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Weekly One Liner Updates 
1-14th February 2020 

 
Dear readers, 
Bi-Weekly One Liners Update is a collection of important news and events that occurred in the two weeks (1-14th) of 
February 2020. This file is important for, SSC and Railways exams. 
 

 

Important News – India 

 

1. India’s first of its kind fruit train was launched by ______Andhra Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ The fruit train was launched from Tadipatri Railway Station in Anantapur district & from Kadapa district of 
Andhra Pradesh.  

➢ This is the first time an entire train carrying a load of 980 metric tonnes of locally grown bananas which has been 
sent to the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNP)in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

➢ Those bananas will be exported to Iran  
2. The first meeting of the Indian National Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) in ____ New Delhi. 

Note:  
➢ The Union Minister of Human Resource and Development (MHRD) Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ chaired the 

meeting of Indian National Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU) in New Delhi.  
➢ This was the 1st meeting after the National Commission’s reconstitution. 
➢  

3. Indian Navy has carried out  5-day coastal security exercise called, ‘Matla Abhiyaan’ in ____ Kolkata, West Bengal. 
Note:  

➢ Indian Navy has carried out  5-day coastal security exercise called, ‘Matla Abhiyaan’ at Sunderban region in 
Kolkata, West Bengal with the aim to create awareness about the coastal security to the local community & 
understand the navigational complexities in the Sunderban delta waters. 

➢ Indian Navy has carried out  5-day coastal security exercise called, ‘Matla Abhiyaan’ at Sunderban region in 
Kolkata, West Bengal with the aim to create awareness about the coastal security to the local community & 
understand the navigational complexities in the Sunderban delta waters. 

4. World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) 2020 was held in ____ New Delhi. 
Note:  

➢ The Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) was inaugurated a 3-day long World 
Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) 2020 based on the theme “Towards 2030 Goals: Making the Decade 
Count” at India Habitat Centre in New Delhi from 29-31 January, 2020. 

➢ The summit was organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), a research institute specializes in the 
fields of energy. 

5. The Department of Science and Technology has launched a special scheme for Science and Technology infrastructure in 
India is called ____ Sophisticated Analytical & Technical Help Institutes (SATHI)”. 
Note:  
➢ The aim of the scheme is to create shared, professionally managed and strong Science and Technology infrastructure 

in India. 
➢ The SATHI scheme will enable academia, start-ups, manufacturing, industry and R&D labs to offer high-end analytical 

testing.  
➢ This will help to avoid duplication, reduce the dependency on foreign sources & also foster a strong culture of 

collaboration between institutions. 
 

6. How many people were trained under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana from 2016-20 ___ 73.47 lakh. 
Note:  

➢ Approximately 73.47 lakh candidates were provided skilling under Short Term Training (STT) courses and 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) across India from 2016-2020 under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY).  
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➢ It is a flagship program under the Skill India Mission of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
(MoSD&E). 

7. India’s biggest rural technical festival ‘Antahpragnya 2020’ was held in ____Telangana. 
Note:  

➢ The festival was inaugurated by M Prashanthi, District Collector of Nirmal, Telangana. 
➢ The festival was held for 3 days from 31st January to February 1,2020. The theme for the year 2020 was “Spot 

and encourage rural tech innovators”. 
8. India signed 4 MoUs in the field of research and higher education with ____ Norway. 

Note:  
➢ The agreements were led by Anni Line Wold, Norway Director-General,Norwegian Ministry of Education & 

Research and witnessed by Hans Jacob Frydenlund Norwegian Ambassador to India at New Delhi, India. 
➢ The MoU was signed between the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi and the University of Tromso, the Arctic 

University of Norway, for cooperation in fields such as bio-photonics, health & diagnostic tools, nanotechnology, 
water management and renewable energy. 

9. ‘Intivadhakey Pension’ scheme was launched by which state which created a record by covering 94 % of about 60 lakh 
pensioners at their doorstep within a few days _____ Andhra Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ The Andhra Pradesh (AP) state Government led by its Chief Minister(CM)  Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan 
Reddy,has created a record with its ‘Intivadhakey Pension’ (Pension to your Doorstep) Scheme by covering 94 % 
of about 60 lakh pensioners at their doorstep within a few days.  

➢ The scheme was launched in 13 districts on February 1, 2020. 
➢ AP is the 1st state in India to take up such an initiative of Door delivery of pension service. 

10. The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises(MSME) implemented a new scheme named  _____“Scheme of Fund 
for Regeneration of Traditional Industries”(SFURTI). 
Note:  

➢ Under this scheme, financial support will be given to set up traditional industries clusters viz. Khadi, Coir & Village 
industries clusters. 

➢ Traditional industries to be set up in India in a period of 5 years and make the industries more profitable. 
➢ The scheme was first launched in 2005 to boost cluster development by MSME. 

11. According to the recent report published by German cybersecurity firm Greenbone Sustainable Resilience which state 
topped which has been hit by global medical data leak ___Maharshtra. 
Note:  

➢ The analysis was made after data of around 120 million Indian patients were leaked and made freely available on 
the internet. 

➢ Maharashtra was followed by Karnataka in 2nd place with 1,82,865 data leaks giving access to 1,37,31,001 images. 
12. The Supreme Court has directed the state governments to setup “Gram Nyayalayas” within _____ 4 weeks. 

Note:  
➢ It also asked the High Courts (HC) to speed up consultation with department concerned on the matter. 
➢ The present scenario of the states with respect to the Gram Nyayalayas were submitted by the SC Advocate 

Prashant Bhushan. 
➢ The SC  observed that some States haven’t taken any initiative & no notification has been issued in the matter. 

 
13. 15-member trust named ‘Sri Ram Janma Bhoomi Tirtha Kshetra trust’ for the construction of Ram Mandir led by ______ 

Kesava Iyengar Parasaran. 
Note:  

➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced in Parliament about the formation of a trust to oversee the construction 
of a Ram Temple in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh.  

➢ In this regard, 67.703 acres of land near the temple area has been allocated to the trust.  
➢ This 15 member’s trust will also include a Dalit representative who would be in-charge of the entire land. 

 
14. 22nd edition of India International Seafood Show (IISS), 2020 was held in _____Kochi, Kerala. 

Note:  
➢ The show was  organized jointly by the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) under Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry & the Seafood Exporters Association of India (SEAI). 
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➢ The theme of this year’s show is “Blue Revolution- Beyond Production to Value Addition”. 
➢ More than 200 exhibitors, 350 stalls and over 5000 delegates, including foreign delegates, are expected to attend 

the event at Kochi. 
15. Sports Authority of India (SAI) and Hockey India announced the establishment of the High Performance Centers in ____7 

places. 
Note: 

➢ The 7 High Performance Hockey centres will be set up under the Khelo India scheme & will have expert 
professional training, utilization of sports science & education for the youngsters. 

➢ The High Performance Centers  
16. The Union Cabinet has given its in-principle approval for setting up a new Major Port at ____ Vadhavan. 

Note:  
➢ The new Major Port will be established on the basis of land lord model.  
➢ The projected cost of the Vadhavan Port is over Rs 65,000 crore.  
➢ After the development of this new Major Port at Vadhavan in Maharashtra, India is expected to enter the list of 

countries with top 10 container ports in the world. 
17. The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has launched Ease of Living Index (EoLI) 2019 to assess quality of life of citizens 

in _____100 Smart Cities. 
Note:  

➢ The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), has launched, two Assessment Frameworks, viz. Ease of Living 
Index (EoLI) and Municipal Performance Index (MPI) 2019 to assess quality of life of citizens in 100 Smart Cities 
and 14 other Million Plus Cities.  

➢ This will empower the cities to use evidence to plan, implement them & then monitor their performance. 
 

18. Under the Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS) the Union Government has released a total of ____ Rs. 
6,717.18 crore. 
Note:  

➢ During the period of 2015-16 to 2019-20, the Centre has released a total of Rs 6,717.18 crore under the Amended 
Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS). 

➢ A total of 9,641 applications, covering employment of 2.86 lakh persons and investment of Rs. 40026.5 crore 
submitted by textile units, have been issued with UIDs (unique identification numbers) till January 2020.  

➢ This information has been given by textiles minister Smriti Irani as a part of competitiveness of the textile 
industry. 

 
19. Which Metro Rail Network becomes India’s 2nd largest Metro Rail Network of total operational distance of 69.2kms 

____Hyderabad Metro. 
Note:  

➢ The metro route connecting twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad was inaugurated by the Chief Minister of 
Telangana State Mr. K.Chandrashekhar Rao. 

➢ The new Metro line from Jubilee Bus Station (JBS) to Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station (MGBS) will cover a distance of 
11-kms (Kilometers).   

➢ It becomes India’s 2nd largest Metro Rail Network of total operational distance of 69.2kms, only next to Delhi 
Metro Rail Network having an operational distance of 231kms. 

 
20. As of January 1,2020, according to the Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri.Dharmendra Debendra Pradhan, the LPG 

coverage has reached ____ 96.9%. 
Note:  

➢ According to the Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri.Dharmendra Debendra Pradhan, a total of about 27.5 
crore LPG or cooking gas connections are in India. 

➢ Out of this, 8 crore connections have been provided under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) scheme. 
➢ Also, the LPG coverage has reached 96.9 % as of January 1,2020.  

