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Preface 
 

Yojana, April 2019: Handicrafts and Textiles of India 

 
No one can deny the importance of value addition in the answer writing of CSE mains to get 
good marks. The magazines like Yojana become essential in this aspect. It is a repository of good 
points, data, facts and statements which can be used directly to score good marks. Many a 
times, direct questions are picked up from Yojana in essays or general studies papers. Moreover, 
it provides you with the good, in-depth and holistic understanding of the specific issue covered 
with almost all the analytical aspects related to the issue. It helps you in answering questions in 
mains exam which are becoming more and more analytical. Even in prelims exam, we find 
statements picked up from Yojana.  
 
All this indicates inevitability of reading magazines like Yojana. Though reading whole magazine 
has its advantages, but one also has to keep in mind the time available. For this, one can choose 
to read the summary of magazine which also ensures the manageability of information which 
can be stored in mind and easily reproduced in exam. Our presented work is an effort in that 
direction only. It will equip you with all important points and analysis related to the topic which 
can be used directly in exam to score well.  
 
The present issue is a summary of Yojana, April 2019 edition which discusses important aspects 
about India’s development. We believe it will prove highly beneficial to aspirants in ensuring 
highest return for the time invested.  
 
 

All the best ☺  
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Magic of Gifted Hands: Empowering Handicraft Artisans 

Introduction: 

 

The origin of Indian handicrafts goes back to the early man living in caves and giving creative 

expressions to his/her emotions through various cravings made on rocks. 

The artisans of India have been recognised for their craftsmanship common sense of design and 

colour. The excavations of Mohenjo-Daro & Harappa show that even during the second millennium 

before Christ the excellence of Indian artisans was established and recognised world over.  

The cottage industry provided not only employment to rural distance rural artisans but also played 

an important role in building a parallel rural economy.  

Handicraft is rightly described as a craft of the people and in India it is not just an industry as the 

word is commonly understood but is the aesthetic expression of the artisans which not only fulfils 

the daily needs of the people but also satisfy is their aesthetic desire.   

The handicrafts sector plays a significant role in the country’s economy. It provides employment to 

vast segment of craft persons in rural and semi urban areas and generates substantial foreign 

exchange for the country, while preserving its cultural heritage. Handicrafts have great potential, as 

they hold the key for sustaining not only the existing set of millions of artisans spread over the 

length and breadth of the country, but also for the increasingly large number of new entrants in the 

craft activity.  

India is the world's largest producer and exporter of handmade carpets sense 2013-14. Currently 

India shares 35% of total global exports. About 85% of total production in the country is exported to 

more than 100 countries. USA accounts for 45% of total exports and Germany, UK and UAE together 

account for 20%.  

There are approximately 70 lakhs handicraft artisans in the country, which includes 20 lakh distance 

artisans related to the carpet sector, practicing more than 500 types of crafts such as Metal 

Engraving, Zari Zardozi, Terracotta, Stone Carvings, Phulkari, Wood Inlay, Chickenkari, Cane and 

Bamboo, Wooden toys, Blue Pottery and Kutch Embroidery. 

Out of these, 35 crafts have been recognised as “Endangered Crafts” such as Assamese Jewellery, 

Rogan painting, Sanjhi Crafts and Chamba Rumal. Out of the total, 56% of the artisans are female 

involved in this activity.   

 

Challenges faced by Handicrafts Sector: 

 

The handicraft artisans are mostly working in an unorganised setup which makes them prone to 

exploitation by middleman   

The handicraft sector has challenges of working capital, over exposure to new technologies, change 

of full market intelligence and institutional framework   
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India is one of the important suppliers of handicrafts to the world market in the changing world 

scenario, craft products exported to various countries form a part of lifestyle products in the 

international market.  

However, in the changing world market, these craft persons need an institutional support at their 

place of work that i.e. craft pocket for value addition and for the edge with other competitors like 

China, Korea, Thailand etc. 

 

Initiative by the Government: 

 

A series of efforts have been taken to address these problems and sector is now witnessing good 

growth in terms of product development, domestic sales and exports during the 12th plan.   

