which state _________ Haryana. 
Note:  
➢ He was administered the oath of office by Punjab and Haryana High Court Chief Justice Ravi Shanker Jha 
➢ Prior to this, he was the Governor of Himachal Pradesh 
➢ He succeeded Satyadeo Narain Arya, who has been moved to Tripura 
➢ He was four-time MP and was first elected to Lok Sabha in 1991 from Secunderabad constituency 

4. Under whose chairmanship the IFSCA has constituted an expert committee to recommend the road map and approach 
towards the development of the ‘Longevity Finance Hub’ in GIFT International Financial Services Centre _______ Kaku 
Nakhate and Gopalan Srinivasan. 
Note:  
➢ The objective the committee is to serve the investment and wealth management needs of the ‘Silver Generation’ 

(People with age group 60 and above), comprising people aged 60 and above. 
➢ The expert committee will be co-chaired by Kaku Nakhate, Bank of America, Country Head (India), and Gopalan 

Srinivasan, Ex-CMD, New India Assurance Company Ltd. 
5. Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) ________ Sanjay Gupta. 

Note:  
➢ IAMAI has also named Facebook India Vice President and Managing Director Ajit Mohan as Vice Chairman of its 

association by succeeding Dhruv Shringi, Yatra.com co-founder and CEO. 
➢ Harshil Mathur, CEO and Co-founder of Razorpay was elected as the Treasurer of IAMAI succeeding Satyan Gajwani, 

Vice Chairman of Times Internet Ltd.  
6. Who has been sworn in as the 22nd Governor of Mizoram at Raj Bhavan in Aizawl ________ Kambhampati Hari Babu. 

Note:  
➢ He has been administered the oath of office by Gawahati High Court Judge, Justice Michael Zothankhuma  
➢ He succeeded P.S Sreedharan Pillai, who was appointed as the Governor of Goa 
➢ Gawahati High Court has jurisdiction over the states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, and Mizoram. 

 
7. Who has been appointed as the Press Attache of India's Olympic contingent at the Tokyo Olympic Games 2021 ___________ B 

K Sinha. 
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➢ B K Sinha has been appointed as the Press and Security Attache of India's Olympic contingent at the Tokyo Games 
➢ He is a former Haryana DGP and also a recipient of the President's Police Medal. 

 
 

 

Important News – India 
1. With which entity the Hyderabad based Startup incubator ‘T-Hub’ has launched a new program called ‘AIC T-HUB 

Foundation’ with an aim to support deep tech startups in the field of life science & healthcare sector ________ Atal 
Innovation Mission. 
Note: 
➢ The program is launched with an aim to support deep tech startups in the field of life science & healthcare sector. 
➢ It is a 3-month long foundational course, which is conducted in collaboration with various Industrial and education 

organisations. 
➢ A series of workshops will be conducted in the 3-months program, covering various sectors like – Financial 

Planning, Lead Generation, Value proposition, among others. 
2. Union cabinet has approved the continuation of Centrally Sponsored Scheme ‘National AYUSH Mission (NAM)’ till 

__________2026. 
Note:  
➢ It will now be implemented from April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2026. 
➢ Govt has allocated Rs. 4607.30 crore (Rs 3,000 crore as Central Share and Rs. 1607.30 crore as State Share) for the 

scheme to be invested for five years. 
➢ NAM Mission was introduced in 2014 and is being implemented by Ministry of AYUSH to provide cost effective 

AYUSH Services. 
 

3. Which railway station has been renamed as Banaras by the Northeastern railways (NER) ________ Manduadih Railway 
Station. 
Note:  
➢ NER has replaced the old signboard with the new one which read 'Banaras' in Hindi, Sanskrit, English, and Urdu. 
➢ Code for the station with the new identity will now be ‘BSBS,’ starting from 12am today and will be reflected on all 

the tickets booked. 
4. PM Modi inaugurated a five-star hotel built on the top of which railway station _________ Gandhinagar Railway Station. 

