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Bi-weekly One Liners Updates 
16-31st March 2021  

 
Dear readers, 
Bi-Weekly One Liners Update is a collection of important news and events that occurred in the two weeks (16-31st) of 
March 2021. This file is important for, SSC and Railways exams. 
 

 

 
Banking & Financial Awareness 

 

1. As per the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) data, what is India’s position in terms of Foreign exchange (Forex) reserves 
holder ________ 4th. 
Note: 
➢ India’s foreign currency holdings fell by $4.3 billion to $580.3 billion and Russia’s forex holdings were $580.1 

billion.  
➢ As of March 2021, International Monetary Fund (IMF)table, China has the largest reserves, followed by Japan, 

Switzerland, India, and Russia. 
➢ Foreign exchange reserves are assets held on reserve by a central bank(RBI) in foreign currencies, which can 

include foreign currencies, bonds, treasury bills, and other government securities. 
2. The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs 2 crore on which bank for contravention of norms, including 

specific directions to the lender on remuneration to its employees in the form of commission _________ State Bank of India. 
Note:  
➢ The penalty has been imposed for contravention of certain sections of Banking Regulation Act and its specific 

directions of RBI issued to the bank on payment of remuneration to employees in the form of commission. 
3. Which telecom equipment maker has partnered with Microsoft, Amazon web services and Google to develop new cloud-

based 5G radio solutions with its radio access network (RNA) technology _________ Nokia. 
Note:  
➢ The goal of the partnerships is to develop new business cases, the company. 
➢ RAN is the part of a mobile telecommunication system.  
➢ This system implements a radio access technology.  

4. The Reserve Bank of India has asked all the banks in India to implement the image-based Cheque Truncation System (CTS) 
under respective grids in all its branches by_______ September 30, 2021. 
Note:  
➢ About 18,000 bank branches are still outside any formal clearing arrangement hence, it is proposed to bring all 

such branches under the CTS image-based clearing mechanism by September 2021. 
➢ On February 5, 2021, RBI had announced Pan-India coverage of CTS by bringing all branches of banks in the 

country under an image-based CTS clearing mechanism. 
5. Which becomes the India’s second renewable energy company has been named the Global Lighthouse Company by World 

Economic Forum(WEF) _________ ReNew Power. 
Note:  
➢ WEF Global Lighthouse Network recognizes companies using new technologies to achieve environmentally 

sustainable, community-supportive, profitable growth. 
➢ ReNew’s Hubli facility was specifically nominated as a Global Lighthouse for its ground-breaking work in the 

development and deployment of advanced analytics and machine learning solutions to increase the yield of 
ReNew’s wind and solar assets. 

6. Which public sector bank has incorporated a wholly-owned subsidiary which will deal with the banks' non-financial 
support services related to its credit card business ________ Punjab National Bank. 
Note:  
➢ The authorised capital of the company is Rs 25 crore, which is divided into 25 million shares of Rs 10 each, and the 

paid-up capital is Rs 15 crore. 
➢ It is important to note that among public sector banks, State Bank of India, the country’s largest lender, has a 

separate arm for its card business -- SBI Cards and Payment Services. 
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7. Which state-owned oil company and Israeli battery developer Phinergy formalised a joint venture to manufacture ultra-
lightweight metal-air batteries for electric vehicles (EVs) ________ Indian Oil Corporation (IOC). 
Note:  
➢ The equal joint venture will replace lithium with aluminum to make batteries that will charge faster and give a 

longer run. 
➢ This will "help overcome most of the challenges facing EVs including range anxiety. 

 
8. Which bank and Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) has signed first Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR) linked 

External Commercial Borrowing (ECB) deal with by replacing the London Inter-Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR) _________ State 
Bank of India. 
Note:  
➢ The SOFR linked ECB deal is for about $100 million with a maturity of 5 years.  
➢ This deal made by SBI & IOCL is the first SOFR linked ECB deal in India. It will facilitate other firms in India to take 

this as a reference to make a transition from Libor to Alternate Reference Rates (ARR) linked ECB. 
9. Which company has signed an initial pact with the National Productivity Council (NPC) to explore the business 

opportunities in consultancy services __________ Power Trading Corporation of India Limited. 
Note:  
➢ Under this pact, both NPC and PTC have agreed to jointly explore and develop business opportunities for 

consultancy/project management services in the areas of energy efficiency, renewable energy, productivity 
enhancements, quality assurances, optimization of technology, and others within India and overseas. 

10. Which IT company announced to acquire a 70 % stake in Ireland-based Perigord Asset Holdings Ltd for around Rs 182 
crore and plans to buy the remaining 30% shareholding over a period of 4 years ________ Tech Mahindra. 
Note:  
➢ It is intended to help in augmenting its expertise in the domains of global pharmaceutical, and HLS (Healthcare and 

Lifesciences). 
➢ It is a part of Tech Mahindra’s long-term growth plan which is to make a presence across key markets in Ireland, 

Germany, the USA, and India with enhanced global delivery 
11. Government's think tank NITI Aayog has kept how many public sector banks including state bank of India out of the 

privatization plan ______six.  
Note: 
➢ The other five PSBs are Punjab National Bank, Union Bank, Canara Bank, Indian Bank, Bank of Baroda.  
➢ The government will soon take a call on the two banks and one general insurer that will be taken up for privatization 

in the next fiscal year. 
➢ The NITI Aayog’s recommendation to exclude these is in line with the thinking within the finance ministry that is 

keen on expeditious integration of systems at these banks, the publication mentioned. 

12. Which of the following organisation launched ‘UPI-Help’ ________ NPCI. 
Note:  
➢ The ‘UPI-Help’ will help in the grievance redressal mechanism for BHIM app users. 

➢ With this application, users will be able to check the status of the pending transactions, raise complaints against 

transactions that are not processed if the money has not reached the other end and raise complaints against 

merchant transactions. 

13. Which bank and Continuum Energy Levanter Pte Ltd, a subsidiary of Continuum Green Energy (Continuum) has executed 
the world’s first green hedging transaction, with a second party opinion based on a specially designed green hedge 
framework _________ Deutsche Bank. 
Note: 
➢ Both the firms are working together to develop a green hedge framework to support the implementation of 

Continuum’s green bond framework. 
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➢ External reviewer, Cicero Green, has issued the second party opinion on the green bond and the green hedge 

frameworks. 

 
14. International Air Transport Association (IATA) has partnered with which bank for providing ‘EasyPay’ services 'pay as you 

go’ to travel agents in India which will replace the traditional billing and settlement system _______ Standard Chartered 
Bank. 
Note:  
➢ The new system is aimed at increasing the digitisation of payments that will result in improving cash flows for the 

aviation industry and for the travel agents. 

➢ In the earlier system, the agents would receive credit for tickets. 

➢ As one of IATA’s EasyPay service providers in India, Stanchart said it will provide greater payment flexibility to 

travel agents. 

15. Which intergovernmental bank has raised over USD 307 Million from the first Panda bond issue in more than a decade 
__________ Asian Development Bank. 
Note:  
➢ It is the first borrowing of ADB from a CNY10 billion program approved by regulator National Association of 

Financial Market Institutional Investors in June 2020. 

➢ It will support ADB for its development project in china during its 5-year country partnership strategy. 

16. Which bank has partnered with SMC Global Securities to provide online trading services to the bank’s customers  ________ 
Union bank of India. 
Note:  
➢ Customers can trade using the portal www.smctradeonline.com apart from desktop and mobile applications.  

➢ SMC has a presence in more than 550 cities which can service the lender's 9,500 branches.    

17. According to UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Indian economy is estimated to contract by what per 
cent in FY 2020-21 ________6.9%. 
Note:  
➢ However, it forecasted to record a "stronger recovery" in 2021 and grow by 5 per cent in FY 2021-22. 

➢ The September 2020 report by UNCTAD had said that India’s economy was forecast to contract by 5.9 per cent in 

2020 and recover to 3.9 per cent in 2021. 

18. Which banking institutions has released a publication titled “Handbook on Ethics for Insolvency Professionals: Ethical and 
Regulatory Framework”, a practical guide for insolvency professionals (IPs) for discharging their duties ethically in 
association with British High Commission __________ Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). 
Note: 
➢ Dr. Navrang Saini, Whole Time Member, IBBI released the handbook in the presence of Ms. Natalie Toms, Chief 

Economist and Counsellor, British High Commission. 

➢ The launch was followed by the webinar on “Pre-Pack Insolvency Resolution Process: Report of the Sub-Committee 

of the ILC”. 

➢ It is based on inputs on the best practices followed by insolvency practitioners in the UK. 

  
19. The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the acquisition of what per cent of the equity share capital of North 

Eastern Electricity Supply Company of Odisha (NESCO Utility) by The Tata Power Company Limited (TPCL) _________ 51%. 
Note:  
➢ The proposed acquisition is in accordance with the competitive bidding process initiated by the Odisha Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (“OERC”) under Section 20 of the Electricity Act, 2003. 

http://www.gradeup.co/
http://bit.ly/32EdwOO


 
 www.gradeup.co  
 

 

 

5 | P a g e  

 
 

 

➢ TPCL which is headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra was incorporated on 18th September 1919, a public listed 

company that is primarily engaged in the business of power generation, transmission, and distribution. It is a part 

of the Tata group. 

20. The Power Grid Corporation of India has signed an agreement with Jaiprakash Power Ventures (JPVL) for the acquisition 
of what percent stake of JPVL in Jaypee PowerGrid (JPL) _________74%. 
Note:  
➢ Powergrid has already owned a 26% stake in JPVL and now through this acquisition, it became a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of Power Grid. 