The office of development Commissioner (Handicraft) is the nodal agency in the government of India 

for craft and artisan base activities.  

It assists in the development, marketing and exports of handicrafts and promotion of craft forms and 

skills.   

Market linkages are provided through various domestic and international marketing events 

organised throughout the year in various parts of the country. Domestic market platform is provided 

by organising Gandhi Shilp Bazaar, Craft Bazaar etc. and organising handicraft exhibition in 

prominent shopping locations of the country. 

The handicraft awards namely Shilp Guru Award, National Award, National Merit Certificates and 

Design Innovation Award are amongst the highest award for meritorious handicraft artisans of the 

country.  

The objective is to give recognition for encouragement to outstanding craft persons to maintain 

excellence in craftsmanship and keeping alive our old traditions.  

India was made the Partner Country in the world’s Oldest and best exhibition “Ambiente”. In 

Ambiente 2019 which Germany organised in 8 to 12th Feb 2019 with India as partner, more than 

4500 companies from 80 countries participated.  

517 Indian companies participated in the show displaying exquisite Christmas decoration, fashion 

jewellery, wooden handicraft items, textile furnishing products along with live Demonstration of 

crafts skills by renowned master craft persons, GI craft display and theme pavilion showcasing 

sustainable eco-friendly make in India crafts from India. 

Access to economic independence through the handicraft sector can address the livelihood issues 

and would lead to income generation in rural areas.  

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Indian handmade carpets around worldwide for the beautiful design variety, craftsmanship eco-

friendly dyes and quality service at competitive prices.  
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Skill development and application in handicraft sector is an excellent approach for development of 

artisans, poverty reduction and providing income generation which would also help in achievement 

of sustainable development goals. 

These steps would assist the country to revive its long hold tradition of Handicrafts. 

 

  

http://www.gradeup.com/
https://xu75j.app.goo.gl/E13X


www.gradeup.co 

 
7 
 

Sustaining Artisans Economically 

 

Introduction 

 

A wide range of beautiful handicrafts form one of the most significant traits of the rich cultural 

heritage of our country.  

Be it Kutch embroidery of Gujarat or Zari Zardosi and Chikankari of UP, Wooden Toys of Karnataka or 

bamboo craft of Assam; all these are not only the traditional arts of their respective provinces but 

also form an important source of alternative income for the artisans. 

This is one of those market segments that have led India to establish its distinct identity in the 

international market  

Handicrafts include the products produced by hands/ add or a combination of hands and simple 

technology. Handicrafts maybe of decorative religious, historical artistic, ornamental daily utilities, 

symbolic. 

The sector includes village cottage industries, handloom and carpet sectors. Handicrafts are known 

for their use of locally available raw materials. This is again a huge range consisting of natural and 

artificial inputs like bamboo, clay, stones, threads, fabric, beads, glasses, natural and artificial love 

dyes, motifs etc. 

 

Trends of Exports of Handicrafts: 

 

Almost 70% of our country's population residing in rural areas is directly or indirectly dependent on 

agriculture as the primary source of livelihood. 

In non- agricultural or lean seasons, handicrafts become an alternative means of subsistence for this 

population and safeguards them from food insecurity. 

In this way, handicrafts have become an important source of livelihood for a large chunk of Indian 

population. There were 68.86 lakh artisans as per the census of handicrafts conducted during 11th 

Five Year Plan. The magnitude and strength of this sector can be very well understood from this fact. 

The sector provides employment in various forms to the artisans. This can be production of raw 

materials like motifs, production of finished goods and their marketing.        

There is another sub-segment of this sector employing another set of peoples. They are the people 

engaged directly or indirectly in export of handicrafts. The export segment of handicrafts is emerging 

as a potential source of foreign exchange in India. 

According to the government sources, it was estimated in the year 2015-16 that total production of 

handicrafts including handmade carpet was to the tune of Rs. 41,418 crores and export of handicraft 

was Rs. 30,939 crores. 
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Ways to Boost the Handicrafts Sector 

 

Purchase of Indian handicrafts by domestic and foreign tourists as souvenir is a tourism ritual. 