21. The 4th edition of East Asia Summit Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation 2020 was held in ____Chennai , Tamil 
Nadu. 
Note:  
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➢ The conference was jointly organised by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), Government of India (GoI) in 
association with the governments of Australia and Indonesia. 

➢ The knowledge partners of the Conference include National Maritime Foundation (NMF) and the Research and 
Information System for Developing Countries (RIS). 

➢ The previous 3 editions of the EAS Maritime Security Conferences organised by the Indian government were held 
at New Delhi in November 2015, Goa in November 2016 and Bhubaneswar in June 2018. 

 
22. For the first time the Hornbill festival was celebrated in ____Tripura.  

Note:  
➢ Chief Minister (CM) Biplab Kumar Dev inaugurated the 2 day hornbill festival at Baramura hill (in western 

tripura). 
➢ The aim of the festival is to raise awareness among people for bird conservation & to boost tourism. 
➢ The Hornbill festival is a celebration held every year from December 1 to 10, in Nagaland, Northeast India. It is 

also called the ‘Festival of Festivals’. 
➢ Arunachal Pradesh & Manipur also started organising Hornbill festival following Nagaland. 

23. 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS) of Wild Animals, was 
hosted by India at _____ Gandhinagar in Gujarat. 
Note: 

➢ It is an Environment Treaty Supported by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
➢ logo is to Portray Important Migratory Species in India like Amur falcon, Humpback Whale and Marine Turtles,  
➢ the Great Indian Bustard (Gibi) is chosen as official Mascot. 
➢ The theme for the CMS COP 13 in India is, “Migratory species connect the planet and we welcome them Home”. 

24. The 11th edition of the Biennial Mega Defence Exhibition “DefExpo 2020” held in ____Lucknow. 
Note:  

➢ The 11th edition of DefExpo-2020, organized by Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence with a 
support of Government of Uttar Pradesh (UP) was held in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh (UP) for the first time from 5th 
to 9th Feb 2020.  

➢ It’s main theme was “India: The Emerging Defence Manufacturing Hub” with focus on “Digital Transformation of 
Defence”.  

➢ This expo is also termed as “Mahakumbh of defence manufacturing companies”. The last two days of the expo was 
opened for public. 

25. The “2nd BIMSTEC Disaster Management Exercise-2020 (BIMSTEC DMEx-2020)” was held at ____Bhubaneswar/Puri, 
Odisha. 
Note:  

➢ The themes of the exercise was “A cultural heritage site that suffers severe damage in the Earthquake” & “Flooding 
or Storm”. 

➢ Organized by National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), on behalf of the Government of India, BIMSTEC DMEx-
2020 was inaugurated by Chief Minister Odisha, Shri Naveen Patnaik. 

➢ The first similar kind of exercise took place in 2017. 
26. The theme of the 20th ‘Hunar Haat’, an initiative of the Minority Affairs Ministry is ___ “Kaushal Ko Kaam”. 

Note:  
➢ The 20th ‘Hunar Haat’, an initiative of the Minority Affairs Ministry, showcases handmade indigenous products of 

master artisans and craftsmen are made available to the people, will be held from February 13-23, 2020 based on 
the theme of “Kaushal Ko Kaam” at India Gate Lawns, Rajpath, New Delhi. 

27. The Government of India decided to renamed the National Institute of Financial Management (NIFM), Faridabad, after 
___Arun Jaitley.  
Note:  

➢ The Government of India decided to rename the National Institute of Financial Management (NIFM), Faridabad, 
Haryana, as “Arun Jaitley National Institute of Financial Management (AJNIFM)” . 

➢ NIFM, Faridabad was set up in 1993 as a registered society under the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of 
Finance, which train officers of various finance & accounts service recruited by the UPSC. 

28. The “CLIMISHCON” is a Four-day International Conference on changes in Hydrological cycle, Ocean ecosystem, Fisheries 
and Food security will be held in _____ Kochi, Kerala. 
Note:  
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➢ The “CLIMISHCON” is a Four-day International Conference on changes in Hydrological cycle, Ocean ecosystem, 
Fisheries and Food security due to Global climate change.  

➢ The theme of the conference is ‘Climate Change-Effective Adaptation for a Secure Future’. 
29. India’s largest air quality monitoring network will be established at _____ Mumbai. 

Note:  
➢ The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) will develop an air quality monitoring network across 90 

locations in Mumbai, Maharashtra. It will be the largest network in India. 
➢ The project will be completed within next 5 years, funded by BMC and private organisations. 

30. The National Water Conference was held at _____Bhopal. 
Note:  

➢ The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Kamal Nath has inaugurated the National water conference at Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh.  

➢ The conference is being held to finalize the guidelines of “Right to Water Act” or “Water Rights Act” and also 
discussed the water crisis in the state and also making the state a water-rich state. 

31. The BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) ‘Conference on Combating 
Drug Trafficking’ was held in ____New Delhi. 
Note:  

➢ The Union Minister for Home Affairs, Shri Amit Shah inaugurated the two-day long BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) ‘Conference on Combating Drug Trafficking’, in 
New Delhi.  

➢ It was organized by Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), Ministry of Home Affairs.  
➢ This conference was held on the lines of the commitment made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the 4th 

BIMSTEC summit in Nepal’s Kathmandu in 2018. 
32. The Anti-hijack exercise was conducted at ____ Visakhapatnam Airport, Andhra Pradesh. 

Note:  
➢ The Anti-hijack exercise was conducted on February 12,2020 by creating a mock situation using a naval Dornier 

aircraft by INS Dega, (a naval air station of the Indian navy) at Visakhapatnam Airport, Andhra Pradesh and the 
main objective of the exercise was to test the plans and procedures handled by various agencies during hijack 
threats. 

33. The Ministry of External Affairs, announced that two Institutions, the Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra and the Foregin Service 
Institute have been named after ___Sushma Swaraj. 
Note:  

➢ The Ministry of External Affairs, announced that two Institutions, The Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra and The Foregin 
Service Institute have been named after former Indian Diplomat Sushma Swaraj for her Invaluable contribution in 
Public Service.  

➢ The announcement is being made on her 68th Birth Anniversary falling on February 14,2020. 
 

34. To give passengers the experience of world class facilities the Indian Railways has planned to prepare 5- Star Hotel on the 
tracks in ____Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 
Note:  

➢ The Indian Railways has planned to prepare 5- Star Hotel on the tracks in Gandhinagar railway station of Gujarat 
to give passengers the experience of world class facilities. 

➢ This will be the first experiment in India. 
➢ The hotel, being built by the famous hotel chain Leela Group, could be completed by December 2020. 

 
35. Name the Vice-President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam who visited India ____ Mrs. Dang Thai Ngoc Thinh. 

Note:  
➢ During the visit she held bilateral delegation-level talks with Vice President of India, Muppavarapu Venkaiah 

Naidu. 
➢ They agreed to strengthen the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established in 2016 between the two 

countries. 
➢ The Joint Inauguration of the launch of direct flights between India & Vietnam was held at New Delhi. Both sides 

also inked an agreement to open a resident office of Voice of Vietnam in New Delhi. 
36. What is the name of the project to channelize economic activity along Ganga river bank ____ ‘Arth Ganga’. 
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Note:  
➢ According to Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Shipping (Independent Charge), Chemical, and 

Fertilizers, ‘Arth Ganga’ project implies a sustainable development model with a focus on economic activities along 
its Ganga bank. 

➢ Around half of the Indian population lives around the Ganges River belt.In addition, of India’s total freight, about 
1/5th originates and 1/3rd terminates in the states around Ganges Belt. 

 

Important News – State 

 

1. Andhra Pradesh (AP) has launched a doorstep pension delivery scheme named ____‘YSR Pension Kanuka’. 
Note:  

➢ Under the scheme various welfare pensions will be delivered to the old age pensioners. The old age pensioners age 
has also been reduced from 65 to 60 years. 

➢ The disabled pensions (DP) will be Rs. 3000 per month whereas the pension amount for CKDU (Chronic kidney 
disease of unknown)/dialysis pensions will be Rs. 5,000-Rs. 10,000 per month. 

2. Sale of all types of online lottery schemes has been launched by the state of  ____Punjab. 
Note:  

➢ The govt of Punjab has banned the sale of all types of online lottery schemes under section 5 of the Lotteries 
(Regulation) Act 1998 in order to check for illegal sales.  

➢ The act will not only check illegal lottery business but will also boost Punjab’s tax and non tax revenue. 
➢  

3. 34th edition of Surajkund International Crafts Mela was held in _____Haryana. 
Note:  

➢ The Mela is organized by the Surajkund Mela Authority & Haryana Tourism in collaboration with Union Ministries 
of Tourism, Textiles, Culture and External Affairs. 

➢ The main motto of this mela is to promote handicrafts,rural crafts, arts and the culture of the country and also to 
bring our country’s heritage among new generations. 

4. The Amarkantak Narmada Mahotsa 2020 was conducted by ___Madhya Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ Madhya Pradesh(MP) Government conducts the Amarkantak Narmada Mahotsa 2020 from 31st January to 2nd 
February 2020 in the beautiful plains of Amarkantak,MP during Narmada Jayanthi. 

➢ The Narmada is a major source of drinking water, irrigation & hydroelectricity for Madhya Pradesh & Gujarat. 
5. The Janasevaka scheme is launched by which state _____ Karnataka. 

