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‘Sarthak’, Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel 
Why in the news? 

• Recently an Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard has 
been launched and re-christened as Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’.  

• Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) has designed and developed the Offshore Patrol 
Vessel ‘Sarthak’ which is the 4th in the series of five OPVs.  

 

 
 
About ‘Sarthak’ 

• It has been built indigenously and is designed in such a way that it carries a 
twin-engine helicopter, four high speed boats along with one inflatable boat 
for swift boarding and Search & Rescue operations. 

•  It will be deployed extensively for EEZ surveillance, Coastal Security, and 
other duties. 

• The Ship is fitted with state-of-the-art Navigation and Communication 
equipment, sensor, and machinery. 

Related Information 

• The ICGS Sachet is the first in the series of five offshore patrol vessels 
(OPVs) designed & built indigenously by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL). 

• The project was a follow-on project of the earlier six ship CGOPV project that 
was completed in 2017.  

About CG OPV project  

• Under the CG OPV that completed in 2017, six Samarth-class ships were 
commissioned to the Indian Coast Guard.  

About Offshore Patrol Vessels  

• The Offshore Patrol Vessel is a highly versatile ship, designed to perform 
Economic Exclusion Zone management roles, including the provision of 
maritime security to coastal areas and effective disaster relief. 

Topic- GS Paper III–Defence 
Source- AIR 
 
Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 
Why in the news? 

• Recently Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) has finished its 
primary mission imaging about 75% of the starry sky as part of a two-year-
long survey. 

• The mission has found 66 new exoplanets as well as nearly 2,100 
candidates astronomers are working to confirm. 
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About Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite  

• It is a NASA mission led and operated by MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
which was launched in 2018. 

• The aim of the mission is to discover thousands of exoplanets around nearby 
bright stars. 

Related Information 
About Exoplanet 

• It is a planet outside the Solar System. 

• The first confirmation of detection of exoplanet occurred in 1992. 
Topic- GS Paper III–Science and Technology 
Source- Live mint 
 
One Sun One World One Grid project 
Why in the news? 

• Recently Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) have put 
calls for proposals to the One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG) 
initiative on hold till further notice.  
 

 
 

About the One Sun One World One Grid project (OSOWOG) 

• It has been proposed by India to set up a framework for facilitating global 
cooperation which aims at building a global ecosystem of interconnected 
renewable energy resources that can be easily shared.  

• The World Bank was providing technical assistance for the project. 

• It has a slogan ‘The Sun Never Sets’, to point out that solar energy supply 
would be constant at any geographical location and point of time. 

Parent Body 

• The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 
Objective 
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• To build global consensus about sharing solar resources among more than 
140 countries of West Asia and South-East Asia. 

• This grid shall be interconnected with the African power pools also at the 
later stage.  

Benefits 

• India would generate 40% of power from non-fossil fuels by 2030 and has 
called for connecting solar energy supply across borders giving the mantra 
of ‘One World One Sun One Grid’. 

• India’s non-fossil fuel electricity capacity, which includes renewables, large 
hydro, and nuclear, was 38 percent of its total installed electricity mix, as 
of September 2019—just 2 percent its 2030 target.  

• Of this, the share of installed renewables alone (grid-connected solar, wind, 
small hydro, biomass, and waste-to-energy) is 23%. 

India’s Commitment 

• India is also committed to reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 
to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels. India’s emission intensity has 
reduced by 21% over the period 2005-2014. 

• By 2030, India’s emission intensity is projected to be even lower—in the 
range of 35 to 50 percent. 

• India’s third NDC commitment is to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 
3 billion tons of carbon dioxide equivalent through additional forest and 
tree cover by 2030. 

Topic- GS Paper III–Environment 
Source- Financial Express 
 
Transparent Taxation platform 
Why in the news? 

• Recently, the Prime Minister of India launched the ‘Transparent Taxation - 
Honoring the Honest’ platform to honour the honest taxpayers of the 
country. 