Handicrafts add value to the tourist’s spots and attract tourists providing an income for local artisans 

other petty vendors/Service providers in this surrounding.  

Since most of these vendors and service providers belong to the unorganized sector there is hardly 

any data available on the income earned by them with an indirect support from the handicrafts 

sector.  

Due attention has also been given on the marketing of these valuable products. Export Promotion 

Council for Handicraft (EPCH) organizes product-specific shows and also ‘Indian Handicrafts and Gift 

Fair’ biannually. 

Market Development Assistance (MDA) and Market Access Initiatives (MAI) envision better 

marketing of these products through fares, exhibitions and producers- buyers meet. ‘Indian 

handloom Bazaar’ an online marketing portal is based on marketing of handicrafts through 

facilitating direct interaction between buyers and sellers. 

The focus is now on the artisan's and their enterprises to utilize the facilities enabling them to 

contribute towards our economy as well as socio-economic upliftment of the community. 

The artisans and their associations should move forward to get Geographical Indication (GI) tag to 

enhance their credibility of their product. GI tag is sign on the product showing it's the region of 

origin. Some of the handicrafts which have received GI tag are - Kangra paintings, Varanasi brocades 

and saris, Bustar wooden craft, Villianur Terracotta Works etc.  

 

Conclusion 

 

On a macro level, initiative to strengthen this sector will support in preserving this cultural heritage 

and transferring it to the next generation as a potential source of livelihood. 

While on a micro level, various socio-economic issues like unemployment, poverty, migration and 

indebtedness will be addressed. In turn these will add to strengthening of the Indian economy and 

thereby ameliorating the conditions of the Indian society. 
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Crossing Seven Seas 

Introduction: 

 

India is a country of rich culture, history and traditions. It is one of the major producers and suppliers 

of handicraft products in the world for several decades. During recent years, the importance of 

handicrafts has surged due to its cultural and economic values.  

The small-scale industries – including handicrafts play a major role in the development of the economy 

of both developed and developing countries equally. Handicrafts can be defined as products which 

are produced either completely by hand or with the help of tools.  

The handicrafts industry of India essentially mirrors the aspects of the age-old civilization of India. No 

wonder the phrase ‘unity in diversity’ is so applicable to our country. 

Indian Handicrafts Sector Scenario: 

 

The Indian handicrafts industry essentially falls under the cottage industry category. Despite this fact, 

it is a high employment intensive sector, employing over 6-million-part time and full-time artisans 

(inclusive of the carpet manufacturing sector), including women and a large section from the weaker 

strata of the society.  

Besides being an employment generator, the handicraft industry is economically viable because of low 

capital investments while the potential for export of the various handicraft products is considerably 

high. Hence, it is an important foreign exchange earner of our country. 

Around 95 percent of the total industrial products of the world are produced in small workshops run 

by less than 100 people. For instance, Japan is a developed country but it has 84 percent of small and 

medium scale industries.  

When we look at the Indian handicrafts industry – it is highly labor intensive, cottage based and 

decentralized. Most of the manufacturing units are located in rural and small towns, and here is huge 

market potential in all cities and abroad. 

Some of the important hubs of the Indian handicrafts industry are Moradabad (also known as 

Peetalnagari’ – city of brass, noted for its brass artifacts), Saharanpur (noted for its wooden artifacts), 

and Ferozabad (noted for its exclusive glass handicrafts), in Uttar Pradesh.  

Other important handicraft producing hubs are Jaipur (famous for its exotic quilts), Bagru and 

Sanganer (printed textiles) and of course, Jodhpur (famous for its unique wooden wrought iron 

furniture), in north western Rajasthan.  

Kutch (the coastal state of Gujarat) also needs a special mention because of its exotic embroidered 

handicrafts and Narsapur (Andhra Pradesh) famous for its lace handicrafts. These are only some of the 

well- known handicrafts of India though the actual list in unending. 

There is a huge demand for Indian handicraft products in both the national and international markets. 

To match the demand and supply with quality, there is a need to have greater technological support 

and culture motivation.  
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Exports of Indian Handicrafts 

 

The importance of the handicrafts sector cannot be underestimated in India as it is one of the largest 

employment generators and account for a significant share in country’s exports. Both – state and 

regional clusters contribute significantly to handicraft exports.  