Note:  
➢ The government of Karnataka launched the Janasevaka scheme in certain municipal corporation wards to provide 

home delivery of various government services like ration cards, senior citizen identity and health cards, etc. 
➢ The scheme is launched by the chief minister of Karnataka Mr. Bookanakere Siddalingappa Yediyurappa, and the 

scheme will contain 53 services from 11 departments. 
6. The first of its kind in the country, glass floor suspension bridge is being built in ____Uttarakhand. 

Note:  
➢ Uttarakhand government has cleared the design of a glass floor suspension bridge, the first of its kind in the 

country, to be built across Ganga River in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand  
➢ It is being built as a replacement to iconic Lakshman Jhula which was closed in 2019 due to safety reasons.  
➢ The glass floor suspension bridge design is prepared by Public Works Department (PWD). 

7. For the first time which state government has decided to use drones for mapping villages _____Madhya Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ This will replace the land survey work, done either manually or with the help of satellite images.  
➢ In this regard, state revenue department inked an agreement with Survey of India, the country’s national mapping 

agency under the Ministry of Science and Technology. 
8. The highest number (33,964) of women who go missing in India are from ____Maharashtra. 

Note:  
➢ This is as per the report titled ‘missing women and children in India’ released by National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB).  
➢ It is an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and analyzing crime data. 
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➢ the number of missing children are maximum (10, 038) in the State of Madhya Pradesh (MP) in the year 2016, 
2017 & 2018. 

9. The Mukyamantri Parivar Samridhi Yojana scheme has been launched by ______Haryana. 
Note:  

➢ Chief Minister Mr.Manohar Lal Khattar and Deputy Chief Minister Mr.Dushyant Chautala of Haryana jointly 
launched the scheme. 

➢ The scheme is about providing financial assistance of Rs.6000 to the families below the poverty line. and the 
amount will be transferred through DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer) to Bank accounts. 

10. Which state unveiled an initiative of setting up 1,000 ‘Kudumbashree’ hotels to provide subsidised meals at Rs 25 
____Kerala.  
Note:  

➢ While presenting budget for 2020-21, Kerala’s Finance Minister T.M. Thomas Isaac has unveiled an initiative of 
setting up 1,000 ‘Kudumbashree’ hotels to provide subsidised Kerala meals at Rs 25.  

➢ In this regard, a budget hotel in each of the 1034 local bodies will be set up. 
➢ Kudumabshree has also entered into an agreement for manufacturing products such as umbrella, coconut 

products and curry powders on cluster basis and selling it through the outlets of the Civil Supplies Corporation. 
 
11. The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy has launched the 1st Disha Police Station in 

the State at ____Rajamahendravaram. 
Note:  

➢ The Disha Police station has been established to provide speedy justice to female victims of sexual assaults and 
other heinous crimes under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 

➢ The CM also launched an app for women in distress to get immediate response from the police.  
➢ The new police station will deploy counsellor, mobile kits to gather medical and scientific evidence, and care 

takers to help the victims who come to the station. 
12. First Helicopter Services under UDAN Scheme has been launched by ____ Uttarakhand. 

Note:  
➢ Chief Minister of Uttarkhand Trivendra Singh Rawat along with Shri Pradeep Singh Kharola , Secretary of Ministry 

of Civil Aviation (MoCA) jointly Inaugurated the 1st ever Helicopter services from Dehradun’s Sahastradhara 
helipad to Gauchar and from Sahastradhara to Chinyalisaur.  

➢ This was launched under the Regional Connectivity Scheme-Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik of Government of India.  
➢ The main objective of this Helicopter Services is to Improve the Aerial Connectivity of the Hilly areas in the 

Country. 
13. To inculcate reading habits among students ‘Reading Mission’ has been launched by ____Haryana. 

Note:  
➢ Kanwar Pal, Haryana education minister, launched ‘Reading Mission- Haryana’ to inculcate reading habits among 

students. 
➢ The mission has been launched based on the Central Government’s “Reading Mission -2022” & aims to address the 

lost glory of reading books. 
14. Which becomes the 28th district of the Chhattisgarh ___ Gaurela-Pendra-Maewahi. 

Note:  
➢ Bhupesh Baghel, Chief Minister (CM) of Chhattisgarh, inaugurated Gaurela-Pendra-Maewahi as the 28th district of 

the state.  
➢ The new district, carved out of Bilaspur, has 3 tehsils (taluq) & 3 development blocks namely Gaurela, Pendra and 

Marwahi. 
➢ The new district comprises 166 gram panchayats, 222 villages and two nagar panchayats with an area of 1,68,225 

hectares. 
15. Name the region Tamil Nadu to be declared as Protected Agricultural Zone ____ Cauvery Delta Region. 

Note:  
➢ Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Edappadi K. Palaniswamy announced that special team will be formed to produce 

special law to make the Delta region as a Protected Zone. 
➢ Districts like Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam and Delta regions of Trichy, Karur, Ariyalur, Cuddalore and 

Pudukkotai are included in the Protected Zone. 
➢ Only Agro based Industries are allowed in the Protected Zone. 
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16. To improve the falling level of ground water the Ground Water Act-2020 has been approved by ____Uttara Pradesh govt. 
Note:  

➢ The cabinet has also approved the provisions of penalty and punishment against the person who contaminate the 
ground water level.  

➢ Under this new act, online registration will be mandatory to install submersible pumps.  
➢ Domestic consumers and farmers will not have to pay any fee for this registration. 

17. To establish revolutionary changes in the agriculture sector through technology & sustainable increase in farmers’ income 
using organic and natural farming processes an MoU has been signed with 11 agricultural institutions in the country by 
____Andhra Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ Chief Minister Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy supervised the exchange of MoUs in Amaravati, AP, between 
the state Agriculture Department and institutions, the Indian Council Agricultural Research (ICAR), National 
Institute of Plant Health Management, M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, Central Fertiliser Quality & 
Training Institute, National Seed Research & Training Institute. 

➢ CM also announced 11,158 Rythu Bharosa Kendras will be set up across the state by June 2020,  which will be 
administered by agriculture, horticulture, veterinary and aquaculture assistants to guide farmers in best practices. 

18. Which becomes the 1st UT to pass resolution against CAA, NRC, NPR in Assembly ____ Puducherry. 
Note:  

➢ The Puducherry Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 2019, 
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the National Population Register (NPR). 

➢ Chief Minister (CM) of the Union Territory Puducherry,Velu Narayanasamy moved the resolution & demanded the 
withdrawal of these legislations from the Central Government. Assembly Speaker VP Sivakolundhu said that the 
proposal has been unanimously accepted. 

➢ With this, it has become the first Union Territory (UT) to pass a resolution against the CAA. 
19. To implement the municipal financial accounting system a Memorandum of Understandings (MoU) was signed with eGov 

foundation, Bengaluru by _____Uttar Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ The MoU was signed by Sanjay Kumar Singh Yadav, Special Secretary, Urban Development, Govt. of UP and Viraj 
Tyagi, CEO (Chief Executive Officer), e-Gov foundation. 

➢ The main aim is to digitize the accounting operations & efficient interactions between citizens and city 
administration for the transparency in the system. 

➢ eGov foundation will provide the accrual-based double-entry financial accounting application of DIGIT- India’s 
largest open source platform for urban governance. 

 
Important News – World 

 

1. In the Global Go To Think Tank Index Report-2019, released by the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program at the 
University of Pennsylvania, United States (US), India’s Observer Research Foundation (ORF) was ranked at ____27th. 
Note:  

➢ As per the report India’s Observer Research Foundation (ORF) was ranked at 27th place among 176 global think 
tanks.  

➢ The report was topped by Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (CEIP) of US. 
2. Which country has once again become a member of the Commonwealth family ____Maldives. 

Note:  
➢ The Maldives became the 54th family member of the Commonwealth family. 
➢ In November 2018, President Mohamed Solih,cabinet passed the country’s interest  to rejoin the Commonwealth 

family. 
➢ After the positive feedback from Commonwealth observer group, who visited Maldives in April 2019 & from 53 

commonwealth nations, Maldives readmitted. 
3. Which country ends free entry for Indian tourists ____Bhutan. 

Note:  
➢ The Government of Bhutan, Thimphu decided to implement a daily fee of Rs.1200 ($17) for “regional tourists” 

from India, the Maldives, Bangladesh from July 2020.  
➢ The fee is called SDF “Sustainable Development Fees” inorder to regulate a new tourism policy 
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4. In the 8th International Intellectual Property (IP) Index for 2020 India slips to ____40th rank. 
Note:  

➢ The US Chamber of Commerce’s Global Innovation Policy Center has released the 8th edition of International 
Intellectual Property (IP) Index for 2020.  

➢ The report was authored by Meir Pugatch and David Torstensson. 
➢ The index has been topped by the United States (US) followed by UK (United Kingdom), Sweden, France and 

Germany. 
5. A new Children’s protection fund for India was unveiled by the Prince of _____ Britain.  

Note: 
➢ Britain’s Prince Charles unveiled a new Children’s protection fund for India as part of British Asian Trust. 
➢ He announced Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson (Katy Perry), American singer as the new ambassador for the British 

Asian Trust Children’s Protection Fund for India. 
➢ The British Asian Trust Children’s Protection Fund will protect the child from child labour, child sexual abuse, 

anti-trafficking fund in South Asia. 
6. 27-nation International Religious Freedom Alliance is being launched by _____ United States. 