Note: 
➢ The newly-built 318-room five-star hotel atop the redeveloped Gandhinagar Railway Station will be the first such 

hotel in India.  
➢ The redevelopment of the Gandhinagar Railway Station and construction of the five-star hotel on top of the station 

started in January 2017 after Prime Minister Modi performed the ground-breaking.  
➢ The redevelopment of Gandhinagar Railway Station has been completed at a cost of 71.5 crore rupees. 

5. With which ministry the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding for mutual 
collaboration in the field of Polar Biology ________ Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
Note:  
➢ Under the agreement, both organizations will work under one roof and work jointly to address relevant questions 

in Polar Biology. 
➢ The centre point of collaboration between the 2 entities will be the biotechnological applications of polar microbes. 
➢ The MoU was signed by Renu Swarup, Secretary of DBT & Dr. Madhavan Nair Rajeevan, Secretary of MoES. 

6. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated International Cooperation and Convention Centre named as ‘Rudraksh’ in 
Varanasi, which has been constructed with financial assistance from __________ Japan. 
Note:  
➢ The centre will provide opportunities for social and cultural interactions between people at the international 

convention centre 
➢ It is ideal for holding international conferences, exhibitions and music concerts and other events and the gallery is 

done up with murals depicting Varanasi's art, culture and music 
➢ As many as 108 Rudraksha have been installed at this convention centre and its roof is shaped like a Shiva Linga. 
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7. The Indian Academy of Highway Engineers (IAHE) under the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MORTH) has signed 
pact with which university to set up a Centre for Advanced Transportation Technology and Systems (CATTS) at its 
headquarter in Noida _________ University of New South Wales (UNSW), Australia. 
Note:  
➢ CATTS will be a centre of excellence (CoE) to promote industries and startups from Australia and India in the 

transportation sector. 
➢ It will also provide opportunities for innovation, research and development of advanced transport systems. 

8. Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) has inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with whom 
to enable the map services in “UMANG App” in order to ease the lives of citizens _________ MapmyIndia. 
Note:  
➢ After the integration of UMANG with MapmyIndia Maps, citizens will be able to find government facilities nearest to 

their location, such as mandis, blood banks, and much more, at the click of a button.  
➢ They will also be able to see these on the most detailed and interactive street and village level maps of India, built 

by MapmyIndia. 
9. Which entity has signed an MoU with Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) for gender sensitization of 

police personnel across India _________ National Commission for Women (NCW). 
Note:  
➢ Aim: to ensure gender sensitization of police personnel with respect to legislation and policies concerning women 

and bringing attitudinal and behavioral changes in police officers while dealing with crimes against women. 
➢ The training will be conducted for a duration of three-five days. 

10. Google Cloud has launched its new cloud region in which region of India _________ Delhi-NCR. 
Note:  
➢ This is the second Google Cloud region in India after Mumbai and the 10th in Asia-Pacific. 
➢ The need for a second cloud region in India stems from the enormous growth in demand for capacity building, 

disaster recovery solutions and low latency. 
➢ Apart from Delhi-NCR region, there are existing 25 Google Cloud regions across the Americas, Europe and Asia-

Pacific connected via Google’s network. 
11. Government has decided to set up ‘Indian Institute of Heritage’ in which city of India __________ NOIDA. 

Note:  
➢ It is being set up as Deemed to be University by integrating Institute of Archaeology, School of Archival Studies 

under National Archives of India, New Delhi, National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property 
Lucknow, National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology (NMICHM) and Academic Wing 
of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Delhi. 

12. Which organization has organized the second edition of Digital Conference & Exhibition ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat – Self-
Reliance for Renewable Energy Manufacturing’ __________ CII. 
Note:  
➢ As a part of Conference a 15-day Digital Exhibition also initiated showcasing the latest from the Renewable Energy 

world. 
➢ Union Minister Raj Kumar Singh announced that India will exceed its target of reducing carbon emission to 33% set 

by 2030 under the Paris agreement. 
13. Which institution has partnered with Prasar Bharati to establish Centre of Excellence for Media and Broadcasting 

Technologies promoting NextGen broadcasting technology  ___________ IIT Kanpur. 
Note:  
➢ Prasar Bharati has partnered with IIT Kanpur to establish Centre of Excellence for Media and Broadcasting 

Technologies promoting NextGen broadcasting technology 
➢ It will be cover Next Generation Broadcast Technology Trial, Automatic Speech Recognition for Speech Subtitling 

and Archival Content Retrieval through Audio and Text Query. 
14. Indian Oil Corporation will set up India’s first Green Hydrogen plant in which city of India _________ Mathura. 