 

 
 

About Transparent Taxation platform 

• There are three main features of the platform  
a. faceless assessment 
b. faceless appeal  
c. taxpayers’ charter 

• The faceless assessment and taxpayer charter will come into place 
immediately from the launch, while the faceless appeal is going to be 
applicable from 25th September 2020. 

Faceless Assessment 
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• It aims to eliminate the interface between the taxpayer and the income tax 
department. 

• There will be no need for the taxpayer to visit the income tax office or the 
officer. 

• The selection of a taxpayer is possible through systems using analytics and 
Artificial Intelligence. 

Faceless Appeal 

• Under the system, appeals will be randomly allotted to any officer in the 
country. The identity of the officer deciding the appeal will remain unknown. 

Taxpayer Charter 

• This outlines the rights and responsibilities of both tax officers and 
taxpayers. 

Topic- GS Paper III–Economics 
Source- PIB 
 
PM-SVANidhi 
Why in the news? 

• Recently the number of loan sanctions and number of applications received 
under PM Street Vendor’s Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme 
have crossed the mark of 1 lakh and 5 lakhs respectively within 41 days of 
commencement of the lending process on July 02, 2020.  

 

 
 
About PM-SVANidhi 

• The PM SVANidhi Scheme was launched by Ministry of Housing & Urban 
Affairs under the ambit of ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’. 

• It aims at facilitating collateral free working capital loans up to Rs 10,000 
of 1-year tenure. 

• It covers about 50 lakh street vendors in the urban areas, including those from 
the surrounding peri-urban/ rural areas, to resume their businesses post 
COVID-19 lockdown. 

Features of the scheme 

• Incentives in the form of interest subsidy @ 7% per annum on regular 
repayment of loan. 

• Cashback up to Rs 1,200 per annum on undertaking prescribed digital 
transactions. 

• Eligibility for enhanced next tranche of loan have also been provided. 

• Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) is the 
implementation partner for the scheme. 

Topic- GS Paper II–Governance 
Source- The Hindu 
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RBI approves dividend of Rs 57,000 crore to government 
Why in the news? 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently approved a dividend payment 
of Rs 57,000 crore to the government.  

• The RBI board approved the transfer of Rs 57,128 crore as surplus to the 
central government for the accounting year 2019-20, while deciding to 
maintain the contingency risk buffer at 5.5%, the central bank. 

 

 
 

Related Information 

• According to the RBI Act of 1934, section “Allocation of Surplus funds” 
mandates for any profits made by the Reserve Bank from its operations to be 
sent to the Centre. 

What are the RBI’s Sources of Income? 
i. A significant part comes from RBI’s operations in financial markets when 

it intervenes for instance to buy or sell foreign exchange. 
ii. Open Market operations when it attempts to prevent the rupee from 

appreciating. 
iii. As income from government securities it holds. 
iv. As returns from its foreign currency assets that are investments in the bonds 

of foreign central banks or top-rated securities. 
v. From deposits with other central banks or the Bank for International 

Settlement or BIS. 
vi. Lending to banks for very short tenures and management commission on 

handling the borrowings of state governments and the central government. 
vii. The central bank’s total costs, which includes expenditure on printing and 

commissions forms, is only about 1/7th of its total net interest income. 
Note: 

• Last year the RBI Board accepted the recommendations of Economic 
Capital Framework (ECF) headed by former Governor Bimal Jalan which 
called for the Central Board to transfer a surplus of Rs 1.23 lakh crore and 
Rs 52,637 crore of excess provisions made over the years. 

• This mark the first time the RBI will be paying out such a huge amount, a one-
off transfer. 

About Economic Capital Framework 

• The economic capital framework provides a methodology for determining 
the appropriate level of risk provisions and profit distribution to be made 
under Section 47 of the RBI Act, 1934. 

Topic- GS Paper III–Economics 
Source- Indian Express 
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Space bricks on lunar surface 
Why in the news? 

• Recently a team of researchers from the Indian Space Research 
Organization, ISRO and the Indian Institute of Science, IISc in Bengaluru 
has developed a sustainable process to make space bricks on the lunar 
surface.  
 

