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UNDERSTANDING INDIAN HISTORY

History is the study of past events. It helps us to understand those processes that
enabl ed the early humansto successfully conguer their environment and develop the
present day civilizations. It is not just a study of battles and kings as is normally
understood by some. It isan analysis of society, economy and cultural trends over a
long period as reflected in available sources. A historian tries to evaluate different
situations over along period and asks questions as to why certain events happened
and what was their impact on society at large? Every new evidence or afresh inter-
pretation of existing evidence by different scholars helpsin enriching our knowledge
about the past. A historian differentiates between fact and fiction. However , myths
which are based on oral tradition of asociety may contain memories of past happen-
ings. The historian’s job is to ascertain the fact through cross checking of different
historical evidence. In this lesson you will learn how India’'s ancient past was con-
structed with the help of large varieties of historical evidence and their interpretation.

@ OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, you will be ableto:
o understand historical construction of India’sancient past;
o know about various types of source material used by ancient historians and

o identify changing traditionsof history writing.

1.1 SOURCESFOR RECONSTRUCTINGANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY

A historian needs source material to reconstruct the past. But sources themselves do
not reveal the past. They need interpretation and the historian makes them speak. In
fact the historian isexpected to track the source, read texts, follow clues, ask relevant
questions, cross check evidenceto offer meaningful explanation. For examplein 1826
Charles Masson noticed the high walls and towers of an old settlement in Harappa
Village of western Punjab ( now in Pakistan), and five decides later Sir Alexander
Cunningham collected some sealsfrom the site, but it took archaeol ogist John Marshall
another fifty yearstoidentify the oldest civilization inthe Indusregion. We shall offer
another example regarding the historian’stask to cross check (corroborate) different
types of evidence. Nowhere in the sources pertaining to king Harsha (seventh cen-
tury AD) do wefind amention of hisdefeat at the hands of Chalukyaruler Pulakesin
[1. But the inscriptions of Pulakesin Il claim avictory over Harsha. In thiscaseit is
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obvious that Harsha's biographer Bana Bhatt who wrote Harshacharita deliberately
did not mention the defeat of his patron.

Theliteral meaning of theitihasais‘thusit was anditistranslated as*history’. There
was a time when only written records were acknowledged as authentic source of
history. Written material could be verified, cited and cross-checked. Oral evidencei.e
myths and folk songs was never considered a valid source. Earlier historians used
myth, fiction and oral traditionsin alimited way on account of their lack of authentic-
ity and verifiability. But today these unconventional sourcesarebeing used innovatively.
Traditionsand cultural traits should be studied in thelight of other historical facts.

For example the Mahabharata is a story of conflict between two sets of warring
cousins. Onein not sure whether there was areal war as narrated in the epic. Some
historians believe that the war did happen while others wait for corroborative evi-
dence for the event .The original story was probably composed by bards known as
sutas who generally accompanied Kshatriya warriors to the battlefield and recited
poemsin praise of victories and other achievements of their heroes. These composi-
tions were circulated orally and preserved as part of human memory.

LITERARY SOURCES
1.2RELIGIOUSLITERATURE

Most ancient Indian texts contain religious themes and these are known as Vedas.
They are assigned to ¢. 1500-500 B.C. The Vedas are four in number. The Rig Veda
mainly consists of prayers. The other three, Sama, Yajur and Atharva-contain prayers,
rituals, magic and mythol ogical stories. The Upanishads contain philosophical discus-
sion on atma and pramatma. They are also referred to as Vedanta.

The two epics, Ramayana and Mahabharata, seem to have been finally compiled by
c.A.D. 400. Of the two, the Mahabharata is attributed to sage Vyasa. It originally
consisted of 8800 verses and was called Jaya gita or a song dealing with victory.
These later got expanded to 24,000 verses and came to be known as Bharata be-
cause it contained the stories of the descendents of one of the earliest Vedic tribes
called Bharata. A further expanded version of 1,00,000 verses was named
Mahabharata. Similarly the Ramayanaof Valmiki originally consisted of 6000 verses
than 12,000 verses and was finally expanded to 24,000 verses.

In the post-Vedic period ( i.e. after BC600) we have recorded alarge number of ritual
literature on moral values called Sutras. Grand public sacrifices to be performed by
rulersarerecorded in Shrautasutra while domestic ritual s connected with birth, naming,
sacred thread ceremony, marriage, funerals etc. are prescribed in Grihyasutras.
This literature was compiled between c. 600-300 B.C.

The religious books of the Jainas and Buddhists refer to historical persons and incidents
connected with their respectivereligions. The earliest Buddhist textswerewrittenin Pali.
They are called Tripitakas (three baskets) viz. Suttapittaka, Vinayapitaka and
Abhidhammapitaka. Of the most important non religious Buddhist literature are the
Jatakas. They contain the stories of the previousbirth of the Buddha. It was believed that
before he was actually born as Gautama, the Buddha passed through over 550 hirths.
Each birth story is cdled a Jataka. These storiesthrow invaluable light on the socia and
economic conditions of the period between the fifth and second centuries BC The Jaina
textswerewrittenin Prakrit and were eventually compiledin sixth century AD at Vallabhi
in Gujarat. They are called Angas and contain the philosophical concepts of the Jainas.
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13SECULARLITERATURE

This category of literature does not have religion as its theme. To this class belongs
the Dharmashastras or the law-books which prescribe the dutiesfor different social
groups. They set out punishments for persons guilty of theft , murder, adultery, etc.
The earliest law books is Manu Shriti. It was the first book translated by the British
and formed the basis of Hindu code of law. Arthasastra of Kautilya provides rich
material for the study of Indian economy and polity of the Mauryan period. Workson
grammar are also sometimes useful for historical reconstruction. The earliest and the
most important work on grammar is the Ashtadhyayi written by Panini, which is
dated by scholarsto around 700 B.C.

The works of Kalidasa who lived during the Gupta period comprise poems and
dramas. The famous among them are Abhijananashakuntalam, Ritusamhara
and Meghadutam. Besides being great creative compositions, they provide us
with glimpses of the social and cultural life of the Guptas. For the history of
Kashmir we have an important book called Rajataranagini written by Kalhana(
12" AD) Biographies or charitias are very important non-religious texts for writ-
ing history. They were written by court poetsin praise of their patron rulers. As
there is a tendency among them to exaggerate the achievements of the patrons
they have to be studied with caution. One such important text is Harshacharita,
written by Banabhatta in praise of Harshavardhana.