➢ JPL has developed a 214-kilometer-long EHV power transmission project to evacuate power from the Karcham-

Wangtoo project in Himachal Pradesh. 

21. Under whose chairmanship the Reserve Bank of India has announced the setting up of a standing external advisory 
committee (SEAC) to evaluate applications for universal banks and small finance banks _______ Shyamala Gopinath. 
Note: 
➢ The five-member committee will be headed by former deputy governor Shyamala Gopinath. 
➢ The SEAC which will have a tenure of three years, and will screen applications for universal and small finance banks 

after the regulator first vets the proposal. 
22. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has hiked the maximum cover under the standard 

health insurance plan – Arogya Sanjeevani Policy – from Rs 5 lakh to _________ Rs 10 lakh. 
Note:  
➢ Insurers can offer the revised sum insured with effect from 1 May, 2021 or earlier. 
➢ IRDAI made it compulsory for insurers to offer a sum insured of up to ₹10 lakhs, starting from ₹50,000 and in 

multiples of ₹50,000. 
23. As per the relaxed norms of for valuing perpetual bonds by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) what would 

be the maturity period until March 31, 2022 _________ 10 years. 
Note:  
➢ The norms, which had sought to value banks’ deemed residual maturity of Basel III additional tier 1 (AT1) bonds as 

100-year debt from April 1, were strongly opposed by the finance ministry. 
➢ In a statement, the regulator said the maturity would be 10 years until March 31, 2022, and would be increased to 

20 and 30 years over the subsequent six-month period.  
24. As per the revised estimate of Fitch Ratings what will be the GDP growth rate of India in FY 2022 ________12.8%. 

Note:  
➢ It anticipates the level of India's GDP to remain well below its pre-pandemic forecast trajectory.  
➢ Fitch also expects GDP growth to ease to 5.8% in Fiscal Year 2023. 
➢ India's recovery from the depths of the lockdown-induced recession in the second quarter of 2020 has been 

observed as swifter than expected. 
25. Which bank becomes the first in the industry to launch an instant EMI (Equated Monthly Instalments) facility on its 

internet banking platform in partnering with BillDesk and Razorpay _________ ICICI Bank. 
Note:  
➢ Called ‘EMI @ Internet Banking’, the facility aims to offer increased affordability to millions of pre-approved 

customers, as it enables them to convert their high-value transactions up to ₹5 lakh into easy monthly instalments.  
➢ It also brings in enhanced customer experience as customers get the benefit of EMIs instantly and in a fully digital 

manner. 
26. Adani Ports and Special Economic Zones (APSEZ) Ltd, a subsidiary of the diversified Adani Group acquired what percent of 

stack in Gangavaram Port Limited (GPL) belongs to DVS Raju & Family _________ 58.1%. 
Note:  
➢ Adani port made an agreement to acquire 89.6% of GPL i.e. (31.5% from Warburg Pincus and 58.1% from DVS Raju 

& Family) 
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➢ As per the agreement it acquired the 31.5% stake from Warburg Pincus on March 17, 2021. 
27. What is the age bracket for the ‘IOB Trendy’, a savings account customised for the growing millennial population launched 

by the Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) ________ 21 – 38 Years. 
Note:  
➢ Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) launched ‘IOB Trendy’, a savings account customised for the growing millennial 

population in the country by keeping their banking preferences in mind. 
➢ The account may be self or jointly operated. In case of a joint account, the primary holder has to be a millennial at 

the time of account opening. 
28. Which small finance bank had been awarded ‘Great place to work’ certification by the Great place to Work Institute 

___________ ESAF Small Finance Bank. 
Note:  
➢ The certification is the result of an employee survey conducted by the third-party global authority on recognising 

high-trust and performance culture at workplaces.  
➢ This recognition acknowledges the bank’s commitment and credibility amongst its employees. 

29. Which bank has been adjudged as the 'India's Best Bank for SMEs' at the Asiamoney Best Bank Awards 2021 __________ 
HDFC Bank. 
Note:  
➢ HDFC Bank's transformation of its micro, small and medium-sized enterprise (MSME) business over the past few 

years makes it a worthy winner of this award. 
➢ The Annual Best Banks survey of the financial magazine based in Hong Kong, aims to identify which banks in each 

market have excelled across a range of core banking activities over the past 12 months. 
30. Which Public Sector Undertaking has been conferred with the ‘Role Model’ Award at the 11th Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) National HR Excellence Award 2020-21 ___________ NTPC. 
Note: 
➢ NTPC is the only PSU to have received this prestigious award.  
➢ The award was presented at the virtual conference “Learn from the Achievers”.  

31. With which petroleum company the Union Bank of India has launched a co-branded contactless RuPay credit card 
__________ Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited. 
Note:  
➢ This card is a contactless “Tap & Go” card and National Common Mobility Card (NCMC). 
➢ While using this card at HPCL retail outlets, the cardholder will get Cashback/Rewards along with the waiver of fuel 

surcharge provided by the Bank. 
32. Which industry body has signed an MoU with the IFSCA to establish a framework for collaboration and co-operation for 

the development of Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (‘GIFT’) IFSC ________ FICCI. 
Note:  
➢ The MoU will lead to future collaborations and cooperation between IFSCA and FICCI for the development of a 

world-class FinTech Hub in GIFT IFSC. 
➢ FICCI will also assist IFSCA in the development of FinTech Accelerator programmes in GIFT IFSC among the other 

cooperation areas. 
33. Tata Motors signed a three-year MoU with which bank to offer financial assistance to the customers looking to purchase its 

small and light commercial vehicles _________State Bank of India. 
Note:  
➢ According to the automaker, the partnership will not only create employment but also generate more demand for 

its BS6 range of vehicles. 
➢ Tata Motors claimed that the collaboration with SBI will allow its CV customers to avail loans in a hassle-free 

manner as well as access the bank's unique technology-laden offerings. 
34. Which investment fund has acquired a 74% stake in Engie Group’s Solar Energy Assets in India _______ Edelweiss 

Infrastructure Yield Plus (EIYP). 
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Note:  
➢ The Engie Group has 813 MW of operational solar assets in the country, and it plans to add up to 2 GW more over 

next couple of years, which once commissioned will be acquired by the EIYP. 
➢ EIYP is the largest yield-focused infrastructure AIF (alternative investment fund) in the country today 

35. Which bank has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Our Food Pvt. Ltd., Visakhapatnam to help farmers 
set up cost effective processing units ________Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank.   
Note: 
➢ In a bid to help farmers set up cost effective processing units, the Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank (KVGB) has 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Our Food Pvt. Ltd., Visakhapatnam. 
➢ According to the MOU signed recently, the vendor will ensure supply, delivery and installation of high quality, 

standardised and branded equipment/machinery as per the requirement of the farmer/farmer franchisee, and also 
purchase of processed products. The vendors also ensure regular recovery towards such loan accounts and also 
support the bank in end utilisation of the loan 

 
 

Obituaries 
 

1. Padma Bhushan recipient and veteran artist Laxman Pai passed away recently, he belongs to which state ________ Goa. 
Note: 
➢ The renowned painter was born in Goa in 1926, he is well known for his contemporary paintings he is also the 

former principal of the Goa College of Art. He received the third highest civilian honour of Padma Bhushan award in 
2018. 

2. Padma Shri Chemacheri Kunhiraman Nari passed away recently, he was a performer of which classical dance form 
__________ Kathakali. 
Note:  
➢ He founded the Bharatiya Natyyakalayalam, the first school of dance in North Kerala in 1945 and in 1983 he 

established Cheliya Kathakali Vidyalayam in Kozhikode. 
➢ He has won several honours for his contribution to the art form of Kathakali, which includes, Kerala Sangeetha 

Nataka Award in 1979, Kerala Kalamandalam award in 2001, Kala Ratna award in 2009, Mayilpeeli award and 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Tagore award. 

3. Renowned personality GV Ramakrishna passed away recently, he was former chairman/head of which institution 
___________ SEBI. 
Note:  
➢ Born in 1930 in Bengaluru, he started his career as a biochemist and then opted for civil services in 1952. 
➢ Known for his stellar administrative performance, Ramakrishna was appointed as the chairman Sebi in 1990 when 

it lacked legal status. Among his many works, he was known for strongly advocating to ban the badla stock trading 
system in 1994.  

➢ He headed SEBI till that year and then became the first chairman of the Disinvestment Commission in 1996. 
4. Renowned personality Sagar Sarhadi passed away recently he was a veteran __________ Screen Writer. 

Note: 
➢ Sarhadi began his career writing Urdu short stories and became an Urdu playwright. Filmmaker Yash Chopra's 

1976 film 'Kabhi Kabhie', starring Amitabh Bachchan and Raakhee, opened the gates to his Bollywood career. 
➢ The writer collaborated with Chopra for screenplays in acclaimed films like 'Silsila' (1981) and Sridevi and Rishi 

Kapoor-starrer "Chandni", for which he wrote the dialogues. 
5. Renowned personality Anil Dharker passed away recently, he was veteran _________ Journalist. 

Note:  
➢ He was in his mid-70s, was the editor of several publications including Mid-Day and The Independent and played a 

vital role in opening the Akashwani Auditorium in south Mumbai as an art movie theatre. 
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➢ Dharker had been the editor of a variety of publications, starting with ‘Debonair’, ‘Mid-Day’; ‘The Independent’ and 
‘The Illustrated Weekly of India’. 