 
 
About Space Bricks 

• These space bricks could be used to assemble structures for habitation on the 
moon surface in future.  

• The process enables making load bearing bricks by using lunar soil, 
bacteria, and guar beans. 

• The process developed now uses urea sourced from human urine, which 
could be mixed with lunar soil to build structures on the moon. 

• The process developed now uses urea sourced from human urine, which could be 
mixed with lunar soil to build structures on the moon. 

• This decreases the overall expenditure considerably.  
Help to reduce Carbon footprint 

• Since guar gum is used instead of cement, there will be a lower carbon 
footprint.  

• The bacteria are added to further crystalize the brick in any shape needed. 
Viability 

• Sending bricks from Earth is not viable as it takes 7.5 lakh rupees to 
transport one pound of construction material. 

Related Information 
About Carbon footprint 

• Carbon footprint, amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions associated 
with all the activities of a person or other entity (e.g., building, corporation, 
country, etc.).  

• It includes direct emissions, such as those that result from fossil-fuel 
combustion in manufacturing, heating, and transportation, as well as 
emissions required to produce the electricity associated with goods and services 
consumed.  

• In addition, the carbon footprint concept also often includes the emissions of 
other greenhouse gases, such as methane, nitrous oxide, or 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

Topic- GS Paper III–Science and Technology 
Source- TOI 
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National Digital Health Mission 
Why in the news? 

• Recently Prime Minister has launched the National Digital Health Mission 
(NDHM).  

Vision National Digital Health Mission 

• The vision of National Digital Health Mission is to create a national digital 
health ecosystem which provides timely and efficient access to inclusive, 
affordable, and safe healthcare to all citizens. 
 

 
 

About National Health ID System 

• The national health ID will be a repository of all health-related information 
of a person.  

• According to the National Health Authority (NHA), every patient who wishes to 
have their health records available digitally must start by creating a Health 
ID.  

• Each Health ID will be linked to a health data consent manager — such as 
National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) — which will be used to seek the 
patient’s consent and allow for seamless flow of health information from 
the Personal Health Records module.  

• The Health ID is created by using a person’s basic details and mobile 
number or Aadhaar number.  

• This will make it unique to the person, who will have the option to link all 
their health records to this ID. 

What was the original proposal for the health ID? 

• The National Health Policy 2017 had envisaged creation of a digital health 
technology eco-system aiming at developing an integrated health 
information system that serves the needs of all stakeholders and 
improves efficiency, transparency and citizens’ experience with linkage 
across public and private healthcare.  

• In the context of this, central government’s think-tank Niti Aayog, in June 
2018, floated a consultation of a digital backbone for India’s health system 
— National Health Stack. 

Benefits 

• It will help greatly to reduce the risk of preventable medical errors and 
significantly increase quality of care”.  

• The system enabling users “to obtain a longitudinal view of their healthcare 
records”. 

•  It will also help in preparing a strategy overview document last month for 
“Making India a Digital Health Nation Enabling Digital Healthcare for 
all”. 
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Which systems does the national health ID interact with? 

• As envisaged, various healthcare providers — such as hospitals, 
laboratories, insurance companies, online pharmacies, telemedicine 
firms — will be expected to participate in the health ID system.  

Related Information 
Global centralised health record system 

• In 2005, the UK’s National Health Service (NHS) started deployment of 
electronic health record systems with a goal to have all patients with a 
centralized electronic health record by 2010.  

• While several hospitals acquired electronic patient records systems as part of 
this process, there was no national healthcare information exchange.  

• The program was ultimately dismantled after a cost to the UK taxpayer was 
more than £12 billion and is considered one of the most expensive healthcare 
IT failures.  

Topic- GS Paper III–Health Issues 
Source- The Hindu 
 
Committee on ‘Minimum age of marriage for women’ 
Why in the news? 

• Recently Prime Minister of India said that the central government has set up a 
committee to reconsider the minimum age of marriage for women during his 
address to the nation on the 74th Independence Day.  