Although this industry fragmented with more than seventy lakh regional artisans and more than 67000 

exporters/ export houses promoting regional art and craftsmanship is both domestic and global 

markets, handicraft exports from India stood at US$ 2.42 billion from April to November 2018.  

The demand for the handicraft sector will increase in future due to the developing fashion industry 

and sectors like retail and real estate that offer enormous demand for handicraft products. E-

commerce and Internet have emerged as prominent distribution channels to market and sell 

handicraft products.  

India’s handicraft exports are expected to cross Rs. 24000 crore mark by FY 2020-21 as per study by 

ASSOCHAM.  

The Government, in partnership with private sector, needs to encourage integrated enterprise 

development by providing supporting services such as local centers for skill training, product 

adaptation, vocational training and entrepreneurship development. 

 

Indian textile Industry 

 

The Indian Textile Industry is one of the largest in the world with a large raw material base and 

manufacturing strength across the value chain. India is the largest producer and the second largest 

exporter of cotton in the world. India is also the leading consumer of cotton.  

Domestic textile and apparel industry contribute 2% to India’s GDP and accounts for 14 per cent of 

Industrial production, 27 per cent of country’s foreign exchange inflows and 13 per cent of country’s 

export earnings.  

The textiles and garments industry in India that employs 45 million people is second only to the 

agriculture sector in terms of employment. The textile sector in India is dominated by women workers, 

with 70 per cent of the workforce being women.  

At 50 per cent of world production, India is the largest producer of raw jute and jute goods in the 

world.  India is also the second largest producer of silk in the world. The Mill Sector with 3400 textile 

mills having installed capacity of more than 50 million spindles and 842000 rotors is the second largest 

in the world. 

India is the second largest producer and exporter of cotton in the world at $6.3 billion, marginally 

close to China. India has emerged as the largest producer of cotton in the world with the production 

of 345 lakh bales in 2016-17 and second largest exporter after China. Currently, the cotton industry is 

sustaining livelihoods of 5.8 million farmers and 40-50 million people engaged in other activities like 

processing and trading.  
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India is second largest producer of Silk in the world, producing around 18n per cent of the world’s 

total silk. Mulberry, Eri, Tussar, and Muga are the main types of silk produced in the country. It is labor-

intensive sector. In India, textiles have evolved over a period of thousand years.  

According to a report, the Indian textile industry covers 61 per cent of international textile market and 

over 20 per cent of the global market. 

The domestic for textile is likely to remain robust from end-user segments, supported by a strong rise 

in private consumption expenditure during the FY19. Also, textile exports are likely to rise, with 

apparel exporters benefitting from the depreciation of the India rupee against the US dollar over April 

–August 2018 than the currencies of key-apparel-exporting nations, as per Indian Ratings and 

Research.  

The rating agency has maintained a stable outlook for the cotton and synthetic textiles for the 

remaining FY19. As of now, it looks that the sector profitability is likely to improve gradually, with 

players passing on increased raw material prices to end-users, given the healthy demand, a 

depreciating rupee and warning impact of structural issues. However, the positive impact of improved 

demand and profitability may be partly countered by sticky working capital requirements. 

 

Conclusion and Way Forward 

 

India enjoys a unique advantage of having abundant raw materials and presence of manufacturing in 

all segments of textile value chain. The time has come for the industry to discard outdated technology 

and modernize its machinery to be globally competitive. 

The industry needs to focus on innovation and value addition for improving global competitiveness of 

Indian textiles and apparels. Innovation such as promoting waterless dyeing by adopting new 

technology is also needed. 

However, the sector also needs to improve supply chains and internal systems, focus on research and 

development, cost optimization (saving cost by vertical integration, ec.)  and scaling up to achieve 

greater competitiveness and command a higher share in the production and export of items traded in 

global markets.  

The industry has to rise to the occasion and ensure that the share of India’s export increases by 

diversification in products and explore newer markets. Quality has to be the mainstay for India to 

sustain exports in the global market especially when we are facing stiff competition from countries 

like Bangladesh and Vietnam.  