Note:  
➢ Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) will set-up first ‘green hydrogen’ plant of India at Mathura to meet the growing 

demand for both oil and cleaner forms of energy. 
➢ Green hydrogen production is the ultimate clean hydrogen resource and uses renewable energy to create hydrogen 

fuel. 
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Important News – State 
 

1. Which state/UT signed an MoU with ‘Sikkim State Organic Certification Agency’ regarding the implementation of 
‘Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana’ and Mission Organic Development Initiative in the region ________Ladakh. 
Note: 
➢ Aim is to convert Ladakh into a certified organic UT by 2025. 
➢ 3 Phases: The UT plans to achieve the organic status through 3 phases, in the first phase, 85 villages will be 

identified to convert 5000 hectares of land into organic and in the 2nd phase, 82 villages will be covered with 
10,000 hectares and under the 3rd phase, 79 villages (the remaining areas) will be covered. 

➢ Sikkim was declared as the 1st ‘100 percent organic state’ in the world by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (UN FAO). 

2. India’s 1st Grain ATM called ‘Automated, Multi Commodity, Grain Dispensing Machine’ has been installed in which state 
________ Haryana. 
Note:  
➢ It has been set up as part of a pilot project under the ‘World Food Programme’ of the United Nations. 
➢ The machine which works like Bank ATMs can dispense approximately 70 kg of grains in 5-7 minutes’ It will 

dispense the quantity of ration as allocated by the Haryana government per individual family in the respective food 
bag designated at the ATM machine. 

3. Annual month-long festival ‘Asha Bonalu’ is celebrated in which state _________ Telangana. 
Note:  
➢ During this, Ministers of State Talasani Srinivas Yadav for Animal Husbandry, Fisheries and Cinematography of 

Telangana and Allola Indrakaran Reddy for Endowments, Law and Forest, Environment, Science and Technology 
presented the silk robes to the goddess on behalf of the state government. 

➢ The festival will culminate on August 8, 2021. 
4. Which state government has unveiled an Electric Bike Taxi scheme-2021 to ensure affordable first-and last-mile 

connectivity in major cities in the state _________ Karnataka. 
Note:  
➢ This will serve as a bridge between public transport and daily commuters. 
➢ It will boost self-employment, promote eco-friendly environment, fuel conservation, reduce travel time and 

inconvenience, strengthen public transport and encourage establishing related industries. 
➢ The distance between the origin and destination for a trip shall not be more than 10 km. 

5. Which state government has launched the new Electric Vehicle Policy -2021 to accelerate the adoption of Battery Electric 
Vehicles in the country _________ Maharshtra. 
Note:  
➢ This new EV policy is a revision of the 2018 policy and will exempt EVs from road tax and registration charges.  
➢ It is introduced with an aim to make Maharashtra the topmost producer of battery-powered electric vehicles in 

India. 
➢ It also aims for electric vehicles (EVs) to make up 10% of all new vehicle registrations, by 2025. 

6. Which international airport has signed a shareholder agreement with Noida International Airport Limited (NIAL) for the 
development of the Noida International Airport at Jewar ________ Zurich Airport. 
Note:  
➢ As per the agreement, NIAL will hold one golden share in Yamuna International Airport Pvt Ltd (YIAPL) and the 

right to nominate two directors to the board. 
➢ Two directors who will be part of the airport board are Arun Vir Singh, chief executive of NIAL, and Vishak Iyer, 

Director Civil Aviation, UP. 
7. India’s 1st Pod taxi service to be launched in which state _________ Uttar Pradesh. 