 

 
 

What is the committee that the Prime Minister mentioned in his speech? 

• The committee is headed by Jaya Jaitley (former Samata Party president); 
the committee includes Member Health at the NITI Aayog, Dr Vinod Paul, 
and several Secretaries to the Government of India. 

• The Committee or task force examine matters pertaining to age of 
motherhood, imperatives of lowering Maternal Mortality Ratio and the 
improvement of nutritional levels among women.  

• The task force will examine the correlation of age of marriage and 
motherhood with health, medical well-being, and nutritional status of the 
mother and neonate, infant or child, during pregnancy, birth and thereafter. 

• They will look at key parameters like Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), Maternal 
Mortality Rate (MMR), Total Fertility Rate (TFR), Sex Ratio at Birth 
(SRB) and Child Sex Ratio (CSR). 

• They will also examine the possibility of increasing the age of marriage for 
women from the present 18 years to 21 years. 

Why is there a minimum age for marriage? 

• The law prescribes a minimum age of marriage to essentially outlaw child 
marriages and prevent the abuse of minors.  

• Personal laws of various religions that deal with marriage have their own 
standards, often reflecting custom. 
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In Hindu 

• For Hindus, Section 5(iii) of The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, sets 18 years as 
the minimum age for the bride and 21 years as the minimum age for the 
groom. However, child marriages are not illegal — even though they can be 
declared void at the request of the minor in the marriage. 

In Islam 

• In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has attained puberty is considered 
valid. 

In Common Law 

• The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 also prescribe 18 and 21 years as the minimum age of consent for 
marriage for women and men, respectively. 

• Additionally, sexual intercourse with a minor is rape, and the ‘consent’ of a 
minor is regarded as invalid since she is deemed incapable of giving consent 
at that age. 

How did the law evolve? 

• The Indian Penal Code enacted in 1860 criminalized sexual intercourse 
with a girl below the age of 10.  

• The provision of rape was amended in 1927 through The Age of Consent 
Bill, 1927, which declared that marriage with a girl under 12 would be 
invalid.  

• The law faced opposition from conservative leaders of the Indian National 
Movement, who saw the British intervention as an attack on Hindu 
customs. 

• A legal framework for the age of consent for marriage in India only began 
in the 1880s. 

• In 1929, The Child Marriage Restraint Act set 16 and 18 years as the 
minimum age of marriage for girls and boys, respectively.  

• The law, popularly known as the Sarda Act after its sponsor Harbilas Sarda, a 
judge and a member of Arya Samaj, was eventually amended in 1978 to 
prescribe 18 and 21 years as the age of marriage for a woman and a man, 
respectively. 

Why is the law being relooked at? 

• From bringing in gender-neutrality to reduce the risks of early pregnancy 
among women, there are many arguments in favour of increasing the 
minimum age of marriage of women.  

• Early pregnancy is associated with increased child mortality rates and 
affects the health of the mother. 

Court’s View 

• Last year, the Delhi High Court also sought the central government’s 
response in a plea that sought a uniform age for marriage for men and 
women.  

Judgment Related to Equality  
Two significant Supreme Court rulings can act as precedents to support the 
petitioner’s claim. 

• In 2014, in the ‘National Legal Services Authority of India v Union of India’ 
case, the Supreme Court, while recognizing transgenders as the third 
gender, said that justice is delivered with the “assumption that humans have 
equal value and should, therefore, be treated as equal, as well as by equal 
laws”. 

• In 2019, in ‘Joseph Shine v Union of India’, the Supreme Court 
decriminalized adultery, and said that “a law that treats women differently 
based on gender stereotypes is an affront to women’s dignity”. 
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Topic- GS Paper II–Women Empowerment 
Source- Indian Express 
 
World’s tallest pier bridge across river Ijai in Manipur 
Why in the news? 

• Recently Indian Railways has constructed the world’s tallest pier bridge in 
Manipur.  