6. Renowned personality KC Chakrabarty passed away recently, he was former __________ Deputy Governor of RBI. 
Note:  
➢ He was the deputy governor of the central bank between 15 June 2009 and 25 April 2014 when he demitted office 

three months before his term was to end.  
➢ Prior to the stint, he had served as the chairman and managing director (CMD) of Punjab National Bank (2007-

2009), and CMD of Indian Bank (2005-2007). 
7. Renowned personality Anil Dharker passed away recently who was veteran ________ Journalist and Author. 

Note:  
➢ Anil Dharker was one of India’s best known editors and a tireless supporter of the arts. 
➢ During his lifetime, Dharker had donned many hats and was the lifeline behind the popular literary festival, Tata 

Literature Live. 
➢ Anil Dharker worked as an editor across several publications, of different genres, starting with the Debonair, then 

Mid-day, The Independent, and the Illustrated Weekly of India. 
8. Nawal Saadawi, a renowned feminist, psychiatrist and novelist passed away recently was belonged to which country 

________ Egypt. 
Note: 
➢ Nawal Saadawi, a renowned Egyptian feminist, psychiatrist and novelist, whose writings have stirred controversy 

for decades in an overwhelmingly conservative society passed away. She was a fierce advocate of women rights in 
Egypt and the Arab world. 

➢ In 2020, Time Magazine named her on their 100 Women of the Year list.  
9. Renowned personality Laxmipriya Mohapatra passed away recently, she was veteran ________ Odissi dancer. 

Note:  
➢ Noted Odissi dancer Laxmipriya Mohapatra, the wife of legendary classical dancer Kelucharan Mohapatra, passed 

away. She started her dancing career at the Annapurna Theatre in Puri in 1947.  
➢ She has also acted in four Odia movies.  

10. Renowned personality Adam Zagajewski passed away recently, he was veteran ________ Polish poet. 
Note:  
➢ Renowned Polish poet Adam Zagajewski has passed away.  
➢ He was a leading figure in Poland’s New Wave or Generation ’68, a literary movement of the late 1960s that called 

for a simple language to relate directly to reality.  
11. Renowned personality KC Chakrabarty passed away recently, he was former _________ Deputy Governor, RBI. 

Note:  
➢ Former Reserve Bank of India Deputy Governor, KC Chakrabarty passed away.  
➢ He was the deputy governor of the central bank between 15 June 2009 and 25 April 2014 when he demitted office 

three months before his term was to end.  
12. Name the military hero who led an infantry division to a legendary victory in the 1971 India-Pakistan War who passed 

away recently _________ Walter Anthony Gustavo ‘WAG’ Pinto.  
Note:  
➢ Lieutenant General, Walter Anthony Gustavo ‘WAG’ Pinto (Retd), a military hero who led an infantry division to a 

legendary victory in the 1971 India-Pakistan War has passed away at the age of 97.  
➢ He led the 54 Infantry Division in the Battle of Basantar in the war that gave birth to Bangladesh, leading his troops 

from the front with the motto he coined “bash on regardless”. 
 
 

Important Days 
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1. Ministry of Women and Child Development has celebrated Poshan Pakhwada from ________ 16th to 31st March, 2021. 
Note: 
➢ Addressing nutritional challenges through Food Forestry and organizing Poshan Panchayats are the key focus areas 

for Poshan Pakhwada 2021.  
➢ To address nutritional challenges, distribution of 4 saplings of nutrition rich plants per Anganwadi Centre (AWC) in 

the Aspirational Districts will be done under the supervision of local panchayat and DM/DC by National Medicinal 
Plants Board (NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH.  

2. The National Vaccination Day, also known as National Immunization Day is observed every year on which date _______16th 

March. 

Note:  

➢ The National Vaccination day 2020 aims to eradicate both polio and the COVID-19. 
➢ The day was first observed on 16th March 1995, the day on which the Pulse Polio Immunisation Programme 

became operational. 
3. International Day of Mathematics (IDM) is annually observed across the globe on _______14th March. 

Note:  

➢ The day is observed to celebrate the beauty and importance of mathematics and its essential role in everyone’s life. 
The day also marks the birth anniversary of renowned mathematician and physicist Albert Einstein and death 
anniversary of theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking.  

➢ The theme of the International Day of Mathematics 2021 is “Mathematics for a Better World”. 
 

4. The International Day of Action for Rivers is annually observed across the globe on ________14th March. 

Note:  

➢ 14th March 2021 marks the 24th edition of the International Day of Action for Rivers. 
➢ The theme of International Day of Action for Rivers 2021 is “Rights of Rivers”. 

5. World Consumer Rights Day is annually celebrated across the globe on ________15th March. 

Note: 

➢ The world Consumer Rights day is coordinated by Consumers International, the membership organisation for 
consumer groups across the globe. 

➢ The theme of World Consumer Rights Day 2021 is “Tackling Plastic Pollution”. 
 

6. The World Sleep Day is observed annually on which date ______ 19th March. 

Note:  

➢ The world Sleep day is annually organised by the World Sleep Day Committee of the World Sleep Society.  
➢ The World Sleep Day 2021 is co-chaired by Lourdes DelRosso, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Associate Sleep 

Medicine Fellowship Director at University of Washington and Professor Fang Han, MD of The Sleep Center, Peking 
University People’s Hospital in Beijing, China. 

7. United Nations International Happiness Day is celebrated every year on ________ 20th March. 

Note:  

➢ It is a global event designated by the United Nations.  
➢ The theme of the 2021 International Day of Happiness campaign is ‘Keep Calm. Stay Wise. Be Kind’.  
➢ First  International Day of Happiness was celebrated on 20th March 2013. 
➢ International Day of Happiness is a day to value our happiness and make people happy. 

8. World Sparrow Day is observed every year on which date ________ 20th March.  
Note:  
➢ World Sparrow Day is annually observed across the world on 20th March to create awareness and to bring 

attention to the significance and importance of conservation and protection of the sparrows and other such birds. 
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➢ The first world sparrow day was observed on 20th March 2010.  
➢ The theme of World Sparrow Day is “I Love Sparrows”. 

9. World Oral Health Day is celebrated every year on which date _______20th March. 
Note:  
➢ The day is observed across the globe on 20th March to promote the importance of oral health and to reduce the 

problems of oral diseases that affect the individuals, health system and economy. 
➢ The theme of World Oral Health Day 2021 is “Be Proud of your Mouth” and this theme will be followed in 2022 

and 2023. 
 

10. International Day of Forest is celebrated every year on which date _______21st March. 
Note:  
➢ The United Nations observes March 21 as the International Day of Forests, commemorating the green cover around 

the world and reiterating its importance.  
➢ The theme of the International Day of Forests for 2021 is “Forest restoration: a path to recovery and well-being”. 

11. What is the theme of the World Tuberculosis Day 2021 _________ The Clock is Ticking.  
Note: 
➢ March 24 marks the day when Robert Koch discovered Mycobacterium tuberculosis in 1882  that causes TB, which 

opened the way towards diagnosing and curing this disease. 
➢ Theme 2021: ‘The Clock is Ticking’ 

12. The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on _________21 March. 
Note:  
➢ This year theme is “Youth standing up against racism”.  
➢ It engages the public through #FightRacism, which aims to foster a global culture of tolerance, equality and anti-

discrimination and calls on each and every one of us to stand up against racial prejudice and intolerant attitudes. 
13. Every year on which date Martyrs Day (Shaheed Diwas or Sarvodaya Day) is observed to pay tribute on the death 

anniversary of the freedom fighters Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru _________23rd March. 
Note:  
➢  It was on March 23 in 1931, in Lahore (Pakistan), that these three were hanged to death for assassinating John 

Saunders, a British police officer in 1928.  
➢ They had mistaken him for British police superintendent James Scott, who had ordered lathi-charge, which 

eventually led to the death of Lala Lajpat Rai.  
14. The World Meteorological Day is celebrated every year on _______ 23rd March. 

Note:  
➢ The day is to commemorate the date of the establishment of the World Meteorological Organization in 23 March 

1950.  
➢ The day also highlights the contribution that the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services make to the 

safety and well-being of society. 
15. World Theatre Day is observed globally every year on which date _______27th March.  

Note:  
➢ World Theatre Day was initiated in 1961 by the International Theatre Institute (ITI), France.  
➢ It is celebrated annually on the 27th March by ITI Centres and the international theatre community. 

16. International Transgender Day of Visibility observed globally every year on _______ 31st March. 
Note:  
➢ The day is dedicated to celebrating transgender people and raising awareness of discrimination faced by 

transgender people worldwide, as well as a celebration of their contributions to society. 
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New Appointments 
 

1. Who has been appointed as the new Director General (DG) of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) ________ Kuldiep Singh. 
Note: 
➢ Mr. Singh is currently Special DG of CRPF where the post of DG is vacant following superannuation of A.P. 

Maheshwari on February 28th.  
➢ Mr Singh is a 1986 batch officer of West Bengal cadre. 

2. Who has been appointed as the new Director General (DG) of National Security Guard (NSG) ________ M.A. Ganapathy. 
Note:  
➢ His appointment is up to February 29, 2024. 
➢ The post of DG, NSG has been vacant since last October when the then DG A.K. Singh retired. 

 
3. Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the international body Stop TB Partnership Board _______ Dr. Harsh Vardhan. 

Note:  
➢ He was appointed in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the movement to eradicate Tuberculosis from 

India by 2025.  
➢ Dr Harsh Vardhan will serve a three-year term, commencing from July this year. 
➢ The Stop TB Partnership is a unique international body with the power to align actors all over the world in the fight 

against TB.  
4. Who has been appointed as the chairman  of the committee constituted by the Government of India (GoI) which will be 

responsible for the overall execution and monitoring of the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme ________ H K Mittal. 
Note:  
➢ The committee will evaluate and select incubators for allotment of funds under the scheme, monitor progress and 

take all necessary measures for efficient utilisation of funds towards fulfilment of objectives of the scheme. 
➢ The committee, it said, would be chaired by H K Mittal from the Department of Science and Technology. 

