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Direction (1 – 5) : In the following 

passage, there are blanks, each of which 

has been numbered. These numbers are 

printed below the passage and against 

each, five words are suggested, one of 

which fits the blank appropriately. 

The result of Anne’s first term exams 

came out and when her mother went to 

collect it, she was (###Q1###) to see 

Anne’s poor result. On reaching home, 

she called Anne, scolded her and in the 

end gave her some advice regarding her 

studies. She told Anne to work hard, 

(###Q2###) very carefully to the 

teacher and stop wasting her time in 

useless activities. But Anne turned a deaf 

ear to her mother’s advice. Soon she 

realised that she had lost her 

(###Q3###) in the class. The teachers 

didn’t think so well of her now due to her 

poor marks and some of her good friends, 

who were also good in studies, preferred 

to sit in the class and spend time with 

those who were good in studies. She 

realised that life was not about having fun 

only; it is about doing something 

(###Q4###) in order to achieve 

something. She then started to work 

hard. Her grades eventually 

(###Q5###) and her teachers were 

satisfied with her. Her mother was glad 

that she had accepted her advice. Anne 

continued to work hard and she did very 

well in her final exams. If she had not 

accepted her mother’s advice she would 

not have been successful.  

1. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Disappointing B. Upset 

C. Challenging D. Agnostic 

E. Optimistic 

 

2. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Taunt  B. Belittle 

C. Avoid  D. Listen 

E. Disturbed 

 

3. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Stamina  B. Failure 

C. Love  D. Attitude 

E. Position 

4. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Constructive B. Bold 

C. Cowardly  D. Innovation 

E. Disastrous 

 

5. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Severe  B. Significant 

C. Improved  D. Motivate 

E. Incline 

 

Direction (6 – 10) : In the following 

passage, there are blanks each of which 

has been numbered. These numbers are 

printed below the passage and against 

each five words have been suggested, 

one of which fills the blanks 

appropriately. 

The wisdom of Birbal was (###Q1###) 

during the reign of Emperor Akbar. The 

king once asked him to distribute three 

hundred coins in such a way that he gets 

a hundred gold coins there in that life; a 

hundred gold coins in the other world and 

another hundred gold coins neither here 

nor there. While everyone was in a maze 

of confusion and (###Q2###) Birbal 

went out to do the task. Birbal said, “I 

gave a hundred coins to a merchant for 

the wedding of his son to satisfy the first 

condition as the money you spend on 

friends is returned or (###Q3###) in 

some form or the other. The money I 

spent on buying food and clothing for the 

poor – you will get it in the other world as 

the money spent on charity gets 

converted into blessings from God which 

will be your (###Q4###) property. The 

money I spent on the musical concert – 

you will get neither here nor there as the 

money spent on pleasures is just 

(###Q5###) away.”  

6. Find the appropriate word in each case. 

A. Famous  B. Popular 

C. Unparalleled D. Discussed 

E. Envied 

 

7. Find the appropriate word in each case. 

A. Hopelessness B. Restlessness 

C. Melancholy  D. Question 

E. Tiredness 
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8. Find the appropriate word in each case. 

A. Rewarded  B. Awarded 

C. Exchanged  D. Reciprocated 

E. Distributed 

 

9. Find the appropriate word in each case. 

A. Eternal  B. Clinical 

C. Inspirational D. Honorable 

E. Spiritual 

 

10. Find the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Subjugated  B. Arranged 

C. Frittered  D. Hindered 

E. Pervaded 

 

Direction (11 – 15) : In the following 

passage, there are blanks each of which 

has been numbered. These numbers 

correspond to the question numbers. 

Against each question, five words have 

been suggested, one of which would fill 

the blank appropriately. Mark the suitable 

word as the answer. 

Use of plastic has become part of a 

(###Q1###) in which those who 

consume and litter are not supposed to 

be responsible for (###Q2###) 

cleaning after themselves or to bother 

about what will happen to the waste they 

are producing. The (###Q3###) of this 

kind of lifestyle are reflected in the 

festering garbage in the over spilling 

landfill sites, with the height of the 

Ghazipur landfill in Delhi touching 65 

metres. Such (###Q4###) dumps are 

emerging as a serious threat to life with 

leachates in the mixed and untreated 

waste contaminating water and the 

carcinogenic pollution (###Q5###) 

when it is set to fire.  

11. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Creativity  B. Traditions 

C. Cultural.  D. Culture 

E. Cultured 

 

12. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Neither  B. Either 

C. Not only  D. But also 

E. Nor 

 

13. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Innards  B. Facades 

C. Central  D. Inefficiency 

E. Local 

 

14. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Wasteful  B. Hogwash 

C. Wasting  D. Rubbish 

E. Garbage 

 

15. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Release  B. Releasing 

C. Released  D. Will be released 

E. Would release 

 

Direction (16 – 20) : In the following 

passage, there are blanks each of which 

has been numbered. These numbers 

correspond to the question numbers; 

against each question, five words have 

been suggested, one of which fills the 

blanks appropriately. 