• The bridge which is being constructed across river Ijai near Noney is an 
engineering marvel because the tallest pier height will be 141 meters. 

• It will surpass the existing record of 139 meter of Mala - Rijeka viaduct, 
Montenegro in Europe.  

 

 
 
Location of the bridge 

• The Manipur Bridge is located at the hilly terrain of Marangching village in 
Noney district, about 65 km west of Imphal.  

• The bridge is a part of Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal new Broad-Gauge Line (BG) 
line project.  

• The total length of the bridge will be 703 meters.  
 

 
 
 
Features 

• The piers of the bridge are constructed using hydraulic augers, the tall piers 
needed specially designed “slip-form technique" to ensure efficient and 
continual construction. 

• The steel girders used in the construction of the bridge are prefabricated in a 
workshop, transported in segments, and erected at the site by Cantilever 
launching scheme.  

• A North East Frontier Railway official informed, there are a total of 45 
tunnels in the project.  
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• The longest is Tunnel No. 12 with a length of 10.280 km which will be the 
longest railway tunnel in the North East. 

Topic- GS Paper I–Geography 
 
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) 
Why in the news? 

• Recently India has sent 10-member technical response team to Mauritius 
to help in efforts to contain a massive oil spill as part of Indian Prime 
Minister’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region). 

 

 
 

About SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) 

• SAGAR is a term coined by Prime Minister in 2015 during his Mauritius visit with a 
focus on blue economy. 

• It is a maritime initiative which gives priority to Indian Ocean region for 
ensuring peace, stability, and prosperity of India in Indian Ocean region. 

• The goal is to seek a climate of trust and transparency. 

• It is in line with the principles of Indian Ocean Rim Association. 
Objectives 

• To seek a climate of trust and transparency, 

•  Respect for international marine rules and norms by all countries, 

•  Sensitivity to (towards) each other’s interests 

•  Peaceful resolution of marine issues 

•  Increase in marine cooperation. 
Related Information 
About IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association) 

• The Indian Ocean Rim Association is an inter-governmental organization 
which was established on 7 March 1997 in Ebene Cyber City, Mauritius. 

• It aimed at strengthening regional cooperation and sustainable 
development within the Indian Ocean region through its 22 Member States 
and 10 Dialogue Partners. 

• The Association will facilitate and promote economic co-operation, 
bringing together inter-alia representatives of Member States' 
governments, businesses, and academia. 

About Indian Ocean Commission 

• It is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1982 comprises five 
small-island states in the Western Indian Ocean. 
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• These are the Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (an overseas 
region of France), and Seychelles. 

• The IOC has its own regional agenda and has made impressive headway in 
the design and implementation of regional maritime security architecture 
in the Western Indian Ocean. 

• Over the years, the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) has emerged as an active 
and trusted regional actor, working in and for the Western Indian Ocean and 
implementing a range of projects. 

Topic- GS Paper III– Environment  
Source- The Hindu 
 
 
UK launches innovation challenge fund in India 
Why in the news? 

• The UK government has launched a £3 million innovation challenge fund 
in India to support scientists in academia and industry to tackle the COVID-19 
pandemic and climate change. 

 

 
About Innovation Challenge Fund 

• The fund aims to support scientists in academia and industry to tackle the 
most acute global challenges like Covid-19 and the threat to the environment. 

• The key aim is to catalyze innovation and technology, which will address 
global challenges.  

• The fund will help to build on the UK-India Tech partnership which was 
launched in 2018 by the Indian and British Prime Ministers. 

Topic- GS Paper II–Governance 
Source-The Hindu 
 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements, 2020 (ARIIA-2020) 
Why in the news? 

• Vice President of India has recently announced ARIIA-2020 (Atal Ranking 
of Institutions on Innovation Achievements).  

About Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements, 2020  

• It is an initiative of Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), 
Government of India. 

• It provides a systematically rank all major higher educational institutions 
and universities in India on indicators related to “Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Development” amongst students and faculties. 