With rising income levels and steady growth of the retail industry the textile industry is expected to 

experience a high growth trajectory in future due to strong consumption as well as increasing demand 

in global markets. 

Affordable raw material and labor and great strides in textile technology could together make India 

not only a preferred but a formidable destination for foreign investment in textile and garment 

business. 
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From the standpoint of the luxury fashion sector, what is particularly interesting is that the other half 

of India’s textile story is about handlooms, a subsector which could play a big role in forging the global 

luxury industry ahead. The industry’s focus should be to recreate the inherent talent of Indian 

weavers. 

Never forget how Khadi, a handspun fabric became Gandhi’s symbol of self-sufficiency during the 

British Raj. It narrates a universal tale of how a handmade fabric can find soul-stirring reference in 

today’s highly volatile and fast paced environment. 

Industry and all stake holders must continue making their sustained efforts to effectively position India 

as the main source for textile items ranging raw materials to finished products and handicrafts. 
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Perfecting craftsmanship through skilling 

 

Introduction: 

 

The pride of India lies in the treasures of India’s crafts and textiles. Indian weaving traditions and 

handcrafts have existed since time immemorial and have been representation of the many unique 

sub-cultures within the country.  

India is world’s second largest producer of textiles and garments and ranks in top three in exports of 

handicrafts. Abundant availability of raw materials such as cotton, wool. Silk and jute as well as skilled 

workforce have made the country a leading sourcing hub for the global textile market.  

Preservation of Indian weavers and craftsmen is the need of the hour, because the world is taking 

notice of our immensely unique heritage, and the time is ripe for artisans and craftsmen to reap the 

reward. 

Like any other industry, the handicraft and textile sector is associated with its fair share of challenges 

and rewards. It constitutes an important segment of Indian economy as it is one of the largest 

employment generators after agriculture.  

 

The Handicraft Sector: 

 

The sector employs about 7 million people. The people involved in these sectors need to be abreast 

of proper technologies to meet the needs of various sectors. Textile and handicraft companies, on the 

other hand, should keep enough skilled manpower to be at pace with innovation. 

Skilling opportunities in various job roles like – auto loom weaver, power loom operator, shuttle less 

loom weaver – Projectile, Beam Carrier and loader, Fitter-auto loom weaving machine, etc., have given 

an impetus to the industry.  

The sector is also useful tool to leverage women empowerment as they constitute majority of the 

workforce in this segment. Various efforts have been made towards technology and upgradation, 

infrastructure development, export promotion etc. 

To spread head and address the immediate need of the textile industry, successful efforts were made 

in developing 72 Qualification Packs (QPs), out of which 71 have been cleared by National Skill 

Qualification Committee (NSQC).  

These 71 QPs constitute the requirement of about 80 per cent of the workforce engaged in the textile 

industries, majorly the textile mill sector. TSSC is now developing standards for other workforce in 

critical segments such as wool, silk, jute, technical textile and quality control. 

When it comes to handicrafts and handlooms there is hardly any part of India which is not known for 

its specially crafted and women items.  
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This is vast and versatile industry. Be it the silk from Assam or the cotton from Bengal, the Pashmina 

from Kashmir or the Kanjeevaram from South India, they all have their own story to tell and have their 

place in the market.  

No matter how much technology advances, the skill in the hands of people has its own charm. There 

is a lot of tradition that has been passed on through generations which is no less than magic of skilled 

hands. 

Indian textile industry has strengths across the entire value chain from natural to man-made fiber to 

apparel to home furnishings.  

 

Contribution to the Indian Economy: 

 

The sector contributes about 27 per cent of the country’s foreign earnings due to export, 2 per cent 

to the gross domestic product (GDP), and 13 per cent to the nation’s export.  

Simultaneously, handicraft exports from India increased by 1.65 per cent year-on-year between April 

to November 2018 to US$2.42 billion. Thus, the modernization, growth and all-round development 

and skilling of these industries has a direct bearing on the improvement of India’s economy. 

The textiles and handicrafts industry have, until recent years relied mostly on traditional production 

processes that are labor-intensive, involving many long, complex steps.  