Claude Picasso once said: “I could have 

been born into any family. I was fortunate 

that I was born to an artist as 

extraordinary as Picasso, and Picasso 

turned out to be the family business.” 

Most of us who run family businesses can 

(###Q1###) with the words of Claude 

Picasso. There is great satisfaction that 

comes from trying to grow and build a 

dream that was (###Q2###) by one’s 

family. While I am not the biggest 

believer in (###Q3###), I realise that 

there is a great responsibility to carry 

ahead the company built by previous 

generations and in turn pass it on to 

future generations. Today, family 

business is the most common form of 

enterprise. However, with the pros come 

the cons. Standard wisdom is that the 

first generation starts the company, the 

second builds it and the third 

(###Q4###) the business. This is 

particularly true because they are 

brought up with silver spoons and want to 

start their own businesses. Also, they are 

tech-savvy, talented and armed with 

attractive foreign university degrees. But 

they also have to (###Q5###) with 
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the fear of the unknown. Not all startups 

that we see mushrooming these days are 

successful. 

 

16. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Identify  B. Learning 

C. Noticed  D. Imbibed 

E. Remember 

 

17. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Starved  B. Develop 

C. Repressed  D. Nurtured 

E. Abandoned 

 

18. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Progeny  B. Legacies 

C. Ancestral  D. Carry forwards 

E. All can fit 

 

19. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Forms  B. Making 

C. Destroys  D. Evolves 

E. Releases 

 

20. Find out the appropriate word in each 

case. 

A. Commend  B. Face 

C. Happy  D. Contend 

E. Fill 
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###ANSWERS### 

 

1. Ans. B.  

We need an appropriate word for the 

blank to relate the expression of a mother 

after seeing her child’s poor result. Thus 

options C, D and E get eliminated. Further 

‘Disappointing’ does not fit in 

grammatically. Hence option C is the 

correct answer. 

2. Ans. D.  

Anne’s mother gives advice to her 

daughter that she must concentrate on 

studies and stop indulging in useless 

activities; eliminating options A, C and B. 

Option E does not fit in grammatically. 

Hence among the given options, option D 

i.e. ‘Listen’, which makes sentence 

grammatically correct and contextually 

meaningful; is the correct answer. 

3. Ans. E.  

We need an appropriate noun to explain 

what Anne lost. ‘Poor marks’ in the next 

sentence indicates that she lost her 

position. ‘Position’ makes the sentence 

contextually meaningful and 

grammatically correct. Hence option E is 

the correct answer. 

4. Ans. A.  

We need an appropriate adjective for the 

blank to make the sentence 

grammatically correct and contextually 

meaningful. Clearly among the given 

options, ‘Innovation’ is a noun, 

‘disastrous’ is a negative word where as 

we need a positive word, ‘cowardly’ is an 

adverb, and ‘innovation’ is a noun; 

eliminating options C, D, and E. The only 

option that fits in contextually as well as 

grammatically is ‘constructive’. Hence 

option A is the correct answer. 

5. Ans. C.  

We need an appropriate positive word for 

the blank, as Anne’s performance has 

brought a positive change in teacher’s 

behaviour; eliminating option A. Words 

like ‘Significant’ and ‘motivate’ do not fit 

in contextually as well as grammatically. 

Option E ‘Incline’ does not fit in 

grammatically. Hence option C is the 

correct answer. 

6. Ans. C.  

The wisdom of Birbal was popular during 

Akbar's reign and the story signifies that 

no one had wisdom like him. Thus, the 

word 'unparalleled' which means 'that 

which cannot be compared' is the apt 

word. Options A and B are misfits here. 

The word 'discussed' and 'envied' cannot 

demonstrate the greatness of his wisdom. 

Thus, option C is the correct answer. 

7. Ans. A.  

The word 'hopelessness' means 'state of 

despair'. It fits the blank in the correct 

manner. Also, the word "hopelessness" is 

associated with the completion of task 

because of the maze of confusion. The 

word 'restlessness' means 'the inability to 

rest or relax as a result of anxiety or 

boredom.' which is less appropriate than 

option A. The word 'melancholy' means 

'sadness' which is an incorrect reaction 

here. The word 'question' cannot convey 

the reaction of the people. Thus, option A 

is the correct answer. 

8. Ans. D.  

The word in the blank should be such that 

it is synonymous to the word 'returned'. 