Note:  
➢ ‘Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority’ (YEIDA) has reported about the final Detailed Project 

Report (DPR) about the Project. 
➢ The project will cost Rs.862 crore and it will run around 14.5 km between the airport and film city. 
➢ On July 17, 2021, Zurich Airport International AG, the Swiss company, signed a shareholder agreement with Noida 

International Airport Limited (NIAL) for the development of the NIA in Jewar, UP. 
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8. ‘Shravan Harela’ festival celebrated in which state of India ________ Uttarakhand. 
Note:  
➢ The word Harela means “Green Leaves”. 
➢ The day also symbolises the new harvest and it is celebrated by planting the saplings. 
➢ The Harela festival also commemorates the wedding of Hindu Gods Shiva and Parvathi. 

9. Which state will be the first Indian state to issue educational documents using blockchain technology __________ 
Maharashtra. 
Note:  
➢ Currently only Singapore, Malta and Bahrain are the only other countries using this technology. 
➢ For this, Maharashtra government has partnered with LegitDoc and Each student will receive a 

“certficate_LegitDoc.zip” digital file containing the original PDF diploma certificate 
10. Which state has recently held first ever elections of Balika Panchayat that will take up issues pertaining to adolescent girls 

and women in the village ___________ Gujarat. 
Note:  
➢ Young females aged between 10 to 21 years contested elections for this unique Panchayat. 
➢ This Panchayat will be run by the girls and for the girls. 

 
Important News – World 

 
1. How many targets have been set up in the first official draft of a new Global Biodiversity Framework released by the UN 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to guide actions worldwide through 2030 to preserve and protect nature and its 
essential services to people _______21. 
Note:  
➢ The framework includes 21 targets for 2030 that call for, among other things, at least 30 per cent of land and sea 

areas global, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and its contributions to people, conserved 
through effective, equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-connected systems of protected areas 
and other effective area-based conservation measures. 

2. Which country has unveiled one of the World’s largest floating solar panel farms, which can produce enough electricity to 
power its five water treatment plants quadrupling its solar energy production by 2025 ________ Singapore. 
Note:  
➢ It is located on a reservoir in western Singapore 
➢ It is 60 megawatt-peak solar photovoltaic farm with 1,22,000 solar panels and has been built by a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of Sembcorp Industries. 
➢ It will help to reduce carbon emissions by about 32 kilo tonnes annually, comparable to taking 7,000 cars off the 

roads. 
3. Which has become the first Gulf country to open an embassy in Israel ________ UAE. 

Note:  
➢ UAE embassy is situated in the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, Israel, followed by the inauguration of Israel’s embassy in 

the UAE last month. 
➢ Normalisation of ties between UAE and Israel were discussed for the first time on trade and investment 

opportunities across various fields, including economy, air travel, technology and culture. 
➢ Sudan and Morocco have since also moved to establish ties with Israel 

4. European Commission (EC), the executive branch of European Union (EU) proposed plans to impose World’s 1st ‘Carbon 
Border Tax’ from _____2026. 
Note:  
➢ It aims to protect European industries from competitors abroad not subject to the same carbon levies. 
➢ During the transitional phase from 2023-25, Importers will monitor and report their emissions. 

5. Which among the following is not part of the Quad group formed for Afghanistan peace process ________ India. 
Note:  
➢ Representatives of the United States, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Uzbekistan agreed in principle to establish a new 

quadrilateral diplomatic platform focused on enhancing regional connectivity. 
➢ The parties consider long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan critical to regional connectivity and agree that 

peace and regional connectivity are mutually reinforcing. 
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➢ The parties see the establishment of the group as a means to bolster regional trade, build new transit routes and 
strengthen business ties. 

 
Honor & Awards 

 
1. Name the Malayalam Poet who have been honoured with the Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam (BKS)’s Literary Award for 2021 

for his contribution to the Malayalam language and literature __________ Omchery N N Pillai. 
Note:  
➢ NN Pillai hails from Vaikom, Kottayam, Kerala. 
➢ The award constitutes a cash prize of Rs 50000 and a citation. 
➢ The award was announced by P V Radhakrishna Pillai President of BKS, Varghese Karakal, general secretary of BKS 

and Firoz Thiruvathra, literary wing secretary. 
2. Who has won the best Actor award (male) in Cannes Film Festivals 2021 ______ Caleb Landry Jones. 