 
5. Name the cricketer who has been appointed as the brand ambassador of NeoGrowth Credit Pvt. Ltd _______ Ajinkya 

Rahane. 
Note:  
➢ Rahane will feature in a campaign slated to be released in the first week of April, which will talk about the ease of 

procuring loans through NeoGrowth for small businesses. The campaign "Keeping it simple" will show the day-to-
day struggles of small businesses while scaling up and how NeoGrowth can help them overcome it. 

6. Samia Suluhu Hassan was sworn in as first female president of which country ________ Tanzania. 
Note:  
➢ She took the oath of the office after the sudden death of John Magufuli from an illness shrouded in mystery. 
➢ The 61-year-old took the oath of office in Dar es Salaam before inspecting troops at a military parade and receiving 

a cannon salute. 
7. Who has been appointed as the chairman of the high-level taskforce set up by the government of India to lay a roadmap for 

enforcement of contracts _________ Rajiv Kumar. 
Note: 
➢ The task force for enforcement of contracts will give its recommendation for a policy framework for enforcement of 

contracts and the task force on conciliation mechanism will give its recommendation for an effective conciliation 
mechanism. 

8. Who has been appointed as the chairman of the high-level taskforce set up by the government of India to lay down a 
roadmap for conciliation mechanism _________ Amitabh Kant. 
Note:  
➢ It is to facilitate speedy resolution of contractual disputes between government entities and private investors 

contractors inter alia to augment ease of doing business.  
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➢ This task force will include DPIIT secretary, DEA secretary, secretary of department of legal affairs, chairman & CEO, 
Railway Board, secretary, MoRTH, secretary, civil aviation, secretary, power, secretary, MNRE and chairman, NHAI. 
This task force will submit its report within three months of its constitution. 

9. Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the Airports Authority of India (AAI) under the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
___________ Sanjeev Kumar. 
Note:  
➢ IAS Sanjeev Kumar has appointed as Chairman of the Airports Authority of India (AAI) under the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation.  
➢ Kumar is a 1993-batch IAS officer of Maharashtra cadre. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 

approved his appointment 
10. Who is present Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA) whose term has been extended by one year _______ Vijay Raghavan. 

Note:  
➢ He was appointed PSA in 2018 after retiring as Secretary of, Department of Biotechnology. His contract ends on April 

2 but has now been extended until April 2022. 
11. Who has been recommend as the next chief justice of India by the incumbent Chief Justice of India S A Bobde _________ 

Justice N V Ramana. 
Note:  
➢ CJI Bobde handed over a copy of the letter of recommendation to his successor Justice Ramana after sending it to the 

Centre. 
➢ CJI Bobde appears to have dismissed the complaint filed by Andhra Pradesh CM Y S Jagan Reddy against Justice 

Ramana before sending the recommendation letter to the Centre for Justice Ramana’s appointment as the 48th CJI 
on April 24.  

12. Name the Indian Doctor who has been appointed as the Surgeon General under US President Biden’s administration 
_________ Vivek Murthy. 
Note:  
➢ The 43-year-old Dr Murthy would occupy the position of America’s Surgeon General for the second time.  
➢ Prior to this, Dr Murthy was appointed as surgeon general under the Obama administration in 2011 but was fired by 

former President Trump in 2017. 
13. Who is the Director General UNESCO with whom Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank held a virtual meeting 

________ Audrey Azoulay. 
Note:  
➢ Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank held a virtual meeting with Director General UNESCO, Ms Audrey 

Azoulay in New Delhi.  
➢ They discussed key issues of mutual importance including National Education Policy, India’s response to COVID 

Pandemic especially in the education sector. 
14.  Who has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) ___________ 

Saurbah Garg. 
Note:  
➢ Senior bureaucrat Saurbah Garg has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) as part of a bureaucratic reshuffle effected by the Centre. 
➢ The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Garg as the CEO, UIDAI in the rank 

and pay of Additional Secretary. 
15. Who has been appointed as the Chairman and Managing Director, Food Corporation of India ________ Atish Chandra. 

Note:  
➢ Atish Chandra will be Chairman and Managing Director, Food Corporation of India in the rank and pay of Additional 

Secretary, the order said. 
➢ Chandra, a 1994 batch IAS officer of Bihar cadre, is currently Joint Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 

and Farmers Welfare. 
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16. Who has been elected as the new chairperson of the Standing Conference of Public Enterprises (SCOPE) _________ Soma 
Mondal. 
Note:  
➢ Mondal will have a two-year term starting April; she took charge of SAIL on January 1, 2021. 

➢ SCOPE is an apex professional organization representing the Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 
17. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director(MD) and Chief Executive Officer(CEO) of Mahindra and Mahindra Ltd 

(M&M) _________ Anish Shah. 
Note:  
➢ He takes over from Pawan Goenka who will retire as the MD and CEO, and member of the Board of Directors of M&M 

on 2nd April 2021. 
➢ Anish Shah is currently serving as the deputy managing director and Chief Financial Officer(CFO) of the company. 
 

 
Important News – India 

 
1. India’s first dedicated Express Cargo Terminal exclusively for export and import of international couriers has been 

launched in which airport ________ Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru. 
Note: 
➢ The 2 lakh square feet built to suit facility terminal will be operated by Express Industry Council of India 

➢ It has a dedicated space for customs offices with direct access to both Landside and Airside wing  

➢ It will enable ease of doing business and reduce transaction time and cost for the shipper. 

2. India’s first centralised air-conditioned (AC) railway terminal has been built in which city ________ Bengaluru. 
Note:  
➢ It is named after ‘Bharat Ratna Sir M Visvesvaraya’, one of the foremost civil engineers, and set to become 

operational soon. 

➢ It has been built at an estimated cost of Rs 314 crore. 

➢ Byappanahalli terminal is the 3rd coach terminal and is equipped with all the modern facilities and is aimed to offer 

an airport-like aura to the passengers. 

3. 4th Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF) was inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi in which city of India ______ Kozhikode, 
Kerala. 
Note:  
➢ It has been organized from 12 to 19 March 2021 

➢ GAF is the largest Ayurvedic event ever held anywhere across the world and witness the largest gathering of 

experts, stakeholders, and business explorers from Ayurveda. 

4. According to the 'World Air Quality Report, 2020', prepared by Swiss organisation, IQAir, how many cities from India are 
among the 30 most polluted cities in the world _________22. 
Note:  
➢ Delhi being ranked as the most polluted capital city globally. 

➢ The report, however, shows that Delhi's air quality improved by approximately 15 per cent from 2019 to 2020. 

➢ Delhi ranked as the 10th most polluted city and the top polluted capital city in the world. 

5. According to the 'World Air Quality Report, 2020', prepared by Swiss organisation, which is India’s most polluted city and 
the second most polluted city in the world _________ Ghaziabad. 
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Note:  
➢ Delhi being ranked as the most polluted capital city globally. 

➢ The report, however, shows that Delhi's air quality improved by approximately 15 per cent from 2019 to 2020. 

6. What is Delhi’s rank in the 'World Air Quality Report, 2020', prepared by Swiss organisation, among the among the 30 
most polluted cities in the world _________ 10th.  
Note:  
➢ Delhi being ranked as the most polluted capital city globally. 

➢ The report, however, shows that Delhi's air quality improved by approximately 15 per cent from 2019 to 2020. 

➢ Delhi ranked as the 10th most polluted city and the top polluted capital city in the world. 

7. With which healthcare provider the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog signed a Statement of Intent (SoI) to 
change and improve health care innovations & outcomes in India _________ Aster DM Healthcare. 
Note:  
➢ Aster Digital Health Incubator (ADHI), a unit of Aster DM Healthcare Group will also support AIM’s initiatives such 

as Atal Incubation Centers (AICs), Established Incubation Centres (EICs), Atal Community Innovation Centres 

(ACICs) & Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs). 

➢ Aster will provide access to Aster Clinical Simulation Lab, Aster Federated Learning Data bank for Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) healthcare research, ADHI, Aster Digital Health Centre of Excellence, and other facilities to startups 

under various AIM initiatives. 

8. Prime minister Narendra Modi held a virtual summit with his counterpart Sana Marin, the prime minister of which 
country ________ Finland. 
Note:  
➢ India & Finland had announced a new partnership in the fields of ICT, Mobile Technology, Digital Education clean 

energy investment and evolution of 6G. 

➢ Both sides noted that Digital Domain was one of the promising sectors for an intensive India-Finland partnership. 

9. NITI Aayog has partnered with which cloud computing web service provider to train students on the fundamentals of 
cloud computing through Atal Tinkering Labs ________ Amazon Web Services. 
Note: 
➢ A statement of intent (SoI) was signed between Niti Aayog and Amazon Internet Services Private Limited (AISPL), 

which undertakes the resale and marketing of AWS Cloud services in India, to roll out the project. 

➢ The education and tools will establish a strong foundation in cloud computing for students of Atal Tinkering Labs 

(ATLs) across India, while the support of AWS EdStart for startups will accelerate their productisation and 

potential commercialization. 

10. What is India’s rank in the UN World Happiness Report 2021 released by the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network _________ 139th. 
Note:  
➢ Finland was once again crowned as the world's happiest country. 

➢ In 2019, India was ranked 140th. 

➢ Denmark ranked 2nd, followed by Switzerland, Iceland and the Netherlands. 