Thus, words like 'rewarded' or 'awarded' 

do not have the same meaning. These 

words mean 'remunerated'. The word 

'exchanged' means 'give something and 

receive something of the same kind in 

return' and is incorrect here. The word 

'distributed' means 'dispensed' which 

cannot fit here. The word 'reciprocated' 

means 'returned' and conveys the correct 

meaning. Thus, option D is the correct 

answer. 

9. Ans. A.  

The word 'eternal' which means 

'everlasting' fits here correctly. The word 

'clinical' means 'medical' and is irrelevant 

here. The word 'inspirational' means 

'motivational' but 'blessings' cannot be 

considered as this sort of gift. Thus, it is 

rejected. The word 'honorable' means 

'respectable' and is incorrect here. The 

word 'spiritual' means 'relating to or 

affecting the human spirit or soul as 

opposed to material or physical things'. It 

conveys no meaning here. Thus, option A 

is the correct answer. 
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10. Ans. C.  

The word 'frittered' means 'misused' or 

'wasted' and fits here correctly. The word 

'arranged' means 'organized' which does 

not convey any meaning here. The word 

‘subjugated’ means ‘make subservient; 

force to submit or subdue’ and does not 

mean anything here. The word ‘hindered’ 

means ‘prevented’ which fails to convey 

any meaning here. The word ‘pervaded’ 

means ‘spread through and be perceived 

in every part of’ and is irrelevant here. 

Thus, option C is the correct answer. 

11. Ans. D.  

‘Cultural’ and ‘cultured’ are adjectives 

and cannot be used in the first blank. 

‘Creativity’ means the use of imagination 

or original ideas to create something. 

‘Traditions’ mean the transmission of 

customs or beliefs from generation to 

generation or the fact of being passed on 

in this way. It cannot be used with the 

article 'a'. ‘Culture’ means the ideas, 

customs, and social behaviour of a 

particular people or society and is the 

best-fit word for blank 1. Hence, option D 

is the correct answer. 

12. Ans. B.  

From the given options it is clear that 

blank 2 must have a correlative 

conjunction in it. In the sentence with the 

blank there is already one conjunction ‘or’ 

which is one half of the correlative 

conjunction pair ‘either-or’. Thus, option 

B is the correct answer. 

13. Ans. A.  

‘Facades’ (a deceptive outward 

appearance) and ‘Inefficiency’ are 

contextually incorrect for the third blank. 

‘Innards’ (the internal parts especially of 

a structure or mechanism), ‘central’ and 

‘local’ all hint towards the inner working 

of lifestyles. But the third blank needs a 

plural (as indicated by the use of auxiliary 

verb 'are') which makes option A the 

correct answer. 

14. Ans. E.  

The sentence preceding the sentence 

with the blank 4 categorically states that 

‘garbage’ is being dumped in landfill sites. 

Thus, to maintain continuity, option E is 

the best fit word for blank 4 

15. Ans. C.  

We need an appropriate verb in the 

correct tense for the blank which is 

contextually correct. The blank needs a 

word in the simple past form, making 

option C the correct answer. 

16. Ans. A.  

“Identify” is the correct response that 

should fill the first blank. It means 

associate someone or something closely 

with. Here, the introductory part of the 

given passage starts with a saying of 

Claude Picasso. With reference to the 

same, it has been mentioned further that 

most of the us who run family business 

can easily identify these words of Picasso. 

Hence option A is the correct response. 

17. Ans. D.  

The blank needs a verb with a reference 

to the subject “dream” that precedes it. 

The context talks in the similar manner 

that people derive great satisfaction while 

growing and building a dream that was 

cherished/fostered/nurtured by their 

family. Thus, “nurtured” which means 

“fostered” is the appropriate word for the 

second blank. Other words except 

“develop” are antonymous to the word 

“nurtured” and hence, will be eliminated. 

The word “develop” is grammatically 

incorrect as per the use. 

18. Ans. B.  

“Legacies” means amount of money or 

property left to someone in a will. 

“Progeny” means a descendant or the 

descendants of a person, animal, or 

plant; offspring. “Ancestral” means of, 

belonging to, or inherited from an 

ancestor or ancestors. “Carry forwards” 

means to proceed or progress with. Thus, 

in relation to the context, where there is 

a discussion about the family business, 

word “legacies” is the most suitable 

response. Hence option B is the right 

response. 

19. Ans. C.  

The context states the theory of Standard 

Wisdom which is that the first generation 

starts a company, the second one builds 

it and the third one “destroys” it. Other 

options like “forms”, “evolves” and 

“releases” are inappropriate as they don’t 

go with the meaning of the context. Word 
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“making” is also grammatically incorrect. 

Hence option C is the correct response. 

20. Ans. D.  

"Contend” means to struggle to surmount 

(a difficulty). The word would imply that 

the concerned people will have to live 

with the fear of being unknown while 

starting a business of their own. Hence, 

option D is the most appropriate 

response. 
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