Note:  
➢ The Cannes film festival concluded in the south of France.  
➢ Here is a list of the main winners: 

Award   Winer  

Palme d'Or:   Julia Ducournau (Titane)  

Best director:   Leos Carax "Annette"  

  Best actress:   Renate Reinsve (Worst Person in the World)  

Best actor:   Caleb Landry Jones (Nitram)  

Best screenplay:  Hamaguchi Ryusuke and Takamasa Oe (Drive My Car)  

Best first film:   Antoneta Kusijanovic  (Murina)  

Best short film:  All The Crows In The World (Tang Yi) 

3. Who will be awarded with the Olympic Laurel at the Tokyo Games _______ Muhammad Yunus. 
Note:  
➢ Yunus, whose pioneering micro-lender has been hailed for cutting poverty across the globe, will be honoured for 

“his extensive work in sport for development.  
➢ The 81-year-old economist-turned-globe-trotting celebrity speaker won the Nobel in 2006. He will be given the 

award at the Tokyo 2020 opening ceremony on July 23. 
4. Which organization (s) has/have been awarded with the prestigious United Nations Development Fund (UNDP) Equator 

Prize for their work in the field of conservation and biodiversity ________ Aadhimalai Pazhangudiyinar Producer (APP) 
Company & Snehakunja Trust. 
Note:  
➢ They are among the 10 awardees  
➢ UNDP gives biennial award to recognize community efforts to reduce poverty through the conservation and 

sustainable use of biodiversity. 
➢ APP is a 1,700-member cooperative, managed and run entirely by indigenous people from Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve in Tamil Nadu. 
 

Sports News 
 

1. Who becomes the fastest batsman to notch up 14 ODI centuries reaching the milestone in 81 innings _______ Babar Azam. 
Note: 
➢ After failing to score in the 1st two matches, he returned to form, scoring 158 runs off 134 balls, including 14 

boundaries and 4 maximums. 
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➢ Babar notched up the triple-figure with a four of Saqib Mahmood's bowling in the 38th over of Pakistan's innings. 

2. Who has won the British Grand Prix 2021 for a record 8 times _________ Lewis Hamilton. 
Note:  
➢ The win was the 99th of seven-times world champion Hamilton's Formula One career, fourth of the current 

campaign. 

➢ The event was held at the Silverstone Circuit in the United Kingdom. 

➢ Monaco based Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc finished at second.  

➢ Hamilton’s teammate Valtteri Bottas (Finland) finished third after being told to let Hamilton through to chase 

Leclerc. 

3. In chess, who won the Sparkassen Trophy 2021 held in Dortmund, Germany _________ Viswanathan Anand. 
Note:  
➢ He defeated Vladimir Kramnik of Russia in his fourth and final round. 

➢ Playing white in a Tarrasch variation, Anand, a former world champion, settled for a draw in 40 moves, to win the 

match 2.5-1.5. 

➢ The event was played as part of the "No-Castling" Chess devised by the Russian GM. 

4. Who bagged top position in ICC Women's ODI Player Rankings in batting category ________ Mithali Raj. 
Note:  
➢ This is the ninth time that Mithali has reached the number one spot among batting players. 

➢ Apart from her, Babar Azam (Pakistan) reign at the top of the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s ODI Player Rankings. 

5. Which country has been inducted as a member in International Cricket Council ________ Tajikistan and Switzerland. 
Note:  
➢ Mongolia and Tajikistan have been inducted as the 22nd and 23rd Members from the Asia region while Switzerland 

is 35th Member from Europe region 

➢ These three newly inducted nations are now among ICC’s 94 Associate members 

. 

Books and Authors 
 

1. Who is the author of the book titled ‘The India Story’ _________ Bimal Jalan. 
Note: 
➢ The book focuses on India’s economic history and aims to provide lessons for the future of India’s political 

economy. 
➢ The India Story is published by Rupa Publications India. 
➢ He has previously written three books namely ‘India Then and Now’ (2020), ‘India Ahead’ (2018) and ‘Politics 

Trumps Economics’ (2012). 