➢ Afghanistan was classed as the world's unhappiest nation this year. 
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11. Which public sector undertakings has unveiled the GRAM UJALA programme under which high-quality energy-efficient 
LED bulbs will be given for Rs 10 per piece in certain villages of five states in the first phase ________ Energy Efficiency 
Services Ltd. 
Note:  
➢ Under the programme, high-quality energy-efficient LED bulbs will be given for Rs 10 per piece in certain villages of 

five states in the first phase. 

➢ The programme will be financed entirely through carbon credits and will be the first such programme in India. 

12. Broadcast Engineering Consultants India Ltd function under administrative control of which ministry with which Labour 
Bureau has inked an agreement for providing technical and manpower support for conducting all India surveys, including 
on migrant workers _________ Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
Note:  
➢ The surveys to be undertaken by the Bureau will be integrated with the technology provided by the BECIL. 

➢ It will substantially reduce the time taken for completion of surveys by at least 30-40%  

➢ BECIL is an enterprise under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

13. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 'Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain' campaign on World Water Day 2021 for rain 
water harvesting, the campaign will be implemented from _________ March 22 to November 30. 
Note:  
➢ The 'Catch the Rain' campaign will be undertaken across the country, in both rural and urban areas. It will be 

implemented from March 22 to November 30 - the pre-monsoon and monsoon period in the country. 
➢ The campaign aims to take water conservation at grass-root level through people's participation. It is intended to 

nudge all stakeholders to create rainwater harvesting structures suitable to the climatic conditions and subsoil 
strata, to ensure proper storage of rainwater. 

14. Name the e-Tendering Portal established by the Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), a central PSU 
under Ministry of Power __________ PRANIT. 
Note:  
➢ It has been certified by Standardisation, Testing and Quality Certification Directorate (STQC), Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology, Government of India. 
➢ With this, POWERGRID is now the only organization in India to have an eProcurement solution on SAP Supplier 

Relationship Management (SRM), complying with all applicable requirements relating to security and transparency 
as stipulated by STQC.  

15. Union Minister of Education, Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has virtually inaugurated the Shaheed Bhagat Singh Smarak in 
which city of India _________ New Delhi. 
Note:  
➢ The inauguration took place on the occasion of a programme organised by the University of Delhi on ‘Shaheed 

Diwas’ or Martyrs Day (March 23, 2021) to pay homage and commemorate 90 years of martyrdom of our freedom 
fighters - Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram Rajguru. 

➢ It will remain open to students and the university community to inculcate values of freedom and sacrifice. 
16. According to the report by ‘India:Transforming to a net-zero emissions energy system’ released by TERI and Shell, the Net 

Zero emissions in energy system in India is achievable by ______ 2050. 
Note:  
➢ According to the report by ‘India: Transforming to a net-zero emissions energy system’ released by TERI (The Energy 

& Resources Institute) & Shell (otherwise known as Royal Dutch Shell plc), the Net Zero emissions in energy system 
in India is achievable by 2050. 

➢ The report is one of the first assessments of the challenges that India would face if India were to move towards Net-
zero emissions energy system. 
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17. Applied Materials India, the local subsidiary of US materials engineering company Applied Materials Inc., has signed a 
research and development (R&D) pact with which institution ________ Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru. 
Note:  
➢ This pact is a part of the Industry Affiliate Program of the Centre for Nanoscience and Engineering (CeNSE) 
➢ IISc Bengaluru and Applied Materials India will work closely with CeNSE to explore new applications and solutions 

in the field of advanced materials 
18. Who represented India at the ‘World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum 2021’which is one of the world’s 

largest annual gatherings of the ‘ICT for development’ communities _______ Sanjay Dhotre. 
Note:  
➢ The Minister highlighted the policies and programs undertaken by his Ministry such as, 
➢ Arogya Setu platform is used to monitor and alert the health status of citizens. 

19. Who will chair the Empowerment Committee to discuss and enhance manufacturing of products in High technology areas 
in India constituted by the Government of India __________ Piyush Goyal. 
Note:  
➢ The 10-member committee will be headed by the Minister of Commerce and Industry.The committee will be serviced 

by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 
➢ Objective of the committee is to facilitate investments and promote manufacturing in technology-intensive sectors 

including semiconductors. 
20. What is India’s rank in the among 53 global economies on the latest annual edition of the International Intellectual 

Property (IP) Index released by the US Chamber of Commerce Global Innovation Policy Centre (GIPC) ______ 40th. 
Note:  
➢ The Index evaluates Intellectual Property rights in 53 global economies from patent and copyright policies to 

commercialisation of IP assets and ratification of international treaties.  
➢ The overall global IP environment improved in 2020, with positive score increasing in 32 of the 53 economies 

measured by the IP Index.  
21. “Indo-Korean Bilateral Friendship Park” has been inaugurated in which city of India ________ New Delhi. 

Note:  
➢ Friendship Park has been built to commemorate contribution of Indian peacekeepers in the Korean War from 1950 

to 1953.  
➢ India-South Korea relations have strengthened in recent years with the convergence of Act East Policy (AEP) of India 

and New Southern Policy (NSP) of South Korea.   
22. What is the theme of the 7th Annual Summit of ‘NATHEALTH’ organized by NATHEALTH – Healthcare Federation of India 

________‘Indian Health System Expansion in Post-COVID Era’. 
Note:  
➢ Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually addressed the 7th Annual Summit of 

‘NATHEALTH’ organized by NATHEALTH – Healthcare Federation of India which was held between March 25-26, 
2021 in a virtual format. 

➢ It was allocated INR 2, 23, 846 Crore in the 2021-22 Budget, an increase of 137% over the previous year. 
23. Minister of State for Tourism and Culture, Prahlad Singh Patel, and Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister of Madhya 

Pradesh jointly inaugurated the ‘Chhatrasal Convention Centre’ in ______ Khajuraho. 
Note:  
➢ The Tourism Ministry also launched the “MICE Roadshow Meet in India” at the Chhatrasal Convention Centre at 

Khajuraho. 
➢ It is an initiative by the Ministry of Tourism to promote India’s Iconic tourist spots into World class destinations for 

conducting MICE events. 
24. Which became the first Airport in South India to have a fully operational parallel runway _________ Kempegowda 

International Airport, Bengaluru. 
Note:  
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➢ While the Southern runway is equipped with a CAT III B System that provides precision landing facility by improving 
runway visibility. 

Due to reduced passenger traffic caused by the pandemic, it was decided not to implement the CAT III B system in the 

Northern runway. 

  
Important News – State 

 
1. Which state government has launched a three-day-long ‘Kalanamak rice festival’ under one district – one product scheme 

of the state government _______ Uttara Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ To promote the production, processing, packaging, and branding of Kalanamak Rice, the UP Government has 

declared the rice as the One District One Product (ODOP) of Siddharth Nagar in 2018. 

➢ It is one of the finest varieties of aromatic rice that are grown in India, Kalanamak is also called Buddha Rice. 

2. Which state ranked first in the state wise distribution of High Net-worth Individual (HNI) households in accordance with 
‘Wealth Report 2020’ released by Hurun India _________ Maharashtra. 
Note:  
➢ Based on the report there are 4.12 lakh dollar-millionaire households / affluent households in India with a 

networth of at least Rs 7 crore. 

➢ Maharashtra is the highest Gross/Net State Domestic Product (GSDP) Generating state in India with growth rate of 

about 13.16% and it is contributing around 16 % of national GDP 

3. 850 MW Ratle Hydro-Electric Project (HEP) is being built in which state/union territories _________ Jammu and Kashmir. 
Note:  
➢ The authorised capital of the JVC is Rs 1,600 crore with initial paid-up capital of Rs 100 crore. 

➢ Out of the paid-up capital, J&K State Power Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDCL) will contribute Rs 49 crore as 

initial equity. 

➢ The MoU to execute the project was signed between the Government of J&K, JKSPDCL and NHPC on 3rd January 

2021. 

4. Which state government announced to launch Universal Health Scheme (UHS) called “Mukhya Mantri Chiranjeevi Yojana 
________ Rajasthan. 
Note:  
➢ The scheme will be launched on May 1, 2021.  

➢ In his budget speech Gehlot had announced UHS with Rs 3,500 crore in the upcoming financial year wherein 

cashless health services up to Rs 5 lakh will be provided to all families in the state. 

5. Which state government has launched the ‘Mission Gramodaya’ under which housing facilities will be provided in rural 
areas along with basic and fundamental infrastructure ________ Madhya Pradesh. 
Note:  
➢ The mission was launched by the Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister Shivraj 

Singh Chouhan. 

➢ Under the Gramodaya mission, besides providing housing facilities in rural areas, basic and fundamental 

infrastructure will also be expanded. 
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6. Which state government has launched the SAAMAR (Strategic Action for Alleviation of Malnutrition and Anemia 
Reduction) campaign to fight with malnutrition ________ Jharkhand. 
Note:  
➢ Aim of the campaign is to identify anaemic women and malnourished children and converge various departments 

to effectively deal with the problem in a state.   

➢ The state govt. runs various schemes under Child Development Schemes, National Nutrition Mission among others 

to deal with the situation. 