Theearliest south Indian literatureis called Sangam literature. It waswritten in Tamil
and issecular in nature. It was produced by poets who joined together in assemblies
(Sangam) patronized by chiefs and kings during the first four centuries of the Chris-
tian era. The literature consists of short and long poems in praise of various heroes,
written probably to be recited in the courts. It also constitutes the epics called
Slpadikaram and Manimekali. The Sangam literature is our major source for the
study of south Indian society, economy and polity during BC300—AD300. The de-
scriptions given in the Sangam literatures are confirmed by archaeol ogical findsand
accounts of foreign travellers.
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Lq 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS1.1

1. Give the names of four Vedas?
() (i) (iii) (iv)
2. Whichisthe earliest text on Sanskrit Grammar?

3. What are Jatakas?

4. What isthe language of the south Indian literature called Sangam Literature?

5. What are the Upanishads?
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1.4ANON-LITERARY SOURCES
INSCRIPTIONS

Inscriptions are permanent writings engraved on hard surface such as stone, metal or
terracotta. Study of inscriptionsiscalled epigraphy. Theearliest inscriptionswerewritten
on stone. They usually record the achievements, activities and ideas of those who got
them inscribed. So we get inscriptions which glorify the exploits of kings or mention
donations made by men and women for religious purposes. Thoseinscriptionswhich are
composed by poets in praise of kings and patrons are known as prashastis. Some
inscriptionscarry dates. Othersare dated on the basis of palacography or style of writing,
with a fair amount of precision. The earliest inscriptions were in Prakrit, a name for a
language used by ordinary people. In later times, Tamil and Sanskrit were also used to
writeinscriptions.

The Mauryan king Ashoka was the first person to issue inscriptions. Most of his
inscriptions are in Prakrit language written in the Brahmi script though, somein the
northwest, were written in Kharosthi. The Aramaic and Greek scripts were used for
inscriptions in Afghanistan so that the local people could understand their subject
matter. The Brahmi script was first deciphered in 1837 by James Princep who was a
civil servant during the British rule. Brahmi was written from left to right like Hindi
while Kharosthi from right to left. Ashokan inscriptions help usgreatly in understand-
ing his religious and administrative policies. From the first century B.C. the kings
started granting land to religious people. The Satavahans kings of the Deccan were
thefirst onesto do so. These inscriptions record the concessions granted to the donee
( the receiver of grant ). Such inscriptions help us in finding out the religious and
economic activities of the period. Some of these inscriptions are written on stone but
most on copper plates. The copper plate charters were probably given as arecord of
the transaction to those who received the land and were granted concessions.

However, there are some limitations of inscriptional evidence. For example some-
times, letters are very faintly engraved, and thus reconstructions are uncertain. Also,
inscriptions may be damaged or letters missing. Besides, it is not always easy to be
sure about the exact meaning of the words used in inscriptions, some of which may be
specific to aparticular place or time.
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LQ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS1.2

1. What isthe study of inscriptions called?

2. What are parashatis?

3. Define palaeography?

4. Inwhich script are most of the inscriptions of Ashokawritten?
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1.5COINS

The study of coinsis known as numismatics. It not only includes visual elements such as
script and images on the coins but aso metdlurgica analysis. Ancient coins were mostly
minted in metals such as copper, siver, gold and lead. The earliest coins found in India
contained certain symbolsand were called punch-marked coins. They weremade of silver
and copper (c. sixth century BC onwards). Thefirst coinsto bear the names and images of
rulerswereissued by the Indo-Greeks, who established control over the northwestern part
of the subcontinent (c. second century BC). Thefirst gold coinswereissued by the K ushanas
in c. firgt century AD. Some of the most spectacular gold coins were issued by the Gupta
rulers. Their earliest issues are remarkable for their purity of gold content.

Coins provide useful information regarding economic history as they were used as a
medium of exchange. Some coinswereissued by guilds or associations of the merchants
and craftsmen with the permission of the rulers. This shows the influence of craft and
commerce. Coinsaso portray kingsand gods, and contain religioussymboals, al towhich
throw light onthe art and religion of thetime.
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LQ { INTEXT QUESTON 1.3

1. What isthe study of the coins known as?

2. Name the metals used to make punch-marked coins?

3. Whichdynasty issued thefirst gold coinsin India?

1.6 ARCHAEOLOGY

The materia remains of the past can be studied with the help of archaeol ogy. Archaeol-
ogy isasciencethat enables usto systematically dig the successive layersof old mounds
and to form an idea of the materid life of the people of the past on the basis of remains
found there. Archaeology is very important to study prehistory i.e. the period before the
invention of writing. History isbasicaly based onwritten material. Although writing was
knownin Indiaby 2500 BC inthe Indus culture, its script has not so far been deciphered.
Thus, though the Harappans knew how to write but the historians have not been able to
read it. Their cultureisplaced in the period called proto-historic phase. Thefirst script to
be deciphered was Brahmi which was used in the Ashokan inscriptionsand it belongsto
the third century BC.

Excavations have brought to light thetool s of early humansin Indiagoing asback asseven
lakh years. The excavated sites belonging to the Harappan period show the layout of the
settlements and the form of the housesin which peoplelived, thetype of pottery, toolsand
implementsthey used and the kind of cerealsthey consumed . In south India some people
were buried dong with their tools, weapons, pottery and other belongings under big and
heavy stones. These graves are known as megdiths. By digging them we learn about the
life of peoplewho lived in the Deccan and south India before the third century BC.
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The dates of remains found in excavations are fixed by various methods. The most
important of them isthe Radiocarbon or Carbon 14 (C14) dating method. Carbon 14
isaradioactive carbon presentinall living objects. It decays, like all radioactive sub-
stances, at a uniform rate when the object is dead. By measuring the loss of C14
content in an ancient object (wood or bone) its age can be determined.

Thehistory of climate and vegetation isknown through an examination of plant resi-
dues, and especially through pollen analysis. Onthisbasisit issuggested that agricul-
ture was practised in Kashmir and Rajasthan around 70006000 BC. The nature and
components of metal artefacts can also be analysed scientifically, and consequently
the mines from which metals were obtained are located and stages in the develop-
ment of metal technology identified. The geological studies provide an idea of the
history of soil, rocks etc, where prehistoric man lived. Human history cannot be un-
derstood without an idea of the continuing interaction between soils, plants and ani-
mal, on one hand, and humans, on the other. Taken together with archaeol ogical
remains, geological and bhiological studies act as important sources for the recon-
struction and devel opment of human history.