2. Who has authored the book titled ‘Riding Free: An Olympic Journey’ ________ Imtiaz Anees. 
Note:  
➢ HarperCollins announced to present the story of an Indian equestrian rider and his Olympic dream ‘Riding Free: My 

Olympic Journey’ by Imtiaz Anees. 
➢ Imtiaz Anees is an equestrian Olympian, trainer, competitor, NBC commentator, qualified Level 2 instructor and 

coach educator.  
➢ As the only equestrian Olympian in India, he wants to share his knowledge and experience with all other riders and 

offers internship programmes to teach equine management through the book. 

3. Who has authored the book titled “The Long Game: How the Chinese Negotiate with India” _______ Vijay Gokhale. 
Note:  
➢ India and China have had a fractured relationship since the 1950s. The Long Game by Vijay Gokhale, published by 

Penguin Random House, details the various diplomatic strategies and tactics used by the Chinese for negotiation. 
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Gokhale, who has spent nearly four decades in the Indian Foreign Service before retiring as foreign secretary in 
January 2020, is an expert on Chinese diplomacy. 

 
Science and Defence 

 
1. Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh has launched an Artificial Intelligence (AI)-powered grievance management application in 

New Delhi that was developed by Ministry of Defence with the help of _________ IIT-Kanpur. 
Note: 
➢ The application has been developed by Ministry of Defence with the help of IIT-Kanpur. 

➢ It is the first AI based system developed to improve grievance redressal in the Government. 

➢ It has the capability to understand the content of the complaint based on the contents therein and can identify 

repeat complaints or spam automatically.  

2. Ordnance Factory of Tiruchirappalli handed over the locally assembled 12.7 mm Stabilized Remote Control Gun (SRCG) 
system to the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard for enhanced surveillance. The weapon is assembled through the 
transfer of technology (ToT) initiative with the support of which country __________ Israel. 
Note:  
➢ The first batch consisted of 25 weapons.  

➢ They were assembled in the Trichy factory through the transfer of technology (ToT) initiative with the support of 

Israel-based defence company Elbit Systems. 

➢ The SRCG is fitted with a 12.7 mm M2 NATO standard heavy machine gun. 

3. From which country the Indian Navy has received first two MH-60R Multi Role Helicopters (MRH) ________ USA. 
Note:  
➢ Indian Navy and the US Navy had signed Rs 15,157 crore ($2.13 billion) deal to buy 24 MH-60 Romeo helicopters, 

manufactured by Lockheed Martin, under foreign military sales from the US government in February 2020 

➢ It will begin the new era of defence collaboration and partnership between the US and India. 

4. The researchers at which IIT have developed an Artificial Intelligence-based mathematical model to identify cancer-
causing alterations in cells __________ IIT Madras. 
Note:  
➢ It will help to pinpoint genetic alterations responsible for cancer progression, which is difficult using present 

methodologies.  

➢ It will make use of a relatively unexplored technique of leveraging DNA composition 

5. Which country has successfully test-fired the Zircon Hypersonic Cruise Missile ________ Russia. 
Note:  
➢ Zircon meaning ‘Invincible’ is a winged, anti-ship hypersonic cruise missile. During the testing, the missile reached 

speeds of up to Mach 7. 

➢ Tsirkon hypersonic Cruise Missile is developed & manufactured by NPO Mashinostroyeniya. 

➢ It is capable of hitting targets at sea and on land, it has a range of 1000 kms and is capable of flying at the speed of 

Mach 9. 

➢ It is set to be deployed on both warships and submarines.  
6. Which nation has successfully test-fired S-500 air defence missile systems recently _______ Russia. 

Note:  

➢ Russia successfully test-fired new S-500 air defence missile systems from southern training range, Kapustin Yar.  

➢ S-500 is also known as Prometey or 55R6M Triumfator-M and is a Russian surface-to-air missile/anti-ballistic 

missile system and has been developed by Almaz-Antey Air Defence Concern. 

7. Which institution has developed first-of-its-kind Oxygen Rationing Device named as ‘AMLEX’ ________ IIT Ropar. 

Note:  
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➢ The device will supply a required volume of oxygen to the patient during inhalation and trips when the patient 

exhales CO2, saving oxygen which otherwise unnecessarily get wasted. 

➢ It can operate on both portable power supply (battery) as well as line supply (220V-50Hz). 
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