7. Which state government has launched India's first govt-run ambulance network for animals ________ Andhra Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ The Animal Husbandry Department has been further directed to set up one Mobile Ambulance Veterinary Clinic at 

every assembly constituency. 
➢ These mobile ambulances shall provide veterinary first aid services along with spot diagnosis and attending to 

emergency cases. 
8. Which state government has signed an MoU with ITC to execute a Watershed Programme covering over one million acres 

in the southern state __________ Karnataka. 
Note:  
➢ The MoU was signed under the ITC’s Social Investments programme ‘‘Mission Sunehra Kal” & the Karnataka 

Watershed Development Department.With regard to this MoU, 100 Watershed had set up. 
➢ The agreement was a part of the Karnataka government’s ‘Watershed development for drought proofing’ 

programme & it is a part of ITCs Sustainability 2.0 agenda. 
9. The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) signed an MoU with which state to 

Implement MSP for MFP Scheme & Van Dhan Vikas Yojana _______ Arunachal Pradesh. 
Note:  
➢ The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the state of Arunachal Pradesh for implementing its flagship program, “Mechanism for 
marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price (MSP) & development of value chain for 
MFP” scheme and Van Dhan Yojana. 

10. Which state has been emerged as the Champion State for Van Dhan Vikas Yojana _______ Manipur. 
Note:  
➢ Van Dhan Yojana was launched in October 2019 in Manipur, with the successful establishment of 100 Van Dhan 

Vikas Kendras in the state.  
➢ This constitutes 1500 self-help groups for marketing & providing value-addition to the tribal, minor forest 

produces. 
11. Kurnool Airport is located in which state that was inaugurated by the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Civil 

Aviation, Hardeep Singh Puri _________ Andhra Pradesh. 
Note: 
➢ The flight operations at Kurnool airport will begin on 28 March 2021. This airport has been developed under the 

Regional Connectivity Scheme, Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-UDAN). 
➢ Kurnool airport will bring the region closer to major hubs in South India by providing direct flight operations to 

Bangalore, Vishakhapatnam and Chennai. 
12. The Shigmo is a spring festival celebrated in the which state of India _________ Goa. 

Note:  
➢ Goa has announced that this year no Shigmo spring festival parades will be held due to sudden hike in COVID-19 

infections. Shigmo is the biggest spring festival in Goa and was scheduled to take place in the first week of April. 
➢ The decision to cancel the festival was to prevent the further increase in the COVID-19 numbers, informed Chief 

Minister Pramod Sawant said in the Goa Assembly 
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13. Which state government has organized a ‘Banana Festival’ to make Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s plan for a self-reliant 
India __________ Uttar Pradesh. 
Note:  
➢ The main goal of organizing this festival is to make Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s plan for a self-reliant India. 
➢ Banana made products from Kushinagar are included in One District One Product (ODOP) scheme. 

14. Which state is set to become India’s 1st State to have 2 Green Energy Efficient towns _______ Bihar. 
Note:  
➢ To implement the project, the state government of Bihar will construct 500 MW solar energy plants at Lakhisarai & 

Bhagalpur. 
➢ After Rajgir & BodhGaya, many important government offices in Patna like the Governor house, High Court, 

Museum & Vidhyut Bhawan would also run on green energy supplied by SECI. 
 

Important News – World 
 

1. According to Jones Lang LaSalle’s Human Performance Indicator (HPI) Index, which country ranked highest in workplace 
satisfaction at 98 percent ________ India. 
Note:  
➢ As per the report, India leads other Asia-Pacific (APAC) countries with 81 per cent of high performers practising 

flexible working, including flexible hours and work-from-home. 

➢ The Key Factors impacting workplace satisfaction in high performers are wider range of sophisticated workplaces 

and technologies. 

2. Which country becomes India’s 2nd Biggest Oil Supplier in February 2021 _________ USA. 
Note:  
➢ India’s imports from America increased to 48% to a record 545, 300 BPD in February, 2021 accounting for 14% of 

India’s overall imports last month 

➢ Saudi Arabia slipped to No.4 Position for the 1st time since January 2006.  

➢ Nigeria rose to 3rd Position and UAE slipped to 5th Position. 

3. Which is the world’s most polluted city, as per the 'World Air Quality Report, 2020', prepared by Swiss organisation, 
among the among the 30 most polluted cities in the world _________ Xinjiang. 
Note:  
➢ Delhi being ranked as the most polluted capital city globally. 

➢ The report, however, shows that Delhi's air quality improved by approximately 15 per cent from 2019 to 2020. 

➢ Delhi ranked as the 10th most polluted city and the top polluted capital city in the world. 

4. World Energy Transitions Outlook report was published by which organization _________ International Renewable 
Energy Agency. 
Note:  
➢ Previewed at the virtual Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue (BETD 2021) the report proposes energy transition 

solutions for the narrow pathway available to contain the rise of temperature to 1.5°C and halt global warming. 

5. Which country has joined the International Solar Alliance (ISA) after signing the amended ISA Framework Agreement 
__________ Italy. 
Note:  
➢ The new ISA Framework Agreement came into force on January 8, 2021. 
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➢ Under the new amended framework, the membership of ISA is open to all member states of the United Nations. 

Previously, it was open to countries that were partially or entirely located within the Tropics. 

6. At present, how many countries have signed and ratified the ISA Framework Agreement ________ 73. 
Note:  
➢ Under the new amended framework, the membership of ISA is open to all member states of the United Nations. 

Previously, it was open to countries that were partially or entirely located within the Tropics. 

➢ The signed copies of the agreement were received by an additional secretary (ER) as representative of MEA. MEA is 

the depositary of the ISA Framework Agreement. 

➢ It is an alliance of over 121 countries. 

7. Accepting India’s invitation, the European Union (EU) has officially on-boarded as a member of the CDRI, what does ‘R’ 
stand for in CDRI ________ Resilient. 
Note:  
➢ Launched in 2019 by the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi at the UN Climate Change Summit, the CDRI is 

an international collaborative platform involving the public and private sector, aiming to promote the resilience of 

new and existing infrastructure systems to climate and disaster risks in support of sustainable development.  

8. Which country ranked first in the UN World Happiness Report 2021 released by the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network _______ Finland. 
Note:  
➢ UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network released the World Happiness Report 2021. 

➢ Denmark ranked 2nd, followed by Switzerland, Iceland and the Netherlands. 

➢ The ranking is based on GDP per person, healthy life expectancy and the opinions of residents. 

9. Which country ranked as unhappiest country in the UN World Happiness Report 2021 released by the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network _________Afghanistan. 
Note:  
➢ UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network released the World Happiness Report 2021. 

➢ Finland was once again crowned as the world's happiest country. 

➢ India has been ranked 139 out of 149 countries. 

➢ In 2019, India was ranked 140th. 

10. With which country India signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoU) aimed at achieving water security, improved 
irrigation facility and sustainability in water resources development __________ Japan. 
Note:  
➢ The MoU was signed between Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry 

of Jal Shakti, Government of India and Water and Disaster Management Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism of Japan in the field of Water Resources. 

11. How many foreign satellites has been launched by Russia for 18 countries from the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan 
__________ 38. 
Note:  
➢ The Soyuz-2.1a carrier rocket with the Fregat upper stage and 38 spacecraft from 18 countries took off from the 

Baikonur cosmodrome. 
➢ Soyuz rocket successfully placed into orbit the 38 satellites from more than a dozen countries, including South Korea, 

Japan, Canada, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Italy and Brazil. 
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12. India’s Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has signed an MoU with which country’s Independent Administrative 
Reforms and Civil Services Commission (IARCSC) to share experience and expertise in the area of recruitment, books, 
manuals and other documents _________ Afghanistan. 
Note:  
➢ It will strengthen the relationship between IARCSC and UPSC 
➢ The MoU will facilitate sharing of experience and expertise in the area of recruitment, books, manuals and other 

documents which are not of a confidential nature and Information Technology (IT) for the preparation of written 
examinations and holding of Computer Based Recruitment Tests and Online Examinations. 

13. Which country’s branch of the Red Cross has sponsored and launched the world’s first Catastrophe Bond (cat bond) for 
Volcano-related disasters with the support of several financial firms _________ Denmark. 
Note:  
➢ The $3 million bond will enable the disaster relief agency to get aid quickly to those suffering following the eruption 

of 10 named volcanoes, in Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Indonesia and Mexico. 
➢ Catastrophe bonds offer investors high yields, but do not pay out if a named catastrophe occurs. They typically cover 

areas prone to hurricanes and typhoons. 
14. What is the title of the United Nations World Water Development Report 2021 ________ Valuing Water. 

Note:  
➢ The World population is set to increase to 9 Billion by 2040, but the projected reservoir volume is stabilising around 

7, 000 billion cubic metre. 
➢ This report published by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on behalf of 

UN-Water. 
15. World's first ship tunnel, is being built in which country ________ Norway. 

Note:  
➢ First announced a few years ago by the Norwegian Coastal Administration, this mile-long, 118-feet-wide tunnel will 

burrow through the mountainous Stadhavet peninsula in northwestern Norway. 
➢ Building this engineering marvel will cost somewhere in the region of 2.8 billion Norwegian kroner ($330 million) 

and take between three to four years, with construction due to commence in 2022. 
16. Sri Lanka has signed about USD 1,5 billion currency swap deal with which country ________ China. 

Note:  
➢ The agreement signed between the Central Bank of Sri Lanka and the People’s Bank of China is valid for three years. 

China remains Sri Lanka’s largest source of imports.  
➢ In 2020, imports from China amounted to USD 3.6 billion, or just over 22 per cent of Sri Lanka’s imports. 

17. What is the name of the huge cargo ship that was stuck near the southern end of the Suez Canal due to a mishap caused by 
bad weather _________ Ever Given. 
Note:  
➢ This is causing a huge jam of vessels at either end of the vital international trade artery. 
➢ The Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level waterway running north to south across the Isthmus of Suez in Egypt, to 

connect the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. 
 