Note:  
➢ The Alliance will try to adopt a collective approach in protecting and preserving religious freedom across the 

world.  
➢ It was announced by US Secretary of State Michael Pompeo.  
➢ More than eight in ten people in the world today live in a place where they cannot practice their faith freely. 
➢ So, in order to provide them religious freedom, this alliance has been launched. 

 
7. Which country has celebrated its 72nd Independence Day on 4th February 2020 ____Sri Lanka. 

Note:  
➢ On this day, Sri Lanka became an independent nation after getting independence from Britain.  
➢ The major change in the celebration ceremony was the National Anthem of Sri Lanka as it was sung only in Sinhala 

and not in Tamil language.  
➢ The national anthem was used to be sung in both the languages since 2016. 

8. Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi was appointed as new Prime Minister of _____ Iraq’s. 
Note:  

➢ Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi was appointed as Iraq’s new Prime Minister by President Barhim Salih.  
➢ He will replace Adil Abdul-Mahdi who resigned in November 2019 due to anti-government protests. Mohammed 

Allawi served twice as communications minister under Former PM Nouri al-Maliki.  
➢ The 2019 Iraq Protests was also named as Tishreen revolution (October revolution) or Iraqi Intifada. 

9. The United Nations has released USD 30 million for humanitarian operations in _____Syria. 
Note:  

➢ Syria’s Idlib province has received additional USD 30 million for the humanitarian operations from United Nations’ 
(UN) Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  

➢ It has been informed by UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Mark Lowcock UN Security Council meet in New York, United States (US). 

10. The rank of Indian Institute of Management Bengaluru (IIMB) in the Global Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) Business 
School Rankings 2020 is ____third. 
Note:  

➢ This is the first-ever Business School rankings based on the provision of MOOCs. 
➢ MOOCLabs published ranking for the business schools globally who are providing MOOC courses. 
➢ 16 business schools across the world offers open online courses on 3 major MOOC platforms- Coursera, edX and 

Futurelearn. 
11. Fifth Edition of Joint Military Exercise Ajeya Warrior -2020 is conducted between India and ______ United Kingdom (UK). 

Note:  
➢ 120 Army Individuals each from Indian and United Kingdom Armies will participate in this Exercise and the Next 

Edition will be conducted in India, vice-versa. 
➢ The Main Aim of this Exercise is to conduct Joint Training Operations with High number of Soldiers and also giving 

Special Importance on Counter Terrorists operation in Urban and Semi Urban Areas. 
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➢ Training on handling of Modern Weapon Systems and Equipment and Simulator based Training have also been 
Planned. 

12. The World Health Organization (WHO) has officially renamed Coronavirus as ____ ‘COVID-19. 
Note:  

➢ “co” stands for “corona”, “vi” for “virus” and “d” for “disease”, while “19” was for the year, as the outbreak was first 
originated in China’s Wuhan area in December 2019. 

➢ Earlier the WHO had given temporary name for the virus as”2019-nCoV acute respiratory disease” & China’s 
National Health Commission named it as”novel coronavirus pneumonia” or NCP. 

➢ The new name had been picked to avoid references to a specific geographical location, animal species or group of 
people and was pronounceable and related to the virus. 

13. The 43rd session of the annual Governing Council meeting of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
2020 was held in ____ Rome, Italy. 
Note:  

➢ The theme of this year is “Investing in sustainable food systems to end hunger by 2030”. 
➢ The event,opened by President of the Republic of Mali , Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, witnessed interactive sessions on 

how IFAD’s role and experience in supporting sustainable, inclusive, nutritious and efficient food systems place it 
in a unique position to contribute to eliminate hunger. 

14. Name the astronaut returned to Earth after record stay in space ____ Christina Koch. 
Note:   

➢ National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)’s astronaut Christina Koch has returned to Earth after her 
record stay in space.  

➢ With her 328 days stay in space, she has surpassed Peggy Whitson’s record for an American woman on a single 
spaceflight at 289 days. 

 
15. The Mobile World Congress was cancelled due to coronavirus fears which was scheduled to be held in ____ Barcelona.  

Note:  
➢ The Mobile World Congress, the annual telecoms industry gathering that draws more than one lakh visitors to 

Barcelona, was cancelled over coronavirus fears.  
➢ The event was hosted by the  Global System for Mobile Communications (GSMA) telecoms association.  
➢ The decision comes after dozens of tech companies and wireless carriers dropped out, with the latest cancellations 

by Nokia, Vodafone, Deutsche Telekom and Britain’s BT. 
16. Who has been appointed as the Finance Minister of the United Kingdom ____ Rishi Sunak. 

Note:  
➢ He will replace Pakistani Chancellor Sajid Javid. Now three Indian origin Members of Parliament are a part of 

Britain’s most diverse cabinet led by UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson.  
➢ Along with Rishi Sunak, Priti Patel has been appointed as the Home Minister and Alok Sharma has been appointed 

as the Business Secretary in the British Cabinet. 
 

Banking & Financial Awareness 

 
1. The Bank which partnered with Care Ratings for assessing the credit quality of small and medium enterprises (SME) 

customers ___Bank of Baroda. 

Note:  

➢ State owned Bank of Baroda(BoB) has partnered with Care Ratings for assessing the credit quality of small and 

medium enterprises (SME) customers.  

➢ This partnership will help to grade the credit quality of the bank’s current and prospective SME customers by 

processing and analyzing structured, unstructured and new data streams. 

2. The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has given its approval for loan worth Rs 140 crore at 

low interest rate to ____Punjab State Agricultural Development Bank (PSADB). 

Note:  

➢ The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has given its approval for loan worth Rs 140 

crore at low interest rate to Punjab State Agricultural Development Bank (PSADB).  
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➢ This has been done to strengthen as well as provide financial support to PSADB. 

3. Fitch Ratings Inc in its ‘India’s economic growth outlook’, has estimated India’s GDP growth rate for the financial year-

FY21 at ____ 5.6 %. 

Note:  

➢ Fitch Ratings Inc, an American credit rating agency in its ‘India’s economic growth outlook’, has estimated India’s 

GDP (Gross Domestic Product) growth to 5.6 % for the financial year-FY21.  

➢ For the current fiscal 2019-20 (FY 20), GDP is projected at 4.6 %. 

4. The company which has partnered with Eastern Railways in order to set up a pick-up kiosk at the Sealdah railway station 

in Kolkata ____Amazon India. 

Note:  

➢ Multinational technology company(MNC) Amazon India has partnered with Eastern Railways in order to set up a 

pick-up kiosk at the Sealdah railway station in Kolkata, West Bengal.  

➢ Previously successful pilot of pickup kiosks in 4 railway stations across Mumbai, Maharashtra was set up in 2019. 

5. The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the proposal for the combination of Yum Restaurants (India) private 

Limited (YRIPL) and ______Devyani International Limited (DIL). 

Note:  

➢ The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the proposal for the combination of Yum Restaurants 

(India) private Limited (YRIPL) and Devyani International Limited (DIL).  

➢ The proposal is that DIL is going to acquire some Equity Shareholding and sell some KFC restaurants. 

6. The payments bank which has launched an all-in-one QR (Quick Response), point-of-sale (POS) device for merchants 

across India ____Paytm. 

Note:  

➢ Paytm, India’s leading digital payments company,has launched an all-in-one QR (Quick Response), point-of-sale 

(POS) device for merchants across India & SDK (software development kit) for third-party integration . 

➢ With the help of QR & POS device, businessmen will be able to get unlimited payments across the country at zero 

percent fees through Paytm wallet, Rupay Cards & all UPI (Unified Payments Interface ) based apps directly. 

7. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the Insurance cover on bank deposits to ____Rs 5 lakh. 

Note:  

➢ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the Insurance cover on bank deposits to Rs 5 lakh from Rs 1 lakh 

effective from February 4, 2020 with a view to giving protection to depositors. 

➢ The cover is provided by a wholly owned subsidiary of the RBI, the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC). 

8. Reliance General Insurance Company Limited, one of the leading insurance companies in India, has launched a 

comprehensive health insurance plan called ____ Infinity. 

Note:  

➢ Reliance General Insurance Company Limited, one of the leading insurance companies in India, has launched a 

comprehensive health insurance plan called “Reliance Health Infinity”. 

➢ Under the plan, the minimum sum insured will be Rs. 3 lakh while the maximum sum insured limit will be Rs. 1 

crore. 

9. In its 6th Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy the Reserve Bank of India has kept Repo rate at _____ 5.15%. 

Note:  

➢ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced its 6th Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Rates for 2020-21 in Mumbai, 

Maharashtra. 

➢ The RBI has kept policy rates unchanged;  the rates are 

• Repo Rate: 5.15% 

• Reverse Repo Rate: 4.90% 

• Marginal standing facility (MSF) Rate: 5.40% 
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• Bank Rate: 5.40% 

10. As per the new Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) being conducted by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MosPI) the rate of unemployment for 2017-18 is  _____6.1%. 

Note:  

➢ As per the new Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) being conducted by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MosPI), the labour force participation is 36.9 % and the rate of unemployment for 2017-18 is 

6.1%.  

➢ The government is conducting a new PLFS with new parameters and bigger sample size, and its results cannot be 

compared with previous surveys. It’s an attempt to provide authentic data. 