With the advent of industry 4.0 – where digitization, the World Wide Web, mass customization and 

pace are shaping the processes, these industries are also positioned to spur and speed up. With 

increasing emphasis on quality, the demand for skilled labor has increased. 

Almost 87 per cent of the handloom households hail from rural India and only 13 per cent are from 

the urban areas. The handloom industry plays an important role in women empowerment due to 

employment of a lot of women in this sector.  

Handloom fabric production contributes to about one fifth of India’s total fabric production and 

US$35.34 million to total fabric export. 

Craftsmen and artisans can produce products in unlimited numbers without any negative impact on 

sustainability. India can achieve higher growth rates of finished products such as apparel, home 

furnishings and textiles.  

This would maximize employment generation and value creation within the country. The development 

of these segments in India is not only socially significant in terms of creating more employment 

opportunities, women empowerment and eradication of poverty and destitution, but also a harbinger 

of growth in terms of enhancing national income, exports, and entrepreneurship, given that some 

segments in the textile chain are capital-light and have less gestation period for commissioning the 

project. 

The elevating employment opportunities in the textile and handicraft sectors and its allied industries, 

will make these sectors more prosperous. Further, these sectors are an important source to express 

art and skill in crafts and promote our culture by making crafts and textile items available locally.  
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Apart from United States and Europe, which account for about two-thirds of India’s textile exports, 

China, the UAE, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Korea, Bangladesh, Turkey, Pakistan, 

and Brazil are some of the major of the markets for these exports. 

Conclusion: 

 

With focused efforts the country is expected to lure significant global businesses to India. It is 

envisaged that the Indian market will continue its upward trajectory in the years to come leveraging 

its inherent strengths and macroeconomic drivers. 
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Growth & Development: Woven in the threads of Northeast 

 

Introduction: 

 

The textile industry is one of the oldest in India and is intrinsically linked to a range of traditions and 

culture that is a reflection of the diversity that prevails in our country. The industry has a range of 

segments under its Umbrella – hand woven, an unorganized segment on one end, to capital intensive 

on the other. One of India’s biggest strengths lies in being the largest producer of jute and cotton and 

second largest producer of silk globally. 

In terms of global ranking, India is ranked second in textile export. European Union is the largest 

market for Indian textile and apparel products followed by the USA. Some of the important pointers 

of the Indian textile industry are as follows: 

- India covers 69% of international textile market 

- India is largest producer of Jute in the world 

- India is known to be third largest manufacturer of cotton across the globe 

- India holds around 25% share in cotton yarn industry across the globe 

- India contributes to around 12% of world’s production of cotton yarn and textiles 

- India is second largest producer of silk in the world producing around 18% of world’s silk. 

But the next question that comes to mind is what the states have to offer in terms of textiles and what 

significant contribution can they make to textile industry. 

 

Scenario in the Northeast 

 

North-east India occupies unique and important place in indigenous textile culture of India. The people 

of hilly areas and the valleys of North-East India display heterogeneity in terms of varied eco-cultural 

and ethno-linguistic characteristics though all of them generally belong to the same Mongoloid ethnic 

group. Textiles and dresses are probably dominantly identifiable cultural aspects which show the 

resemblance as well as the differences among the ethnic groups that are produced and used by them. 

The method of weaving also varies according to region and ethnic groups. The materials used for 

textiles has a varied range – cotton, wool, Eri, Muga and orchid skin, animal hair is used by different 

ethnic groups. 

There are 23.77 lakh handlooms in the country of which 16.47 lakhs handlooms (69.28%) are in the 

north eastern region as per the handloom census of 2009-10. In fact, handicraft and textiles are among 

the key “watch sectors” of North-east and development modernization of the textile sector in the 

North Eastern states is being given the highest priority. 

A common factor that binds all the states is –  
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Weaving 

 

It is practiced alike by all tribal groups in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and in the valley of 

Assam. There are only a few exceptions, such as Nokteys of Tirap in Arunachal Pradesh and Khasis of 

Meghalaya who do not weave. 