A | INTEXT QUESTIONS1.4

1. DefineArchaeology?

2. What isthe use of C14 dating?

1.7ACCOUNT OF FOREIGN TRAVELLERS

Indigenousliterature can be supplemented by foreign accounts. To Indiacame Greek,
Roman and Chinese visitors, either as ambassadors or travellers or to seek religious
knowledge from time to time. They have left behind an account of the things they
saw. To the court of Chandragupta Maurya came a Greek Ambassador called
Megasthenes who wrote Indika. Its original text is lost but parts of it have been
preserved in fragments quoted by subsequent Greek writers. When read together,
these fragments, furnish valuable information not only about the administration but
also socia classes and economic activities of the Mauryan period.

Greek and Roman accounts of the first and second centuries mention many Indian
ports and commodities of trade between India and the Roman Empire. The Periplus
of the Erythrean Sea and Ptolemy’s Geography, both written in Greek, provide
valuable datain thisregard.

Of the Chinese travelers, mention may be made of Fa-hsien and Hsuan Tsang.
Both of them were Buddhist and came to this country mainly to visit the Buddhist
shrines and to study Buddhism. Fa-hsien who cameto Indiain the fifth country AD
describes the conditions in Indiain the age of Guptas whereas Hsuan Tsang pre-
sents a similar account of India in the seventh century during the time of king
Harshavardhan. Hsuan Tsang also describes in detail the glory of Nalanda Univer-
sity (Bihar) during histimes.
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Le‘ N INTEXT QUESTIONS1.5

1. Who wrote the Indika?

2.  Name the Chinese travelers who came to India?

3. Which Chinese traveller refersto the glory of Nalanda University?

1.8CHANGING NOTIONSOFHISTORY

It was suggested, particularly by western scholars that ancient Indians had no
sense of writing history, But it is not true. Actually, Indian’s sense of writing
history was different from that of the Westerners. The people from the West
recorded events in chronological order while the ancient Indians wrote in a dif-
ferent manner. It can be seen in the texts called the Puranas where four differ-
ent ages called Krita, Treita, Dvapara and Kali are mentioned. And in each age
we get detailed lists of the rulers and dynasties. Besides, a large number of
inscriptions have been discovered. These give genealogies of kings of various
dynasties and also refer to their achievements. It shows that Indians had the
basic knowledge of time (period) and space where events were taking place.

Modern research in ancient India history began in 1765 when East India Com-
pany took control of Bengal and Bihar. In order to administer the Hindu law,
Manu Smriti the ancient Indian text on law was translated into English in 1776.
Theseinitial efforts of the British to understand ancient laws and customs culmi-
nated in the establishment of Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1784. Under its aegis
and that of several other such societies Hindu religious and classical texts were
translated into English. The greatest impetusto Indological studieswas given by
Max Mueller, a German born scholar. Soon the British realized that they needed
an intense knowledge of Indian scriptures and social systemsto rule them better.
Even the Christian missionaries felt the need to know more about Indian laws
and customs in order to convert them and help the British strengthen their rule.
Whiletranslating the texts, western scholars wrote about Indian unwillingnessto
change and they being accustomed to despotic rule.

In 1904, Vincent A Smith wrote Early History of India. It was the first systematic
history of ancient India. In this book his approach to history was pro British and he
tried to justify the British rulein India. It served as good propaganda material for the
perpetuation of despotic Britishrule.

The Indian scholars, especialy those who had received Western education, were
upset about the way the British were presenting India history to their advantage.
uided by the Nationalist ideas some of them took upon themselvesthe task of rewrit-
ing history to show to the world the true glory of Indian culture. Two notable nation-
alist historians were R.G. Bhandarker (1837-1925) and V.K. Rajwade (1869-1926)
who reconstructed social and political history with the help of various sources. While
doing so they also attacked some of the socia evils like child marriage and caste
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system and promoted widow remarriage. The contribution of P.V. Kane (1880-1972)
is remarkable. He wrote a monumental work entitled History of Dharmasastra. It
highlightsthe chief elements of ancient Indian society.

These Indian scholars carefully studied ancient Indian texts on polity to demon-
strate that ancient Indians had a keen sense of administration. D.R Bhandarkar
(1875-1950), an epigraphist, published books on ancient Indian political institu-
tions. H.C. Raychaudhuri (1892—-1957) reconstructed the history of ancient India
and while doing so criticized V.A. Smith at many points. A stronger element
appears in the writings of R.C. Majumdar (1888—1980) who edited a multi-vol-
ume History and Culture of Indian People. Until 1960, Indian scholars inspired
by theidea of nationalism glorified the histories of their respective regions and of
Indiaas such. The merit of exploding the myth of despotism goesto K.P. Jayaswal
(1881-1937). He wrote about the existence of Indian republics and self-govern-
ment in ancient India.

After independence, a new trend in history writing took over. There was a shift to-
wards the writing of non-political history with greater emphasis on society and
economy. The Wonder that was India was one such pioneering work written by A.L.
Basham (1914-1986). A further shift is evident in D.D. Kosambi’s (1907 — 1966)
book An Introduction to the Sudy of Indian History. His treatment follows a socio-
economic aspect of ancient Indian history. After him a large number of historians
followed the trend and focused on social, economic and cultural history. Their main
stress was on means of production and the social and economic relationship among
different groups of people.
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Le‘ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS1.6

1. Describethetrend that developed in history writing after independence.

19THEMESIN INDIAN HISTORY

For an overall knowledge of the past, students are to be made aware of various
aspects of society, called THEMES. These themes enable us to learn about de-
velopments in different spheres — social, economic, religious, political and cul-
tural. The developmentsin these spheres are so much interlinked that they often
break the boundaries between them, for example when the pastoral society of
the early Vedic Age got transformed into settled agricultural society in the later
Vedic Age, the political system changed as a consequence. The king who was
earlier known as Gopati (lord of cattle) in pastoral society became Bhupati (lord
of land) with the development of agricultural economy. And with that the wars
began to be fought for acquiring more land instead of cows. The kings gradually
became powerful and kingship hereditary. So, we notice that changesin different
spheres are related to each other an they often influence major developments. In
this course material you will learn about the development in the fields of art,
architecture, caste system, science and economy, technology and al so about the
rise and growth of various religious sects and rituals
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1. Write ashort note on secular literature of Ancient India
2. Write five sentences on coins as a source material for reconstructing history?
3. How does archaeology help usin understanding the past?

AN
| N | ANSWERSTOINTEXT QUESTIONS
1.1

Rig, Sama, Ygjur, Atharva

Ashtadhyay

They contain stories of the previous lives of Gautama the Buddha
Tamil

o M w DN PP

Upanishads are the last part of the Vedas. They discuss the philosophy of atma
and paramatma.