11. Union Cabinet Approves Amendments to Banking Regulation Act to regulate ____ Urban Co-Operative banks. 

Note:  

➢ The Union Cabinet has approved amendments to the Banking Regulation Act to empower India’s Central Bank 

(Reserve Bank of India) to have better control over urban co-operative banks and multi-state cooperative banks.  

➢ These amendments will apply to the urban co-operative banks and multi-state cooperative banks. 

12. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will conduct the “Financial Literacy Week 2020” from ____February 10 to February 14, 

2020. 

Note: 

➢ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will conduct the “Financial Literacy Week 2020” from February 10 to February 

14, 2020.  

➢ The theme of the Financial Literacy Week 2020 is “Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)”. 

13. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is going to conduct the Financial Literacy Week (FLW) 2020 from ____ February 10 – 
February 14, 2020. 

Note: 

➢ The week is based on the theme “Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)”.  

➢ The RBI will also launch a centralized mass media campaign in February 2020 to broadcast essential financial 

awareness messages to MSME entrepreneurs. 

14. To combat the outbreak of novel coronavirus (nCoV) $2 million as funding approved by ____Asian Development Bank. 

Note:  

➢ The Asian Development Bank(ADB) has approved to sponsor $2 million as funding to combat the outbreak of 

novel coronavirus (nCoV).  

➢ Under the funding, regional technical assistance will be provided in Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, 

and Vietnam. ADB has also partnered with the World Health Organisation(WHO) and other regional experts to 

respond to the 2019 nCoV situation. 

15. The Indian government has reported that it has been received remittance of ____ $118.3 billion. 

Note:  

➢ The Indian govt. has released data of remittances received in the country since April 2018- September 2019.  

➢ As per the report around 13.62 million Indian nationals are staying abroad & around $118.3 billion has been 

received as remittance. 

➢ The foreign countries in which a large number of Indians were living include Nepal, the Middle East region, the 

UK(United Kingdom), the US(United States), Malaysia and Germany. 

16. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has doubled the minimum net worth criterion for 

pension fund managers to ____₹50 crore. 

Note:  

➢ Now, pension funds are on par with mutual funds which have to meet a minimum net worth requirement of ₹50 

crores, under SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of India) rules. 
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➢ Provision has also been made for licenses to have indefinite validity. Earlier, the licenses of pension fund managers 

were granted for a period of 5 years.  

➢ Now, the license will remain valid until cancelled by the regulator. 

17. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) requirement of commercial banks for  ____5 years. 

Note:  

➢ In a major step to boost the credit growth, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has eased Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 

requirement of commercial banks for 5- years.  

➢ So now the banks would not be needed to maintain the cash reserve ratio (CRR) for 5- years on their deposits for 

the amount equivalent to loans lent to automobiles, residential housing, and micro, small and medium enterprises 

(MSMEs) between 31 Jan-31 July, 2020 from their net demand and time liabilities (NDTL) for maintenance of the 

CRR. 

18. As per the notified ‘Printing of One Rupee Currency Notes Rules, 2020, the currency note of rupees one will of colour of 

_____ pink green. 

Note:  

➢ The Union Ministry of Finance has notified ‘Printing of One Rupee Currency Notes Rules, 2020’ which will feature 

bilingual signature of Shri Atanu Chakraborty, Secretary, Ministry of Finance. 

➢ It shall be rectangular 9.7 x 6.3 cms, with its paper made of 100% (cotton) rag content. 

➢ ii.The note will be 110 microns thick, weighing 90 GSM (Grams per Square Meter). 

➢ iii.The pink green colour note will have a design of grains, which depicts the “agricultural dominance of the 

country”. 

19. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published draft framework to set up new pan-India New Umbrella Entity for ____retail 

payment systems. 

Note:  

➢ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published draft framework to set up new pan-India New Umbrella Entity (NUE) 

for retail payment systems.  

➢ It will be incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013 and will be given authorization by Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) under Section 4 of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 (PSS Act).  

➢ RBI has invited comments on the draft framework from all stakeholders. 

20. As per the Finance Minister at the end of September 2019 the public sector banks’ (PSBs) has recovered bad loan of  

rupees ______ ₹2.03 lakh crore. 

Note:  

➢ The public sector banks’ (PSBs) bad loans trimmed to ₹7.27 lakh crore at the end of September 2019 in 

comparison to ₹8.96 lakh crore at the end of March 2018.  

➢ The information was provided by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on February 10, 2020. 

21. The Indian Bank Association’s 15th Annual Banking Technology Conference, Expo and Awards 2020 held in _____Mumbai, 

Maharashtra. 

22. At Indian Bank Association’s 15th Annual Banking Technology Conference ‘Most Customer Centric Bank Using Technology’ 

award won by ____ South Indian Bank. 

Note:   

➢ South Indian Bank emerged winner in the ‘Most Customer Centric Bank Using Technology’ category and runner up 

in the ‘Best Payments Initiative’ category for Small Banks. 

➢ The awards were received by Mr. Raphael T J Chief General Manager (CGM) and Chief Information Officer (CIO) in 

south Indian bank and Mr. Sony A Joint General Manager (JGM) in south Indian bank 

23. As per the The Banker’s ‘Top 500 Banking Brands 2020’ report, which Indian bank topped the list of ‘Highest increase in 

brand value’ among global banks ____IndusInd Bank. 

Note:  
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➢ It’s brand value saw an increase of 122% over the past 12 months. The bank reported total assets of Rs 3.1 lakh 

crore at the end of Q3 FY20. 

➢ As a part of the report, the list “Top 50 By Total Brand Value by Country” has been topped by China, followed by 

United States (US) at 2nd position while Canada and the United Kingdom (UK) ranked at 3rd and 4th spots. Japan 

has moved up to fifth spot. 

➢ India ranked 8th in this list in comparison to 10th place in 2019. 

24. The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has revised its Global growth forecast for the year 2020 to  ____2.2 percent. 

Note:  

➢ The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has revised its Global growth forecast for the year 2020 to 2.2 percent from 

the previous 2.3 percent,  

➢ It is because of the Impact in Global market created by Novel coronavirus outbreak in China and also the virus 

starts spreading globally to put barrier for this.  

25. “We Think Digital” Programme to provide digital literacy training to 1 lakh women launched by ____ Facebook. 

Note:  

➢ Facebook launched “We Think Digital” Programme to provide digital literacy training to 1 lakh women across 7 

states, including Uttar Pradesh (UP),West Bengal & Bihar. 

➢ It has been launched in partnership with National Commission for Women (NCW) and Cyber Peace Foundation. 

26. To expand its Unified Payment Interface (UPI) services to 10 million users, the National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) has permitted ____WhatsApp. 

Note:  

➢ National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has permitted the instant messaging platform WhatsApp to 

expand its Unified Payment Interface (UPI) services to 10 million users.  

➢ “WhatsApp Pay”, a payment feature of WhatsApp has been designed to run on Unified Payment Interface (UPI). 

The UPI is developed by the National Payments Corporation of India.  

➢ This facility enables the users do business transactions or to pay others directly through their bank accounts. 

 

Obituaries 

 

1. Name the noted Social activist, feminist writer and journalist passed ___Vidya Bal. 

Note: 

➢ Social activist, feminist writer and journalist Vidya Bal passed away.  

➢ She was known for her heroic oppressive practices involving women.  

➢ She was a forefront fighter for women equality with men.  

➢ Her Public Interest Litigation was against the restriction of women at Shani Shingnapur temple under 

Maharashtra Hindu Place of Worship Act, 1956.  

2. Jaswant Singh Kanwal passed away recently, he was a veteran _____ Punjabi writer. 

Note:  

➢ Eminent Punjabi writer and Sahitya Akademi Awardee Jaswant Singh Kanwal passed away.  

➢ In 1996, he was bestowed the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship award for his book ‘Pakhi’ (Hand Fan) and two years 

later in 1998, he received the Sahitya Akademi award for his novel ‘Taushali Di Hanso’. 

3. Renowned personality Rabi Singh passed away recently, he was a veteran ____ Odia revolutionary poet and freedom 

fighter. 

Note:  

➢ Renowned Odia revolutionary poet and freedom fighter Rabi Singh passed away. He was popularly known as 

‘Biplabi Kabi’ (the revolutionary poet) for his patriotic writings.  

➢ Rabi Singh was awarded Atibadi Jagannath Das Samman by Odisha Sahitya Akademi in 2017 for his contribution 

to Odia literature. 
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4. Padma Shri awardee and renowned Punjabi novelist passed away recently is____ Dalip Kaur Tiwana. 

Note:  

➢ Padma Shri awardee and renowned Punjabi novelist, Dalip Kaur Tiwana passed away at the age of 84 due to old 

age ailments.  

➢ She was well known for novels ‘Teeli da Nishaan’ and ‘Sooraj te Samandar’. She was also a former president of 

the Punjabi Sahit Akademi. 

5. Sahitya Academy Awardee Jaswant Singh Kanwal passed away at 101, he was writer of ____Punjabi. 

6. Daniel Arap Moi passed away recently, he was former President of ___Kenya. 

Note:  

➢ Daniel Arap Moi Kenya’s Ex-President, who is a farmer School Teacher and became Kenya’s longest serving 

President dies at 95 due to age issues and also getting treatment in Hospital for a month.  

➢ Moi’s Death was announced by Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta on the State Broadcaster with a Statement. 