• ARIIA will focus on quality of innovations and will try to measure the real 
impact created by these innovations nationally and internationally. 

• The results of the rankings have been evaluated based on seven 
parameters.  
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These includes  

o Budget & Funding Support. 
o Infrastructure & Facilities. 
o Awareness, Promotions & support for Idea Generation & Innovation. 
o Promotion & Support for Entrepreneurship Development. 
o Innovative Learning Methods & Courses. 
o Intellectual Property Generation, Technology Transfer & Commercialization. 
o Innovation in Governance of the Institution. 

• This year, ARIIA announcement included classification of the institutes into 
two broad categories and six subcategories.  

Highlights 

• In the ARIIA 2020 rankings, IIT Madras again claimed the top spot for best 
centrally funded institution followed by IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi. 

•  In the category of private institutions, Kalinga Institute of Industrial 
Technology, Odisha has emerged as the winner. 

• KIIT is followed by SRM Institute of Science and Technology and Vellore 
Institute of Technology.  

• College of Engineering Pune, Maharashtra has topped the list for State-
Funded Autonomous Institutions. 

• For the first time, ARIIA 2020 rankings had a special prize category for 
women-only higher educational institutions.  

• The results of the rankings have been evaluated based on seven 
parameters.  

• These include budget and funding support, infrastructure and facilities, 
awareness, promotions, and support for idea generation and innovation. 

• This year, a special category for higher educational institutions for women 
has been introduced to bring gender parity in the areas of innovation and 
entrepreneurship.  

• Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for 
Women secured top place under this category. 

Topic- GS Paper III–Education 
Source- Indian Express 
 
PM Cares Fund 

• The Supreme Court has recently endorsed the PM CARES Fund as a “public 
charitable trust” to which donors contribute voluntarily. 
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Highlights of the observation made by Supreme Court 

• The court dismissed the idea that the PM CARES was constituted to 
“circumvent” the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) — the 
statutory fund already in existence under the Disaster Management Act of 
2005 to receive contributions to finance the fight against a calamity. 

• The court refused to direct the transfer of funds from the PM CARES Fund to 
the NDRF.  

• It said they were two separate entities. 

• The Supreme Court endorsed the PM CARES Fund as a “public charitable 
trust” to which donors contribute voluntarily. 

• There is “no occasion” for the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) to 
audit a public charitable trust independent of budgetary support or 
government money. 

•  It is “not open” for a PIL petitioner to question the “wisdom” that created the 
fund in an hour of need. 

•  At this need of the hour no exception can be taken to the constitution of a 
public charitable trust, namely, PM CARES Fund. 

Topic- GS Paper II–Governance 
Source- The Hindu 
 
National Recruitment Agency 
Why in the news? 

• The Union Cabinet has given its approval for creation of National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA), paving the way for a transformational reform in 
the recruitment process for central government jobs. 
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About National Recruitment Agency (NRA) 

• It is a multi-agency body which will conduct a Common Eligibility Test 
(CET) to screen/shortlist candidates for the Group B and C (non-technical) 
posts.  
 

 
 

• NRA will have representatives of Ministry of Railways, Ministry of 
Finance/Department of Financial Services, the SSC, RRB & IBPS.  

• It is envisioned that the NRA would be a specialist body bringing the state-
of-the-art technology and best practices to the field of Central 
Government recruitment. 

• The test will be conducted for three levels: 
a.  Graduate 
b.  Higher secondary (12th pass) 
c. The matriculate (10th pass) candidates.  

• However, the present recruitment agencies– IBPS, RRB and SCC — will 
remain in place.  

• The recruitment is based on the screening done at the CET score level; final 
selection for recruitment shall be made through separate specialized Tiers 
(II, III, etc.) of examination which shall be conducted by the respective 
recruitment agencies.  

• The curriculum for CET would be common. 
How long will the CET score be valid? 

• The CET score of a candidate shall be valid for a period of three years from 
the date of declaration of the result.  

• The best of the valid scores shall be deemed to be the current score of the 
candidate.  