2
Epigraphy
I nscriptions composed by poetsin praise of kings and other patrons

1.

1

2

3. Styleof writing
4. Brahmi

1.3

1. Numismatics

2. Silver and Copper

3. Kushanas

1.4

1. Science of digging to understand the past.

2. It helpsin dating the bones or wood found in archaeol ogical excavations
15

1. Megasthenes

2. Fahsien, Hsuan Tsang

3. Hsuan Tsang

1.6

1. Refer para6 section 1.9
HINTSTO TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Refer 1.3
2. Refer 1.5
3. Refer 1.6
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING AND
PRE-HISTORIC CULTURES OF INDIA

Thehistory of any country or region cannot be understood without some knowledge
of its geography. The history of the peopleis greatly conditioned by the geography
and environment of theregion inwhich they live. The physical geography and envi-
ronmental conditions of a region include climate, soil types, water resources and
other topographical features. These determine the settlement pattern, population
spread, food products, human behaviour and dietary habits of aregion. The Indian
subcontinent is gifted with different regionswith their distinct geographical features
which have greatly affected the course of its history.

Geographically speaking the Indian subcontinent in ancient times included the
present day India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Pakistan. On the basis of
geographical diversitiesthe subcontinent can be broadly divided into the follow-
ing main regions. These are:

() TheHimalayas
(i) TheRiver Plains of North India
(ii) The Peninsular India

@
:) OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, you will be ableto:

o explainthephysical divisionsof Indian subcontinent;

o recognize the distinct features of each region;

o understand why some geographical areas are more important than the others;
o definetheterm environment;

o establishtherelationship between geographical featuresand the historical devel-
opmentsin different regions,

o definethetermsprehistory, prehistoric cultures, and microliths;

o distinguish between thelower, middle and upper Palaeolithic age on the basis of
the tool s used:;

« explaintheMesolithic age asaphase of transition on the basis of climate and the
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toolsused;
o explainthe Neolithic age and its chief characteristics;
o differentiate between Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods and
o learn about the Prehistoric Art.

21THEHIMALAYAS

The Himalayas are the world’s largest and the highest mountain ranges. These are
approximately 2,400 kilometerslong. (Map 2.1). These ranges have not only checked
invasions but have also protected us from the cold winds coming from north. They
a so stop the monsoon winds from the seas which results in rainfall in the northern
plains. However, there are some mountain passes which, though difficult, have
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Map 2.1 The Great Northern Mountains
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aphical Settingand pre-historic

provided access to determined invaders, traders, missionaries. These have helped in
developing cultural contactswith Central Asia, Chinaand Tibet in ancient times.

In the north-western direction the broken Himalayan ranges contain the major routes
linking the Indian plainswith Iran and Central Asiathrough Afghanistan. These pass
through the Gomal, Bolan and K hyber passes. The Greeks, Shakas, Kushanas, Hunas
and other foreign tribes reached India following these routes. Likewise, Buddhism
and other Indian elements were carried out to Afghanistan and Central Asiathrough
these mountain passes.

22THERIVER PLAINSOFNORTH INDIA

The Himalayas also provide India with three river systems dominated by the Indus,
the Ganges and the Brahmaputra. These rivers made their respective regions fertile
and attracted both settlers and invaders.

TheIndusplainsincludetheregions of Punjab and Sind. Irrigated by the tributaries of
theriver Indus, they form avast fertile plain which have made the region the ‘ bread-
basket’ of the subcontinent. It is called so because this region is very important for
wheat cultivation. The strategic location and richness of the Punjab region has at-
tracted foreign invaders since ancient past. The Sind region includes the lower Indus
Valley and the delta. It is the Indus plains which witnessed the development of an
urbanized culture called the Harappan culture for the first time in the subcontinent.
(see lesson 3)

The Gangetic basin receives more rainfall and is more humid than the Indus region.
The Gangetic plainsisdivided into three sub-regions: Upper, Middleand Lower. The
Upper plains of the river Ganges constitute the western and southern parts of Uttar
Pradesh. Thisregion has seen active cultural devel opments since the ancient period.
Thiswasinhabited by the Aryansin the Later Vedic period, during which they prac-
tised agriculture. The Middle Gangetic plains, which is more fertile and has more
rainfall, include eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. It isthe region where mahajanpadas
(territoria states) like Kosala, Kasi and Magadha were established in the 61 century
BC. Thetwo mainreligionsof India, Jainism and Buddhism, also took their birth here.

Thelower Gangetic plains congtitute the Bengal region. Itsnorthern part isirrigated by
the Brahmputra. The high rainfall in this region created dense forest and marshy land
which made it difficult for the development of settlements in the beginning. But its
coastal areas served asimportant channels of communication with other regions of the
subcontinent and al so with the South-east Asian countries. Tamralipti or Tamluk wasan
important seaport of thisregion which played asignificant rolein commercial activities.

The Eastern Indianormally refersto the coastal plainsformed by the river Mahanadi
and other streams. Thefertile coastal plains of this region helped in the devel opment
of agriculture, society and culture. This came into contact with the Gangetic culture
from the time of the Nandas and the Mauryas (4" century BC). Around AD 1000
Orissabegan to develop her distinct linguistic and cultural identity.

TheWestern Indiarefersto theregions of the modern states of Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Itisknown for itsblack soil whichisgood for cotton cultivitation. The Thar desert of
Rajasthan, surrounded by the semi-arid regions, was not as fertile as the Gangetic
plains. Asaresult, thisregion was not much favourablefor cultivation. However, later
in the 8" century AD, with the growth of irrigation mechanism in the form of Persian
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wheel (rehat), many settlements emerged here. Rgjasthan is also the home of the
Rajput clans. In Gujarat thefertile plains of therivers Sabarmati, Mahi, Narmadaand
Tapti brought prosperity. A very long coastal line too hel ped Gujarat to develop con-
tactswith other countriesthrough its ports. The most important seaport of thisregion
has been Brigukaccha or Bharuch (Broach). Notes

2.3THE PENINSULAR INDIA

Peninsular India includes the Deccan plateau and the coastal plains of South India
(Map 2.2). The plateau issituated to the south of the Vindhyamountains. Itisdivided
into three major regionswhich largely correspond to the modern states of Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. The northern Deccan plateau comprises of apart of
Maharashtra. A number of Chalcolithic sites inhabited by people using copper and
stone tools have been found in this region. Karnataka includes the southwestern
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Deccan. Thisregion with the availability of water and other resources had been more
suitable for human settlements than the northern part. The Raichur doab for itsrice
cultivation has been known asthe ‘rice-bowl’ of South India. It has been the bone of
contention between different kingdoms. These regions were inhabited right from the
prehistoric times.

