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PM Modi inaugurated Kosi Rail Mahasetu and 12 other rail infrastructures in
Bihar
« Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the historic Kosi Rail Mahasetu
through video conference.
» The government of India had sanctioned the mega bridge line project in Bihar in
2003-2004.
« Apart from Kosi river Megasetu, Prime Minister also inaugurated 12 rail projects
that are related to the passenger facilities for the benefit of Bihar.
* In his virtual address during the launch, PM Narendra Modi talked about various
issues such as the latest agricultural bill and the development in Bihar under Nitish
Kumar’s government.

Wild Life Week 2020 is observed from the 2nd of October to 8th of October in
India.

o Wildlife Week is celebrated in the country with the view to preserve the fauna,
which means the animal life of India.

e The Government has established an Indian Board of Wild Life, whose purpose is
to improve the consciousness as well as the awareness of the Indian people
towards wildlife preservation.

Objectives of Wild Life Week:

e To create awareness of the protection and conservation of wildlife.

e To focus the people’s attention towards the importance of conservation of wildlife.

e To implement more services to preserve wildlife.

e Todiscuss all the issues related to the preservation of wildlife.

India-Bangladesh Naval Forces to Hold Exercise Bongosagar

e The 2nd edition of India-Bangladesh Bilateral Exercise Bongosagar begins on

October 3 and will end on October 5 in the Bay of Bengal.

Note: This edition of the joint naval exercise between Bangladesh and India will include
surface warfare drills, seamanship evolutions and helicopter operations.
The exercise Bongosagar is aimed at developing interoperability and joint operational
skills through conduct of maritime exercises and operations.
The Exercise Bongosagar will be followed by the 3rd edition of IN-BN Coordinated
Patrol (CORPAT). This joint exercise will take place in the Northern Bay of Bengal from
October 4-5. India and Bangladesh’s navy will patrol along the International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) during the CORPAT exercise.

India test-fires new version of nuclear-capable 'Shaurya’ Missile
e India successfully test fired its indigenously developed nuclear capable hypersonic
missile 'Shaurya' with a strike range of around 1,000 kilometre. 'Shaurya’, which is
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the land variant of India's K-15 missile, is capable of carrying payloads of 200 kg
to 1000 kg and has a strike range of 700 km to 1000 km.

e The surface-to-surface tactical missile was blasted off from a canister strapped to
the ground launcher from launch complex 4 of ITR (Integrated Test Range) in the
APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha by DRDO.

e According to DRDO, Shaurya is one of the top 10 missiles in the world with its
high performance navigation and guidance systems, sophisticated control
technologies, efficient propulsion systems and canisterised launch.

NASA launches SS Kalpana Chawla Cygnus spacecraft to International Space
Station

e This spacecraft will receive thousands of kilograms of essential space supplies and
related-equipments to the astronauts of International Space Station (ISS). SS
Kalpana Chawla Cygnus spacecraft along with Antares rocket for NG-14 mission
was launched on October 2nd.

e This spacecraft is made by Thale Alena Space in Turin, Italy and has a
composition of pressurized cargo modules.

e The vehicle consists of two solar arrays, navigation equipment and propulsion
element.

e The Cygnus spacecraft is an expendable American cargo spacecraft developed by
Orbital Sciences Corporation and manufactured and launched by Northrop
Grumman Innovation Systems.

Note: Kalpana Chawla was an American astronaut, engineer, and the first woman of
Indian origin to go to space. Kalpana was one of the seven crew members who died in the
Space Shuttle Columbia disaster in 2003.

Development Monitoring and Evaluation Office, Niti Ayog surveyed Data
Governance Quality Index.
e Department of Fertilizers under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers got 2nd

rank amongst the 16 Economic Ministries / Departments and 3rd rank out of the
65 Ministries / Departments with a score 4.11 on a scale of 5 on DGQI (Data
Governance Quality Index).

Note: The purpose of this survey is to assess the performance of different Ministries

/Departments on the basis of implementation of Centrally Sponsored Schemes and

Central Sector Schemes.

There is a Self-assessment based review of data preparedness levels across Ministries /

Departments to produce a DGQI. In this survey, an online questionnaire was prepared

under six major themes of DGQI: Data Quality; Data Generation; Use of Technology;

Data Analysis, Use and Dissemination; Data Security and HR Capacity and Case

Studies.
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India and France jointly launched the constellation of maritime surveillance
satellites for the Indian Ocean Region.

e The primary objective is to trace illegal spillage of oil by ships.

e The Indian Ocean Region has several Sea Lanes of Communication and is used by
many ships every day.

e French space agency CNES and ISRO committed to building and developing a
constellation of satellites carrying telecommunications and optical remote-sensing
instruments and radar, constituting the first space-based system capable of
tracking ships continuously in the world. The monitoring centre will be based in
India.

Reliance Life Sciences Develops RT-PCR Kit that Promises Diagnosis of Covid-19 in
2 Hours
e The Kit, developed by scientists at Reliance Life Sciences, is named R-Green Kit
(SARS COV2-real-time PCR) and has been technically validated by ICMR for
satisfactory performance.

Visnu Shivaraj Pandian wins gold in 10 meter air rifle event of International Online
Shooting Championship
e Visnu won the 10m air rifle event of the International Online Shooting
Championship at the fifth edition.
e The 16-year-old Pandian shot 251.4 to win the title by a clear margin of two
points.

NSS (National Sample Survey) REPORT: TIME USE IN INDIA- 2019
e NSO (National Statistical Office) conducted the first Time Use Survey in India
during January — December 2019.
e The survey measures the time spent and participation rate on paid activities,
unpaid activities, care activities etc.
Note: The primary objective of Time Use Survey (TUS) is to determine the participation
of women and men in paid and unpaid activities. TUS is an essential source of
information on the time spent in unpaid caregiving activities, volunteer work and unpaid
domestic service-producing activities. TUS also provides information on time spent on
leisure activities, learning, socializing, self-care activities, etc., by the household
members.
Features of the Survey:
1. Coverage: This survey covered 1,38,799 households (urban: 55,902 and rural: 82,897).
2. Data collection: In this survey data on time use was collected through a personal
interview method.
3. Presentation of the estimates: The results have been presented here considering all the
activities in the time slots instead of considering only the primary activity.
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India’s first 5 Animal bridges to come up on Delhi-Mumbai Greenfield Expressway

The Delhi-Mumbai expressway will have five animal bridges or animal overpasses
with a combined length of over 2.5 km.

The upcoming expressway project will have India's first animal bridges that will
be designed keeping in mind not to disturb the environment and wildlife section
that comes up on the way of over 1,200 km long expressway.

These bridges have been planned to abide by the concerns of not disturbing the
wildlife movement on a section of Ranthambore Wildlife Corridor that comes on
the way connecting Ranthambore and Mukundra (Darrah) wildlife sanctuaries in
Rajasthan.

Note: Wildlife crossings or animal bridges are a practice in habitat conservation,
allowing connections or reconnections between habitats, combating habitat
fragmentation. And also assist in avoiding collisions between vehicles and animals.

World Habitat Day 2020, October 05
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The 2020 theme is Housing For All: A better Urban Future. This day will be
hosted by the city of Surabaya, in Indonesia.

Note: In 1985 the (UN) United Nations designated the first Monday of October as
World Habitat Day. It aims to reflect on the state of our cities and towns and the
basic right of all to adequate shelter. It intends to remind the world of its collective
responsibility for the future of the human habitat.

The Habitat Scroll of Honour, most prestigious human settlements award, was
launched by the United Nations Human Settlements Programme in 1989.
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