7. Name the noted American author who passed way recently, _____Roger Kahn. 

Note:  

➢ American author Roger Kahn, known for his best-selling book in 1972 “The Boys of Summer” passed away at 

Nursing home in Mamaroneck, New York, U.S due to age related ailments announced by his son Gordon Jacques 

Kahn. 

➢ Kahn wrote at least 20 books in his lifetime. In 1989 he collaborated with Pete Rose for the Biography of legendary 

Boxer Jack Dempsey before Jack gets banned from the game. 

8. Name the Famous cricket journalist and film historian who passed away recently, _____Raju Bharatan. 

Note:  

➢ Famous cricket journalist and film historian Raju Bharatan, 86 years old, passed away at Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

➢ He is also the writer for The hindu and Sportstar and also a popular radio commentator for India’s cricket 

matches. 

9. Giriraj Kishore passed away recently was a famous ____Hindi Novelist. 

Note:  

➢ Giriraj Kishore was best known for his novel “Pehla Girmitiya” (for which he received Padma Shri in 2007) and 

“Dhai Ghar”. 

➢ He was awarded Padma Shri by President of India in 2007, Sahitya Akademi award in 1992, Vyas Samman in 

2000 & an honorary Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) from Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University in 2002. 

10. Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) Veteran, Orator and Philosophical Author passed away ____ P.Parameswaran. 

Note: 

➢ He established Bharatheeya Vichara Kendram in 1982. He served as editor in magazines Kesari, Manthan, Yuva 

Bharathi and Vivekananda Kendra patriika. He also served as President of Vivekananda Kendra. 

➢ ii.Parameswaran has authored books on Indian Philosophy and society. He has written around 21 books, ‘Marx 

and Vivekananda: A comparative study’ and ‘From Marx to Maharshi and Bhagavad Gita – Vision of a New World 

Order’ were popular among them.  

11. Nandu R Kulkarani, 70 years old, passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra, he was a famous ___ Journalist. 

Note:  

➢ He was the bureau chief of the Kolkata- based newspaper “The Statesman” in 1992 & also reported on a wide 

range of subjects including politics & business. 

➢ Nandu Kulkarni started his career with “The Indian Express” in 1976 & reported on economic offenses. 

12. Renowned personality Wendell Rodricks passed away in Goa, he was a famous ____ Fashion designer. 

Note:  

➢ Famous Indian Fashion designer Wendell Rodricks, 59 years old, passed away at Colvale, Goa. He was born on 

28th May 1960 in Goa. 
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➢ Wendell Rodricks was awarded with Padma Shri in 2014 and also Chevalier de L’ordre des Arts et lettres by the 

French Ministry of Culture in 2015. 

➢ ii.He had also authored books namely: “Moda Goa- History & Style”, “The Green room”, “Poskem: Goans in the 

shadows”. 

 

Important Days 
 

1. The World Wetlands Day 2020 was observed on ____February 2, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ World Wetlands Day (WWD) was observed to spread awareness and to conserve the wetlands all over the world. 
➢ The of this year day is “Wetlands and Biodiversity”.  
➢ The theme highlights the importance of biodiversity conservation, which conveys nearly 40% of the world’s plant 

& animal species live or breed on wetlands. 
2. The World Cancer Day 2020 was observed on ____ February 4, 2020. 

Note:  
➢ The World Cancer Day is organized by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), Geneva, Switzerland, 

every year on February 4 to raise awareness to encourage cancer’s prevention, detection and treatment.  
➢ The primary goal of World Cancer Day is to reduce the illness & death caused by cancer. The theme of WCD from 

2019-21 is “I am and I will”. 
3. International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation 2020 was observed on ____February 6, 2020. 

Note:  
➢ The International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) was observed. It was observed since 

2003, as part of the UN’s efforts to eradicate Female Genital Mutilation.  
➢ The day spreads the awareness about FGM which is a violation of the human rights of girls and women. 

4. The National Deworming Day (NDD) was observed across the country on ____ February 10,2020. 
Note:  

➢ The day was organized by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW).This will be followed by the mop-
up day on February 17, 2020. 

➢ The objective of the day is to deworm children and adolescents to reduce the prevalence of parasitic worms in the 
intestine. 

5. TheWorld Pulses Day was observed on ____ Feb 10, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ World Pulses day was established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations to 
recognize the importance of pulses (dry beans, lentils, dry peas, chickpeas, lupins) as global food. 

➢ World Pulses day has been designated on Feb 10 every year since 2019 by the 73rd session of the United Nations 
(UN) General Assembly on December 20, 2018. 

6. International Day of  Women and Girls in Science was observed on ______February 11, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ The day was celebrated to achieve equal participation & access to womens and girls in science. 
➢ The theme of this year is “Investment in Women and Girls in Science for Inclusive Green Growth”. 
➢ The theme aims to encourage women and girls to opt for science. 

7. The World Unani Day was celebrated on  ____February 11, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ The day marks the birthday of great Unani scholar and social reformer “Hakim Ajmal Khan”. 
➢ Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh was the chief guest of the 4th Unani day function organized by AYUSH 

(Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy) Ministry, New Delhi, India. 
8. National Productivity Day 2020 was observed on _____February 12, 2020. 

Note:  
➢ National Productivity day was observed on february 12 annually to increase the productivity culture in India.  
➢ The day commemorates the foundation of the National Productivity Council (NPC) and Productivity week will be 

celebrated from (Feb 12 to Feb 18, 2020). 
➢ National Productivity Council (NPC) comes under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 
➢ NPC increases productivity, competitiveness, profits, augments safety and ensures better quality. 
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9. To commemorate the birth anniversary of the father of evolutionary biology Darwin Day was observed on ____12th 
February. 
Note:  

➢ Darwin Day was celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of the father of evolutionary biology, Charles 
Darwin. 

➢ He was born 12 February, 1809 at Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England. 
➢ This year on 12th February has marked the 211th birth anniversary of the Charles Darwin. 

10. The World Radio Day (WRD) was observed on ____ February 13, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ World Radio Day (WRD) is celebrated all over the world with the theme “Radio and Diversity”.  
➢ The day aims to highlights the unique power of radio which connects lives and brings people together from across 

the world. 
➢ In the year 1924,  Radio was 1st  introduced to India by Madras Presidency Club. 

11. The National Women’s day was observed on _____February 13, 2020. 
Note:  

➢ To commemorate the birth anniversary of independence activist, Sarojini Naidu (also named Nightingale of India), 
every year India observes February 13 as it’s National Women’s day.  

➢ She was born in 13 February 1879 in Hyderabad British India (now in Telangana, India). It should be noted that 
the International Women’s Day is observed on 8th March annually. 

 
New Appointments 

 

1. The Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India (GoI) has appointed as Next High Commissioner of India to Canada 

____ Ajay Bisaria. 

Note: 

➢ The Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India(GoI) announced Ajay Bisaria as Next High Commissioner of 

India to Canada.  

➢ Bisaria is an IFS (Indian Foreign Service) officer of 1987 batch.  

➢ Bisaria served as High Commissioner of India to Pakistan.  

2. Who has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of International Business Machines (IBM) ____ Arvind Krishna. 

Note:  

➢ Indian origin technology executive Arvind Krishna has been elected as Chief Executive Officer of American IT giant 

International Business Machines Corp (IBM) after a “world-class succession process” will be effective on April, 

becomes the third Indian to head US-based multinational company after Microsoft corporation chief Satya Nadella 

and Google ceo sundar pichai. 

3. Who has been appointed as the chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) ____ M. Ajit Kumar. 

Note:  

➢ The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of M.Ajit Kumar as chairman of 

the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).  

➢ Ajit is an IRS (Indian Revenue Service) officer of the batch 1984. 

➢ Ajit served as member of CBIC and he will replace Pranab Kumar. Das as the chairman of CBIC. 

4. Who has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of Iraq ____ Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi. 

Note:  

➢ Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi, 65 years old, was appointed as the Iraq’s new Prime Minister (PM) by its  

➢ President Barhim Salih. He was the successor of Adil Abdul-Mahdi who resigned in November 2019 due to anti-

government protests. 

5. Who has been appointed as the Next High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka ____ Gopal Baglay. 

Note:  
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➢ Ministry of External Affairs has announced Experienced Diplomat Shri Gopal Baglay, a 1992 batch Indian Foreign 

Service (IFS) officer, has been appointed as the Next High Commissioner of India to The Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka.  

➢ Baglay will replace Taranjit Sandhu, who has been appointed as Indian Ambassador to U.S. 

6. Who has been appointed as the President of the Paralympic Committee of India ____ Deepa Malik. 

Note:  

➢ India’s lone woman Paralympic medalist Deepa Malik, 49 years old,Sonipat from Haryana, was elected as 

President of the Paralympic Committee of India.  

➢ He was the successor of the acting interim president Gursharan Singh. 

➢ Deepa Malik won a silver in shot put F-53 event in the 2016 Rio Paralympic games. 

7. Who has been appointed as the new and 4th Prime Minister (PM) of the Republic of Kosovo ___ Albin Kurti. 

Note:  

➢ Former rebel leader Albin Kurti (44 years) has been appointed as the new and 4th Prime Minister (PM) of the 

Republic of Kosovo by its parliament.   