The plateau region aso has hilly terrains in the Western and Eastern Ghats. The
Western Ghats rise sharply close to the western coast, tapering eastwards into the
plateau. They are cut by a series of passes at Junnar, Kanheri and Karle. These
served as trade routes connecting the ports along the west coast. At the southern end
of the Western Ghats is the Palghat pass which linked the west coast to the Kaveri
valley and played an important role in the Indo-Roman trade in ancient period. The
Eastern Ghats merge more gradually into the plateau and the coastal plain.

The coastal plains constitute the states of Tamil Nadu in east and Kerala on west. In
Tamil Nadu the rivers are seasonal. As a result, the people of this region have de-
pended more on the tank irrigation since the early times. However, Kaveri delta has
been the major region of human attraction. It provided opportunity for the cultivation
of rice and witnessed the flourishing of the Sangam culture in the early historical
period. The ports such as Arikamedu and K averipattinam gave impetus to the Indo-
Roman Trade in early centuries of Christian era. The Tamil region evolved adistinct
linguistic and cultural identity of itsown.

r
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LQ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS2.1

1. Name the important mountain passes in the north-western part of the Indian
subcontinent.

2.  Whoinhabited the upper plainsof theriver Gangesduring the later Vedic period.

3. What were the two important religions which took birth in the middle Gangetic
plains.

4. Inwhich state has tank irrigation been popular since the ancient period.

5. The Kaveri deltaisfamous for which crop?

6. Nameany two foreign tribesthat reached Indiathrough north-western mountain
passes in ancient times.

7. Which region is known as the ‘ breadbasket’ of the subcontinent?
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24INFLUENCE OF ENVIRONMENT

The settlement of peoplein any region isvery much dependent on its environmental
conditions. Environment is taken as the surroundings or conditionsin which various
species (men, animals and plants) exist and function. The environment mainly com-
prises of elements such as climate, landscape, rivers, species of plants and animals
(flora and fauna), etc. Now, let us see how environment has influenced the life of
people and their history since ancient past.

A semi-arid region is advantageous to people for settlement purpose. For example,
the Sind region having thistype of climatein ancient period, resulted in theflourishing
Harappan civilization. It aso helped the growth of urban settlements. Similarly, the
rise of Pataliputra and the importance of Magadhain Bihar can also be explained in
relation to its physical features and environment. Pataliputra was surrounded by the
riversnamely the Ganges, Son and Gandak which provided natural defenceaswell as
internal communication. Moreover, the fertile Indo-Gangetic plains helped in the
maintenance of a strong population base.

The environmental conditions also determine the resource potential of aregion. The
forested region can be arich source of timber, whereas the coastal regionsyield the
seaproducts. The hilly regionswith rocks containing the mineral ores can lead to the
development of metallurgy. The extraction of metalsand their usefor tools and other
purposes may add to the standard of living. For example, Magadha was located in
proximity to the iron ore mines and sources of stone and timber in the region of
Chhotanagpur plateau. This strengthened the position of Magadha.

The subsistence pattern is aso influenced by the environmental conditions. The re-
gionscovered by theriver plainshavealluvid soil. Thefertility of soil helpsinsurplus
production. Thetype of soil also determinesthe crop pattern. For example, black soil
isgood for growing cotton. The surplus production resultsin exchange activitieswhich
develop into trade on alarger scale.

An area gifted with navigable rivers has well developed trade and communication
networks. Our ancient literature like the Jatakas and other texts, mention many riv-
erine routes in ancient India. Similarly, the coastal routes promote the long distance
trade with different countries. The mountain passes are also very important in this
context. For example, the Palghat pass linked the east and west coasts and thus
helped in the growth of Indo-Roman trade in ancient times.

Thus, wefind that the physical features and environment hel p usto unfold the histori-
cal processes of aregion. The diversity of Indian subcontinent presents an uneven
pattern of historical developments. The areas which were rich became important
while those with less resources lagged behind. It is important to observe that the
settlement pattern and mode of life depend on the local resource utilization whichin
turn is dependent on the technological developmentsin that region.

r

“
Le 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS2.2

1. Nametheriverswhich provided anatural defenceto Pataliputra(modern Patna).

2. Whichregion supplied iron ore and timber to Magadha?
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3. Whichtype of soil isgood for growing cotton? (Black / Red / Sandy).

4. Which famous mountain pass linked the east and west coasts of India?

2.5PREHISTORIC CULTURES

Prehistoric period isthat period of our ancient past for which we do not have written
records. Therefore our knowledge of the cultures, which developed in thisperiod, is
based only on the materialsfound in the archaeol ogical excavations. Theearliest man
living during this period made toolsand implements of stonefound in hissurroundings.
Thesetoolshelped him to hunt and gather food in order to satisfy hishunger. Sincethe
earliest tool s used by humanswere made of stones, this phase of human devel opment
is known as the Stone Age. In thislesson we shall trace the evolution of prehistoric
man from a hunter and food-gatherer to a food producer. This change did not take
place all of a sudden and took several hundred thousand years. On the basis of the
different type of tools and techniquesthe stages of human development in prehistoric
period are described as the Palaeolithic or Old Stone Age, the Mesolithic or Middle
Stone Age, and the Neolithic or New Stone Age.

2.6 THEPALAEOLITHIC CULTURES

Theterm Pdaeadlithicisderived fromthe Greek word ‘ palaeo’, whichmeansold and ‘ lithic’
meaning stone. Therefore, theterm Palaeolithic agerefersto the old stone age. The archae-
ologists have dated this culture to the Plei stocene period about two million years ago. The
Pleistocene period isthe geological period of the age when the earth’s surface was covered
with ice, and weether was so cold that human or plant life could not survive. But in the
tropica region, whereice melted, the earliest species of men could exi<t.

The peoplelived near the hillocks and used only stonetoolsfor hunting and their protec-
tion. However, the choice of raw material used for tool-making varied from region to
region and depended upon itsavailability. The material used was quartzite availablein
hilly areas of different regions, basalt found in Maharashtra region and limestone in
Karnataka region. On the basis of the nature of progress made in tool types and tech-
niques the Palaeolithic cultures have been divided into three phases. These are — (i)
Lower or Early Paaealithic, (ii) Middle Paaealithic, (iii) Upper or Late Palaeolithic.
These phases covered along period ranging broadly from 5,00,000 to 10,000 B.C.