Honor & Awards 
 

1. What edition of the annual Grammy Awards was held in 2021 _______63rd. 
Note:  
➢ The 2021 Grammy awards recognized the best recordings, compositions, and artists of the eligibility year, 

between September 1, 2019, to August 31, 2020.  

➢ The award is presented by The Recording Academy to recognize achievements in the American music industry.  

➢ Beyonce received the most nominations with nine, as well as the most awards with four. 
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2. Who has been honoured with a nomination for the International Woman of Courage (IWOC) Award by the U.S. Consulate 
_______ Gowsalya Shankar. 
Note:  
➢ Gowsalya Shankar is Tamil Nadu-based anti-caste activist and human rights defender 

➢ The IWOC Award Certificate of Nomination was handed over to her by U.S. Consul General in Chennai Judith Ravin 

at an event ‘Courageous Women Inspire a Better World’ held in the city. 

3. In how many languages the annual Sahitya Akademi Awards 2021 is announced ________20. 
Note: 
➢ Seven books of poetry, four of the novel, Five short stories, two plays, and one each of memoirs and epic poetry in 

20 Indian languages.  

➢ The awards for Malayalam, Nepali, Odia and Rajasthani will be announced later.  

➢ Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honour in India.  

4. What edition of National Film Award announced this year (2021) ________67th. 
Note:  
➢ The event is organised by the Directorate of Film Festivals, which comes under the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting. 
➢ Director Priyadarshan's Malayalam war epic Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea, that is headlined by Mohanlal, won 

Best Feature Film. 
➢ The best acting honours went to Manoj Bajapayee for Bhonsle, Dhanush for Tamil film Asuran, and Kangana Ranaut 

for two of her films: Panga and Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi. 
 

5. Which film has won the best feature film award at the 67th National Film Award ceremony _______ Marakkar: Lion of the 
Arabian Sea. 
Note:  
➢ The best acting honours went to Manoj Bajapayee for Bhonsle, Dhanush for Tamil film Asuran, and Kangana Ranaut 

for two of her films: Panga and Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi. 
➢ Vijay Sethupathi (Super Deluxe) and Pallavi Joshi (The Tashkent Files) won the supporting actor awards, while 

director Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan was awarded for Bahattar Hoorain 
6. Who has been conferred with the Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2020 _________ Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

Note:  
➢ The Gandhi Peace Prize is an annual award instituted by government of India since 1995, the 125th birth 

anniversary commemoration year of Mahatma Gandhi. The award is open to all people regardless of nationality, 
race, language, caste, creed or sex. 

➢ The award carries an amount of Rs 1 crore, a citation, plaque and an exquisite traditional handicraft/handloom 
item. 

7. Who has been conferred with the Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2019 ________ Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said. 
Note:  
➢ The Gandhi Peace Prize is an annual award instituted by government of India since 1995, the 125th birth 

anniversary commemoration year of Mahatma Gandhi.  
➢ The award is open to all people regardless of nationality, race, language, caste, creed or sex. 
➢ The award carries an amount of Rs 1 crore, a citation, plaque and an exquisite traditional handicraft/handloom 

item. 
8. Who will be honoured with the prestigious Maharashtra Bhushan Award for the year 2020 _______ Asha Bhosle. 

Note:  
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➢ The award, instituted in 1996 by the State government to recognise distinguished work and achievements of 
eminent persons from the State, representing different walks of life, carries a cash prize of ₹10 lakh and a citation.  

➢ The first Maharashtra Bhushan awardee was Marathi writer P.L. Deshpande and the last winner of this award was 
historian Babasaheb Purandare who got it for the year 2015. 

9. Who will be conferred with the prestigious Vyas Samman – 2020 _________ Sharad Pagare. 
Note:  
➢ The Vyas Samman, started in 1991, is given by K K Birla Foundation for an outstanding literary work in Hindi 

authored by an Indian citizen published during the last 10 years.  
➢ It carries an award of four lakh rupees  along with a citation and plaque. 

10. Who has won the won EY Entrepreneur of the year award 2020 and will now represent India at the EY World 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award (WEOY) _________ Harsh C. Mariwala. 
Note:  
➢ Mariwala, and will now represent India at the EY World Entrepreneur of the Year Award (WEOY) on 10 June 2021. 
➢ Awards were also announced for eight other categories with the winners representing both mature industries and 

young entrepreneurs from startups including Unicorns and a Decacorn. 
11. Who has won the prestigious International Ranger Award for his contribution towards forest conservation _________ 

Mahinder Giri. 
Note:  
➢ He is the only ranger from Asia to win the prestigious award.   
➢ Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar has congratulated him for the award. 

 
12. The Parliament of which country has passed a legislation that allows the mothers and their partners who have suffered a 

miscarriage or stillbirth the right of paid leave ______New Zealand. 
Note:  
➢ New Zealand's parliament has passed legislation giving mothers and their partners the right to paid leave following 

a miscarriage or still birth, becoming only the second country in the world to do so. 
➢ The bereavement allowance, passed unanimously in parliament late on Wednesday, gives employees three days 

leave when a pregnancy ends with a stillbirth without having to tap into sick leave. 
 

Sports News 
 

1. According to announcement made by the International Boxing Association (AIBA) the Asian Boxing Championship will be 
held in which city of India _________ New Delhi. 
Note: 
➢ This will be the 1st boxing tournament in Asia in 2021, acting towards evaluating boxers’ readiness for the Olympic 

games. 
➢ For the 1st time in the tournament’s history both men & women fought in the same championship. 

2. Cricketer Gary Wilson announced retirement from International Cricket. He belongs to which country _________Ireland. 
Note:  
➢ Currently, he is all set to take over the role of Head Coach and Pathway Manager for North West Warriors. 
➢ Gary Wilson made his International Debut in 2005 for Ireland, and represented the side 292 times. 
➢ He is the 2nd Highest wicket-taker for Ireland with 160 catches & 33 stumping’s. 
➢ In his 16 yearlong cricketing career, he scored 5,959 runs for Ireland, with 1 century and 30 fifties. 

3. Kamalpreet Kaur associated with which sports who broke the 9 year old National record and qualified for Tokyo Olympics 
________ Discus throw. 
Note:  
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➢ The 25-year-old Kaur, who had also won gold in the 2019 edition of the championships, dramatically heaved the 
discus to 65.06m in her first throw to the surprise of the sizeable crowd at the NIS. 

➢ She eclipsed the nine-year-old earlier national record of 64.76m which was in the name of Olympian and 2010 
Commonwealth Games gold medallist Krishna Poonia. 

4. Cricketers Mohammad Naveed and Shaiman Anwar Butt banned for 8 years from all form of cricket, by the International 
Cricket Council, the belongs to which country _______UAE. 
Note:  
➢ The banned for trying to fix matches during the T20 World Cup qualifiers in 2019.  
➢ The ICC Anti-Corruption Tribunal had found them guilty of breaching the Anti-Corruption Code in January 2021. 

5. Who becomes the first cricketer to score 3000 runs in Men’s Twenty20 Internationals _______Virat Kohli. 
Note:  
➢ Kohli’s knock of 73 runs, which came off 49 balls, also helped India to level the five-match T20I series.  
➢ He also became the third captain in international cricket to score 12000 runs as a captain. He joined legendary 

captains Ricky Ponting and Graeme Smith in the elite list. 
6. Name the Indian sprinter who beat national record holder Dutee Chand to win women’s 100m sprint final in the 

Federation Cup Senior National Athletics Championships in Patiala _______ S Dhanalakshmi.  
Note: 
➢ The 22-year-old Dhanalakshmi of Tamil Nadu clocked 11.39 seconds to become the fastest woman of the 

championships.  
➢ Odisha-based Dutee clocked 11.58 seconds to be placed in second place. 

7. Name the Indian shooter who won the first gold medal for India in the Women’s 10M Air Pistol final of the International 
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup ________ Yashaswini Deswal. 
Note:  
➢ Deswal accumulated 238.8 points to lead in her category. Another Indian shooter Manu Bhaker won a silver medal 

with 236.7 points. 
➢ World number one shooter Divyansh Singh Panwar clinched the bronze medal in 10m Air Rifle (men’s category) 

and opened India’s medal account in the competition. 
8. The Sports Ministry has decided to extend the Khelo India scheme from 2021-22 to _________ 2025-26. 

Note: 
➢ The Sports Ministry has decided to extend the Khelo India scheme from 2021-22 to 2025-26. The Ministry has 

furnished an Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) memorandum to the Ministry of Finance for 
extension/continuation of the Khelo India Scheme from 2021-22 to 2025- 26. 

➢ An amount of Rs 657.71 crore has been allocated in the Budget Estimate (B.E.) for the year 2021-22 under the 
Khelo India Scheme 

9. Name the Indian shooter who has won the gold medal in the men’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions event at the ISSF World Cup in 
New Delhi ________ Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar. 
Note:  
➢ The 20-year-old became the youngest in history to win a shooting World Cup gold in the 3 Positions event.  
➢ The two other Indian shooters in the final, Sanjeev Rajput finishing sixth and Niraj Kumar came at the last position. 

10. With how many Gold Medal the Indian contingent emerged successful in ISSF World Cup in the Trap events_______ 15. 
Note:  
➢ Indian trio of Shreyasi Singh, Manisha Keer and Rajeshwari Kumari won the gold medal in women's Trap Team 

event. 
➢ India outgunned the Kazakhstan trio 6-0 in the final 
➢ Men's Trap Team event: Kynan Chenai, Prithviraj Tondaiman and Lakshay beat the Slovakian team in the gold 

medal match to make it 30 medals for India in the shooting World Cup. 
11. Who won the 2021 Bahrain Grand Prix also known as Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix 2021 ________ Lewis 

Hamilton. 
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Note:  
➢ Red Bull Racing’s driver Max Verstappen (Netherlands) finished 2nd in the race, while Mercedes driver Valtteri 

Bottas (Finland) finished 3rd in the race. 
➢ The victory was Hamilton’s 96th Formula One Victory. 
➢ The Bahrain Grand Prix is the inaugural GP of the 2021 Formula One World Championship. 