• While there will be no restriction on the number of attempts to be taken by a 
candidate to appear in the CET, it will be subject to the upper age limit. 

• However, the relaxation in the upper age limit shall be given to candidates of 
SC/ST/OBC and other categories as per the extant policy of the Government. 

What will be the medium of CET? 

• The CET will be conducted in multiple languages. 

• The exam will be conducted in 12 languages that are in the Eighth Schedule of 
the Constitution of India. 

Topic- GS Paper II–Governance 
Source- Indian Express 
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Bhadbhut project 
Why in the news? 

• The Gujarat government has awarded the contract for the construction of 
Bhadbhut barrage project. 
 

 

What is the Bhadbhut project? 

• The project is part of the larger Kalpasar Project, which entails construction of a 
30-km dam across the Gulf of Khambhat between Bharuch and Bhavnagar 
districts.  

• The reservoir is meant to tap the waters of the Narmada, Mahisagar and 
Sabarmati. 

Aim of the Project 

• The project also aims to prevent flooding in years when rainfall is higher than 
normal.  

• Embankments 22 km long will be made and will extend upstream towards 
Bharuch, from either side of the river. 

Purpose 

• To prevent salinity ingress which refers to the process of saltwater invading 
areas which previously contained only freshwater. 

• To stop most of the excess water flowing out of the Sardar Sarovar Dam from 
reaching the sea and thus create a sweet water lake on the river. 

• To prevent flooding in years when rainfall is higher than normal by building 
embankments. 

Topic- GS Paper I–Geography 
Source- Indian Express 
 
Domicile-based job quota 
Why in the news? 

• The Madhya Pradesh government’s recent decision to reserve all government 
jobs for “children of the state” raises questions relating to the fundamental 
right to equality. 

What does the Constitution say? 

• Article 16 of the Constitution, which guarantees equal treatment under law 
in matters of public employment, prohibits the state from discriminating on 
grounds of place of birth or residence. 

• Article 16(2) states that “no citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, 
race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them, be 
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ineligible for, or discriminated against in respect or, any employment or 
office under the State”.  

 

 
 

• The provision is supplemented by the other clauses in the Constitution that 
guarantee equality. 

• However, Article 16(3) of the Constitution provides an exception by saying 
that Parliament may make a law “prescribing” a requirement of residence 
for jobs in a state.  

• This power vests solely in the Parliament, not state legislatures. 
Why does the Constitution prohibit reservation based on domicile? 

• When the Constitution came into force, India turned itself into one nation from 
a geographical unit of individual principalities and the idea of the 
universality of Indian citizenship took root.  

• As India has common citizenship, which gives citizens the liberty to move 
around freely in any part of the country, the requirement of a place of birth 
or residence cannot be qualifications for granting public employment in 
any state. 

What has the Supreme Court said on reserving jobs for locals? 

• The Supreme Court has ruled against reservation based on place of birth or 
residence.  

• In 1984, ruling in Dr Pradeep Jain v Union of India, the issue of legislation for 
“sons of the soil” was discussed.  

• The court expressed an opinion that such policies would be unconstitutional 
but did not expressly rule on it as the case was on different aspects of the right 
to equality. 

• Despite Article 16(2), “some of the States are adopting ‘sons of the soil’ policies 
prescribing reservation or preference based on domicile or residence requirement for 
employment or appointment. 

• In a subsequent ruling in Sunanda Reddy v State of Andhra Pradesh (1995), 
the Supreme Court affirmed the observation in Pradeep Jain to strike down a 
state government policy that gave 5% extra weightage to candidates who had 
studied with Telugu as the medium of instruction. 

• In 2002, the Supreme Court invalidated appointment of government 
teachers in Rajasthan in which the state selection board gave preference to 
“applicants belonging to the district or the rural areas of the district 
concerned”. 

• In 2019, the Allahabad High Court struck down a recruitment notification by 
the UP-Subordinate Service Selection Commission which prescribed 
preference for women who are “original residents” of the UP alone. 
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