(@) Tools of the Palaeolithic Period

The main tools of lower Palaeolithic phase were handaxes, cleavers and choppers.
(Fig 2.1) These are called chopping tools. These were rough and heavy and were
made by chipping the sides of the stones. Gradually, sharper and less heavy tools
came to be made.

Theflaketools or chipped pieces were the chief tools during the middle Palaeolithic
period. (Fig 2.2) The tools of the upper Palaeolithic period primarily consisted of
burins and scrapers. (Fig 2.3)

Let usnow discussin brief the chief features and uses of some of the tools mentioned
above. In handaxes, the butt end is broader and the working edge is narrow. These
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Fig 2.3 Chopping Tools & Hand Axes of Lower Paleolithic Age

were used for cutting the trees or digging the roots. The cleavers had abifaced edge.
These were meant for splitting objectslike the trunks of trees. The chopperswerethe
massive core tools with a unifacial working edge, and were used for chopping pur-
poses. The burins were like flakes or blades. These were used for engraving on soft
stones, bones or rocks. The scrapers were also made of flakes. These tools served
the purpose of obtaining barks of trees and skins of animals.
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(b) Geographical Distribution of the Palaeolithic Sites

Thegeographical distribution of the Paaeolithic Sitessuggeststhat thisculturewas spread
throughout the length and breadth of the Indian subcontinent. (Map 2.3) In the north,
Kashmir Vdley and the Sohan Valley in Rawalpindi (now in Pakistan) have yielded
Palaedlithic tools. In Rajasthan, Palaeolithic tools were found at the sites aong the
river Luni. In Western India, the Pal aeolithic tools were also discovered from the sites of
therivers Sabarmati, Mahi and their tributariesin Gujarat. In Maharashtra, the most im-
portant sitesare Nevasaon atributary of Godavari and Patnein the Tapti river system. In
Madhya Pradesh, the rock shelters at Bhimbetka (near Bhopa) and Adamgarh in the
district Hoshangabad have yiel ded tool sfrom the Pal aeolithic to the Mesolithic period.

In Uttar Pradesh, the Belan Valley (the region broadly from Allahabad to Varanasi) is
the most prominent site. It shows human occupation of the areacontinuously fromthe
Palaeolithic period.
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Towards the east, Assam and neighbouring areas including Meghalaya (Garo Hills)
have yielded prehistoric artifacts. Palaeolithic tools have also been found at various
sitesin Bengal, Orissa and Bihar. In Peninsular India, Palaeolithic tools have been
reported from Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. In Tamil Nadu, an important site is
Attirampakkam in Chingleput region. The subsistence of the Palaeolithic cultures
was based mainly on hunting animals and gathering fruits and roots. In other words,
the people were primarily hunters and gatherers with no settled habitation.

On the basis of above discussion, we can conclude that the Palaeolithic cultures of
the prehistoric period were wide spread throughout the I ndian subcontinent. The study
of the tools indicates a gradual progressin tool technology which must have led to
better availability of resources.

(b) Subsistence Pattern

The Palaeolithic people practised hunting and food-gathering for their subsistence.
They made simple stone toolsfor hunting, cutting, digging and other purposes. They
led a nomadic life and migrated to places where plant and animal resources along
with water were easily available.

r
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L" 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS2.3

1.  Which were the two main occupations of man in Palaeolithic age?

2. What were the various purposes for which prehistoric man made tools?

3. Namethe main tools of the Lower Palaeolithic age:

@ (b) (©

27/THEMESOLITHIC CULTURES

Theterm Mesolithic isthe combination of two words, meso and lithic. In Greek ‘ meso’

meansthemiddleand ‘lithic’ means stone. Hence, the Mesolithic stage of prehistory is
adsoknown astheMiddle StoneAge. It wasthetransitiond phase between the Paagolithic
and the NeolithicAges. Onthebasis of archaeol ogical discoveries, the beginning of the
Mesolithic Agein Indian subcontinent is dated to around 10,000 BC.

This period witnessed the rise in temperature, as aresult of which the climate became
warm. These changesfurther resulted in melting of ice of the earlier period and brought
about changesin flora and fauna. Though man was still in hunting-gathering stage, he
now started fishing and some domestication of animals. The main toolsthey used are
called themicrolithsor small stonetools. The Rock paintingsfound at Bhimbetka (near
Bhopal) belonging to the period indicate the artistic taste of the people.

(@) Tools of the Mesolithic Period

The microliths used during the mesolithic period were very small in size varying in
lengthsfrom 1 to 8 centimeters and were largely made out of chipped or flaked pieces.
(Fig 2.4) Some of these tools have geometric forms such as triangles, lunates and tra-
pezes. Theretools could be tied or fixed in other objectsto form an arrow or a spear.
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(b) Geographical Distribution of the Mesolithic Sites

The distribution of Mesolithic sitesindicates that the Mesolithic cultures covered al-
most the entire India from north to south and east to west. Important sites of this
culture are Langhng] (District Mehsana) in Gujarat; Bhimbetka (near Bhopal) in
Madhya Pradesh; Chopani Mando (near Allahabad in Belan Valley) in Uttar Pradesh;
Birbhanpur (District Burdwan) in West Bengal; Sanganakallu (District Bellary) in
Karnataka; and Tuticorin in southern Tamil Nadu.
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Fig 2.4 Tools of the Mesolithic Age
(c) Subsistence Pattern

The Mesolithic people still subsisted on hunting and gathering, but now there was a
shift in the pattern of hunting from the big animals in the Palaeolithic period to the
smaller animals which could be attacked with the help of bows and arrows. In addi-
tionto this, fishing and fowling also became important. The faunal remains of cattle,
sheep, goat, buffalo, pig, rat, bison, hippo, dog, fox, lizard, tortoise and fish etc. have
been found from different Mesolithic sites.
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Le_ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS2.4

1.  What name has been given to the tools of the Mesolithic Age?

2. Name afew tools made during the Mesolithic period?

3. Nameany two sites of the Mesolithic period?

2.8 THE NEOLITHIC CULTURES AND THE ADVENT OF FOOD
PRODUCTION

The last phase of prehistory is termed as Neolithic. The term Neolithic is derived
from Greek ‘neo’ which means new, and ‘lithic’ meaning stone. Thus, the term
‘neolithic Age' refersto the ‘New Stone Age’ of human culture. In Indian subconti-
nent it is dated back to around 8000 BC. The term ‘Neolithic' was coined by Jonn
Lubbock. The chief characteristic of this age was the new type of ground and pol-
ished stone tools. This period also marked the beginning of cultivation of plantsand
the domestication of animals. It led to the beginning of settled life and the growth of
village settlements. The Neolithic culture had following characteristics:

(i) Beginning of agricultural activities

(i) Domestication of animals

(iti) Grinding and polishing of stonetoolshaving sharper edges
(iv) Use of pottery

(@) Meaning of the ‘Neolithic Revolution’

Sometimesthisperiod istermed asthe ‘ Neolithic Revolution’ on the basis of impor-
tant changesin man’ s socio-economic life. The use of the sharp and polished neolithic
tools made it easier to cultivate the soil. It was accompanied by the practice of do-
mestication of animals. These changes in turn resulted in the emergence of settled
agricultural communities. The Neolithic people a so produced pottery for the purpose
of storing grains. As the redevelopment in the Neolithic phase greatly affected the
human life, some scholars have used the term “the Neolithic Revolution” to signify
those changes. But most of the scholars believe that these changesthough significant,
should be viewed in the context of earlier progress during Paleolithic and Mesolithic
ages, and thus, should be considered as‘ evolution’ rather than ‘revolution’.

(b) Tools of the Nealithic Period

The Neolithic tools consist of the ground tools having smooth surfaces, and well-
rounded and symmetrical shapes. The grinding made the tools sharper, polished and
more effectivethan thosein the earlier period. (Fig. 2.5) The ground stone tools of the
Neolithic period included different types of axescalled ‘ celt’. Besidesthe stonetools,
the sites of this period have a so yiel ded varioustypes of bone objects such asneedles,
scrapers, borers, arrowheads, pendants, bangles and earrings. (Fig 2.6)
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(c) Geographical Distribution of the Neolithic Sites

\ The Neolithic sites were spread over aimost al the regions of Indian subcontinent.
(Map 2.4) Inthenorthwestern region Mehrgarhisaclassic sitein the Kachi plains of

Notes
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Fig 2.5 Neolithic Age tools
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Baluchistan. The excavations at Mehrgarh have revealed the evidence of houses
built by Neolithic people. These were built of sun-dried bricks. These houses were /
divided into small rooms. The evidence of cultivation of cropslike wheat, barley and
cotton were discovered from here. The important sites in Kashmir Valley include

Notes

5 (9158 5
G \ - 1 1

Fig 2.6 Neolithic Bone tools from Burzahom
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Burzahom and Gufkral. The dwelling pits, either circular or rectangular, at these sites
form an important feature of Neolithic culture. The Belan Valley along the edge of
Vindhyan plateau near Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh also has many Neolithic sites such
asKoldihwaand Mahagara. The Neolithic tools (both stone and bone), pottery, other
artefacts, floral and faunal remains have been found from these sites. In Bihar and
mid-Gangetic Valley region Chirandisthe most popular Neolithic site. Several Neolithic
sitesare present covering the hills of Assam, Meghal ayaand Nagaland. Thetoolslike
Neolithic celts, small ground axes alongwith the remains of pottery have been found
from this area. In South India the Neolithic settlements were discovered along the
rivers Bhima, Krishna, Tungabhadra and Kaveri. Some important sites are
Sanganakallu, Brahmagiri, Maski, Piklihal, Hallur in Karnataka; Utnur, Nagarjunakonda,
Budihal in Andhra Pradesh; and Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu. These siteshaveyielded
dwelling pits alongwith the evidence of cultivation of cereals and domestication of
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animals. Millet (Ragi) was one of the earliest crops cultivated by the villagers of
South India.

(d) Subsistence Pattern

The advent of agriculture marked a significant change in Neolithic phase. The
people cultivated various kinds of crops such aswheat, barley, rice, millet, lentils,
etc,. depending on the geographical conditions. Agriculture gave impetus to ani-
mal domestication. Hunting still remained an important occupation. The people
domesticated animals which included sheep, goat, cattle, etc. and also hunted
wild animals such as boar, nilgai, gazells, etc. Different kinds of stone toolswere
made by Neolithic people, which has already been discussed. The Neolithic people
also manufactured pottery, which was initially hand made and later turned on
wheel and fired in large kilns. These were the major means of storage for grains.
In nutshell, we can say that the Neolithic cultures were characterised by change
from hunting and gathering to cultivation of plants and domestication of animals.
The new polished tools made it easier for humansto cultivate, hunt and perform
other activitiesin a better manner. It led to greater availability of food resources
aswell asto anincreasein population, whichinturnresulted in theincreasein the
number of village settlements. The Neolithic cultures created the conditions which
helped in the growth of towns in the later period.

r
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Le‘ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS2.5

1. Who coined theterm *Neolithic'?

2. Mention the chief characteristics of Neolithic cultures.
@
(b)
(©
(d)

3. Name animportant Neolithic site of northwestern region.

29THE PREHISTORICART

The rock paintings were an important and distinct feature of the Mesolithic people
though their beginning may betraced to the upper Palaeolithic period. These paintings
are made on the walls of rock shelters, maximum of which have been found at
Bhimbetkain Madhya Pradesh. These throw light on the social and economic lifeon
Mesolithic people. The main subjects of paintings are hunting, fishing and food gath-
ering. Animalslike boar, buffalo, monkey and nilgai are often depicted in these paint-
ings. (Fig. 2.7) The socia activities like the child birth, rearing of achild and burial
ceremony are also shown in the rock paintings. The scenes of hunting in a group
suggest that Mesolithic people lived in small groups. Thus, we can say that the
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Fig 2.7 Prehistoric Art

Mesolithic society was more stable than the onein Palaeolithic age, though hunting-
gathering still remained its main preoccupation.

INTEXT QUESTIONS?2.6

1. Rock Painting or Rock Art was a distinct feature of which period?

2. Name the site in Madhya Pradesh which has the maximum number of rock
paintingsin India

3. Point out the main subjects highlighted in prehistoric rock art.

20D
(oY
The history of India has been greatly influenced by its geographical features and
environmental conditions. Different regions are characterized by their distinct topo-
graphical features which determine the historical changes in those regions. The
Himal ayas have protected us both from theinvaders and harsh cold winds. The moun-
tain passes have provided thewaysfor palitical, social, economic and cultural interac-
tion. Thefertile River Plainsof North Indiahave helpedinrich agricultural production

HISTORY




The Geographical Setting and pr

leading to the emergence of powerful states in the 6" century BC. The Plateau re-
gion, the Coastal Plainsand the hilly terrains of Peninsular India have encouraged the
agricultural settlements and foreign contacts since ancient times. Different environ-
mental conditionsand varying availability of resources have resulted in distinct socio-
economic and cultural formationsin different regions.