Meghalaya is known for establishing tradition in high quality weaving. Arunachal Pradesh weaves are 

famous for their beautiful color combinations. Exceptional are Sherdukpen Shawls, Apatani jackets 

and scarves, Adi skirts and jackets and bags, Mishmi shawl blouses and jackets and Wanchoo bags and 

loin clothes. 

Naga shawls also known as the Angami Naga, are famous for their bright colours and bold embroidery 

of animal motifs. 

It is the women are real clothiers of North-eastern region. Whether it be the Monpas  and Shedukpens 

of Kameng, the Mismis and Khamits of Lohit or the wives of the Wanchoo chieftains of Tirap in 

Arunachal Pradesh, or any of the Naga tribes, or even the Assamese in the plains, it is the women who 

weave unlike the rest of India, where men predominate the weaving profession . 

 

Silk 

 

Northeast India has the potential to produce country’s finest silk products, the same of which can be 

exported outside the country, elevating the economic standard of Northeastern states besides putting 

northeast in to the cultural map of the world.  

Assam is the third largest producer of silk in the country and leading among the north-east states. On 

the other hand, Manipur produces almost 100% of country’s Oak tussar silk and is the highest 

producer of Mulberry silk among the North east states. Whereas, Tripura focuses on only Mulberry 

silk with end to end solutions. 

 

Bamboo and Cane craft 

 

This is another traditional art form which runs through various states of the region. Due to weather 

conditions of the region, it creates a conductive environment for the growth of bamboo. Mizos takes 

pride in their cane and Bamboo work. Expert basket makers, they etch and notch designs into soft 

cane fibers and use the basket for numerous purposes.  

Over 16 tribes live in the states of Nagaland. Most are adept at wood, metal and bamboo handicrafts. 

An Assamese life revolves around cane and bamboo goods since both are grown in abundance here. 

The jhappi, a traditional sun shade, remains the most significant bamboo article. The jhappi shade was 

used to welcome the great Chinese traveler, Hiuen Tsang who visited Assam around 642 AD. 

Carpets 

One can find ancient form of carpet weaving in Sikkim. The traditional pattern of weaving is done by 

Bhutia community which requires a frame and exclusive manner of weaving. Arunachal too is well 

known for carpets. It is divided into 3 major groups depending on their culture and handicrafts; the 

Buddhist tribes consists of Sherdukpens and Monpas and also to some extent the Khowa. The Aka and 
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mijis comprise another group, while the Membas, Khambas, Singphos and Khamtis comprise the last 

group.  

 

Wooden and Metal Products 

 

Known as symbol of true art in India, Sikkim excels in wood carving. Sikkim rims with beautiful 

monasteries, heritage buildings and temples, the architecture of which is adorned with symbols and 

icons carved with wood. Wood carving is a significant hobby of Wanchoos of Tirap. Their skillfully 

crafted and designed wooden articles have a special place in Arunachal handicrafts. 

As far as skill of wood carving is concerned, some of the finest wood carvers in India come from the 

Wanchos, Konyak and Phom tribes in Nagaland. The icons that best define the woodwork are carved 

Mithium heads, hornbills, human figures, elephants, tigers and xylophones that are laboriously 

hollowed out of trunks of big trees. The Rengma tribe is considered to be the best Naga blacksmith.  

 

Conclusion 

 

In recent times, many young faces have emerged in fashion industry showcasing the garments, 

weaving and patterns from north east. Till two years ago, Atsu Sekhose from Nagaland was probably 

the only well-known designer from there. Mow there are Jenjum Gadi from Arunachal Pradesh, 

Khumanthem from Manipur, Daniel Syiem from Meghalaya, Aratrik dev Verman from Tripura and 

Karma Sonam rom Sikkim.  

The north east region, by way of its location enjoys key advantages as much as throws up challenges 

for businesses. The situation however has improved significantly in the last few years. There is increase 

in the share of industrial activity in all eight states in the region, with Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Arunachal Pradesh recording the highest growth. Most development indices also show a positive 

performance in the region when compared to other states in India. This is just the beginning of growth 

story and one can see that the textile industry will be acting as a pivot of this growth. 

 

                                                           ----------------------------- 
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