➢ Albin replaced Ramush Haradinaj as the PM, as Ramush resigned the post in July 2019 when he was summoned to 

be questioned at the war crimes court in The Hague, Netherlands. 

8. American Greek economist Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg has resigned as the Chief Economist of the ____ World Bank 

(WB). 

9. Who has become the Executive Chairman of the Linkedin ____ Jeff Weiner. 

Note:  

➢ Jeff Weiner became the Executive Chairman (EC) of Linkedin. He was the CEO (Chief Executive Officer) of Linkedin 

for the past 11 years. Linkedin is the professional networking company owned by Microsoft. 

➢ Ryan Roslansky, senior Vice President (VP) of Linkedin will become the CEO of the company as of June 1. He is the 

successor of Jeff Weiner. 

➢ Tom Cohan, current Vice President of Marketing Solutions will replace Roslanky. 

10. Who has been appointed as the as Britain’s New High Commissioner to India ____ Philip Barton. 

Note:  

➢ The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) of Great Britain announced that it has appointed Philip Robert 

Barton KCMG OBE (Knight Commander order of British Empire) as its new high commissioner of Great Britain to 

India. 

➢ He will Replace Sir Dominic Anthony Gerard Asquith KCMG and will take charge on Spring Season. 

11. Who has been appointed as the new high commissioner of Great Britain to India ____ Philip Robert Barton. 

Note:  

➢ The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) of Great Britain announced that it has appointed Philip Robert 

Barton KCMG OBE (Knight Commander order of British Empire) as its new high commissioner of Great Britain to 

India, He will Replace Sir Dominic Anthony Gerard Asquith KCMG and will take charge on Spring Season. 

➢ Currently Barton serving as Director-General, consular and Security at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

 

12. Who will sworn in as new chief minister of Delhi ____Arvind Kejriwal. 

Note:  

➢ Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) party leader Shri Arvind Kejriwal, 51 years old, to be sworn as Chief Minister (CM) of New 

Delhi on February 16, 2020 at Ramlila Maidan, Delhi, with his cabinet members. He was CM of Delhi for 

consecutively 3 times during the period of 2013, 2015 and 2020. 

➢ The party sent a letter to the Lieutenant Governor Shri Anil Baijal staking claim to form the government. 

13. Who has been appointed as the Director of Cricket of the UAE _____ Robin Singh. 

Note:  

http://www.gradeup.co/
http://bit.ly/32EdwOO


 
 www.gradeup.co  

 

20 | P a g e  

 
 

➢ Former India all-rounder Robindra Ramnarine Singh, 56 years old, appointed Director of Cricket of the 

UAE(United Arab Emirates).  

➢ He was appointed by Emirates Cricket Board after the dismissal of head coach Douglas Robert Brown. 

14. Who has been elected as the President of All-India Chess Federation (AICF) _____ Ajay H. Patel. 

Note:  

➢ Ajay H. Patel was elected unopposed as the President of All-India Chess Federation (AICF) by Justice Fakkir 

Mohamed Ibrahim Kalifulla, returning officer for the AICF & former Supreme Court (SC) judge. 

➢ Other persons who were elected unopposed to AICF are Bharat Singh Chauhan as the Secretary, Naresh Sharma as 

Treasurer, M. Arun Singh as Joint Secretary and Vipnesh Bharadwaj as Vice President. 

15. Who has been appointed as the President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants (ICAI) for the year 2020-21 _____ Atul 

Kumar Gupta. 

Note:  

➢ Nihar Niranjan Jambusaria has been elected as the Vice President of the ICAI for 2020-21. They were elected at a 

meeting of the central council in New Delhi.  

➢ Atul Gupta, who has served the chartered accountancy profession for about two decades, was the Vice President of 

ICAI for the term 2019-20. He is a commerce and a law graduate by education. 

 
Honor & Awards 

 
1. The Most Promising Brand of the Year Award 2019 was won by ____ Amulya Mica.  

Note: 
➢ It was announced during the 7th edition of the MSME Excellence Award. 
➢ The award & summit was organised by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) 

at Le Maiden in New Delhi. 
2. Which state has won the 1st position for its implementation of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 

____Madhya Pradesh. 
Note:  

➢ Union Minister of Women and Child Development (MoWCD) Smt Smriti Zubin Irani presented the award to 
Madhya Pradesh for implementation of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY).  

➢ Indore (Madhya Pradesh) has also won 1st place for better performance in PMMVY. 
3. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta Das was awarded the ‘Central Banker of the Year 2020’, Asia-Pacific 

by ____ The Banker magazine. 
Note:  

➢ The Banker Magazine is a British English-language monthly financial magazine owned by The Financial Times Ltd. 
➢ Global Central Banker award 2020 has been given to Jorgovanka Tabakovi , the head of the National Bank of 

Serbia. 
➢ As per Banker magazine, Shaktikanta Das has made many efforts to improve India’s banking system from NPAs 

loans to banks struggling with fraud. 
4. 1st Mathrubhumi book of the year 2020 award won by ____ Vinod Shukla. 

Note:  
➢ He received this award from Kerala based Malayalam newspaper Mathrubhumi at the Mathrubhumi International 

Festival of Letters 2020. 
➢ He was awarded for his translated book ‘Blue Is Like Blue’ 
➢ Arvind Krishna Mehrotra and Sara Rai have translated the stories of ‘Blue Is Like Blue’s into English. 

5. National Kishore Kumar Samman of the Madhya Pradesh(MP) government for the year 2018 was awarded to ____ 
Waheeda Rehman. 
Note:  

➢ She will be awarded at her residence in Mumbai, Maharashtra by Culture minister of MP Vijaylaxmi Sadho. 
➢ The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 2 lakh and a citation.  
➢ The award couldn’t be given to Rehman during a function in 2019 as she was unwell at the time. 

6. Transport Minister’s Road Safety Award 2018-19 was awarded to ___ Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC). 
Note:  
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➢ Delhi govt’s public transport Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) has been awarded with Transport Minister’s 
Road Safety Award 2018-19 at an event in New Delhi.  

➢ The award was given for its lowest accident rate. 
➢ The award was given by the Association of State Road Transport Undertakings (Asrtu). 

7. Which film won the Best Film award, in the 73rd British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA)Awards 2020 
ceremony ___1917. 
Note:  

➢ The ceremony was hosted by Graham Norton,an Irish television and radio presenter, comedian and commentator. 
➢ First World War drama ‘1917’ won the Best Film award, which was directed by Sam Mendes.The film 1917 won 7 

awards including best picture & director for Sam Mendes, the 1st  time he has been honoured for direction by the 
British academy. 

8. Which company was awarded the prestigious SKOCH Award for “Boron Nitrate Based Personal Hybrid Combat Armour ” 
at New Delhi, India ____ Big Bang Boom Solutions Pvt Ltd. 
Note:  

➢ Big Bang Boom Solutions also won in the MoD (Ministry of Defence) competition around See-Through-Armour and 
Illegal Defence Drones in iDex (Innovations for Defence Excellence) category. 

➢ BBBS was the first company to consolidate Artificial Intelligence (AI) with the defense sector. 
9. Who won the lifetime achievement award instituted by the Mantralaya & Vidhimandal Vartahar Sangh for journalism in 

Maharshtra _____ Dinkar Keshav Raikar. 
Note:  

➢ Maharashtra Chief Minister (CM) Uddhav Bal Thackeray presented the Award. 
➢ Raikar is a consulting editor of Lokmat Group and completed 50 years in journalism. 

10. In the celebrity brand evaluation report for 2019 published by Duff & Phelps the first position was gained by ___Virat 
Kohli. 
Note:  
➢ Indian Captain Virat Kohli has retained the top position for the third consecutive time. Kohli’s brand value has gone up 

to $237.5 million in 2019 with a jump of 39%. 
➢ Bollywood Actor Akshay Kumar becomes the 2nd position with a brand value of $104.5 million. 
➢ Bollywood couple, Ranveer Singh and Deepika Padukone became the 3rd position with a brand value of $93.5 million 

each. 
11. President of India Shri. Ram Nath Kovind presented the International Gandhi Awards for Leprosy to ____ Dr. N.S. 

Dharmashaktu. 
Note:  

➢ The award was instituted by Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation. 
➢ The awards aim to recognize the outstanding work by individuals & organisations to fight leprosy and eliminate 

the prejudices associated with it. 
➢ India had successfully achieved levels of leprosy elimination defined as less than one case per ten thousand 

population. 
12. 1st Indian to receive International Olympic Committee’s Coaches Lifetime Achievement Award ____ Pullela Gopichand. 

Note:  
➢ This was the 3rd edition of International Olympics Committee Annual Awards. 
➢ He is the 1st Indian coach to be Honoured with this Lifetime award by the Olympics Committee. 
➢ Gopichand is a former Indian Badminton player, he founded the Gopichand Badminton Academy in 2008. 
➢ He trained, players like Saina Nehwal (Bronze medalist in 2012 summer Olympics), P.V. Sindhu, Parupalli 

Kashyap, Srikanth Kidambi and etc. 
13. Who becomes the youngest Girl in the World to climb South America’s Highest Peak Mt. Aconcagua ____ Kaamya 

Karthikeyan. 
Note:  

➢ Kaamya Karthikeyan, 12 years old, a class 7 student of Navy Children School (NCS) in Mumbai, Maharashtra, 
became the youngest girl in the world to climb Mt. Aconcagua, Argentina, (highest peak in South America). 