Since his appearance in Prehistoric period, the humans have passed through many
stages of cultural growth. Archaeological sources show his existence and subsistence
pattern at various sites in different parts of the subcontinent. He was a hunter-gath-
erer in the Paleolithic and Mesolithic periods. By the Neolithic period he learnt culti-
vation of crops and domestication of animals. He could also manufacture pottery by
then. These developments led to the establishment of village settlements. The stone
tools used in different periods also underwent change. The crude and blunt tools of
the Palaeolithic period were devel oped into sharper and polished onesin the Neolithic
period. The Mesolithic period was characterized by very small stonetools called the
microliths. In other words, the hunter-gatherer of the Palealithic period evolved into
thefood producer of the Neolithic period.

é[ TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Onamap of India, mark out the following:
(i) The Himalayan ranges
(i) The Eastern and the Western Ghats
(ili) Rivers -the Ganges, the Narmada and the Kaveri
(iv) Arikamedu (Pondicherry), Tamluk (Tamralipti) and Bharuch (Broach)
(v) Pataliputra (Patna) and Palghat
(vi)Adamgarh, Bhimbetkaand Koldihwa

2. Assess the influence of the geographical features of India on its history with
specia reference to the Himalayas and the Peninsular India.

3. How does the environmental conditions of a region determine the resource po-
tential ? Give examples.

4. What were the chief features and uses of the tools used during the Palaeolithic
period?

5. How didtheclimatic changes during the Mesolithic period result in the shiftinthe
pattern of hunting?

6. Describethe geographical distribution of Neolithic sites.
7. Givean account of thelife of the Neolithic people.
8.  Why do some scholars usethe term ‘ Neolithic Revolution’ for this period?

AN
| N | ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS
2.1

1. Gomal pass, Bolan pass and Khyber pass
2. Aryans
3. (& Jainism (b) Buddhism
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Tamil Nadu

rice

Kushanas and Huns

Punjab and Sind inthe Indus plains

The Ganges, Son and Gandak
Chhotanagpur

Black

Palghat pass

hunting, gathering

N PN ODDDE DN O

hunting, cutting, digging and other purposes.
3. (@) handaxes (b) cleavers (c) choppers
2.4

1. microliths

2. triangles, lunates and trapazes

3. Bhimbetkaand Chopani Mando

2.5

1. JohnLubbock

2. (@) Beginning of agricultural activities
(b) Domestication of animals

(c) Grinding and polishing of stonetools
(d) Use of pottery

Mehrgarh

1. Mesolithic
Bhimbetka

Hunting, Fishing, Food gathering, Child birth, Rearing of achild and Burial cer-
emony.

HINTSTO TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. SeeMaps2.1land2.2

Refer to the sections 2.1 and 2.3
Refer to the section 2.4

Refer to the section 2.6(a)

A WD
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Aryans

Butt end

Celt

Fauna

Flora
Jatakas
Microliths

Mountain pass

Prehistory
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Refer to the section 2.7(c)
Refer to the section 2.8(c)
Refer to the section 2.8(d)
Refer to the section 2.8(a)

the nomadic groups of people who came from Central
Asia

the portion of the tool, which isgenerally broad and is
used for holdingit.

atype of stone axe made during the Neolithic period.
theanimal life of any region.

the plant life of any region.

Buddhist textswith talesrelated to Buddha'slife.

very small and narrow tools used by man in the
Mesolithic period.

the gap between mountains which help in easy access
to the other side.

that period of our past that doesnot have written records.
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THE HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION

In the previous chapter you learnt that the people in the prehistoric times used tools
and weapons made of stone. Later man started using metals. Copper was the first
metal to be used by man for making tools. Gradually several cultures developed in
Indian subcontinent which were based on the use of stone and copper tools. They
also used bronze, a mixture of copper and tin, for this purpose. This phase in history is
known as the Chalcolithic chalco-Copper; lithic-Stone) period. The brightest chap-
ter in the Chalcolithic period in India is the Harappan civilization which is also referred
to as the Indus Valley civilization.

Harappan civilization was discovered in 1920-22 when two of its most important
sites were excavated. These were Harappa on the banks of the river Ravi and
Mohenjodaro on the banks of the Indus. The first was excavated by D. R. Sahani
and the second by R.D. Bannerji. On the basis of the archaeological findings the
Harappan civilization has been dated between 2600 B.C-1900 BC and is one of the
oldest civilizations of the world. It is also sometimes referred to as the ‘Indus Valley
civilization’ because in the beginning majority of its settlements discovered were in
and around the plains of the river Indus and its tributaries. But today it is termed as
the Harappan civilization because Harappa was the first site, which brought to light
the presence of this civilization. Besides, recent archaeological findings indicate that
this civilization was spread much beyond the Indus Valley. Therefore, it is better it is
called as the Harappan civilization. It is the first urban culture of India and is contempora-
neous with other ancient civilizations of the world such as those of Mesopotamia and
Egypt. Our knowledge of the life and culture of the Harappan people is based only on the
archaeological excavations as the script of that period has not been deciphered so far.

The Harappan civilization did not appear all of a sudden. It developed gradually from earlier
Neolithic village cultures. Itis believed that the better technology to exploit the fertile plains of
river Indus might have resulted in increased agricultural production. This led to the production
of larger surplus to feed and maintain non-agricultural people such as artisans, administrators,
etc. It also helped in the promotion of exchange or trading contacts with distant regions. It
brought prosperity to the Harappan people and they were able to set up cities.

By around 2000 BC several regional cultures developed in different parts of the subcon-
tinent which were also based on the use of stone and copper tools. These Chalcolithic
cultures which lay outside the Harappan zone were not so rich and flourishing. These
were basically rural in nature. The origin and development of these cultures is placed in
the chronological span between circa 2000 BC-700 BC. These are found in Western
and Central India and are described as non-Harappan Chalcolithic cultures.
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@ OBJECTIVES

After studying this lesson, you will be able to:
« explainthe origin and extent of the Harappan civilization;

o describe the Harappan town-planning;

o understand the Harappan social and economic life;

o discuss the Harappan religious beliefs;

o explain how and why did the civilization decline;

o identify the Chalcolithic Communities outside Harappan zone;

« explain economic condition and settlement pattern of these Chalcolithic commu-
nities.

3.1 ORIGINAND EXTENT

The archaeological remains show that before the emergence of Harappan civiliza-
tion the people lived in small villages. As the time passed, there was the emergence
of small towns which ultimately led to full-fledged towns dur