  

Books and Authors 
 

1. Who has authored the book titled “Prince with a Paintbrush: The Story of Raja Ravi Varma” __________ Shobha Tharoor 
Srinivasan.  
Note:  
➢ Published under Westland's 'Red Panda' imprint, it aims to inspire young readers to learn about the famed artist 

and how he made his entry and mark in the art world.  

➢ Srinivasan has earlier authored children’s books like “Indi-Alphabet” and “How Many Lines in a Limerick?” 

2. Who has authored the book titled “My Life in Full: Work, Family and Our Future” _________ Indra Nooyi. 
Note:  
➢ The book is set to be published by Portfolio books on September 28. The book will feature both the personal and 

professional life of Indra Nooyi. 

➢ The book features the life of Indra Nooyi from her childhood in India to her life at Yale University as an immigrant 

to her life as a person of colour in the elite corporate world. 

3. Who has authored the novel titled “Undertow” ________ Jahnavi Barua. 
Note:  
➢ The book was published by Penguin Viking. 

➢ The book portrays the story of Loya, a 25-year-old who is on a journey to discover herself. 

➢ Loya leaves her home in Bengaluru and sets off to Assam to study Asian elephants (Elephas Maximus) and to 

connect with her grandfather Torun Ram Goswami. 

4. Who has authored the book titled “Gandhi in Bombay’’ _________ Usha Thakkar & Sandhya Mehta. 
Note:  
➢ The Indiatourism Mumbai, Regional Office of Ministry of Tourism in the Western Region organized an online book 

reading session of “Gandhi in Bombay’’ by the authors Dr.Usha Thakkar and Sandhya Mehta , as part of the Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. 

➢ Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (India @ 75) is a series of events to be organised by the Government of India to 

commemorate the 75th Anniversary of Usha Thakkar and Sandhya MehtaIndia’s Independence 

5. Who has authored the book titled “The Pain-Free Mindset: 7 Steps to Taking Control and Overcoming Chronic Pain” 
__________ Dr. Deepak Ravindran. 
Note:  
➢ The book was published by Vermillion, an imprint of Penguin. 

➢ This is the first book by a medical physician in the UK in the past 15 years to provide an overview that new 

scientific advances in understanding the nervous system will support us in overcoming pain. 

6. Who has authored the book titled “Full Spectrum: India’s Wars 1972-2020” _________ Arjun Subramaniam. 
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Note:  
➢ It is his second book and it explores the trials and tribulations, successes and failures of India’s armed forces in the 

post-1971 period 

➢ It is covering major operation that the armed forces have participated including insurgencies in the north-east, 

terrorism and proxy wars in Jammu and Kashmir, separatist violence in Punjab, the IPKF intervention in Sri Lanka. 

7. Who has authored the book titled “My Experiments with Silence” _________ Samir Soni. 
Note: 
➢ Soni’s book aims to be a personal account of his dialogues with himself during his growing-up years in Delhi, his 

stint at Wall Street and his time in Bollywood.  
➢ The book will be published by OM Books International.  

8. Who has authored the book titled “Wild and Wilful: Tale of 15 Iconic Indian Species”  _________ Neha Sinha. 
Note:  
➢ The book is a collection of 15 essays each focused on an Indian species. 
➢ Through this book Neha Sinha highlights the indicators of developed India can affect various ecologies and 

displaced wildlife even result in their extinction. 
9. Who has authored the book titled “Name Place Animal Things”_________ Daribha Lyndem. 

Note:  
➢ The book is published by Zubaan Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 
➢ The book features a young khasi woman who lives in the city of Shillong, Meghalaya in early 2000s. 
➢ The book has interconnected stories that move through age, lives and places and covers the breadth of childhood 

and moves into the awareness of adulthood. 
10. Who is the co-author of the autographical book “I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was 

Shot by the Taliban _________ Christina Lamb. 
Note:  
➢ It was co-written by Christina Lamb and published on 8 October 2013, by Weidenfeld & Nicolson in the UK and 

Little, Brown and Company in the US. 
➢ The book details the early life of Yousafzai, the rise and fall of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan and the assassination 

attempt made against Yousafzai, when she was aged 15, following her activism for female education. 
 

Science and Defence 
 

1. What is the name of the sounding rocket which was launched by ISRO in March 2021 to study attitudinal variations in the 
neutral winds and plasma dynamics _______ RH-560. 
Note:  
➢ RH-560 will study attitudinal variations in neutral winds and plasma dynamics 
➢ ISRO has developed series of sounding rockets known as ‘Rohini series’. Among them RH-200, RH-300 and RH-560 

are the important ones. 
 

2. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has signed an MoU with which institution for setting up a Space Technology 
Incubation Centre (S-TIC) ________ National Institute of Technology (NIT), Rourkela. 
Note:  
➢ The MoU was signed after ISRO agreed to set up a Space Technology Incubation Centre(S-TIC) at NIT Rourkela.  
➢ This collaboration with ISRO will open up new opportunities for research and development as well as space start-

ups.  
3. The researcher of which IIT built the ‘Energy Swaraj Yatra’ bus that runs on solar energy and has a complete work-cum-

residential unit ________ IIT Bombay. 
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Note:  
➢ An ‘Energy Swaraj Yatra’ bus has been built by Dr Chetan Singh Solanki, Prof. IIT Bombay. 
➢ The bus runs on solar energy and has a complete work-cum-residential unit. 
➢ Mr Solanki has been travelling on it to raise awareness about the use of solar power. 
➢ The Energy Swaraj Yatra began in 2020 and will continue till 2030. 

4.  ‘Pabbi-Antiterror-2021’ is a joint anti-terrorism exercise of which grouping of countries ________SCO. 
Note:  
➢ The decision to hold the joint exercise "Pabbi-Antiterror-2021" was announced during the 36th meeting of the 

Council of the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
➢ At the meeting, representatives of the SCO member states also approved the draft program of cooperation for 2022-

2024 to counter-terrorism, separatism and extremism. 
 

5. Which countries are the participants in the Group Arabian Sea Warfare Exercise, a major naval exercise _______USA, 
France, Belgium and Japan. 
Note:  
➢ The Group Arabian Sea Warfare Exercise will see ships from the four countries conduct drills in the Arabian Sea and 

the Gulf of Oman.  
➢ Ships involved include the French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle, as well as the amphibious assault ship USS Makin 

Island. 
6. According to a study released by defence website ‘Military Direct’ has the strongest military force in the world 

________China. 
Note:  
➢ The USA, despite their enormous military budgets, comes in 2nd place with 74 points, followed by Russia with 69, 

India at 61 and then France with 58. The UK just about makes the Top 10, coming in 9th place with a score of 43. 
➢ China has the strongest military in the world, scoring 82 out of 100 points in the index. 

7. Who built the Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) ICGS Vajra was commissioned into the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) by General 
Bipin Rawat in Chennai _________ Larson & Toubro Limited. 
Note: 
➢ ICGS Vajra is the sixth vessel in the series of seven OPVs being built by L&T under a Ministry of Defence contract 

signed in the year 2015.  
➢ Like the five OPVs in the series, ICGS Vajra was also delivered ahead of the contractual schedule. 

8. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has partnered with which institute for futuristic research orbit -something 
similar to the JPL- Caltech model in the United States __________ Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST). 
Note:  
➢ The Bengaluru-headquartered space agency is striking a partnership with the IIST -- something similar to the JPL- 

Caltech model in the United States. 
➢ JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) is federally funded by US space agency NASA and managed by Caltech (California 

Institute of Technology). 
9. According to Global Wind Report 2021 published by the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC), how much wind energy 

capacity has been installed in 2020 which was the best year in history for the global wind industry ________ 93 gigawatt 
(GW). 
Note:  
➢ As per the report, 2020 was the best year in history for the global wind industry with 93 gigawatt (GW) of new 

capacity installed, which was a 53 per cent year-on-year increase. 
➢ According to the report titled ‘Global Wind Report 2021’, at present there is 743 GW of wind power capacity 

worldwide, helping to avoid over 1.1 billion tonnes of CO2 globally – equivalent to the annual carbon emissions of 
South America. 
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10. With which the “Operation Thiruvallur” is associated with that was launched by the Indian Army recently ________ Disposal 
of unexploded ordnance. 
Note:  
➢ The ordnance was collected from the State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT) Industrial 

Estate in Gummidipoondi, Thiruvallur district, TN. 
➢ Operation Thiruvallur was initiated by the Ministry of Defence on the request of Govt. of Tamil Nadu. 
➢ Unexploded ordnance from a metal scrap dump were successfully neutralised by the Army Bomb Disposal Team. 

11. Which institution is setting up an atmospheric observatory to do research, track atmospheric problems like air pollution, 
and suggest solutions to mitigate pollution, erratic monsoon and extreme weather events associated with climate change 
________IIT Delhi. 
Note:  
➢ The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi announced that it is setting up an atmospheric observatory to do research, 

track atmospheric problems like air pollution, and suggest solutions to mitigate pollution, erratic monsoon and 
extreme weather events associated with climate change. 

➢ The observatory will be established in its research campus in Sonepat at a cost of ₹125 crore. 
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