➢ Mount Aconcagua is the highest peak outside Asia which ranges about 6962 metres. 
➢ Kaamya reached the mountain peak on February 1, 2020 and unfurled the Indian tricolour flag. 

14. Who clichéd the best actor trophy at the 92nd Academy Awards ceremony 2020 _____ Joaquin Rafael Phoenix. 
Note:  
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➢ American actor, producer, and environmentalist Joaquin Rafael Phoenix (45) clichéd the best actor trophy for his 
performance in “Joker“, whereas American actress ,Renée Kathleen Zellweger (50) won the best actress for “Judy”. 

15. Who clichéd the best actress trophy at the 92nd Academy Awards ceremony 2020 ____ Kathleen Zellweger. 
Note:  

➢ American actor, producer, and environmentalist Joaquin Rafael Phoenix (45) clichéd the best actor trophy for his 
performance in “Joker“, whereas American actress ,Renée Kathleen Zellweger (50) won the best actress for “Judy”. 

16. Which film has been bestowed with best original screenplay award at the 92nd Academy Awards ceremony 2020 
_____Parasite. 
Note:  

➢ For the 1st time Bong Joon Ho created history by becoming the first Asian and South Korean filmmaker to bag the 
Academy Award for best original screenplay for his genre-defying “Parasite”, while filmmaker Taika Waititi 
bagged the Oscar in the adapted screenplay category. 

17. Who named as the ‘captain of the year’ at the 13th edition of the Annual ESPNcricinfo Awards 2019 ____Eoin Joseph 
Gerard Morgan. 
Note:  

➢ Eoin Joseph Gerard Morgan was named as the ‘captain of the year’ for leading England to win the World Cup Title 
against New Zealand. 

➢ Ben Stokes was awarded the ‘ODI (One Day International) batting performance of the year’. 
➢  

18. Who has been conferred with the Genome Valley Excellence Award of BioAsia 2020 ______ Dr. Vasant Narsimhan. 
Note:  

➢ The award will be given in a function organized by the Telangana government annual global biotechnology & life 
sciences forum.  

➢ Dr. Narasimhan has been selected for his new vision in the pharmaceutical business in digital technology and 
healthcare.  

➢ He also worked in the development of 20 novel medicines, including advanced cells, gene therapy as well as 
vaccines and also worked on the public health issues particularly in developing countries. 

19. The President of India Ram Nath Kovind awarded President’s Colour to _______ INS Shivaji. 
Note:  

➢ The award was received by Nishan Adhikari, INS Shivaji and A special cover marking the Platinum Jubilee of INS 
Shivaji (completed 75 years of service) was released by the President. 

➢ The ceremonial parade was organized by INS Shivaji consisting of 130 officers, 630 sailors of the Indian Navy, 150 
men Guard of Honor and  was commanded by Commodore Ravnish Seth. 

➢ The award ranks high among the honour bestowed upon a military unit in recognition of the exceptional  service 
rendered to the nation, in peace or war. 

20. Who has been bestowed with Indian Achievers Award (IAA) _____Rajendra Indraman Singh. 
Note:  

➢ Founder & Chairperson of Priyadarshini Group of Schools &  Colleges has been awarded the Indian Achievers 
Award (IAA) in recognition of his “Outstanding Contribution to Indian Education”. 

➢ The award was presented by Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal, Union HRD (Human Resource Development) Minister, in a 
special ceremony at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, India. 

21. Who has been selected as the FIH Men’s Player of the Year 2019 _____Manpreet Singh Pawar. 
Note:  

➢ The captain of India men’s national field hockey team selected for the award by  the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH). 

➢ With this he becomes the 1st Indian to receive this honor. 
➢ At the same time, Netherlands women”s captain Eva de Goede (30) has been named as FIH Women”s Player of the 

Year 2019 
 

Sports News 
 

1. Goa 2020 National Games unveils official Mascot as ____ Rubigula. 
Note:  
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➢ ‘Rubigula’, Flame-Throated Bulbul, has been unveiled as the official mascot for the Goa 2020 National Games in 
Panaji, Goa. The Flame-Throated Bulbul is the state bird of Goa.  

➢ Goa will be hosting the 36th edition of the National Games from 20th October to 4th November 2020. 
2. Who won the Men’s single title at Australian Open 2020 ____ Novak Djokovic. 

Note:  
➢ Novak Djokovic from Serbia inched closer to Spain’s Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer from Switzerland on the list 

of male tennis players with most Grand Slam titles after capturing a record-extending 8th title at Australian Open. 
➢ Novak Djokovic has become only the 3rd man to win at least 8 titles.  
➢ Novak Djokovic beat Austrian Dominic Thiem in five sets to successfully defend his Australian Open men’s singles 

title in Melbourne, Australia. 
3. Who won the Women’s single title at Australian Open 2020 ____ Sofia Kenin. 

Note:  
➢ Australian Open is the first of the four annual Grand Slam events among the world’s major tennis championships.  
➢ The grand slam Australian Open is held annually at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Australia. 
➢ In Australian Open 2020, Sofia Kenin defeated Garbiñe Muguruza to win the Women’s Singles title. 

 
4. The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has suspended weightlifter ____Ramshad AR. 

Note:  
➢ The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has suspended weightlifter Ramshad AR for a period of 2 years after 

being found guilty of violating the anti-doping rule. 
➢ He was examined by the Doping Control Officer of NADA during the 71st Men’s National Weightlifting 

Championship. 
5. Name the American tennis player who has been banned for 22 month for doping by the International Tennis 

Federation(ITF) ______Abigail Spears. 
Note: 

➢ The ban was announced on spears after she failed the doping test from the 2019 US (United States) open match.  
➢ The ban which was started from November 07, 2019, will end at midnight on September 6, 2021.  
➢ Prohibited substances such as prasterone and testosterone were found during the test. 
➢ Spears has won 21 women’s doubles titles in her career and has also won the mixed doubles title of 2017 

Australian open. 
6. 13th edition of 2020 ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup won by _____Bangladesh. 

Note: 
➢ 13th edition of 2020 ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup, an international limited-overs cricket tournament was held 

in South Africa from 17 January – 9 February 2020.  
➢ It was administered by International Cricket Council (ICC) & 16 teams participated in the cricket tournament with 

a total of 48 matches played between the teams. 
➢ The Finals were held at the JB Marks Oval, Potchefstroom, South Africa between Bangladesh & India.  
➢ Bangladesh’s youth team defeated India by three wickets in a thrilling match in the final.  

7. ICC Women’s Championship trophy 2020 won by ____Australia. 
Note:  

➢ The Australia’s team was led by Meghann Moira Lanning (also known as Meg Lanning), which also won this trophy 
last time(ie 1st edition 2014–16). 

➢ With this, Australia making it to the Women’s Cricket World Cup in New Zealand  2021. 
➢ The ICC Women’s Championship has given hosts New Zealand and four top teams a direct place in the World Cup 

2021. 
8. Who won the men’s title in the Indian National Billiards & Snooker Championship 2020 ____Aditya Mehta. 

Note:  
➢ Indian snooker player, Aditya Mehta has won the men’s title in Indian National Billiards & Snooker Championship 

2020 held at PYC Hindu Gymkhana in Pune , Maharashtra. 
➢ Aditya Mehta, who represented the Petroleum Sports Promotion Board (PSPB),has defeated several-time world 

champion Pankaj Advani with 6-2 scores and won the title. 
 

9. Who won the women’s title in the Indian National Billiards & Snooker Championship 2020 ____ Vidya Viswanathan. 
Note:  
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➢ Indian snooker player, Vidya Viswanathan has won the women’s title in Indian National Billiards & Snooker 
Championship 2020 held at PYC Hindu Gymkhana in Pune , Maharashtra. 

➢ in the women’s snooker finals, Karnataka’s Vidya Pillai defeated Amee Kamani of Madhya Pradesh with 3-2 scores.  
➢ This is the 10th National Snooker title of Pillai. 

10. Who made a new world record in pole vault by jumping a height of 6.17 meters _____Armand Mondo Duplaints.  
Note:  

➢ Mondo Duplaints jumped a height of 6.17 meters on his 2nd attempt at the World Athletics Indoor Tour meeting in 
Torun, Poland. 

➢ Duplaints was born on 10 November 1999, at Lafayette, Louisiana, United States (US). 
➢ Renaud Lavillennie’s, french-player, record was 6.16 meters in February 2014 in Donetsk, Ukraine.   

11. Name the cricketer who retained his top position in the International Cricket Council Men’s test ranking 2020 released on 
11th February 2020 ____Virat Kohli. 
Note:  
➢ Pakistan batsman Babar Azam, who scored a century in the first Test match against Bangladesh, has jumped two 

places to 5th in test batting rankings with 800 points. 
➢ Cheteshwar Pujara has dropped one place to 7th position from 6th .  
➢ At the same time, David Warner (Australia) has come in 6th place.  
➢ Ajinkya Rahane remains in the top 10 and holds the 9th position. 
 

12. The 54th All India Bombay Gold Cup Hockey Tournament title was won by ____Indian Navy. 
Note:  

➢ Indian Navy, Mumbai (Maharashtra) has defeated South Central Railway (SCR), Secunderabad. 
➢ The tournament was organised by Mumbai Hockey Association Limited (MHAL). 
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